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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION 


I 

GOVEE^:OK  DA^-IEL  I>.  TOMPKIXS. 

„,S    B.r.TH.    EDUCATION,    AND    ENTP..    INTD    POL.T.CS  -  A    FOP-TUNE. 
rAVOEED    YOUNG    MAN -THE   COUNCIL   OF    APPOINTMENT. 

The  trite  old  saying,  "  Republics  are  ungrateful,"  .vas  never  bet- 
ter  illustrated  than  in  the  cases  of  the  two  men  who,  at  critical 
war  periods  iu  our  history,  raised  by  their  personal  effort,  and  by 
their  personal  indorsement,  large  sums  of  money  for  the  Kational 
Government,  when  the  Kation  was  unable  to  negotiate  a  loan  on 
its  own  credit-iu  the  end  only  to  tind  themselves  bankrupt  and 
„i„e.d-Eobert  Morris,  patriot  of  the  first  war  with  Great  Britain, 
Daniel  D,  Tompkins,  p.atriot  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain. 
The  historv  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  has  never  been 
written,  because  no  writer  has  yet  undertaken  to  show  the  superb 
services  which  were  rendered  to  the  .-Vn.erican  cause  by  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  by  the  great  war  Cove,  nor  of  that  State,  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins.    In  fact,  no  history  of  that  war  can  be  prepared 
without  the  aid  of  Governor  Tompkins'  State  Papers.    Several 
works  have  been  published  from  time  to  time,  and  most  of  them 
l,av,.  achi.-v..d  a  tfraiifying  re|,n,ation.  but  none  of  them  were 
written  apparently  with  the  necessary  knowledge  that  records  as 
valuable  as  the  Tompkins  Papers,  were  in  existence.    One  of  these 
l,istories  ignores  the  existence  absolutely  of  Kew   York   State. 
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4  Annual  Report  of  the 

Goveruor  Tompkins'  iiaiLUj  is  mentioned  on(  e,  incidentally.  It» 
author  avus  a  citizen  of  New  York,  and  subsequently  became  a 
prominent  elective  State  otlicer.  A  popular  and  voluminous  work, 
published  within  recent  years  by  au  eminent  writer  and  historian, 
is  especially  devoted  toward  vindicatini^  and  commending  the 
course  of  Xew  England,  which  not  only  opposed  the  war,  but  left 
nothing  undone  during  its  progress,  to  embarrass  and  cripple  the 
National  Administration. 

The  papers  of  Governor  Tumpkins  are  unusually  full  and  inter- 
esting, and  contain  maierial  that  can  be  found  nowhere  else. 
As  military  records,  their  value  is  inestimable.  As  a  history  of 
New  York  during  the  period  that  he  was  Governor,  this  collection 
holds  a  unitjue  place.  As  Governor,  Judge  Tompkins  had  the 
reputation  of  writing  his  own  State  papers;  during  his  adminis- 
tration all  miliiary  oidfis.  oniside  of  those  of  a  purelj'  routine 
nature,  were  drawn  hy  his  hand.  As  a  contribution  to  the  history 
of  the  State  of  New  York  and  <>f  the  United  States,  these  papers 
will  be  appreciaU'd  anil  will  piuve  of  incalculable  value  to  the 
historical  student.  }<\<no  einphatically  than  any  other  writings 
that  have  been  brought  tn  H.L'hf,  they  place  New  Y'ork  State  in  its 
true  and  jnst  posirion.  They  demonstrate  that  New  Y'ork  has 
always  been  gr<-at.  always  been  generous,  always  been  unselfish, 
and  could  alwa^\s  be  rtlitd  upon  at  any  crisis  in  the  history  of  the 
Nation,  to  su[)ply  niort-  mom-y  and  more  men  than  any  other  State 
in  the  Union.  This  was  h*  r  record  during  the  ^Va^  of  the  Revo- 
lution, during  the  second  war  with  (ireat  P.ritain,  and  as  destiny 
was  to  decree  sle-  was  to  h..!.I.  n.arly  half  a  cenuiry  later,  during 
the  War  of  the  IM..!Iiun. 

The  State  obtained  jiossession  of  this  rolhction  in  1S>=!5.  The 
late  Erastus  llruuks.  a  public  s|.irit.<I  man.  .Mlitor  and  literatteur. 
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^\ho  represented  Staten  Island,  Richmond  county,  in  the  Assem- 
blv,  was  informed  that  the  descendants  of  Governor  Tompkins 
were  desirous  of  disposing  of  his  State  papers  to  the  State.  He 
accordingly  introduced  a  bill  to  appropriate  §5,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  this  collection.  Out  of  [tersoual  compliment  to  Mr. 
Brooks,  the  bill  passed  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Senate  killed  it.  For  several  years  efforts  were  renewed  to  carry 
the  appropriation  through,  but  it  was  not  until  1883  that  the  Leg- 
islature sent  the  appropriation  to  the  Governor,  Mr.  Cleveland, 
who  vetoed  it.  The  following  year  it  was  again  submitted  to  the 
Governor,  and  this  time  was  signed.  The  late  Dr.  Henry  Homes, 
L  L.  D.,  who  was  Slate  Librarian  when  the  papers  were  delivered 
to  the  State,  July  4,  188.j,  has  this  to  say  of  the  collection,  in  a 
paper  which  he  read  before  the  Albany  Institute,  November  15, 
1885: 

"  The  purchased  papers  consist  of  the  official  copies  of  eighteen  hundred  letters  written 
by  him  while  Governor  of  the  State  from  liUT  [to  1S17],  bound  in  five  volumes  folio;  also 
nU  Ktt-rs  written  by  him  while  Vioc-Pr.'Sident  of  the  United  States  from  ISlT  to  ISCo; 
also  of  two  thousand  letters  received  by  tim  during  the  same  two  periods  of  seventeen 
years  in  all.  Brsides  these  there  are  one  thousand  miscellaneous  papers,  making  five 
thousand  manuscripts  of  all  classes.  Ot  the  letters  received  by  him,  besides  the  origi- 
nals, there  are  careful  copies  which  he  had  made  of  large  numbers  of  them  and  bound 
in  six  folio  volumes.  The  bound  volumes  make  in  all  fifteen,  beautiful  and  closely 
written  folio  ledger  volumes  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  pages  each  or  nine  thou- 
sand pages  in  all.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  two  thousand  letters  and  loose  papers 
In  tht  It  originals." 

The  material  comprised  in  the  printed  volume  which  has  been 
prepared,  embraces  Volumes  XI,  XII  and  XIII  of  the  manuscript 
volumes,  which.are  devoted  exclusively  to  military  subjects,  from 
1800  to  1810.  Throughout  the  remaining  twelve  volumes  more  or 
less  mati-rial  of  a  military  charattt-r  is  scattered,  but  it  was 
deemed  more  expedient  to  take  the  exclu.sive  military  manu- 
scripts and  print  those  now  and  gather  what  remains  in  the  other 
twelve  volumes  for  a  second  volume. 
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Governor  Tompkins  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Groat 
Britain,  was  at  the  climax  of  his  powers.  He  had  just  attained  his 
thirty-eighth  rear,  having  been  born  at  Fox  Meadows,  now  Scars- 
dale,  Westchester  county,  New  York,  June  21,  1774.  In  his  in- 
fancy all  the  old  women  of  the  neighborhood  predicted  a  distin- 
guished career  for  him  because  he  was  the  seventh  son.  His 
father,  Jonathan  Tompkins,  was  one  of  the  three  loyal  Americans 
who  lived  in  that  part  of  Westchester  county  during  the  War  of 
the  Kevolution.  Born  on  a  farm,  inured  from  childhood  to  the 
roughest  and  hardest  kind  of  work,  young  Tompkins  succeeded  in 
acquiring  education  enough  t(t  enable  him  to  attend  Columbia 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  17'j.j.  Two  years  later  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  From  boyhood  he  had  always  been  a  great 
reader.  Before  reaching  his  majority  he  plunged  vigorously  into 
the  warm  political  contests  that  then  raged  between  the  Federal- 
ists and  Kepublicans. 

He  was  one  of  thf  most  active  of  the  younger  political  workers 
in  the  then  Fifth  ward  cf  X«-w  York,  and  one  of  the  thirty-nine 
young  men  that  organiz-d  '•The  Tontiiu\"  Three  years  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution,  the  opponents  of  centraliza- 
tion in  government,  the  men  who  b.'li<  ved  in  a  strict  construction 
of  the  constitution,  crysialli/.cd  into  the  Kepublicau  party,  as  an- 
tagonistic to  the  Fed.-rali^r  p;irty,  whose  faith  in  politics  was  sym- 
bolized by  cfntrali/.:iiio:i  and  a  loose  ••onst nici  i(m  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 'J  he  F«'dcrali>ts  opprobriotisly  stigmatized  their  opponents 
as  '•  Democrats  "  for  th.ir  all.-v:.-d  sy!n[iathy  witli  tlie  Jacobins  or 
Demo. -I'a!- <.i' ill. •  l'!-.n.  h  !:.••.  .»Mif  inn.  w!;:,!)  w.i^  then  j-nging.  and 
because  "f  llierliib-  wiiiili  ill..  1 ».  nu<  rats  hail  formed  in  imitation 
of  the  Fren.'li  i...li!iral  rlub^.  In  r-ialia.lion,  the  Rei>ublicans 
derisi\oiy  Lined  tii"  !'■  doi.iiisi  s  --A  li.-sio.iais." 
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From  1790  to  1799  political  excitement  increased  from  year  to 
year.  The  I'ederalists  were  all  triumphant  in  New  York  city. 
They  uniformly  controlled  six  out  of  the  seven  wards  of  which  the 
city  was  then  composed.  In  the  exciting  charter  election  of  1799 
the  Federalists  carried  five,  the  Republicans  two  wards.  The 
property  restriction  in  the  elective  franchise  gave  the  Federalists 
untold  advantages,  for  in  those  days  only  freemen  and  freeholders 
were  allowed  the  privilege  to  vote  in  municipal  affairs,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  freeholders  were  Federalists. 

The  following  year,  ISOO,  the  Republicans  gathered  all  their 
resources  for  one  grand  superhuman  etTort.  Washington  was 
dead;  the  keystone  that  held  the  Federal  arch  in  position  had 
dropped,  and  the  Republicans  resorted  to  every  expedient,  subter- 
fuge and  argument  that  would  tend  to  bring  them  into  power  and 
undo  their  Aristocratic  adversaries.  It  was  under  these  circum- 
stances that  ''The  Tontine'"  came  into  existence.  Many  am- 
bitious young  men  chafed  under  the  discrimination  that  pre- 
vented them  from  casting  their  ballots.  They  regarded  the  Feder- 
alist party  as  responsible  for  the  ban  they  were  under.  Their 
sympathy  naturally  went  with  the  Republican  party. 

With  two  thousand  dollars,  an  association  was  organized,  a  res- 
idence was  pun  JKised  upon  "The  Tontine''  principle,  and  the 
members  (jualifiod  as  voters.  The  Republicans  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  party  carried  the  ward.  But  the  victory  was 
barren  so  far.  as  the  muuicii»al  election  was  concerned,  for  the 
votes  thus  east  were  thrown  out  on  the  ground  that  "  The  Ton- 
tine" was  ronirary  le  tlie  principles  of  the  eity  charter. 
Anmng  the  better  known  of  the  members  of  "The  Tontine'"  be- 
sides Daniel  D.  Tenipkins.  were  Tunis  'Wortman.  Ivicliard  Riker. 
Robei  t  Livingston.  Samuel  Tawretire,  William  P.  \'an  Ness,  Rob- 
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ert  Swartwout,  John  L.  Broome,  John  Jagger,  David  Thompson 
and  Joliu  W.  Woolf. 

The  Eepublicaiis  lost  control  of  the  city  council,  but  were  other- 
wise victorious  in  the  city  and  the  State.  They  elected  as  Gov- 
ernor the  venerable  George  Clinton,  who  had  been  the  first  chief 
magistrate  of  the  State  under  the  State  constitutional  authority; 
"who  had  served  as  such  continuously  from  1777  to  1795,  and  had 
been  one  of  the  recognized  Republican  leaders  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  constitution.  The  Federalists  took  the  humiliation 
of  defeat  with  bad  grace. 

Hamilton,  from  New  York,  May  7,  ISOO,  wrote  to  Governor  John 
Jay: 

"  You  have  been  Informed  of  the  loss  of  our  election  in  this  city.  It  is  also  known 
that  we  have  been  unfortunate  throughout  Long  Island  and  In  Westchester.  According 
to  the  returns  hitherto,  it  la  too  probable  that  we  lose  our  senator  for  this  district. 

"  The  moral  certainty,  therfforo,  is.  that,  there  will  be  an  anti-Federal  majority  in  the 
ensuing  Legislature  and  the  very  high  probability  is,  that  this  will  bring  JeECerson  into 
the  Chief  Magistracy,  unless  it  be  prevented  by  the  measure  which  I  shall  now  submit 
to  your  consideration,  namely  the  imm-rdiate  calling  together  of  the  existing  Legisla- 
ture." 

To  prevent  "  an  atheist  in  religion  and  a  fanatic  in  politics,"  as 
he  spoke  of  JetTerson,  "  from  getting  control  of  the  helm  of  the 
State,'-  this  high-minded  siatesman  made  this  proposition  to  Gov- 
ernor Jay:  "  The  caliing  of  the  Legislature  will  have  for  object 
the  choosing  of  rlrciois  by  the  |H-t>j.l»'  in  districts.  This  (as  Penn- 
sylvania will  do  nuthini;)  will  insure  a  majority  of  votes  in  the 
United  States  for  a  Federal  candidate.  This  measure  will  not  fail 
to  be  ap[)roved  l>y  all  the  F'd»-ral  jiarty;  while  it  will  no  doubt  be 
con.b'iiiiM  d  by  llif  opiMisite." 

.Tay  j.l.ici  (1  iiiis  itnior.-'-ii:.-!;!  on  this  l-  ti.-r:  *'  l'roi)Osinga  meas- 
ure fur  j.arty  purposes  which  I  think  it  would  not  become  me  to 
adopt." 
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The  "  Farmer's  Boy,"  as  Tompkins  was  then  popularly  called, 
represented  the  Ninth  New  York  district  in  the  Assembly  of  1803. 
In  April,  1804,  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  but  resigned  his  seat 
before  Congress  convened  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  Su- 
preme Court  Judge,  which  honor  had  been  bestowed  upon  hira  by 
the  Council  of  Appointment.  And  he  relinquished  the  judgeship 
upon  his  nomination  for  Governor  by  the  Republicans  in  caucus, 
February  16, 1807. 

He  was  a  compromise  candidate  between  DeWitt  Clinton  and 
Judge  Ambrose  Spencer.  An  insinuation  was  made — an  insinua- 
tion which  the  present  generation  has  heard  applied  to  several  of 
his  successors  of  later  date — that  he  was  "  the  politicians'  man,'- 
antl  that  he  would  render  himself  subservient  in  every  particular 
to  the  two  men  who  secured  his  nomination,  Messrs.  Clinton  and 
Spencer,  in  other  words  be  a  plastic  tool  in  their  hands.  No  evi- 
dence has  ever  been  produced  to  show  that  Messrs.  Clinton  and 
Spencer  were  governed  by  any  such  purpose  in  nominating  Tomp- 
kins, or  ever  entertained  a  suspicion  that  they  expected  to  control 
the  Governor  in  the  adminis^tration  of  his  oflicial  duties. 

He  was  not  at  this  time  a  particularly  wtll-knowii  man.  He  had 
made  many  friends  during  the  brief  period  he  was  on  the  bench, 
and  a  respectable  reputation.  He  was  always  approachable,  affa- 
ble and  condescending.  A\ith  the  dignity  of  a  judge  he  united  a 
kindness  of  heart  that  drew  people  toward  him  irresistibly.  By 
his  charm  of  manner  every  one  who  came  into  his  presence  was 
put  at  ease. 

As  a  ja(lg<'  he  was  known  for  punctuality,  lulelity  to  duty,  for 
the  ]KUience  h<^  bcsrowed  upon  all  matters  of  trilling  detail  that 
came  bcfoi'e  the  idiiit,  for  the  earnest  consideration  he  gave  to  all 
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questions,  for  strict  impartialitv  aud  for  the  justice  and  accuracy 
of  liis  decisions. 

In  appearance  he  was  slightly  over  the  medium  height,  with  a 
strong,  well-knit  figure  that  became  corpulent  later  in  life. 

If  contemporaneous  evidence  is  to  be  trusted,  his  abilities  were 
underestimated  by  the  politicians  and  the  people.  He  was  classed 
as  a  man  of  mediocrity. 

Professor  James  Ren  wick  in  his  life  of  Clinton  writes- 

"  Tompkins  with  no  remarkable  native  powers  of  mind  and  but  little  acquirement, 
even  as  a  lawyer  possessed  in  a  most  eminent  degree  the  art  of  ingratiating  himself 
with  the  people.  He  had  the  faculty,  which  is  Invaluable  to  him  who  seeks  for  popular 
honors,  of  never  forgetting  the  name  or  face  of  any  person  with  whom  ho  once  con- 
versed; of  becoming  acquainted  and  appearing  to  take  interest  in  the  concerns  of  their 
families;  and  of  securing  by  his  affability  and  amiable  address,  the  good  opinion  of  the 
female  sex,  who  although  possessed  of  no  vote,  often  exercise  a  powerful  indirect 
Influence." 

Judge  Tompkins  took  his  seat  as  governor  of  the  State,  January, 
ISdS.  The  following  year  the  Federalists  elected  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Assembly,  A  year  later  through  the  treachery  of  a 
Republican  Senator  the  Federalists  secured  control  of  the  Council 
of  Appointment.  The  Governor  now  found  himself  in  precisely 
the  same  position  Governor  John  Jay  had  been  nine  years  before — 
with  a  Council  of  Appointiiicnt  of  lh'>  opposite  party  against 
him.  John  Jay  broke  with  his  council  and  refused  to  call  the 
members  together.    Governor  Tompkins  ignored  the  council. 

The  most  arbitrary  and  brutal  political  machine  that  ever  ex- 
isted in  this  or  any  oilier  State  in  this  country,  was  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  which  came  into  existence  wiih  the  State  under  the 
ctmstitution  of  1777.  The  Assembly  was  reipiired  annually  to 
SrkH't  from  each  of  the  four  Senatorial  districts;  iuto  which  the 
State  was  llicu  <livid.,d.  a  Senator  for  the  Coiiiicil  of  Appointment. 
The  Governor  was  also  a  member.  Ilis  authority,  however,  was 
restricted  to  giving  a  casting  vote  and  no  other.    The  Governor 
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was  invtsred  with  the  power,  iiiuler  thf  constitution,  of  appointing 
nearly  every  oliker  in  the  State,  outside  of  the  State  Treasurer,  a 
power  that  included  all  military  ofticers,  line  and  staff,  all  civil  offi- 
cers, all  judicial  oflicers,  including  the  chancellor,  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  justices  of  the  peace.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Council  of  Appointment  resisted  the  exercise  of  this 
prerogative  after  George  Clinton  retired  from  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor in  ITOo.  He  had  held,  as  did  his  successor,  John  Jay,  who 
had  framed  the  constitution  and  whose  authority  should  have 
carried  unquestioned  weight,  that  the  right  of  appointment  was 
vested,  not  in  the  Council  of  Appointment,  but  in  the  Governor. 
DeWitt  Clinton,  upon  the  retirement  from  office  of  his  uncle, 
raised  the  issue  that  the  i^ower  to  appoint  lay  with  the  Council  of 
Appointment. 

The  State  constitutional  ronveutiun  of  ISOl  was  called  upon 
more  particularly  to  decide  this  dispute;  the  only  other  question 
under  discussion  was  that  of  limiting  the  number  of  members  of 
Assembly  and  of  the  Senate. 

The  decision  of  that  convention  was  hostile  to  the  Governor.  In 
the  language  of  Governor  Tompkins,  ••  the  maxim  was  to  strip  the 
Governor  of  as  much  power  as  possible.'' 

In  twelve  years'  time  the  Federal  party  had  run  its  race  in 
^National  politics.  Year  by  year  it  had  demonstrated  that  its  faith 
in  the  people  had  diminislied.  Orator  after  orator  of  that  politi- 
cal persuasion  had  declared  that  the  American  people  were 
not  fit  to  govern  themselves.  The  end  came  in  ISOl  with  the  elec- 
tion of  Thomas  JelTerson,  the  ai'ch  Republican,  as  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Federalists  for  the  first  time  lost  in  this  State  control  of  the 
Council  <»f  Appointment.     And  from  lliat  year  the  power  for  evil 
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of  this  irresponsibl*'  instnimeiit  grew.  It  was  not  an  im usual 
thing  at  its  first  annual  nifciing  to  overturn  every  act  of  its  prede- 
cessor and  to  eject  from  otViLO  men  holding  the  highest  places  in 
the  State,  including  Supreme  Court  judges,  down  through  the 
whole  patronage  category  to  the  petty  ofiker  of  city  auctioneer. 
As  an  indication  of  the  signs  of  the  times  the  people  at  large 
seemed  to  give  but  little  heed  to  these  annual  convulsions  and  rev- 
olutions in  the  patronage  taking  and  patronage  losing  classes. 
Wholesale  changes  in  oHice,  no  matter  how  demoralizing  to  the 
civil  service,  were  regarded  by  the  people  as  a  part  of  the  political 
system  of  the  country  as  demnnstrating  the  good  Democratic  doc- 
trine that  any  American  is  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  and  that  no  American  is  good 
enough  to  hold  any  one  otlicc  fur  life. 

Both  of  the  great  political  parties  used  the  tremendous  power 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  utter  defiance  of  public  senti- 
ment or  common  decency.  Once  lodged  in  power,  a  party  strove 
to  excel  its  predecessor  in  the  rajiidity,  expedition  and  thorough- 
ness with  which  it  drove  irs  uj>poncnts  out  of  and  its  friends  into 
ol3ice. 

After  four  years'  service  as  <  iove;  nor,  with  the  broad  and  varied 

experiences  he  had  squ.-e/.'-d  into  his  previous  career  as  a  public 

onicer,  as  member  of  the  rousntutieiial  <%)iivention,  of  Assembly, 

I       of  Congress  and  as  a  riiruii  jud-e,  Touipkius's  character  had 

I       rounded  out,  his  menial  iiwaiiii.-s  had  d.-veloped  and  he  was  thor- 

I      oughly  cpiipp-d  for  ih-  arduous  and  ixiraordinary  responsibili- 

biiilies  that  wit.-  to  d.  \ol\,-  upon  hini.     Like  Aanui  IJurr,  he  had 

no  rieh  or  ['..w. nul  faiaiiy  .oan-tiioiis  to  hamper  him,  to  make 

prejudi.-.s  a-ainst   and   .•ii.-uii.s   f<u-  him.      Tompkins  soon   was 

called  •■  the  Man  of  tho  P.-oph.- 
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of  this  irrt'sponsibl''  instrument  grew.  It  was  not  au  nn usual 
thing  at  its  hrst  aniuuil  nit-eling  to  overturn  every  act  of  its  prede- 
cessor and  to  eject  from  ollice  men  holding  the  highest  places  in 
the  State,  including  iSupreme  Court  judg.^s,  down  through  the 
whole  patronage  category  to  the  petty  otilcer  of  city  auctioneer. 
As  an  indication  of  the  signs  of  the  times  the  people  at  large 
seemed  to  give  but  little  lued  to  these  annual  convulsions  and  rev- 
olutions in  the  patronage  taking  and  patronage  losing  classes. 
Wholesale  changes  in  oflice,  no  matter  how  demoralizing  to  the 
civil  service,  were  regarded  by  the  i)eople  as  a  part  of  the  political 
system  of  the  country  as  dt-monstrating  the  good  Democratic  doc- 
trine that  any  American  is  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  and  that  no  American  is  good 
enough  to  hold  any  one  otlicc  fur  life. 

Both  of  the  great  political  parties  used  the  tremendous  power 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  utter  defiance  of  public  senti- 
ment or  common  decency.  Once  lodged  in  power,  a  party  strove 
to  excel  its  predecessor  in  the  rapidity,  expedition  and  thorough- 
ness with  which  it  drove  irs  t>j»ponents  out  of  and  its  friends  into 
office. 

After  four  y.-ars'  servi<-e  as  ( iove;  nor,  with  the  broad  and  varied 
experiences  he  had  sqn.e/'d  into  his  previous  career  as  a  public 
officer,  as  nifmbtr  of  the  <  ".mst  itutioiial  ("onvention,  of  Assembly, 
of  Congress  jnid  as  a  rirmii  jiid-,-,  Tomi.kins's  character  had 
round(d  out,  his  nifaial  «|ii;i:ii  !<•>  liad  d.-veloped  and  he  was  thor- 
oughly e-iuipi-d  f..r  ih..  aiduous  and  <\iraordinary  responsibili- 
biiitics  rh.it  Wfi.-  to  ,l.\oh.-  up. .a  him.  l.ik-'  Aaron  15urr,  he  had 
n»t  rirh  oi-  p..v\.iiiil  family  .oan.niuns  lo  iiampfr  him,  to  make 
prejudi.-.s  a-ainst  and  .-iwmi.s  for  hii,,.  Tom[)kins  soon  was 
calh'd  •■  tho  Man  n{  III.-  p.. .pi...- 
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The  ditTerence  between  the  Council  of  Appointment  and  the 
<;overnor  miy:ht  have  proven  to  be  a  serious  matter  at  this 
particular  juncture  had  a  man  of  less  resolution  and  of  different 
temperament  than  Tompkins  been  in  the  Governor's  chair. 

The  council,  as  Federalists,  naturally  opposed  the  war.  The 
Governor,  as  a  Eepublican,  indorsing  the  Kepublican  administra- 
tion of  President  Madison,  favored  the  v\ar,  heart  and  soul.  He 
had  been  in  public  life  long  enough  to  comprehend  that  so  long  as 
the  United  States  remained  dormant,  and  continued  indifferent 
to  its  interests  and  rights,  that  English  aggressions  would  multi- 
ply and  grow  more  and  more  intolerable,  and  that  the  present  was 
as  good  as  any  time  to  call  England  to  account  and  settle  out- 
standing misunderstandings  for  good  and  all. 

Under  the  military  code  and  the  ridiculous  interpretation  of 
section  23  of  the  constitution  by  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
ISOl,  which  had  decided  that  the  power  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment was  co-ordinate  with  that  of  the  Governor  in  tiie  ai)point- 
ment  of  oflicers,  the  council  exercised  the  authority  to  nominate 
all  military  oflicers.  The  (Governor,  however,  possessed  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  assign  them  to  command.  In  other  words,  the 
council  could  create  oflicers,  but  the  Governor  had  the  sole  power 
to  create  commands  and  to  assign  otlieers  to  the  commands  thus 
created. 

The  Council  of  Appointment,  in  exercising  their  constitutional 
prerogative,  issued  commissions  to  a  number  of  worthy  and  com- 
petent soldiers.  Many  of  these  men  had  seen  service  during  the 
Revolutionary  ^Var,  were  in  the  prime  of  life  and  were  well  fitted 
for  commands  in  the  fiehl.  i'olitics.  however,  came  into  play.  Be- 
cause the  Council  of  Ap{. ointment  was  a  Federalist  body  at  this 
period,  and  bestowe^d  comniissions   ui>on   Federalists,   Governor 
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Tompkins  refused  to  assign  tlio  otlic-ers  thus  appointed  to  com- 
mand. By  the  liberal  distiihution  of  "  brevets  "  tbe  Governor 
assigned  to  duty,  officers  of  bis  own  political  faith,  from  ensign  to 
brigadier-general,  at  the  expense  of  regularly  commissioned  offi- 
cers who  were  Federalists.  His  military  papers  abound  w  ith  dis- 
putes between  officers  on  the  ipiestion  of  seniority.  Instead  of  sub- 
mitting these  disputes  to  the  Council  of  Appointment,  tbe  Gov- 
ernor invariably  called  a  board  of  officers,  and  as  the  majority  of 
these  boards  belonged  t«.>  iho  IJepublicau  party,  the  decision  in 
variably  was  against  tht-  Federalist  claimant. 

Instances  of  the  partisan  nature  of  military  appointments  and 
the  extent  to  which  party  feeling  and  party  prejudices  ran,  are 
clearly  portrayed  in  the  subjoined  extracts  from  Governor  Tomp- 
kins' papers: 

February  29,  1S12. 
To  the  Hon.  Peter  B.  Porter: 

"  The  pnclosed  Utter  is  from  Judge  Osborn  who  -wishes  an  appointment  in  the  army. 
He  -was  fornif-rly  a  docidt'd  Ffd.'ralist  .-ir.d  r-'prf-seutod  Oneida  county  in  the  Assembly 
for  several  years.  But  disappoiritment  in  HIO  and  dirgust  with  the  Federal  party  since, 
has  caused  him  to  avow  himself  a  llepublicaa.  *  •  •  *  He  is  well  quali- 
fied for  .1  iii.ij.T  i'l  til"  rimy,  a:-.!!  t  r;;:i  r<  >  .jiiirr.eud  him  cheorfully. 

I'y  a  list,  wliic  li  It  is  undcr^-tood  is  b'  fure  ttio  Secretary  of  'War,  I  learn  that  the 
nam>  s  of  Aquila  Giles  and  Solomon  Van  iionsselacr,  Benjamin  Walker  and  William 
Nortli  are  preneiitMl  for  the  fir.-t  i:rad.s  of  cninmand. 

•  «•*••• 

Our  Ri  i.iiblioans  will  illy  brook  it  that  t!i.>  command  of  an  army  la  a  contest  wlttk 
Gre.it  Britain  siiould  be  e::irust' d  to  such  men." 

And  again: 

March  2,  1S12. 
'•  To  John  B'I.lus: 

•  •  •  Tie'  Republic-a.i.'!  In  thl<!  nuart.T  are  d--'?lrous  that  instead  of  Mr.  Walton 
Fome  friend  to  ih-'  Goveriimi-e.t  should  have  the  transportation  of  navy  articles  from 
New  York  to  t!i.>  w.'stern  waters. 

'•  Wultna  IS  ..  '.i-id.  nd  in  the  Iifjht  of  a  British  adherent  and  is  larpely  engaged  in 
STiiugKlmt;  from  Car.a'la.        •        •        •        £ii  Lusher  is  the  Republicaa  transporter." 

AikI  linally: 

_     ^  ^  April  3,  1S12. 

To  Ck.n-.  Pali-DINg: 

"  I  Uavt;  rerelvLd  your  h  tt-  r  rel.-iUvfi  to  the  application  of  Mr.  Davis  for  tho  office  of 

deputy  co!iin.ls-ury  k- n.  r.il.     I   hav^  .:!.-■  ady  T' eomm.  nd-d   C>>\.    Lamb.     Even   if  I   liad 

not,  I  should  be  r>lii<taut   (o  ha/zarJ  any  further  recommendations  aft.r  such  ne  u  as 

William    North.    P-fer  J.   S- huyl-^r,    Holi.-rt   L.    Livingston,   etc.,  are   honor,  d   with    tho 

fcii;h.  St  military  di-,ii!ictii>u.s  in  th!«  Stat.-  l)y  a  Repuldi-an  aduiiuistratien.     1  shall  avoid 

even  tli"  iippi  aran.  .;  of  r«  ^<ponsibiiily  in  the  appi.iiilm.iits  to  be  made." 
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This  correspondence  would  indicate  that  a  good  citizen  is  capa- 
ble of  bt'coniing  a  rank  partisan  and  a  rank  partisan  a  great 
patriot. 

During  Governor  Tompkins*  first  term  his  speeelies  to  the  Legis- 
lature dwelt  more  ujion  the  serious  condition  of  our  national 
affairs  that  threatened  to  embroil  us  into  a  war  with  either  France 
or  Great  Britain.  In  his  first  speech  he  alluded  to  the  importance 
of  protecting  Xew  York  and  the  northern  frontier.  His  address 
to  the  Legislature,  January  30,  1810,  bore  mainly  upon  national 
matters,  with  a  vigorous  indorsement  of  President  Madison's 
foreign  policy. 

Having  a  majority  in  the  Assembly  in  1800,  the  Federalists  in 
answer  to  the  Go^"eruor''s  spe(,^ch.  tool;  issue  with  him  on  his  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Fedt^al  Administration's  foreign  policy. 
Most  of  the  time  of  the  session  was  wasted  by  both  of  the  great 
parties  playing  to  the  galleries  on  national  affairs  and  manufac- 
turing ammunition  to  be  used  in  the  forthcoming  campaign  and 
election  for  Governor. 

Governor  Tompkins  was  renominated  in  the  Republican  caucus 
February  .j,  1810.  without  a  dissenting  voice.  At  the  polls  his  ma- 
jority over  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  his  Federalist  oppo- 
nent, was  bt'iween  six  thousand  and  seven  thousand  votes.  In  his 
speech  to  the  Legislature,  January  29,  18 11,  he  renewed  the  assur- 
ance that  his  ••  best  efforts  shall  be  devoted  to  a  faithful  discharge 
of  the  importani  trust."  His  speech  was  brief.  One  half  of  it  was 
devoted  to  the  triangular  dispute  between  Great  Britain,  France 
and  tiie  I'liitrd  Srafes.  Tlic  filial  paragraph  alluded  to  the  cora- 
m<»n  srhddl  furid  and'Mlie  means  of  addin- to  th  •  libcT  il  p  uro-u'ge 
which  has  hi-rw  already  extended  for  the  ])romofi()n  of  learning 
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and  the  couse(iuent  advancement  of  the  cause  of  morality   and 
religion," 

He  was  now  tbe  leader  of  the  Kepublican  party  in  the  State. 
DeWitt  Clinton  was  his  most  dangerous  rival. 

For  twelve  years  the  Republican  party  had  achieved  a  series  of 
uninterrupted  successes  in  the  State  and  nation.  The  party  had 
attained  the  point  that  every  political  party  which  enjoys  a  suc- 
cessive line  of  victories,  reaches  where  it  is  menaced  bv'  greater 
dangers  and  perils  from  its  own  followers  than  from  its  opponents. 
So  it  was  now  with  the  Republican  party.  Schisms  threatened  it 
within  its  own  ranks. 

DeWitt  Clinton  was  strongly  attached  to  his  uncle  George,  the 
first  Governor  of  the  State.  He  espoused  his  uncle's  candidacy  to 
the  Presidency  in  ISOS  with  all  the  spirit  and  energy  he  could 
command.  The  selection  of  James  Madison  was  a  sore  disappoint- 
ment to  the  Clinton  family.  It  was  but  natural,  therefore,  that  in 
distributing  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Administration,  the  new 
President  should  ignore  the  Clinton  family,  who  had  opposed  his 
nomination,  and  favor  the  all-powerful  Livingston  family,  which 
had  supported  him.  The  quick  ti'iuper  of  DeWitt  Clinton  and  a 
vituperative  vocabulary  led  him  into  denunciation  of  the  "  Vir- 
ginia Dynasty,"  as  he  stigmatized  the  Administration.  The 
friends  of  the  President  in  Virginia  and  at  the  Federal  capital 
resented  these  attacks  in  language  fully  as  violent  and  with 
anathf-mas  equally  as  vigorous.    The  breach  widened. 

In  New  York  city,  where  DeWitt  Clinton  was  Mayor,  the  Fed- 
eral ofhceholders  openly  jissailed  him.  They  gathered  t<>gether  all 
the  disaffected  spirits  of  the  party  and  held  their  meetings  in 
Martlings  Long  Room,  hence  their  name,  "  Marl  ling  Men.''  This 
faction  was  never  particularly  numerous,  but  it  was  always  bois- 
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tefoiis.  billigeiont  and  active,  and  eventually  sapped  Clintoa's 
politit-'al  status  with  many  Republicans. 

Among  its  most  energetic  members  was  Mangle  Minthorne, 
Governor  Tompkins'  father-in-law.  The  Governor's  friends  were 
always  ready  to  aver  that  he  never  lent  any  of  his  influence  to  the 
'' Martling  Men,"'  but  it  is  only  human  nature  to  assume  that, 
when  they  were  in  need  of  encouragement,  the  Governor  was  not 
ungrateful  enough  to  turn  his  back  ujion  them.  They  were  known 
as  Madison  Republicans,  ^fore  out  <>f  s]  ite  than  as  a  matter  of 
judgment,  Clinton  had  originally  opposed  the  embargo.  Tomp- 
kins, as  Governor,  had  not  only  favored  the  embargo,  but  co-oper- 
ated with  the  Administrations  of  Jeiferson  and  ^Madison  in  carry- 
ing out  the  law.  When  the  Administration  desiied  the  influence 
of  the  Republican  party  in  Nev/  York,  Tompkins  was  consulted. 
And  the  quid  pro  quo  which  obtains  in  politics  was  never  with- 
held from  (^rovernor  Tompkins  when  the  assistance  of  the  Federal 
Administration,  up  to  the  last  year  of  his  final  term  as  Governor, 
was  essential. 

January,  1809,  Clinton  offered  a  resolution  in  the  State  Senate 
apptoviiig  the  embargo.  This  measure  was  regarded  at  the  time 
as  an  efl'ort  toward  conciliating  the  Xational  Administration.  It 
failed  to  produce  the  effect  he  desired. 

In  the  winter  of  lSll-12  DeWitt  Clinton's  name  was  pushed  for- 
ward by  his  friends  with  energy  for  the  Presidency.  The  Admin- 
istration had  lost  caste  not  only  with  the  people,  but  with  mem- 
bers of  its  own  i»arty  for  its  apathy  and  lack  of  decision  and  of 
force  in  its  foreign  polity,  rresideiit  iladison  was  accused  of 
over-caution,  of  timidity,  and  of  irn'solution. 

As  a  step  f<n'\vard  in  his  PresidcMitial  ambition,  DeWitt  Clinton 

was  elected  r-ieut»-n:int  Covernor  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the 
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death  of  John  Broome.  He  was  foiinally  put  in  Jiomination  for 
the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Legislative 
caucus  of  Republicans  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  May  '2d,  1812. 
The  minority,  or  Madison  Eepublicaus,  uttered  a  forcible  protest 
against  the  proceedings.  One  of  the  foremost  opposers  was  Clin- 
ton's old-time  friend.  Judge  Ambrose  Spencer,  with  whom  Clinton 
had  recently  quarreled,  snaj)}ung  a  friendship  that  had  endured 
for  years.  Arrayed  against  hin\  were  such  powerful  members  of 
his  party  as  Governor  Toni[»kins,  ex-Governor  Morgan  Lewis, 
Nathan  Sanford,  Judge  John  Tayler,  the  Livingston  family,  Gen- 
eral Erastus  Root,  Elisha  Jenkins,  Secretary  of  State,  General 
Peter  B.  Porter,  the  most  popular  and  most  powerful  politician  in 
the  western  end  of  the  State;  and  the  "  ]\Lartling  Men,''  who  had 
bloomed  into  Tammany  Hall  men. 

The  war  message  of  I'residcnt  Madison,  which  was  sent  to  Con- 
gress June  1,  1S12,  crushed  Clinton's  hopes,  whirled  the  Adminis- 
tration back  into  popular  favor,  and,  in  the  minds  of  all  fair  and 
far-seeing  men  loft  no  doubt  as  to  \hv  ri.'sult  of  the  election  at  the 
polls. 

Governor  Tompkins'  loputntioti  as  a  statesman  would  rest  on 
poor  soil  had  it  no  otlu-r  fonnd;ition  than  the  speech  he  delivered 
to  the  Legislature  January  L'>.  InI'J.  The  sentiments  he  expressed 
were  not  the  sontitnonts  of  a  broad  gauge,  liberal  and  sagacious 
man.  Consid<-raiion  must  Iw  made,  in  all  justice  to  him,  for  the 
knowledge  whirh  he  had  acpiir.-d  as  to  the  questionable  methods 
whieh  were  pra.ii<r(l  by  linancial  institutions  to  secure  legisla- 
tion \sliirli  i!e-y  I!. -I  -bd.  T!ie  I'liited  Siat.'s  Bank  had  gone  out  of 
exist<'io'.'.  It  lia.i  failed  lo  ],r;siiad.' r  •uii-i-.ss  to  renew  its  charter 
during  the  s.-ssi.-n  (.f  Isiu  IL     It  was  bea(<-n  in  the  Senate  bv  the 
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casting  vote  of  Vice-President  George  Clinton,  who  expounded 
the  Republican  idea  of  the  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution 
in  the  following  words: 

"  In  the  course  of  a  long  life  I  have  found  that  government  is 
not  to  be  strengthened  bv  an  assumption  of  doubtful  powers,  but 
by  a  wise  and  energetic  execution  of  those  powers  which  are  incon- 
testable.'' 

A  great  deal  of  the  capital  of  the  United  States  liaiik  had  been 
rendered  useless.  The  shrewdest  stockholders  conceived  the  idea 
of  creating  in  the  State  of  New  York  a  gigantic  institution  on  lines 
similar  to  those  of  the  United  States  Bank.  The  name  selected 
was  ''  The  Bank  of  America."  Agents  were  sent  skurrying  over 
the  State  to  interview  the  members-elect  of  the  Legislature  and  to 
offer  most  alluring  promises  for  votes.  Reports  of  these  nefarious 
operations  were  brought  to  the  Governor's  attention.  His  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  legislative  session  in  January,  1812,  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  ever  heard  from  a  Governor  in  the  halls 
of  legislation.  Fully  aware  of  the  corrupt  methods  practiced  by 
the  friends  of  the  bank,  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
petitions  for  new  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capitalization  of 
§18,r)00.000,  would  be  presented  during  the  coming  session. 

In  his  determination  to  prevent  the  wholesale  corruption  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  scandal  that  would  bring  everlasting  disgrace 
upon  the  State  of  New  York,  he  gave  utterance  to  arguments  and 
expressions  that,  were  it  not  for  his  zeal  and  his  sterling  sense  of 
honesty,  would  approach  close  to  the  demagogic. 

A  few  ([notations  from  his  address  will  better  explain  the  Gov- 
ernor's position: 

"One  prominent  objection  which  meets  us  at  the  threshold  of  an 
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examination  of  this  subject  is,  that  the  vaults  of  banlvS  are  the 
reservoirs  into  which  the  specie  is  collected,  aud  where  larger 
quantities  of  it  are  at  all  times  accessible  by  those  who  may  Avish 
to  send  it  out  of  the  country,  tlian  would  be  the  case  were  the 
specie  left  diffused,  instead  of  the  paper. 

"  Bank  stock  is  generally  owned  by  the  speculating,  the 
wealthy,  and  the  aspiring  part  of  society.  ♦  »  * 

"  The  inlluence  of  the  wealth  amassed  aud  concentrated  in  bank 
stock,  wielded  under  the  direction  of  a  few  persons  not  accounta- 
ble or  responsible  to  the  community  for  their  conduct,  nor  re- 
strained by  any  official  oath,  may  be  devoted  to  a  sway  over  indi- 
vidual passions,  sentinu'nts  and  exertions,  alarming  in  a  represen- 
tative government. 

»  «*♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

"  One  of  the  bah'ful  coDsequeuces  of  banks  is  the  facility  with 
which  credit  may  be  obtained  by  rcifaln  descriptions  of  persons 
in  and  near  cities  and  villages  tlirough  the  medium  of  a  responsi- 
ble endorser.  The  fictitious  capital  thus  acquired  by  a  man  in- 
spires confidence  in  all  descrii)tions  of  dealers  and  mechanics,  who 
consequently  trust  him." 

In  this  same  message,  with  war  impending,  the  Governor  de- 
votes a  paragraph  recommending  means  "for  the  gradual  and 
ultimate  extermination  from  amongst  us  of  slavery,  that  reproach 
of  a  free  peo[ile." 

Hardly  had  the  legislative  session  opened  ere  the  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  l)ank  was  iniroduced  in  the  Assembly.  A 
dazzling  bribe  accduipanitMl  tbe  i>etition — of  >:r)00.0()0 — S-100.000  of 
which  w.-r.*  t«»  be  presmted  to  the  common  school  fund.  slOO,000  to 
theliterahiic  fund,  and  the  remaining  S10t),000  to  be  paid  into  the 
Stale  treasury  at  th.-  expiration  of  twenty  years— and  here  was 
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the  African  in  the  woodpile — provided,  however,  that  the  Lej^nsla- 
ture  issue  no  other  bank  charters.  For  this  gigantic  monopoly, 
the  bank  people  expressed  themselves  as  willing  to  loan  to  the 
State  §1,000,000  at  5  per  cent,  for  the  construction  of  canals.  To 
lull  the  suspicion  and  gain  the  friendship  of  the  farmers,  an  addi- 
tional proposition  was  embodied,  to  loan  to  the  farmers  §1,000,000 
at  6  per  cent.  With  the  promise  of  so  much  cash  for  public  use, 
the  promoters  of  the  scheme  controlled  a  munificent  amount  for 
ready,  secret  and  sinister  purposes.  The  largest,  most  aggressive 
and  influential  lobby  ever  seen  in  Albany  was  present  to  advance 
the  prospects  of  the  bill.  Any  man,  no  matter  what  his  politics  or 
his  standing  in  the  community,  who  possessed  sufficient  influence 
to  '"'convince*'  a  doubting,  wavering,  recalcitrant  or  contumacious 
member  was  brought  to  Albany — transportation,  subsistence  and 
compensation  provided  for  by  the  liberality  of  the  promoters — to 
help  along  the  cause.  The  bill  went  a-spinning  through  the  As- 
sembly by  a  vote  of  oS  to  38.  There  was  no  question  about  the  re- 
sult in  the  Senate.  The  way  had  been  paved  with  gold, and  lighted 
with  the  most  enticing  promises.  The  climax  of  jubilation  and 
exhilaration  was  reached  by  the  promoters  and  friends  ,of  the 
scheme.  Success  was  assured  beyond  a  doubt.  They  had  the 
glass  to  their  lips,  when  of  a  sudden  it  was  dashed  from  their 
hand.  The  Governor,  in  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  preroga- 
tive, prorogued  the  Legislature. 

Furious  with  rage  and  disappointment,  the  friends  of  the 
scheme  exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  expletive  in  denouncing  the 
Governor.  "Tyrant,"  "usurper  of  the  libcrlies  of  the  people," 
''despot,"  Were  everyday  remarks  tliat  were  hurled  at  him.  lie 
was  accused  of  imitating  monarchical  methods.     The  Governor 
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was  well  supported  l.y  the  ablest  and  most  honest  men  of  his  own 
party.  He  had  delayed,  not  defeated,  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
Legislature  was  prorogued  March  27, 1S12.  It  reconvened  May  21, 
following.  The  Senate  picked  up  the  bill  and  sent  it  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Revision. 


II 

THE  PROVOCATIOXS  FOR  WAR. 

THE  FORBEARANCE,  PATIENCE  AND  TOLERANCE  EXERCISED  BY  THE 
UNITED  STATES  BEFORE  WAR  "WAS  DECLARED ENGLISH  AG- 
GRESSIONS AND  FRENCH  IMI  OSITIONS. 

There  was  no  time  between  tlie  peace  of  17S3  and  1S12  that  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  was  not  within  the 
range  of  possibilities.  Scarcely  a  year  passed  that  suthcient  prov- 
ocation was  not  given  that  would  have  justified  a  declaration  of 
war.  England  understood  our  weak,  almost  helpless  condition  as 
thoroughly  as  our  own  statesmen.  We  had  no  army  to  boast  of,  no 
navy  to  speak  of,  and  financially  we  were  next  door  to  bankruptcy. 
England  controlled  then,  as  she  does  to-day,  the  markets  of  the 
world.    Her  power  financially  was  transcendent. 

The  prejudice  in  this  country  against  England  was  natural,  out- 
spoken, deep-seated  and  bitter.  Nor  had  English  statesmen 
deemed  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  warrant  tlieir  making  any  effort  to  ])romote  more  cordial 
relations  betwet^i  the  two  countries.  The  two  treaties  which  had 
been  drafted  resulti-d  only  in  widening  tho  chasm  and  intensifying 
the  anti-English  spirit.    Both  instruments  were  regarded  by  the 


n 


'^Ki-.       I, IT 


'  .■J.'>'i..H> 

'  ■  •  n  T 


id-^J       .>r 


24  Annual  REroRT  of  the 

great  mass  of  the  American  people  as  clean  surrenders  on  tlie  part 
of  this  country  to  superior  English  cunning  and  more  experienced 
English  diplomacy.  The  first  or  Jay  treaty  was  received  with  vio- 
lent demonstrations.  In  rhiladel[)hia  John  Jay  was  burned  in 
effigy.  A  pair  of  scales  was  suspended  from  the  effigy,  labelled 
on  one  side:  ^'American  Liberty  and  Independence;"  on  the  other, 
"  British  Gold.''  Public  and  open  air  meetings  were  held  all  over 
the  country;  the  treaty  and  its  spoiisois  were  overwhelmingly  and 
virulently  denounced.  In  New  York,  Alexander  Ilamilton,  who 
only  a  few  months  before  had  been  presented  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  attempted  to  make  a  speech  from  the  balcony  of  the 
old  City  Hall,  but  the  mob  pelted  him  and  his  friends,  among 
whom  was  Eufus  King,  with  stones  and  forced  them  to  retire. 
The  mob  split,  one  party  under  the  hadersliip  of  Edward  Living- 
ston, proceeded  to  the  IJuwling  CJreen  and  burned  a  copy  of  the 
obnoxious  instrument  in  front  of  the  Governor's  house.  In 
Albany  two  partit-s  cf  Federalists  and  anti-Federalists  came  to- 
gether with  a  clash  on  what  is  now  Green  street,  and  a  serious 
riot  was  prevented  o;i!y  tlirougli  the  personal  ell'orts  of  the  cooler- 
headed.  The  tide  tinned  in  favor  of  the  treaty  when  the  Xew  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce  adopted  resolutions  approving  it.  TMiile 
the  treaty  contained  many  objectionable  features,  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful,  Willi  ;ill  ilie  iai<-r  li-lit  that  has  been  thrown  upon  the 
proceedings  wliirh  attended  its  adejitiun,  whether  Jay  could  have 
secured  more  concessions  and  whether  any  other  man  could  have 
done  as  well  as  Jay  had.  The  question  at  issue  was  the  ''adoption 
of  a  treaty.  "  or  -  a  d.-.  laratien  ..f  war."  At  no  tinn-  in  our  his- 
tory were  the  I'nit.  d  Siaf.  >  in  so  \u,nv  a  -  (»n<]iti.ui  to  tight. 

The  Frskine  tr<'aty.  wlnrh  foD.iw.d  tlie  Jav  treatv.  had  been 
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drafted  by  England's  accredited  agent,  and  was  simply  a  dead 
letter;  for  England  never  made  the  slightest  pretence  to  put  it  into 
effect. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  England  to  begin  aggressions  on  the 
high  seas  against  this  country  to  stimulate  the  hatred  and  inten- 
sify the  bitterness  then  prevailing.  The  natural  sympathy  and 
predilections  of  Americans  were  strongly  in  favor  of  the  French 
people.  From  their  mother's  breasts  they  had  imbibed  hostility  to 
England,  which  had  developed  into  the  conviction  when  they  at- 
tained manhood  that  England  was  the  "'  common  enemy  "  of  the 
United  States.  Men  who  in  the  first  decade  of  this  century  were 
most  prominent  in  public  life,  had  been  born  during  or  in  the 
years  immediately  succeeding  the  Revolutionary  War.  They  had 
not  forgotten  the  descriptions  of  the  loathsome  horrors  of  the 
British  prison  ships,  or  the  indescribable  cruelties  practiced  by 
English  soldiers  and  their  allies,  the  Hessians  and  Indians, 
during  the  seven  years  of  that  war.  On  the  other  hand,  the  gener- 
osity and  friendship  of  the  French  people  during  our  struggle 
were  gratefully  cherisliod.  and  forever  glorifie'd.  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son's inlluence  was  habitually  exerted  to  foster  the  sentimental 
relations  that  existed  between  France  and  the  United  States.  He 
had  returned  from  Paris  a  full-fledged  Jacobin,  In  imitation  of 
French  customs  and  manners,  the  organization  of  political  clubs 
became  epidemic,  cockades  were  worn  in  hats,  French  styles  of 
dress  were  adopted,  the  French  spirit  was  thoroughly  diffused 
and  French  principles  became  a  part,  for  the  time  being,  of  our 
body  politic. 

Political  parties  divided  on  the  «in<'stion  of  foreign  relations. 
The  Federalists  were  known  as  the  English  party,  the  Kepublican 
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party  as  the  French  party.  The  Federalists  in  reproach  caHed 
their  political  opponents  "'  Democrats  ''  because  the  Republican 
party  was  believed  to  be  in  principle  and  practice  allied  with  the 
Jacobin  clubs  in  France.  The  term  '•  Republican  party  "  was  used 
by  the  members  of  that  party  until  the  election  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son, in  1S28,  when  it  assumed  the  name  it  still  bears,  "  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.-' 

With  this  brief  statenu-nt  of  fact,  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
second  war  with  Great  Brilain,  the  dilTerence  in  sentiment  in  this 
country,  the  reasons  that  ;;(tverned  (me  political  party  in  opposing 
and  the  other  political  parry  in  favorinj]:  the  war.  the  attitude  of 
New  England  and  of  other  States.  aii<l  the  politics  that  Massachu- 
setts played  against  New  Yerk  and  !'•  nnsylvania,  can  be  more 
clearly  understood  as  the  narrative  unfolds. 

When  in  1S0.3  hostilities  were  renewed  between  Fiance  and 
England,  each  of  the  belligerent  i)Owers  seemed  to  be  governed 
by  a  determination  to  our-do  each  other  in  repudiating  all  obliga- 
tions that  were  due  (his  <  ..initry  as  bet w. -en  nations.  The  depre- 
dations and  aggressions  that  wii"  hhhIo  upon  our  commercial 
rights  and  national  jiiiTogativrs.  in  defiance  of  ordinary  de- 
cency and  international  law.  we--,,  tiagtant.  intolerable  and  out- 
rageous. r>rinsh  cruis'is  and  privati-ers  played  the  part  of  high- 
waymen upon  the  hitrh  stas  and  waylaid  merchant  vessels  of  the 
United  Stat.-s  wh.T.-v.-r  ,.]. p. .minify  pr.seut.-d  itself;  members 
of  crews  of  Ameri<-an  ships  w.-re  r.in(.\.-d  by  violence  or  by  force 
of  numbe:s  and  iinia-.'-siil  injo  rho  K[;glis]i  si^rvice.  Complaint 
was  nmd.-  l-i  (h--  I-ji-li-^ii  -ov.  rtwn.'nf  a^  far  back  as  ITIVJ  on  these 
two  heads.  Tie-  r-:i(.  .1  m.m-  s  in  tliat  <-..nii.laint  calh-d  ail.nuion 
to  the  irritati(»n  that   liad  l-.-n  .■xcjt.d  in    this    countrv    a«^ainst 
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Eiigland  and  an  explanation  was  called  for.  England  resorted 
to  diplomacy  and  this  country  received  no  satisfaction,  except  the 
Jay  treaty.  Even  then  England  continued  her  aggressions.  The 
United  States  diplomatically  suggested  that  war  between  the  two 
nations  was  inevitable  unless  England  changed  her  policy.  In  the 
diplomatic  correspondence  which  followed  and  which  covered  a 
period  of  five  years,  England  was  informed  ''that  the  irai^ressment 
of  American  seamen  was  an  injury  of  very  serious  magnitude. . 
which  deeply  affected  the  feelings  and  honor  of  the  nation ;  yet 
that  they  were  impressed;  they  were  dragged  on  board  British 
ships  of  war  with  the  evidence  of  citizenship  in  their  hands  and 
forced  by  violence  there  to  serve  until  conclusive  testimonials  of 
their  birth  could  be  obtained." 

Every  remonstrance  that  reached  England  from  the  United 
States  was  met  by  the  English  diplomatic  policy  of  negotiation  and 
delay.  The  seizure  of  Ameriran  ships,  the  rifling  of  American 
commerce  and  the  impressment  of  American  seamen  continued 
with  unabated  insolence  and  with  unrestricted  violation  of  all 
law,  common,  maritime  and  internntional.  The  case  was  excel- 
lently expressed  by  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  his  narrative  or  vindication  of  the  war: 

"  But  the  English  claim  expanding  with  singular  elasticity  was 
soon  found  to  include  a  right  to  enter  American  vessels  on  the 
high  seas  in  order  to  search  for  and  seize  all  British  seamen;  it 
next  embraced  the  case  of  every  British  subject;  and  finally  in  its 
practical  enforcement,  it  has  been  extended  to  every  mariner  who 
could  not  prove  upon  the  spot  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

''While  the  nature  of  the  British  claim  was  thus  ambiguous  and 
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fluctuating,  the  principle  lo  which  it  was  referred,  for  justification 
and  support,  appeared  to  be  at  once  arbitrary  and  illusory.  It  was 
not  recorded  in  any  positive  code  of  the  law  of  nations;  it  was  not 
displayed  in  the  elementary  works  of  the  civilian;  nor  had  it  ever 
been  exemplified  in  the  maritime  usages  of  any  other  country  in 
any  other  age.  In  truth  it  was  the  offspring  of  the  municipal  law 
of  Great  Britain  alone;  equally  o])orative  in  a  time  of  peace  and  in 
a  time  of  war;  and,  under  all  circumstances,  inflicting  a  coercive 
jurisdiction  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  world." 

Thus  international  complications  went  from  bad  to  worse — ■ 
until  the  United  States  found  itself  between  two  blades  of  Euro- 
pean shears — France  enforcing  the  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees, 
clipping  our  vessels  under  an  arrogant  assumption  that  "  every 
neutral  vessel  found  on  the  high  seas,  whatsoever  be  her  cargo, 
and  whatsoever  foreign  [lorr  be  that  of  her  departure  or  destina- 
tion, shall  be  deemed  lawful  prize;"  and  England,  by  her  orders 
in  council,  cutting  into  our  prerogatives  by  forcibly  entering 
American  ships  and  violently  inijuessing  American  seamfeu. 

Encouraged  by  the  cautious  policy  of  I'resident  Jefferson,  and 
emboldened  by  tlio  uell-laiuwn  helplessness  of  this  country,  Eng- 
land now  proceeded  to  exti  euitly  audacious  methods.  A  squadron 
of  English  men  of-war  j>  itreH.-d  <>ur  coasts,  bloi-kaded  our  porta, 
invaded  our  bays  and  riv.  i<.  am  tn.rcd  in  ihe  harbors  and  threat- 
ened defenceless  lowris  wiih  dcsi luction. 

A  crisis  was  r-achi  d.  how.-ver.  when  the  "  Leopard,"  a  50-gun 
English  shi[>.  attacked  and  disabi.-d  iht-:;*',  gun  American  frigate, 
♦'  Chesapeake."  (.If  the  X'ii-ini.i  cisr.  uimLt  tie-  guns  of  the  Eng- 
lish sipiailrori.  -Iuim-  »■_*.  l-^i'T.  Th.-  •■  < 'li,-,;ij„.ake."  bound  for  the 
Mediterranean  under  cuiniaiid  ..f  Captain  Jauies  P.arron,  sailed 
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from  Hampton  Roads  at  eight  o'clock  iu  the  morning.  The 
"  Leopard."  Captain  Humphreys,  had  left  her  anchorage  at  Lynn- 
haven  some  time  before  and  preceded  the  "  Chesapeake ''  to  sea. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  -when  forty-five  miles  from  port, 
the  ''  Leopard  "  hailed  the  ''  Chesapeake,"  Captain  Humphreys 
explaining  that  he  had  dispatches  for  England,  a  courtesy  that 
was  commonly  exchanged  between  men-of-war.  Upon  reaching 
the  deck  of  the  "  Chesapeake,"  the  English  lieutenant,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  the  di*;patches,  produced  an  order  from  Vice- 
Admiral  Berkeley,  directing  all  commanders  in  the  English 
squadron  to  board  the  ''  Chesapeake  "  wherever  found  on  the  high 
seas  and  "  to  search  for  deserters,"  and  "  to  proceed  to  search  for 
the  same." 

Captain  Barron  refused  to  x>ermit  any  search  of  his  ship  to  be 
made.  The  "  Leopard  "  fired  a  shot  across  the  bow  of  the  Ameri- 
can frigate.  The  latter  refused  to  obey  this  summary  command 
"  to  heave  to,"  and  the  •*  Leopard  ''  poured  a  broadside  into  the 
"  Chesapeake." 

When  the  English  lieutenant  left  the  ''  Chesapeake,"  Captain 
Barron  ordered  the  ship  cleared  for  action.  But  the  ship  was  in  no 
shape  to  resist.  Her  decks  were  blocked  with  ship's  furniture, 
personal  etTects,  boxes  of  provisions  and  chicken  coops.  The  crew 
were  unable  to  find  wads,  gun  locks,  matches  and  ram  rods. 

For  fifteen  minutes  the  ''  Chesapeake  ''  received  broadside  upon 
broadside  from  the  "  Leoi)ard  "  without  being  able  to  fire  a  gun  in 
return.  Her  sails  were  riddled  and  her  masts  were  scarred.  She 
was  hulled  twenty-one  times.  As  the  American  flag  fluttered 
to  the  deck  in  tok(>n  of  surrt-ndcr.  Lieutenant  Allen,  comnumding 
the  second  division  of  the  "  Clu'saj»eakt',''  picked  a  hot  coal  from 
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the  galley  with  his  fingers  and  dropped  it  on  the  vent  of  one  of 
his  guns.  The  shot  thus  fired  hulled  the  '*  Leopard."  Hostilities, 
such  as  they  were,  then  ceased. 

The  ''Chesapeake's"  loss  in  this  uncalled  for  and  outrageous  at- 
tack was  three  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  British  officers 
boarded  the  "  Chesapeake  "  and  removed  five  of  her  crew,  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  deserted  from  English  men-of-war.  The 
•'Chesapeake"  returned  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  '^ Leopard,"  with 
delightful  effrontery,  sailed  westward  and  made  anchorage  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  T'nited  States. 

This  episode  produced  an  uproar  of  excitement  in  this  country. 
Many  ultra  Republicans  clamored  for  war.  The  usual  diplomatic 
correspondence  ensued.  The  English  officer  guilty  of  the  offense 
was  transferred  to  another  station  and — promoted.  Reparation 
was  made  to  this  country,  but  "so  ungracious  in  the  manner  and 
so  tardy  in  the  result"  as  to  intensify  rather  than  mitigate  the 
feeling  of  hostility  to  England.  English  sentiment  in  this 
country,  however,  deprecated  war  and  asserted  that  the  French 
decrees  were  as  obnoxious  in  their  inception,  design  and  execution 
as  the  British  orders  in  council. 

Following  the  general  national  policy  of  retaliation,  this  gov- 
ernment introduced  the  embargo  and  enforced  it  after  a  fashion. 
It  was  Mr.  Jefferson's  antidote  for  war.  The  recoil  of  this  gun 
upon  this  country  was  more  disastrous  than  the  effect  of  its  dis- 
charge upon  the  two  countri<s  at  whom  it  was  aimed,  England 
and  France.  It  was,  therefore,  spiked;  the  embargo  was  raised 
and  the  {tolicy  of  non-intercourse  and  non-importation  substituted. 
This  system,  which  was  jmt  in  operation  March.  ISOfl.  prohibited 
American  ships  from  entering  British  and  French  dominions  and 
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from  trading  in  articles  of  French  or  English  product  and  manu- 
facture. Authority  was  vested  in  the  President  to  renew  trade 
with  France  or  Great  Britain  should  one  or  the  other,  or  both, 
revoke  or  modify  the  decrees  of  the  one  or  the  orders  in  council  of 
tlie  other. 

Napoleon  and  the  Prince  Regent  paid  no  attention  to  the  pacifi- 
catory course  of  the  United  States.  The  National  Administration 
then  decided  upon  war.  Before  closing  the  door  of  peace,  how- 
ever, the  United  States  extended  the  time  to  March  3,  ISll,  for 
England  and  France  to  relax  or  remove  their  oppre.-sive  measures; 
if  either  one  or  the  other  failed  to  grasp  this  chance  for  peace, 
then,  at  the  expiration  of  three  months,  the  provisions  of  the  non- 
intercourse  and  non-importation  act  should  be  revived. 

Diplomacy  and  negotiation  looking  to  a  peaceful  end  of  the 
difficulties  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  were  lost 
by  the  stubborn  and  bull-headed  policy  of  the  older  country. 
France  in  the  meantime  had  sophistieally  revoked  her  decr^?es. 

As  a  last  resort  to  avert  war,  the  Congress  in  ISll  passed  a  new 
act  of  conciliation,  directed  squarely  and  specifically  at  Great 
Britain.  England's  obduracy  continued.  Slie  not  only  refused  to 
rescind  or  moTlify  her  orders,  but  attemi>ted  to  open  a  diplomatic 
quibble  over  the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  in  their  particu- 
lar relations  to  this  country.  ^loderation,  toleration  and  consid- 
eration, patience,  fair  play  and  ordinary  decency  against  such  a 
policy  and  against  such  a  nation  ceased.  Diplomatic  resources 
had  been  exhausted.  National  pride  had  been  stretched  to  the 
utmost  limit.  The  United  States  had  repeatctlly  ignored  the  vain- 
glorious principles  that  stump  speakers  love  to  allude  to  as  "  the 
nation's  dignity  and  the  nation's  honor  "  in  order  to  preserve 
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peace  and  avert  war.  En-lnud  up  to  this  time  had  impressed  from 
the  crews  of  American  merchant  vessels,  fully  six  thousand 
sailors,  who  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States;  a  thou- 
sand American  vessels  had  been  seized  and  their  car^roes  confis- 
cated. 


Ill 

PRESIDENT  MADISON'S  MESSAGE. 

niS    nECOnn    as    a    FEDEIiALI^-T    AND    AS    A    IlEPUBLICAN  CAUTIOUS, 

DELIBERATE    AND    INDECISIVE NEW    ENGLAND'S    EFFORTS    TO 

CRIPPLE  THE  EFFORTS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  ADMINISTRATION. 

President  ^ladison  sent  his  war  message  to  Congress  Jnne  1, 
1812.  June  ISth  the  Congress  dechired  war  against  Great 
Britain.  In  summing  up  his  reasons  for  a  declaration  of  war.  the 
President  used  these  words: 

"  British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  continued  practice  of  violating  the  American  flag 
on  the  great  highway  of  nations,  and  of  seizing  and  carrying  off  persons  sailing  under 
it,  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  belligi^rent  right  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an 
enemy,  but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over  British  subjects.  British  jurisdiction  is 
thus  extended  to  neutral  vessels  in  a  situation  where  no  laws  can  operate  but  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong,  and  a  self-redres3 
Is  assumed  which,  if  British  subjects  were  wrongfully  detained  and  alone  concerned.  Is 
that  substitution  of  force  for  a  resort  to  the  responsible  sovereign  which  falls  within 
the  definition  of  war.  Could  the  seizure  of  British  subjects  in  such  cases  be  regarded 
as  within  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right,  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war,  which  for- 
bid an  article  of  captured  property  to  be  adjudged  without  a  regular  investigation  before 
a  competent  tribunal,  would  imperiously  demand  the  fairest  trial  where  the  sacred 
rights  of  pf  rsons  were  at  issue.  In  place  of  such  a  trinl  these  rights  are  subjected  to  the 
■will  of  every  petty  commander. 

•'  The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affecting  Briti?!i  .subjects  alone  that,  under  the 
pretext  of  searching  for  these,  thousands  of  American  citizens,  under  the  safeguard  of 
public  law  and  of  their  national  Hag,  have  been  torn  from  their  country  and  from  every- 
thing dcar^to  them;  have  been  dragged  on  board  ships  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation  and 
exposed,  under  the  severities  of  their  discipline,  to  be  exiled  to  the  most  distant  deadly 
climes,  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  the  melancholr 
Instruments  of  taking  away  those    of  their  own  brethren. 

"  Against  this  crying  enormity,  which  Great  Britain  would  be  so  prompt  to  avenge 
If  committed  against  herself,  the  United  States  have  in  vain  exhausted  remonstrances 
and  expostulations,  and  that  no  proof  might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  disposi- 
tions, and  no  pretext  left  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice,  the  British  Government  was 
formally  assured  of  the  readiness  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  arrangements  such 
as  could  not  bo  rejected  if  the  recovery  of  British  subjects  were  the  real  and  the  sole 
object.    The  communication  passed  without  effect." 

On,.'  of  tlie  best  nttorances  in  the  message  is  the  ])aragraiih 
which  reads: 

"  Wo  behold,  in  fine,  on  th^^  side  of  Grrat  Britain  a  state  of  war  against  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  a  state  of  peace  toward  Great  Britain." 
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The  PresMeiU's  moss;i;;»^  took  the  country  by  surprise,  not 
so  much  because  it  declared  for  war,  for  the  country  had  been 
expecting  such  a  result  for  four  years  at  least,  but  because  ^ladi- 
son  had  gathered  courage,  energy  and  determination  enough  to 
draft  and  pronuilgate  it.  A  marked  revulsion  of  sentiment  in  his 
favor  set  in.  The  message  was  regarded  as  the  one  strong  act  of 
an  Administration  that  had  lieen  conspicuous  for  indecision, 
excessive  caution  and  hn-k  of  l)a(kboue. 

President  ^ladison  originally  was  a  Federalist,  lie  was  called 
"  the  Father  of  the  <.'onstiiuti<>n."'  ( )f  the  eighty  papers  of  "■  The 
Federalist,"  he  prepared  twenty-nine,  Hamilton  forty-six  and 
John  Jay  five.  In  one  of  his  paiK-rs  ^ladison  wrote:  *'  Every  man 
who  loves  peace,  every  man  wlio  lo\es  his  country,  every  man  who 
loves  liberty,  ought  to  have  it  ever  before  his  eyes  that  he  may 
cherish  in  his  heart  a  du<'  aiia<'!ini''nt  to  the  union  of  America  and 
be  able  to  set  a  due  value  on  the  means  of  preserving  it." 

"  The  means  "  he  alludes  to  was  the  Federal  constitution. 

But  tiuie,  like  all  things,  produced  a  marked  change  in  Madison. 
The  death  of  Washington  left  Jellerson,  a  born  anti-Federalist, 
the  strongest  man  in  Virginia.  It  is  usual  now-a-days  to  speak  of 
Madison  -as  a  man  who  was  a  statesman  until  he  became  Presi- 
dent, and  ^\ho  df-velojied  inio  a  jiolitician  after  he  was  elected 
President.  This  is  a  serious  mistake.  As  far  back  as  17S9,  Madi- 
son, as  a  Ft.-deralist,  was  t!<feated  for  the  United  States  Senate  in 
Virginia — hti  was  ihen  thirtvcight  years  of  age — and  was  elected 
to  the  lower  hotise  of  Congress  only  after  he  had  openly  repu- 
diated the  then  i.revatliiig  impn-ssion  that  he  was  opposed  to 
amendments  to  tlu."  Federal  constirulion.  P.y  jdedging  himself  to 
the  support  of  the  amenilm.-nts  tlnn  proposed  he  was  one  of  the 
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seven  Federalists  chosen  out  of  Virginia's  quota  of  ten  Congress- 
men. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  tliat,  in  after  years,  yielding  to 
the  influences  of  environment,  he  became  a  devotee  of  Jeffer- 
son's, for,  after  all,  in  those  days  the  power  of  Virginia  in  national 
politics  was  progressive,  irresistible  and  supreme.  The  man 
whose  ambition  was  fired  for  advancement,  politically,  must  of 
needs  recognize  and  pay  tribute  to  this  political  mercenary  who 
kept  the  toll  gate  on  the  road  to  the  White  House.  "  Go  with  the 
State  "  was  rhe  motto  that  blurred  the  principles  of  many  a  man 
who  in  all  other  respects  was  clear  headed — a  motto  that  subse- 
quently crystallized  into  the  revolutionary  doctrine  of  State's 
Rights  and  led  to  the  most  destructive  war  modern  times  has 

For  twenty-four  out  of  twenty-eight  years,  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  gone  to  the  State  of  Virginia. 
The  Secretary  of  State  was  regarded  as  the  residuary  legatee  of  an 
Administration,  as  the  senior  lieutenant-colonel  is  looked  upon 
as  the  next  commandant  of  a  regiment. 

Jefferson  had  served  as  Washington's  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Madison  occupied  the  same  relative  position  in  Jefferson's  Cabi- 
net.  Jefferson  named  his  successor  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  eight  years  later  Madison  named  his. 

Madison's  training  was  eqii;illy  that  of  a  ]>olitician  and  a  diplo- 
mat. By  Europeans  he  was  regarded  as  a  cultivated  diplomatist 
trained  in  ail  the  arts  of  the  most  finished  modern  school.  Singu- 
lar as  it  may  appear,  this  it'imi ration  was  established  also  in  the 
United  States  at  hirge.  ouisiile  of  Virginia;  in  his  native  State  he 
was  known  as  *'  Little  Jimmie  3Ia<lison,  the  politician." 
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He  bad  never  been  looked  upon  as  a  leader  or  an  orator.  He 
was  not  a  .irraceful,  tboui^h  lie  was  a  logical  and  convincing 
speaker.  He  relied  more  ujion  careful  preparation  and  disin- 
terested statement  of  fact  than  upon  similes  of  sunset-colored 
appeals  to  the  imagination.  He  was  shifty  rather  than  steadfast, 
procrastinating  rather  than  energetic,  and  cautious  rather  than 
bold. 

His  conduct  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain,  ridiculously 
termed  by  many  writers  as  "  the  second  war  of  independence/' 
was  conspicuous  for  lack  of  action,  of  spirit,  of  energy  and  of  co- 
operation between  the  State  militia  and  the  regular  troops. 
Naturally,  the  President  was  held  accountable  for  all  tiie  mistakes 
made  by  the  land  forces.  He  lost  caste  not  only  with  the  people^ 
but  with  his  own  party. 

In  all  fairness. however, the  Presidentwasseriouslyhandicapped 
in  many  ways.  The  country  was  very  young,  very  weak  and  ex- 
tremely poor — weak  from  a  military  and  poor  from  the  financial 
standpoint.  Factional  political  differences  frustrated  the  per- 
formance of  many  commendable  national  projects. 

Opposition  to  the  war  was  not  based  on  party  lines.  It  is  true 
many  Federalists,  no  doubt  the  majority  in  Xcay  England,  were 
against  war,  as  numy  Republicans  denounced  war  in  New  York. 
On  tlie  other  hand,  a  number  of  prominent  New  England  Federal- 
ists favored  the  war.  Political  juarties  may  have  influenced,  but 
they  did  not  control,  public  sentiment  on  the  question.  The  great 
body  of  Federalists  was  governed  by  their  friendship  and  aflec- 
tion  for  Ort-at  IWitain.  Their  contention  that  the  United  States 
possessed  no  sullicient  cause  for  war  with  England,  but  had  every 
provocation  to  tight  France,  was  flimsy  and  absurd,  and  carried 
neither  conviction  to  those  who  heard  it  nor  respect  for  those  who 
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advanced  it.  The  class  who  opposed  the  war  because  the  decLira- 
tiou  was  premature  and  the  countiv  was  in  no  condition  to  fight 
Great  Britain  any  more  than  it  was  to  fight  France,  had  more  sub- 
siantial  grounds  to  stand  upon  and  a  more  reasonable  proposition 

to  advance. 

For  several  years  British  emissaries  had  been  canvassing  New 
En-land  disseminating  the  insinuation  that  the  Republican  party 
in  this  country  favored  France;  that  Napoleon  was  more  to  be 
feared  and  was  a  greater  enemy  to  the  United  States  than  Eng- 
land.   The  strong  English  sentiment  that  prevailed  in  New  Eng- 
land permitted  these  arguments  unrestricted   sway.    From   the 
course  of  New  England  during  the  war,  there  can  be  no  question 
that  England  had  insidiously  planted  the  seed  in  the  Eastern 
States  for  a  recolonization  of  the  American  States  with  a  view  of 
ultimately  securing  possession  of  all  her  old  colonies  east  of  the 
Ohio  and  north  of  the  Fotomac.    The  course  of   New   England 
dimply  justifies  this  impression.     Massachusetts    was    the    first 
State  to  denounce  the  war;  the  New  England  banks  were   con- 
trolled by  Federalist  capitalists,  and  not  only  refused  to  loan  a 
dollar  to  the  Government,  but  to  use  any  influence  that  would 
give  standing,  credit  or  currency  to  the  Treasury  notes.    It  went 
one  step  further.    Massachusetts  was  the  first  State  to  draw  the 
line  that  authority  was  equally  divided  between  the  Governor  of 
a  State  and  the  Tresident  of  the  United  States,  to  determine  the 
exigency  which  requirt'd  the  calling  out  of  the  State  militia. 

Arguments,  specious,  fallacious  and  iniquitous  were  used  to  the 
end  to  sidit  the  United  States  in  twain,  and  obstacles  that  would 
liave  been  lidiculous  had  they  not  been  revolutionary  were 
thrown  in  the  way  to  embarrass  the  national  authorities. 
The   ringleaders   in   this  conspiracy  against   the  National   Gov- 


•n   ,!><.  Jr.!j'>'-''f    VU 


I'!   M,|;    ; 


38  Annual  Kkport  of  the 

eminent  were  Harrison  day  Otis,  Cyrus  King,  balf-brotlier 
of  Kufus  King,  and  Governor  Caleb  Strong.  The  latter,  August  1, 
1812,  asked  the  Supremo  Court  of  Massachusetts  oflQcially  for 
advice  on  two  propositions:  First,  Whether  the  President  or  the 
Governor  were  to  determine  when  the  exigency  had  arisen  when 
the  militia  of  the  State  were  to  be  placed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  second,  whether,  when  the  exigency  is  determined, 
and  the  militia  employed  accordingly,  they  can  be  commanded  by 
any  but  militia  office'is,  except  the  President  himself.  The  Massa- 
chusetts Supreme  Court,  to  a  man,  submitted  to  the  influence  of 
their  environment  and  rend<'red  an  absurd  decision  that  gratified 
the  Federalists  of  New  England  and  produced  no  end  of  irritation 
at  Washington. 

Massachusetts  occupitd  by  no  means  an  isolated  position  on 
this  proposition.  P>etweeu  the  lirst  and  second  sessions  of  the 
Thirteenth  Congress,  she  received  hearty  support  from  four  of  her 
fellow  Xew  England  States.  Governors  John  Taylor  Gilman,  of 
Kew  Hampshire.  William  Jones  of  Rhode  Island,  and  John  Cotton 
Smith  of  Connecticut  delivered  addresses  to  their  Legislatures, 
condemning  the  war  and  the  National  Government.  Governor 
Smith's  address  was  [>y  far  the  most  moderate  in  language  and 
conservative  in  tone. 

It  remained.  hnwcv.T.  f..r  Gov.-nior  Martin  Chittenden  of  Ver- 
moiit  to  drfy  the  Xaiietial  G.iv.'inment  and  to  ap]>roach  the  line 
that  divides  s.-diii-m  and  ii  'avoii.  Octolier  L'.'J.  1S13,  he  expressed 
himself  to  tin'  l,;';.'islatuie  ill  this  manner:  ''The  militia,''  he 
declared.  ••  v,;!-  .x.-lu-iv.  !y  iis-i^Mud  f«.r  lie-  service  and  protec- 
tion of  til'-  ^.-vn-.-il  Sr:ifs.  e\.'..pt  to  exernte  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  snpj'i'-s'J  insuii-eitii.ii«^  or  repel  invasions.     It  never  was 
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intended  that  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  were  by  any  kind  of 
magic  at  once  to  be  transformed  into  a  regular  army." 

Having  delivered  himself  of  this  bit  of  demagogy,  he  proceeded 
the  following  month  to  illustrate  his  ideas  in  a  manner  that  would 
have  led  to  serious  consequences  had  a  man  of  more  determina- 
tion than  Madison  occupied  the  White  House.  At  a  critical  period 
of  the  campaign,  when  Hampton's  wing  of  the  Northern  Army 
was  directed  to  march  into  Canada  to  co-operate  with  General 
Wilkinson's  Army  of  Invasion,  Governor  Chittenden,  from  Mont- 
pelier,  and  as  Captain-General  and  Governor,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion ordering  the  Vermont  Brigade,  which  was  stationed  at 
Plattsburg  and  operating  under  the  orders  of  United  States  offi- 
cers, to  return  to  their  homes,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  their 
own  brigade,  there  to  repel,  if  need  be,  the  enemy's  invasion,  either 
in  co-operation  with  troops  of  the  United  States,  or  separately,  aa 
might  be  necessary. 

To  the  credit  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Vermont  regiments 
be  it  said,  the  Governor's  proclamation  was  repudiated.  The  offi- 
cers "  absolutely  and  positively  "  refused  "  obedience  to  the  order 
of  his  proclamation."  The  final  sentence  of  the  address  of  the 
officers  reads:  "A  knowledge  of  your  Excellency's  character 
induces  us  to  believe  that  the  folly  and  infamy  of  the  proclama- 
tion to  which  you  have  put  your  signature  are  chielly  ascribable 
to  the  evil  advisers  by  which  your  excellency  is  encompassed." 

General  Jacob  Davis  of  the  Vermont  militia,  who  was  charged 
by  Governor  Chittenden  with  the  execution  of  his  order,  was 
promi»tly  i»hu;ed  in  arrest  by  the  regular  army  officer  in  command 
at  riattsburg.  The  matter  was  finally  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  whose  decision  sustained  the  position 
taken  by  the  regimental  officers,  and  repudiated  the  revolutionary 
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doctrines  established  by  tlie  Supremo  Court  of  Massachusetts  and 

tlie  Governor  of  Vermont. 

While  Maryland,  whose  Governor,  Levin  Winder,  like  Governor 
Strong  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolution,  sympa- 
thized with  ^'ew  England  in  its  opposition  to  the  war  and  to  the 
Federal  administration,  President  ?>fadison  had  no  cause  for  com- 
plaint against  the  generous  support  and  vigorous  co-operation  he 
received  from  2sew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Kentucky. 

England  unquestionably  appreciated  the  position  that  was 
assumed  by  Xew  England  toward  her,  for  the  protective  policy  the 
older  country  displayed  toward  that  section  w^as  conspicuously 
significant.  While  a  fleet  of  P.ritish  war  vessels  was  maintained 
to  blockade  the  Atlantic  coast,  not  a  hostile  shot  was  fired  from  a 
British  vessel  at  New  England  except  during  the  three  days'  bom- 
bardment of  Stonington,  Conn.,  August,  1S14,  nor  was  a  hostile 
army  seen  during  the  war  in  any  one  of  the  New  England  States. 
On  the  other  hand.  New  York,  which  from  the  outset  had  sup- 
ported the  war,  felt  the  full  brunt  of  England's  wrath  from  first  to 
last.  The  strategic  politics  of  the  war  can  be  seen  by  a  review  of 
these  facts;  and  the  argument  that  England  was  hopeful  of  the 
success  of  her  recolunl/.atioii  scheme  is  strengthened. 

Six  months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  National  Govern- 
ment was  practically  bankrupt.  The  government  had  but  little 
credit  and  thrtji'  millions  ;ind  a  half  U*ss  custnm  receipts  than  in 
the  pretM-ding  y.-ar.  1>11.  F<»rtign  loans  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  gr.  at  I'nitt-d  St.it.s  Hank,  which  might  have  been  of 
Bome  service,  had  ct-asr.l  ir>  cxis?.  and  the  State  banks  and  private 
citizens  upcih-d  ih--  t'uly  road  ihat  nial-Nd  rlu-  government  to  face 
its  ircmend'Mi-s  rfspoii^ibilii  i>-s.  Napoleon  was  conducting  his 
prodigious  campaigns,  not  with  loans  b\it  with  coin.     Even  Eng- 
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land,  with  her  unlimited  financial  intluence  and  inexhaustible 
credit,  bad  to  pay  £4r,.000,000  for  a  loan  of  £27,000,000.  Tbe  war 
on  tbe  part  of  tbe  United  States  was  to  be  conducted  not  by  a  tax 
upon  tbe  people  but  by  borrowed  money.  Tbe  §32,000,000  wbich 
were  raised  by  Acts  of  Congress  in  1812,  were  borrowed  without 
any  substantial  pledge  for  payment,  not  even  for  interest.  Tbe 
§16,000.0110  of  1S13  was  mostly  raised  in  the  patriotic  cities  of  Xew 
York  State,  the  price  paid  being  SS  per  cent,  for  G  per  cent.,  or 
if  at  par  with  an  annuity  of  1|-  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  financial  operations  of  government  were  assailed  in  the 
most  virulent  manner  by  New  England  orators  and  newspaper 
writers  and  members  of  Congress,  who  asserted  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  patriotism  to  defeat  the  National  Government  by  destroy- 
ing its  credit;  they  went  further  and  declared  that  a  National 
debt  contracted  for  a  war  so  unjust,  should  not  be  paid.  Brokers 
venally  depreciated  the  loan  for  speculative  purposes  and 
demanded  extortionate  commissions — a  policy  of  cupidity  for 
which  Governor  Tompkins  was  made  to  suffer,  most  unjustly, 
later  on.  Threatened  nullification  by  South  Carolina  in  1S32  was 
no  more  reprehensible  or  treasonable  than  the  refusal  of  Massa- 
chusetts arid  Connecticut  in  1S12-1S13  to  levy  their  quota  of  troops 
for  the  National  weal. 

Villificatiou  of  the  President  was  carried  to  extremes  by  the 
Federal  press.  He  Wiis  sulijected  to  attacks  as  vitriolic  and 
venomous  as  any  that  ever  were  made  upon  his  predecessors.  The 
same  issues  that  yu'evail  to-day  in  politics  were  rampant  then;  the 
classes  against  tho  masses;  use  and  abuse  of  power;  liberty  and 
license  of  the  press.  The  I'resident  was  invariably  displayed  on 
the  side  that  would  excite  public  ridicule  and  contempt.     During 
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an  illuess  in  July,  1S13,  his  stomach  rejected  a  black  substance. 
"  The  President  has  rejected  his  conscience,"  was  the  comment  of 
a  Federalist  member  of  Congress.  The  charge  of  habitual  intox- 
ication was  one  of  the  many  serious  charges  published  in  the 
Federalist  press  against  him. 


IV 

NEW  YOKK  CITY  IN  1813. 

ITS  CHIEF  FEATURES,  CUSTOMS  AND  CHARACTERISTICS THE  OFFICE 

OF  MAYOR  OF  NEW  YORK  ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

DeWitt  Cliuton  was  Mayor  of  New  York  when  hostilities  be- 
gan. He  was  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  man  the  State  of 
New  York  has  ever  produced.  .  Born  at  Little  Britain,  Orange 
County,  March  2,  17CU,  he  attended  school  at  Kingston  which 
then  had  the  only  seminary  in  the  State,  whence  he  joined  the 
Junior  class  at  Columbia  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1786  at  the  head  of  his  class.  During  his  college  career  he  was 
thoughtful,  careful  and  diligent  reserved,  studious  and  pain^,- 
taking.  His  temper  was  not  of  the  best  and  he  never  seems  to 
have  undertaken  to  control  it.  Books  were  his  constant  com- 
panions; the  few  Avarm  friends  he  made  while  at  college,  he  held 
many  years  during  his  tempestuous  public  life.  He  studied  law 
in  the  oflice  of  Samuel  Jones  of  New  York,  who  was  afterwards 
Comptroller  of  the  State;  but  his  course  was  interrupted  by  his 
appointment  as  private  secretary  to  his  uncle.  George  Clinton, 
then  Governor  of  the  State,  a  position  whirh  he  held  from  1789 
to  170.',  when  his  uncle  voluntarily  retired  to  private  life. 

Of  an  independent  nature  and  with  broad  principles,  he  affili- 
ated e<iually  with  Republicans  and  Federalists.  So  free  was 
thi.-  Intercourse  that  men  of  both  parties  pr<'dict<'d  that  in  the 
course  of  time  he  would  follow  tin-  principles  which  they  had 
embraced.     Bv  instinct  he-  was  an  aiistocrat— his  manner,  his 
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habits,  liis  tastes,  were  those  of  an  aristocrat — but  by  that  incon- 
sistent streak  that  is  often  found  in  the  makeup  of  men  of 
genius,  he  threw  his  politicnl  fortunes  against  the  part}-  to  which 
his  natural  inclinations  would  seem  to  have  led  him  and  became 
identified  with  that  party  which  by  his  mental  composition  and 
political  affiliations,  he  would  be  expected  to  oppose. 

Ffe  ^ave  but  little  attention  to  the  practice  of  the  law.  He 
acted  as  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Keg>mts  of  the  University  and 
to  the  Board  of  Fortilications  of  ^,'ew  York,  when  war  was  be- 
lieved to  be  imminent  with  France.  lie  entered  public  life  by 
his  election  to  the  Assembly  from  one  of  the  Xew  York  city 
districts  in  ITOS.  A  year  later  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  his 
antagonism  to  the  administration  of  Governor  John  Jay  being 
determined,  bitter  and  unrelenting.  He  sat  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  ISOl  and  delivered  the  strongest  speech 
made  before  that  body  in  favor  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  on 
the  question  whether  the  Council  or  the  Governor  should  have 
the  disposition  of  State  patronage.  The  arguments  he  then  ad- 
vanced he  lived  to  condemn. 

In  1S02  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  to  take  the 
seat  General  John  Armstrong  had  resigned.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  resigned  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  and  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  of  ^Mayor  of  New  York  city,  an  honor  that 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Council  of  Appointment. 

Next  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Mayor  of  New 
York  had  nt  his  disposal  grejiter  power  and  more  patronage  than 
any  otlier  public  onicer  in  the  <-ountT-v  at  that  time.  The  ex- 
planation f«n'  yiv.  Clinton's  resigning  from  the  United  States 
Senate  to  become  Mayor  of  New  York  is  therefore  more  readily 
understood  when  the  habits,  charactoristics  and  ambition  of  the 
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luan  are  kuown.  The  office  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council 
of  Appointment.  The  Mayor  of  New  York  presided  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Common  Council,  where  he  had  a  vote  and  a  de- 
liberative voice.  He  had  the  disposal  of  a  large  number  of 
valuable  offices;  he  was  the  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  of 
the  Criminal  Court,  and  the  head  of  the  city  police.  The  old 
privileges  granted  by  royal  charter  were  still  in  force  and  the 
fees,  although  simple  in  their  items,  had  by  the  growth  of  the 
State  been  raised  to  a  very  large  amount.  In  justice  to  Clinton, 
however,  he  refused  to  accept  fees,  that  to  one  of  his  predecessors 
had  brought  a  princely  fortune;  he  returned  one-half  the  emolu- 
ments of  his  office  into  the  City  treasury. 

Mr.  Clinton  continued  to  act  as  Mayor  of  New  York  until  1S07, 
when  the  Council  of  Appointment,  now  controlled  by  the  friends 
of  Governor  Lewis,  removed  him.  He  had  been  in  a  measure  com- 
pensated for  this  disappointment  by  his  election  to  the  State 
Senate  in  the  spring  of  1807.  He  held  his  seat  until  1811  when  he 
was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor.  In  the  meantime,  in  1S08,  his 
friends  again  obtained  control  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  and 
he  was  restored  to  the  position  of  Mayor  of  New  York  city.  Re- 
moved again  by  a  Federal  council  in  1810,  he  was  reappoiiitod 
the  following  year  and  retained  the  position  all  through  the  war. 
He  was  a  man  of  unbounded  ambition  and  aspired  to  the  highest 
positions  in  civil,  judicial  and  military  life.  lie  requested  Gover- 
nor Tom])kins  to  appoint  him  a  major-general,  but  for  some  reason 
the  Governor  could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  do  so. 

As  mayor  ho  realized,  and  no  one  better,  the  exposed  position 
■of  New  York.  He  drew  up  and  presented  to  the  Corporation  a 
report  on  the  means  necessary  to  fortify  the  city, —  one  of  tlie 
most  important  documents  to  which   his   name  is   allied.     He 
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pointed  out  that  while  Engluiid  was  shipping  the  army  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  our  coast,  only  1,000  men  had  been  left  for  the 
defence  of  Xew  York.  Xo  other  mode  of  attack  had  been  an- 
ticipated by  the  government  than  from  ships  of  war  attempting 
to  pass  through  the  Narrows.  The  State  had  provided  for  forti- 
fying the  pass  at  Ilell  Gate,  but  no  preparation  of  any  de- 
scription had  been  made  in  case  an  army  of  invasion  were  to  be 
landed  on  Long  Island  or  from  Long  Island  Sound  in  V^est- 
chester  county.  He  suggt-su-d  that  fortified  camps  should  be  es- 
tablished at  Brooklyn  and  Ifarlem,  and  that  a  sufficient  body  of 
militia  should  be  called  out  to  garrison  them.  To  accomplish 
this  object,  he  appended  to  the  report  eight  resolutions.  By  the 
first,  a  committee  of  tin-  Common  Council  was  directed  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  President  of  The  United  States;  by  the  second 
the  Governor  of  the  Siaie  was  re(iuested,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Militia  Law,  to  occupy  the  proposed  camps,  and  authorized 
to  raisL-  a  loan  of  .^•".(lO.omi  m-ccssary  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  acts.  The  oiht-r  M-solutions  had  reference  to  munitions 
of  war,  and  to  the  maniur  in  which  the  money  should  be  raised. 

Although  the  City  <;oini.il  at  that  time  was  politically  opposed 
to  Clinton,  all  partisan  pr.-judires  were  buried;  patriotic  una- 
nimity obtained  in  its  deliberations.  It  has  been  claimed  by  the 
friends  of  Gowrnur  T'liiiton  ihat  this  re[)ort  opened  the  eyes  of 
Govt-rr.or  Tompkins  ti.  ili.'  d.-f-'iicfhssuess  of  New  York,  and  led 
the  governor  to  pour  miliiia  into  the  metropolis.  Under  the  au- 
thority of  the  i)resitlerit.  Govei  nor  Tompkins  assumed  command 
of  these  trt)0[ts. 

In  l>i::.  X.w  Vuik  had  air.ady  attained  the  title  of  the  metro- 
polis of  tli<-  western  .-.mtin.iii.  Three  years  before,  the  popula- 
tion amount,  d  to  !m:.;;7:;  [.. -sons,  nearly  one-tenth  the  population 
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of  tho  State  (959.049),  but  an  enumeration  of  the  city  at  the  close 
of  1S13,  showed  a  decrease  of  over  2,000  persons.  During  the 
next  ten  years,  however,  in  spite  of  the  war,  the  population  in- 
creased to  123,706,  while  the  State  was  represented  by  1,372,111. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  State  was  divided  into  forty- 
six  couLties,  the  following  not  having  been  organized:  Warren, 
Oswego,  Hamilton,  Tompkins.  Livingston,  IMonrue,  Erie,  Yates, 
Wayne,  Orleans,  Chemung,  Fulton,  Wyoming  and  Schuyler. 

The  city  of  Xew  York  of  1S13  was  as  unlike  the  city  of  Xew 
York  of  to-day  as  a  log  hut  in  the  wilderness  is  unlike  a  Fifth 
avenue  mansion,  or  a  wooden  seventy-four-gunship  is  unlike  the 
modern  steel  battle-ship.  The  belated  citizen  found  his  way  home 
at  night  by  the  uncertain  flickering  of  whale-oil  lanterns  which 
were  placed  at  intervals  of  114  feet.  Under  the  original  act  of 
1G07,  the  city  was  to  be  lighted  in  "the  dark  of  the  moon."  When 
the  moon  was  full,  whether  the  sky  was  clear  or  overcast,  the 
lamps  remained  unliglited.  The  house  of  the  opulent  citizen  in- 
dulged in  ''coals  from  Newcastle"  for  parlor  grates;  anthracite 
had  not  been  utilized  and  wood  was  the  common  fuel.  The 
hall  of  the  average  house  was  as  cheerless  in  freezing  weather 
as  the  bedroom.  The  match  of  the  present  day  was  unthought  of. 
Tinder  boxes  or  flint  furnished  the  favorite  method  for  ''striking 
a  light." 

Along  Broadway,  residences  were  lofty,  commodious,  and 
solidly  built  of  brick.  Wooden  houses  were  in  the  majority  on  the 
side  streets.  The  average  merchant  lived  over  his  store.  Very 
frw  buildings,  however,  were  erected  between  the  years  ISIO  and 
ISlo.  A  traveler  of  the  time  attests  tliat  many  of  the  shops  were 
stocked  with  the  finest  English  and  Indian  goods.  The  people 
were  not  given  to  early  rising.     Business  for  the  day  as  a  rule, 
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opened  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and,  with  intervals  for  dinner,  be- 
tween balf-past  one  and  half-past  two,  and  supper  from  six  to 
seven,  continued  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Streets  were  well  paved  and  were  swept  and  cleaned  by  every 
householder,  Saturday  morning.  The  rest  of  the  w^ek  they  were 
neglected.  Red  brick  sidewalks  were  general.  A  dozen  "bury- 
ing grounds,''  as  the  cemetery  of  to-day  was  known  then,  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  endangered  life  and  health;  nor  was  it  until  the 
cholera  smote  the  city  several  years  later,  that  the  authorities 
realized  the  hygienic  and  sanitary  necessity  of  prohibiting  more 
interments  within  the  city  limits. 

The  clergyman  of  that  epoch  declaimed  against  tight  lacing,  and 
sharply  criticised  young  women  who  compressed  their  figures  be- 
tween rigid  lines  of  steel,  or  whalebone  and  of  "  stay  tape."  At 
funerals  the  physician,  doctor  and  chief  mourner,  were  distin- 
guished by  white  scarfs,  which  were  worn  across  the  shoulder. 

Dancing  schools  were  numerous  and  prosperous.  The  minuet 
had  not  gone  out  of  fashion;  the  cotillion  was  the  favorite  dance. 
Negroes  and  mulattoes  made  the  best  servants,  although  the 
French  and  Engli>h  waiter  had  become  a  fixture  in  the  houses 
of  the  well  to  do.  The  Irish  servant  was  only  seen  attached  to  the 
establishment  of  a  traveling  foreigner.  Up  to  this  year  immi- 
gration from  Ireland  had  been  merely  nominal.  It  set  in  with  a 
vengeanre,  however,  as  soon  as  the  keen-witted  people  realized 
that  all  chance  of  England's  reclaiming  the  United  States  as 
Colonies  had  vatiished. 

Pumps  suppli.d  all  tli.-  water  necessary  for  drinking,  and  wells 
in  the  yards  of  hous.-s  for  general  household  and  laundry  pur- 
poses, and  for  lighting  fire.  The  bucket  brigade  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  e\eut  of  a  big  fire.     In  particularly  cold 
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weather,  the  princii)al  morning  exercise  consisted  of  breaking  the 
ice  that  had  formed  over  night  in  the  water  pitcher.* 

The  Manhattan  Company,  a  number  of  years  before,  through 
the  influence  of  Aaron  Burr,  whose  power  in  the  State  as  a 
politician  was  at  its  height,  had  obtained  a  charter  from  the 
LegisLature,  to  provide  the  city  of  Xew  York  with  a  supply  of  free 
and  wholesome  water.  A  covert  provision  permitted  the  com- 
pany to  engage  in  the  banking  business.  The  company  sunk  a 
well  in  Reade  street  near  Center,  whence  water  was  pumped  into 
a  large  reservoir  that  had  been  erected  in  Chambers  street.  The 
water  was  distributed  through  log  pipes  that  had  been  laid  in  cer- 
tain streets  of  the  city.  From  the  ostensible  purpose  of  its  char- 
ter, to  give  the  city  a  supply  of  water,  the  receipts  of  the  company 
were  but  nominal ;  from  the  real  object,  the  establishment  of  a  big 
banking  institution,  its  profits  were  prodigious.  The  term 
^'  watering  stock  "  originated  with  this  reprehensible  piece  of  leg- 
islation, ' 

Rooms  were  lighted  by  candles,  or  oil  lamps.  There  was  not  a 
bath  tub  to  be  found  in  any  private  or  public  house  in  this  city  of 
nearly  100.000,  outside  of  a  public  bath  on  Chambers  street. 

•  Facts  do  not  bear  out  the  oft-repeated  statement  that  the  winters  of  the  past  were 
more  severe  than  the  winters  of  the  present  time.  For  instance,  the  winters  of  IT'S  and 
of  1779  were  so  mild  that  navigation  between  New  York  and  Albany  was  not  suspended 
by  sailing  craft.  The  winter  of  17S0  struck  an  average.  It  was  the  coldest  winter,  from 
all  accounts,  Now  York  ever  experienced.  The  Hudson  was  frozen  from  Cortland 
street  to  Paulus  Hook,  and  the  upper  bay  from  the  Battery  to  Staten  Island.  The  Ice 
was  strong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  artillery  trains.  Governor  Tryon  measured 
the  North  River  at  Cortland  strtot  and  found  it  to  be  two  thousand  yards  across  to 
Paulus  Hook. 

January.  1S21,  the  Hudson  was  again  frozen  over.  The  thermometer  registered  14 
degrees  below  zero  and  for  three  days  remained  under  10  degrees  above  zero.  Had  as 
many  sttam  ferry  boats,  steamships  and  harbor  crafts  been  In  existence  then  as  now. 
It  Is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  river  v.ould  have  been  frozen.  And,  were  It  not  for 
the  presence  of  these  numerous  vessels,  plying  trade  day  and  night,  the  experiences  of 
17S0  and  1S21  would  have  been  repeated  several  times  since. 
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Carpeted  rooms,  outside  of  r>arloi's.  were  rarely  seen.  Ice  had  not 
been  generally  adopted,  t^and  for  scrubbing  purposes  was 
brought  from  Coney  Island.  Bull-baiting,  slavery  and  lotteries 
were  recognized  attractions  of  society.  The  i^rejudice  against 
tomatoes,  "  Love  Apples,'^  as  they  then  were  called,  was  strong. 
Hogs  and  cows  roamed  the  street  with  the  same  freedom  as  tl)ey 
now  roam  the  thoroughfares  of  some  of  our  large  western  cities. 

Men  wore  mustachios,  but  not  beards,  A  soutlieru  visi- 
tor could  readily  be  distinguished — by  a  goatee  or  imperial. 
Heavy  top  or  box  coats  with  several  ca])es  wore  fashionable.  Be- 
fore war  was  declared  cigars  cost  two  cents  apiece,  the  finest 
Havauas,  five  for  a  shilling  (twelve  and  a  half  cents);  chewing 
tobacco,  the  habit  was  more  common  then  than  now,  three  cents 
a  paper;  brandy,  half  a  shilling,  ale,  two  or  three  cents  a  glass. 
During  the  progress  of  the  war,  however,  these  prices  were  materi- 
ally advanced.  Pipe  smoking  was  as  scarce  as  white  handker- 
chiefs. The  former  was  frowned  down  upon  because  it  was  re- 
garded purely  as  an  Indian  habit. 

Whiskey  had  been  introdueed  in  Baltimore,  but  as  a  habit  its 
acquaintance  had  not  been  made  by  New  Yorkers.  Sherry  was 
the  favorite  wine;  Rhine  wine  was  not  unpoi>ular;  champagne 
was  expensive  and  too  much  of  a  luxury.  Oysters  and  fish  of  all 
kinds  were  abundant,  excellent  and  cheap.  The  best  snipe  in  the 
vicinity  were  shot  over  Lispenard's  meadows,  the  tract  of  land 
running  west  of  Broadway,  from  Dnane  to  Broome  streets  to  the 
North  river.  aTid  on  the  site  of  the  present  Tompkins  square,  which 
was  then  a  swaniji.  Larger  gnnif  was  fouTid  in  the  country  north 
of  the  present  ITousJon  street  on  the  east  sid(^  and  Grr-enwich 
village  on  the  west  side  of  the  town. 

ililk  was  brouHit  to  town  from  the  near  bv  farms  of  New  Jersev 
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and  Long  Island,  and  was  distributed  by  women,  who  carried  it 
in  tin  cans  suspended  from  tlieir  slioulders. 

Xew  York  was  famous  for  its  markets,  from  earliest  times.  In 
1S13  the  city  supported  a  public  market  every  day,  except  Sundays 
and  the  few  holidays,  of  the  year.  Fish  and  milk  could  be  ob- 
tained on  Sunday  up  to  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  City  ordin- 
ances were  enforced,  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  stale  and 
unwholesome  food.  Butchers'  meats,  poultry,  fowl  and  game 
were  unsurpassed  anywhere  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  war,  food  was  so  cheap  and  wages  were  so  high, 
that  the  family  unable  to  procure  meat  every  day  in  the  week, 
was  a  rarity.     The  prodigality  of  living  was  a  feature  of  the  times. 

Kitchen  gardens  and  truck  farms,  the  best  in  the  world,  sur- 
rounded New  York  on  all  sides.  From  Long  Island  and  New  Jer- 
sey, and  from  the  valley  of  the  Hudson,  the  freshest  vegetables 
were  produced,  and  placed  on  sale  in  Xew^  York  city  in  a  few 
hours.  As  a  rule,  the  man  of  the  house  attended  to  the  marketing 
for  the  family.  One  of  the  features  of  the  town,  on  Sunday  or 
Monday,  was  the  arrival  of  the  market  sloops  from  Albany,  Hud- 
son. Kingston,  I'onghkeepsie,  Xewburgh — which  even  in  those 
days  was  famous  for  its  rich  and  delicious  milk —  Xyack  and 
Tarry  town. 

Newtown  pippins  and  Long  Island  cider  were  great  attractions. 
Many  barrels  of  the  former  were  annually  exported. 

The  area  of  amusement  was  exceedingly  limited.  Clubs,  pleas- 
ure yachts,  billiard  saloons,  bowling  alleys,  restaurants,  in  the 
modern  st.-nse.  were  practically  unknown;  the  town  sui>ported, 
and  that  intliU'rrently,  but  two  theatres.  In  summer  the  favorite 
dissii)ation  consisted  in  strolling  down  to  the  Battery  or  taking 
the  ferry  to  Uoboken,  where  the  popular  tipple,  a  sherry  or  port 
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wine  sangaree  titillated  the  taste  of  the  epicure;  and  in  winter, 
when  the  night  was  blustery  and  stormy,  to  visit  the  neighbor- 
ing tavern,  where  the  most  seductive  and  redolent  beverages 
were  on  tap.  The  charms  of  home  life  at  night  consisted  of  a 
roaring  grate  fire,  olekeoucks,  cider  or  mulled  ale,  fruits  and  nuts, 
and  in  listening  to  tales,  by  the  glow  of  the  fire,  of  ancient  New 
York,  when  Leisler  and  Milborne  were  hanged  for  treason,  or 
when  Pieter  Stuyvesuut  had  given  one  of  his  more  than  usual 
turbulent  exhibitions. 

Transportation  was  attended  with  difficulties  that  would  deter 
many  citizens  to-day  from  undertaking  a  long  journey.  The 
mariner  coming  into  port  on  a  dark  night  had  to  rely  solely  upon 
his  compass,  for  not  a  light  marked  the  harbor  from  Sandy  Hook 
to  the  Battery.  Si^-ambuats,  which  had  become  a  reality  six 
3-ears  before,  uwiug  to  the  inventive  genius  of  Kobert  Fulton, 
attained  a  si»e('d  of  from  five  to  nine  miles  an  hour.  Passengers 
were  conveyed  to  Albany  on  what  were  termed  "elegant  con- 
veniences," steamboats,  ilnee  of  them,  the  lai'gest  170  feet  long. 
With  nunit-rous  landings  on  the  way,  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  Ava;^  covered  in  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  hours,  ac- 
cording to  wind  and  tid.-.  One  day  in  June,  181.3,  a  fieet  of  nine 
steamboats  lay  oil'  tlu-  foot  of  Cortland  street,  New  York,  to  the 
delight  and  adtniratic.n  of  the  spectator;  the  "Robert  Fulton," 
bound  ui»  the  Kast  river,  one  steamer  for  Elizabethtown,  N.  J., 
one  for  Washington,  D.  C:  one  fur  the  James  river;  a  ferry  for 
Paulus  Hook— now  Jersey  ("ity —  which  was  established  in  1707, 
has  been  niainiain»'(l  without  interruption  until  the  present  day, 
and  holds  tin-  (li>tinili«.n  of  rmming  the  first  steam  ferryboat  in 
the  world,  under  liie  management  of  John  Stevens  of  Hoboken; 
another  ferry  for  HtJ»<»ken.  one  for  Aniboy,  and  two  of  the  Al- 
banv  "•elegant  conveniences," 
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Up  to  tliis  time  tlie  favorite  way  of  reaching  Amboy  or  Eliza- 
bethtown,  then  on  the  direct  road  to  rhikidelphia,  '^Nas  by  the 
"  perriaugur,''  a  sailing  vessel  with  two  masts,  carrying  two  large 
sails,  lee  boards  snpplying  the  place  of  a  keel. 

Philadelphia,  by  steam  and  stage,  was  thirteen  hours  distant 
from  New  York;  Pittsburg  six  days,  allowing  for  the  stops  over 
night;  P>uffalo,  in  a  trifle  over  four  days — now  the  distance  ia 
covered  in  a  few  minutes  over  eight  hours  by  the  Xew  York  Cen- 
tral Railway's  Empire  State  Express;  Montreal,  by  water  to  Al- 
bany, thence  by  stage  to  Whitehall,  in  a  few  hours  over  three- 
days. 

The  country  had  established  over  1.500  post-offices,  but  the 
service  was  slow,  expensive  and  uncertain.  The  postboy  on  horse- 
back was  a  feature  on  post  lines  not  navigated  by  steamboats. 
One  mail  a  day  was  sent  from  New  York  to  Washington;  the  time 
consumed  between  the  two  cities,  thirty-six  hours,  seems  to  have 
been  generally  acceptable  as  the  best  that  could  be  done,  under 
the  circumstances;  to-day  ''the  Congressional  Limited'-  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railway  covers  the  distance  in  a  few  minutes  over 
five  hours. 

The  circumference  of  the  port  was  nearly  thirty  miles,  following 
a  line  drawn  from  Fort  Gansevoort,  at  the  foot  of  West  Thirteenth 
street,  to  Iloboken,  and  thence  to  the  Narrows,  on  the  west,  fol- 
lowing tilt'  Long  Island  shore  line  to  th(^  P.rooklyn  Navy  Yard, 
crossing  the  East  river  to  the  ship-building  yards.  The  exports  of 
New  York  city  in  1791  were  one-ninth  of  the  aggregate  exports  of 
the  United  States;  1704.  nearly  one-eighth;  between  1796  and 
ISltG,  between  one-quarter  and  (uu-  fifth.  The  emliai'go  yiaralyzed 
business.  During  the  year  ISl.'J,  the  value  of  merchandise  ex- 
ported from  the  district  of  Xew  York  was  .^S.lSn.lOl,  against 
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$26,357,903,  in  1S07;  the  abstract  of  duties  on  imported  merchan- 
dise for  1S13,  amounted  to  §1,62-1,574.20,  against  §5,223,696.-45,  in 
1810,  and  §10,785,354.42  in  1816.  Nearly  all  the  goods  imported 
were  procured  on  credit.  Private  and  public  indebtedness  had  in- 
creased to  a  disastrous  extent  during  the  war,  and  general  bank- 
ruptcy, private  and  municipal,  State  and  national,  was  threatened. 
Banks  had  refused  to  redeem  their  issues;  public  stocks  dropped 
far  below  par,  and  general  depression  settled  over  the  land,  crip- 
pling many  of  the  largest  and  hitherto  prosperous  establishments, 
and  discouraging  nearly  all,  except  those  who  were  trading  on 
■what  was  left  of  the  credit  of  the  general  and  State  Governments. 
As  a  war  measure  the  city  authorities  issued  a  vast  amount  of 
small  bills,  to  supply  the  place  of  specie,  and  these  bills,  for  a  long 
time  were  the  chief  circulating  medium  of  the  citv. 
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EAKLY  FORTIFICATION?^  AROUND  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

A    GENERAL    IIISTOIiY    OF    THEM SANDY    HOOK    AND    THE     NARROWS 

FROM    EARLIEST    TIMES    REGARDED    AS    NATURAL    POSITIONS    FOR 
DEFENCE  AGAINST  AN  ArPROACHING  ENEMY. 

The  strip  of  deep  water,  which  divides  the  Long  Island  and 
Stateu  Island  shores,  called  tin-  Narrows,  has  always  from  earli- 
est times,  been  regarded  as  the  most  natural  approach  to  Man- 
hattan Island.  Through  this  strait  passed  the  ''  Half-moon,"  Hud- 
son's eighty-t<m  vessel,  that  brought  him  across  the  sea  to  dis- 
cover the  magniticeiit  stream  that  now  bears  and  for  all  time  will 
bear  his  name.  Four  years  later,  the  first  enemy  that  approached 
New  York,  used  The  Narrows,  Samuel  Argall,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  destroyed  the  defenceless  French  settlements  of 
Acadia  and  who  now  drojtped  in  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Dutch 
Governor,  Hendrick  Christiaensen.  Argall  demanded  a  surren- 
der and  Chrisliaeiiseii  proin[>tly  complied.  New  York  city  at 
that  -time  consisted  of  four  houses,  whose  tenants  otYered  no  re- 
sistance to  the  Englishman  and  his  armed  ship. 

The  first  record  of  fortifications  on  or  around  Manhattan  Island 
is  found  in  1G14.  One  or  two  little  forts  had  been  constructed 
by  the  Dutch,  who  maiutained  a  small  garrison  to  transact  trade 
with  the  Indians,  between  l''i2;j  and  \('<?>'A,  ihe  incorpoi'ated  West 
India  Company  luiilt  four  fi.rts  in  the  New  Netherlands,  one  of 
which  was  at  New  Amsterdaui  (New  ^'ork  city),  the  other  at 
Orange  (Albany). 

In  KIi:*,  eouipliiiut  was  made  by  the  setthM-s  to  the  State's  Gen- 
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eral  of  the  New  Netlioilands  that  Fort  Amsterdam  was  utterly 
defeiiijeless,  ''  and  stands  open  to  the  enemy  night  and  day.'' 

The  first  marked  instance  of  tlie  loyalty,  disinterestedness  and 
generosity  of  New  Yorkers  is  found  in  the  Colonial  Records  cov- 
ering the  year  1053.  Even  at  that  early  period  the  budding 
success  of  the  province,  due  to  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  her 
Dutch  inhabitants,  excited  the  cupidity  of  the  Yankees  of  New 
England.  The  war  prevailing  between  England^  which  was  then 
under  the  control  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  government,  and  the 
States  of  Holland,  gave  the  Puritans  the  opportunity  to  recom- 
mend that  the  English  Protector  should  organize  an  expedition 
to  capture  New  Netherland. 

The  English  appetite  for  comiuest,  always  insatiable  from  time 
out  of  mind,  bit  at  the  op[)ortunity  to  grab  the  province  of  New^ 
Netherland  and  the  expedition  against  the  Dutch  was  ordered, 
the  objective  point  being  New  Amsterdam,  All  emigrants 
upon  arriving  in  this  country  had  been  given  the  strongest  assur- 
ance by  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  of  protection  against 
the  common  foe.  While  ilu\v  were  expected  and  were  willing 
to  defend  their  homes  against  the  assaults  of  invaders,  they  had 
been  assnrt'd,  and  they  b.'lit'\('d,  they  should  not  be  required  to 
work  on  the  d<'fenc«s  or  to  render  financial  contributions  to 
that  end. 

The  dilenmui  in  which  th(\v  now  found  themselves  was  not  only 
perilous.  l»ut  thrcatefit'd  disMster  to  the  prininre.  The  only 
altcrnativo  prt's<;nird  to  ilieiii  was  to  ohvy  th(^  behest  of  the 
Dutrh  Ciovri-iinr.  Pi^'ft-r  Si  ii\  v«-s;int.  or  to  surrender  the  pro- 
vince witliniir  a  roiiti'sr.  Xn  tinir-  was  left  for  criniiimtion, 
exj»lanaii<)n  or  protest.  The  inhabiiants  set  to  work  with  a  will 
to   build   the    hisKuiral    pnlisados   or   stockade    from   the    East 
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to  the  Hudson  river,  along-  ^iint  is  now  the  noithern  limits  of 
Willi  street.  They  also  aided  in  the  construction  of  ^Yorks  of 
defense  along-  the  shores  of  the  East  and  Hudson  rivers.  Xor 
did  they  stop  here.  With  no  other  security  than  the  say  so  of 
patriotic  citizens,  a  liberal  loan  was  raised,  the  home  government 
forcing  this  responsibility  upon  the  i)rovince. 

The  patience  of  the  loyal  people  avus  about  exhausted;  and 
when  Governor  Stuyvesant  served  notice  that  the  burgomasters 
and  schepens  of  the  city  were  exj>ected  to  supply  the  fortress 
with  jtrovisions,  in  addition  to  all  the  contributions  they  had  al- 
ready made,  there  was  open  revolt.  The  Governor  was  as  stub- 
born as  they.  Their  demands  for  equity  and  protection  were 
refused.  In  retaliation  they  resisted  the  unreasonable  encroach- 
ments he  had  attempted  upon  their  liberty.  The  outcome  of  the 
squabble  would  have  Iteen  highly  interesting,  had  not  informa- 
tion arrived  that  as  the  English  ileet  was  al)out  to  start  from 
Boston,  news  had  been  received  that  peace  between  England  and 
Holland  was  restored. 

Out  of  this  apparently  insignificant  episode  dates  the  history 
of  excise  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  tapsters'  excise  ou  wine 
and  beer  was  the  source  of  substantial  revenue  to  government. 
To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  city  works  Avhich  amounted  to  16,000 
florins  or  s<j.4()0,  computed  in  the  currency  of  to  day,  the  citizens 
requested  Governor  Stuyvesant  to  transfer  that  amount  from 
government's  funds  to  the  credit  of  the  city.  The  testy  Gov- 
ernor stum[»ed  with  his  wooden  leg,  ridiculed  the  proposition 
and  abused  the  projiosers.  The  city  authorities  were  insistent, 
and  in  l(>."is  a  saiisfactory  comj>r(>mise  was  agreed  upon,  the 
government  having  yielded  concessions  to  tlie  city  in  other 
matters. 
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The  English  fleet  that  brought  over  Colonel  Eichard  Nicolls 
in  IGGJ:  to  subjugate  the  Dutch  in  New  Netherland— the  fleet  con- 
sisting of  four  ships  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  regular  troops- 
approached  the  city  by  the  way  of  Sandy  Hook  and  the  Narrows. 
Elkins,  a  Dutch  governor,  who  came  out  the  year  after  Christiaen- 
sen's  submission,  had  thrown  oil"  all  dependence  on  the  English, 
with  the  result  that  the  province  continued  under  Dutch  juris- 
diction until  Colonel  Nicolls  appeared  on  the  scene.  Governor 
Pieter  Stuyvesant.  who  had  taken  oftice  in  1G47,  though  choleric 
and  unbearable,  was  a  couragoous  man  and  a  determined  soldier. 
He  declared  his  inteniion  to  flght  the  English.  The  local  au- 
thorities implored  the  high-strung  governor  to  submit  and  the 
province  with  all  its  dependeuries  was  surrendered  to  the 
English. 

The  garrison  retired  with  all  their  arms  flying  and  drums  beat- 
ing; '-and,"  says  the  chronicler,  ''thereby  the  English,  without 
any  contest  or  claim  b.-ing  b.-fure  put  forth  by  any  person  to  it, 
took  i>ossession  of  a  fort  built  and  c(mtinunlly  garrisoned  about 
forty  years  at  th^-  expens.^  of  the  West  India  Company." 

The  garrison,  at  tin-  lime  (»f  the  surrender,  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  .iglity  soldi. -is.  and  twenty-four  i)ieces  of  artillery. 
Tieter  Sniyvcsaut.  in  his  answer  to  the  comments  of  the  West 
India  Coiiipany  on  his  report  on  The  surrender  of  New  Nether- 
land,  deseribrs  the  fort  as  follows: 

'•  First.  Thr  f()rt  is  siuiaie  in  an  untenable  place,  where  it  wa3 
located  on  th.'  lirsi  (lis.-..v.ry  ,>f  New  Netherlands,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  r.>i^iing  any  attack  of  tin-  barbarians  rather  than  an 
assault  of  i;iirMj,,-an  arms,  having  within  justol  shot,  on  the  North 
and  North,  ast.ily  si.l.s  higlier  groan. 1  than  that  on  which  it 
fctands,  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  wall  and  works  (muragie) 
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are  raised  the  highest  on  that  side,  people  standing  and  walking 
on  that  high  ground  can  see  the  soles  of  .the  feet  of  those  on  the 
esplanade  and  bastions  of  the  fort,  where  the  view  is  not  ob- 
structed by  the  houses  and  church  in  it  and  by  the  gabions  on 
the  wall, 

"  Secondly.  The  fort  was  and  is  encompassed  only  by  a  slight 
wall,  2  and  3  feet  thick,  backed  by  coarse  gravel,  not  above  8,  9 
and  10  feet  high  in  some  places,  in  others  higher,  according  to 
the  fall  of  the  ground. 

"  Thirdly.  It  is  for  the  most  part  crowded  all  around  about 
with  buildings;  better  adapted  for  a  citadel  than  for  defence 
against  an  open  enemy;  the  houses  are,  in  many  places,  higher 
than  the  walls  and  bastions  and  render  these  wholly  exposed; 
most  of  the  houses,  also,  have  cellars  not  eight  rods  distant  from 
the  wall  of  the  fort,  in  some  places  not  2  and  3  feet,  and  at  one 
point  scarce  a  rod  from  the  wall,  so  that  whoever  is  master  of  the 
city  can  readily  approach,  with  scaling  ladders  from  the  aforesaid 
houses,  the  wall  of  the  fort,  which  is  unprovided  with  either  a 
wet  or  dry  ditch;  and  also,  if  need  be,  run  a  mine  from  the  so  close 
adjoining  cellars  and  blow  the  place  up.  Besides  this,  the  fort 
was  and  is  without  either  well  or  cistern." 

The  English  remained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  prov- 
ince, whose  name  was  changed  from  New  Netlierland  to  Xew 
York,  until  the  13th  of  August,  1G73,  when  a  Dutch  S(iuadron, 
consisting  of  nineteen  ships  of  the  line,  under  command  of  Com- 
manders Cornelis  Evertsen,  Jr.,  and  Jacob  Eenckes,  which  had 
arrived  on  the  2:uli  of  July  i>revi()ns,  during  the  absence  of  the 
governor.  Sir  Fianris  Lovelace,  deinanded  the  surrender  of  the 
province,  which  demand  was  acceded  to  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
ICth  of  August.     The  name  of  the  province  was  changed  to  New 
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Xetliei'laiul  aiid  of  the  cil y  of  Xow  York  to  Xew  Orange;  of  the 
fort  to  Fort  A\'illiaiii  Uondrick. 

The  ti'iuiiiph  of  the  Dutch  was  brief,  for  the  following  year 
peace  was  establisht^d  l)L-t\veen  P^ngland  and  the  States  General, 
of  Holland,  by  the  treaty  of  Westminster.  Under  the  sixth  arti- 
cle, England  regained  the  ])roviuce  of  New  York,  and  maintained 
ii  until  the  final  separation  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country, 

January  20.  1GG4.  the  first  mention  of  fortificatious  on  Staten 
Island  is  found  in  ihe  iMiich  records.  The  Director  and  Council 
of  New  Xetherland  cuntplain  because  incorrect  information  had 
been  sent  them,  relative  to  the  furtitlcation  or  defensible  condition 
of  the  mouth  of  the  river  (Hudson)  both  on  Staten  and  Long 
Island. 

The  W'iiU  street  jKilisades  a\  hieh  were  constructed  in  1G53  when 
war  was  appifhendi'd  wiih  X<'W  England,  were  materially 
strengthened  in  li;7;'.,  aficr  tin-  rt'capture  of  the  city  by  the  Dutch, 
and  upon  tlie  rcr.niiMieiidatidn  of  (governor  Colve,  ''houses,  gar- 
dens and  orehards  "  that  obstructed  the  work  were  ordered  to  be 
removed. 

By  1(>'J2,  decay  had  wealceucd  the  fiumdations,  and  Governor 
Henry  Sloiighn-r  in  liis  spredi.  August  ITth,  reported  "  the  fortifi- 
cations are  oui  of  repair."  Tiie  governor  announced  his  intention 
of  erecting  a  baiK-iy  mi  tin-  s<uiih  pujut  of  the  island,  for  the 
p(-riodiral  \\ar  bet  wi-.ii  EnLrland  ami  l"ra  nee  was  threatened.  He 
reipiested  tht-  cii  i/.cus  f<»  htid  him  linancial  assistance. 

The  citiz.-:is  d'-. hired  iliai  iind.-r  ih-ir  cliarter  they  had  no  au- 
thority to  im!'..-<*  ta\<-s  upon  ih.-  {..-uph-  f,,i-  such  a  }>urpose.  The 
goverm.r  saw  m  le-ru  is--,  lb-  put  into  jira.-tice  the  first  inherit- 
ance tax  known  on  th.'  ishirid.     Estat.s  were  subjected  to  a  tax  of 
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three  pence  on  the  pound,  for  the  construction  of  the  platform  and 
battery.  An  additional  tax  of  £2:>3  was  added  for  purposes  of 
defence,  by  the  city,  upon  a  niortgaj^^e  of  the  ferry. 

During  the  invasion  of  Canada,  in  16S9-lGi)l,  Xew  York  city 
suffered  heavily.  The  citizens  not  only  contributed  their  services 
in  's\-orking  upon  the  fortifications,  but  they  cheerfully  met  every 
assessment  that  was  levied  u])on  them  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
■uar.  In  1093,  by  act  of  Assembly,  £0,000  was  ordered  to  be  raised 
by  tax;  of  this  amount,  £1,450  fell  upon  New  York  city.  The  city 
v.ps  also  taxed  for  the  ccnstruction  of  the  fort  nt  the  battery  the 
following  year.  ,  ;      ,, 

Under  date  of  :May  3,  1690,  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  wrote  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  and  recommended  the  construction  of  good  stone 
forts  at  Albany  and  ''  Schenectade,''  and  repairing  the  fort  at  New 
York,  which  he  estimated  would  cost  £1,000.  He  said  further: 
"  Tis  wonderful  to  me  how  Coll.  Fletcher  could  pretend  to  apply 
the  greatest  part  of  the  thirty  pound  pr  Cent  to  the  repairs  of  this 
Fort  and  the  Governor's  house,  when  I  found  everything  out  of 
repair  when  I  superseeded  him.  The  palisadoes  of  this  Fort  are 
(luite  decayed  and  the  larger  part  of  them  destroyed  and  rotting; 
one  of  the  bastions  crack'd  through,  which  will  fall  if  not  speedily 
rebuilt;  the  parapet  gone  to  decay  and  must  be  renewed;  the 
palisados  'tis  computed  will  cost  £000  at  leasl  to  be  well  done  and 
the  bastion  £2itO  and  the  parapet  £200.  The  roof  of  the  house  too 
is  out  of  repaire  so  that  it  rains  in,  and  the  lowest  floor  is  decayed 
and  rotten  so  that  I  believe  the  repair  of  the  House  will  cost  near 
£'J0()  more.  I  must  not  omitt  to  o!)serve  to  your  Lordships  that 
the  old  part  of  the  house  is  a  comfurtable,  convenient  dwelling 
enough,  and  might  have  contented  a  Governour  of  a  much  better 
«jnality  than  ('oil.  Fletcher;  and  the  new  building  will  cost  tlrst 
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and  last  about  £5,000  Xew  Yorke  mony;  so  tliat  tis  plaiu  here  is  so 
much  mony  consecrated  to  bis  vanity.  Wbere  all  tbis  money  will 
be  got  to  build  and  repaire  Forts,  I  cannot  tell,  unless  Fletcber  be 
made  to  refund  to  the  King,  Tbe  Assembly  here  I  am  almost  cer- 
tain will  not  be  brought  to  raise  it  for  I  cannot  prerail  with  'em 
by  any  means  to  consent  to  such  an  additionall  duty  as  will  pay 
the  debts  of  the  Government,  which  amount  to  upwards  of  £5,000." 
One  of  the  most  interesting  ancient  military  documents  relating 
to  the  defences  of  Xew  York,  is  the  report  made  to  the  Governor, 
the  Earl  of  Bdlomont,  by  Colonel  \V.  \V.  Komer,  whose  name  is 
perpetuated  by  the  ^;hoals  rliat  l)ear  his  name  in  Xew  York  harbor. 
The  report  is  dated  -January  13,  1701.  Colonel  Romer  found  the 
distances  at  the  Xarrows  bet  wtM-n  the  heights  on  the  Long  Island 
and  the  Staten  Island  sli<irt'.  to  be  one  and  one-half  miles  in 
breadth;  depth  of  water  from  four  to  thirteen  fathoms.  lie 
recommended  that  "  there  ought  to  be,  both  on  Long  and  Staten 
Islands  a  sullicient  battery  with  a  good  redoubt  on  each  height, 
enclosed  with  proper  lints  of  defence,  communicating  with  the 
respective  Batteries,  and  iliat  each  be  furnished  with  30  guns 
carrying  IS  a  2-1  lbs.  ball."  He  further  recommended  that  a  bat- 
tery should  be  erected  on  Schutter's  Island  in  the  Staten  Island 
Kills,  twelve  or  thirteen  niilos  from  Xew  York,  to  protect  the  town 
from  an  ap{>roa<h  by  way  of  Auiboy.  Fie  piVmted  out  the  import- 
ance of  Sanrly  Hook,  becaus.'  '•  reason  and  the  Rules  of  ^^'ar  agree, 
that  an  enemy  must  always  be  k<'pt  as  far  otT  as  can  possibly  be 
done,  that  a  good  bhu-Uhouse  and  fortification  ought  to  be  erected 
on  the  aforesaid  Hook,  as  they  would  l>e  very  useful  there,  the 
channel  and  entrance  being  very  narrow,  and  vessels  on  that  ac- 
count must  ]iass  iniiut'diately  under  the  Hook."  For  these  rea- 
sons lie  recommended  "  a  good  blockhouse  and  Fort  of  50  guns." 
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"  Fiu'thei-  and  lastly  ''  he  ends  his  report,  "  an  enclosed  battery 
of  12  or  13  guns  ought  to  be  erected  at  the  narrowest  part  of  Hell- 
gate,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  an  enemy  at  that  point  also.  All 
this  being  done  I  am  persuaded  an.  enemy  will  bethink  himself  a 
hundred  times  before  he  will  meditate  any  attack  upon  New 
York." 

April,  1702,  Lieutenant-Governor  John  Xanfau  urged  in  his 
address  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  fortifications  be  '"  put  in  a 
good  posture  of  defence."  The  following  October,  Lord  Corn- 
bury  (Edward  Hyde),  then  governor,  in  his  speech,  declared  that 
the  city  and  port  of  Xew  York  "  was  very  much  exposed." 

It  was  not  until  1703  when  the  British  Colonies  in  North 
America  were  terror-stricken  lest  a  French  fleet  should  attack  and 
conquer  them,  that  the  importance  of  erecting  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows  was  realized.  The  war  of  the  Spanish  Succession 
was  on.  Leagued  against  France  were  England,  Holland  and 
their  allies. 

Governor  Cornbury.  in  his  address  to  the  Assembly,  of  April 
13, 1703,  makes  no  effort  to  conceal  his  anxiety.  He  announced  that 
he  had  received  information  that  the  French  proposed  to  attack 
New  York,  by  sea,  the  coming  summer.  "  I  think,"  he  said,  "  the 
best  way  to  prevent  their  design  will  be  to  erect  two  batteries  of 
guns  at  the  Narrows,  one  on  each  side,  which  I  believe  is  the  only 
way  to  make  this  port  safe." 

Three  years  later  Governor  Cornbury  reproaches  the  people 
for  their  failure  to  erect  the  fortifications  at  the  Narrows.  The 
city,  he  declares,  '•  lies  very  open,  naked  and  defenceless."  "  I 
must  take  notice  to  yon,"  he  continued,  "  that  the  last  Assembly 
(in  170.3)  did  pass  an  act  for  the  raising  of  £1500  towards  erecting 
Batteries  at  the  Narrows,  which  would  have  been  of  very  great 
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use  at  tbo  time,  had  the  money  been  collected;  but  it  has  not.  I 
am  sensible  that  som>'  malicious,  ill-minded  people  have  reported 
that  I  had  taken  that  money  into  my  own  hands.  That  the  truth 
hereof  may  be  known  and  jusiitied,  I  recommend  to  you  to  make 
strict  inquiry  into  that  tax." 

A  suggestion  of  ^^'ashington's  famous  utterance  ''  to  be  pre- 
pared for  war  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  preserving 
peace,"  is  found  in  vhe  sj)eech  which  Governor  William  Cosby 
uttered  to  the  Assembly,  April  2~),  1734:  "The  safety  and  pro- 
tection of  ihe  Harbor  of  Xew  York  and  of  the  frontiers,  no  time 
being  so  fit  to  guard  against  our  future  enemies  as  a  time  of 
peace;  the  <lnrati<in  of  the  present  peace  being  uncertain." 

The  usual  urgent  plea  was  made  for  an  appropriation — for  the 
construction  of  a  I'.atlery  in  New  York  city,  at  the  Point  of  Rocks 
(the  Copsee  battery,  it  was  called,)  by  Whitehall,  and  of  nevr' 
forts  at  Albany  and  S»;henectady,  reinforcing  a  suggestion  that 
had  bren  tiled  with  the  Lords  of  Trade,  fourteen  years  before 
b\  l!rigadier-«Ieneral  Ilunlt-r,  who  described  the  works  at  Xew 
York  as  "a  fort  of  four  regular  bastions,  fifty  guns  mounted, 
faced  with  stone,  with  neither  fussee  nor  outworks." 

The  alai-m  C(»nse(iuent  u[K)n  another  expected  rupture  with 
France,  persuaded  Governor  George  Clarke  to  repeat  the  sug- 
g.'Stinns  (if  his  pre(l.'eess<M-s  and  call  attention  to  the  city's 
defencel'-^sness,  April  1.").  1711.  Ih^  requested  that  batteries  be 
ereeied  Up- !i  the  wliarv.'s  fiiriii;:  the  harbor,  and  that  one  be 
plaeed  :it  \l<i\  Hei.k  nu  i-«uig  Island  to  [)revent  the  enemy  from 
landing  upnu  XiiiN-rj  (<  ioNerner's)  Island. 

Ag;iiii,  .Tun.-  L'.-.  171.-,.  Cncrnor  Clarke  suggests  to  the  Assem- 
bly the  <(.n^tru.tien  of  a  battery  of  twenty  guns  at  the  east  end 
of  the  to\Mi  o;r  th-'  harb.T,  *'  and  of  other  batteries  at  other  points 
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in  the  town,  plans  for  which  he  promised  later  to  place  before 
them."' 

\Yith  a  war  close  at  hand.  Governor  James  De  Lancey  reported, 
October,  1733,  that  the  Copsee  Battery  was  in  a  ruinous  condi- 
tion. The  government  not  only  would  not  construct  new  fortifi- 
cations, but  refused  to  keep  in  repair  those  that  were  gar- 
risoned. All  the  burdens  for  defensive  expense,  such  as  they 
were,  and  for  the  times  taxes  were  oppressive  enough,  fell  upon 
the  colonists.  England's  policy  of  grab  and  grind  was  exercised 
not  alone  upon  her  colonists  in  America,  but  upon  her  dependents 
in  India.  The  colonists  were  expected  to  return  fabulous  profits 
to  the  mother  country,  and  to  submit  to  the  most  unjust  regula- 
tions and  laws.  The  more  generous  the  colonies,  the  more  exact- 
ing became  the  demands  of  England. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  the  multitudinous  exactions 
that  were  made  upon  the  colonists  or  to  dwell  upon  the  general 
and  loyal  compliance  with  which  all  were  met.  Scarcely  a  year 
passed  from  1700  to  the  outbreak  of  the  French  and  Indian  war 
that  the  good-natured  and  much-imposed-upon  colonists  were 
not  called  upon  to  honor  some  extra  draft  flrawn  by  England, 
upon  their  patience  and  their  purse.  The  province  of  New  York 
contributed  £5,000  toward  the  Braddock  campaign.  The  follow- 
ing year  came  the  long-threatened  French  invasion  and  it  cost 
the  province  £4.j,000  to  put  itself  in  condition  ju'operly  to  meet 
the  (Mn'm\.  August.  17.'r),  the  news  of  Braddock's  crushing 
defeat  and  rout  struck  the  colonists  with  terror.  A  £10,000  tax 
was  at  once  levied  uyxUi  rlie  jtroviiice,  which  ^^as  also  romiielled 
to  maintain  4(i(»  men  ai  ('rown  Point.  One  month  later  £8.000 
additional  w»'re  raised  to  be  contril)uted  for  ("onneclicut  toVi'ard 
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the  expense  of  sendinij  reinforcements  to  Crown  Point.  During 
1757  the  province  of  Xew  York  rait?ed,  transported  and  subsisted 
1,000  more  men  for  the  same  expedition,  but  tlie  expense  thus 
incurred  was  eventually  borne  by  the  home  government. 

The  resources  of  the  Province  were  stretched  to  the  limit  the 
following  year.  Bills  of  credit  wen^  issued  which  aggregated 
£100,0()(),  redeemabk*  by  ])ayments  of  £12,000  in  17.j9  and  of 
£11,000  in  each  succeeding  year  until  the  entire  amount  was 
liquidated.  This  generous  contribution  to  the  good  cause — dis- 
playing a  financial  condition  as  sound  as  it  was  patriotic  and 
loyal — justified  the  eolonists  in  the  conviction  that  Xew  York 
was  already  a  powerful  factor  in  the  aggregation  of  American 
colonies,  and  opened  their  eyes  to  certain  possibilities  that  no 
doubt  exerted  an  intluence  that  can  not  be  measured  when  the 
time  came  to  break  with  the  mother  country. 

In  the  raeantime  Lord  Lou<Iouii,  with  a  large  fleet,  had  arrived 
in  Xew  York  in  IT.".*;,  and.  for  tlie  tirst  time  in  its  history,  the  city 
was  put  into  proper  eon(iiti««n  fur  defence  by  land  and  by  sea. 
A  new  lin<'  of  defence,  ronsisting  of  palisades,  was  thrown  up 
across  tlie  island  fi'oni  livei-  to  river,  not  far  from  the  line  of  the 
present  ChanilH-is  >ire.-r.  The  -uitper  barracks"  was  built  north 
of  the  City  Hall  park,  on  what  is  now  Chambers  street,  the 
colonists  theerfiilly  subniiiiiiig  t<»  a  construction  tax  of  £3, ."300; 
(the  -lower  banacks"  stood  on  the  ISattery  near  Whitehall 
street,  on  a  line  with  the  pnseiit  State  street). 

rpon  taking  f.oss.-^sion  of  the  eiiy  in  1770,  \Vashington  sank 
obstrniiioiis  iu  the  Norrh  an-l  Kast  rivers,  and  threw  up  fortifi- 
cations to  guard  th.'  n;irro\v  pass;i-es.  Fort  Washington  was 
constru(  t.-d  n.-ar  the  north  end  of  Manhattan  Island,  and  Fort 
Loe  on  the  .Ter.-ev  shore  opposite..     p,()ih  of  these  were  regarded 
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as  strong  works.  The  fort  at  the  Battery  was  overhauled  and 
strengthened  and  a  small  additional  battery  was  placed  on  Broad- 
way above  Bowling  Green.  Behind  Trinity  church  another  bat- 
ter}' was  erected  on  an  eminence,  and  called  ^McDougall's  Bat- 
tery, out  of  compliment  to  the  patriot  who  constructed  it.  On 
the  east  side  of  the  city  two  other  batteries  were  constructed, 
one  at  the  foot  of  Maiden  lane  and  another  at  Corlear's  Hook, 
near  the  present  Grand  street  ferry. 

In  April,  Governor's  Island  had  been  occupied  by  1,000  Amer- 
ican troops,  and  a  couple  of  small  batteries  were  hastily  erected. 

In  Brooklyn,  a  line  of  works  extended  from  the  Wallabout, 
now  the  Navy  Yard,  to  Bed  Hook,  ilost  of  tlie  streets  were 
barricaded  and  here  and  there  in  the  city  small  works  were 
thrown  up  at  every  vulnerable  spot. 

After  the  American  army  evacuated  New  York,  the  English 
troops  constructed  a  number  of  works  on  the  upper  end  of  ^lan- 
hattan  Island,  whose  positions  will  be  described  later  on;  the 
small  batteries  on  Governor's  Island  were  strengthened  and 
lunettes  were  thrown  up  on  the  sites  of  the  Staten  Island  and 
Long  Island  forts  at  the  Narrows. 

Up  to  the  War  of  1S12  the  States  were  expected  to  construct 
their  o\a  n  fortifications  and  to  bear  the  expense,  subject  to  what- 
ever assistance,  great  or  small.  Congress  might  from  time  to  time 
render.  Fort  Jay,  on  Governor's  Island,  was  built  soon  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  As  far  back  as  ITG.j,  how- 
ever, British  engineers  had  recommended  that  strong  works  be 
erected  on  either  side  of  the  Narrows.  Congress,  in  1794,  con- 
sidered the  matter  of  fortifying  the  important  ports  of  the  coun- 
try.    It  was  estimated  that  .'?llI,r)2lI.oG  would  be  necessarv  to  con- 
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struct  batteries  on  Governor's  Island  and  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollais  and  sixty-eight 
cents  of  this  amount  were  to  be  used  in  fortifying  Paulus  Hook. 
At  that  time  Fort  Wood,  on  Bedh^e's  Island,  had  beeu  started. 

Between  1794  and  ISOl,  Congress  had  appropriated  §100.023.41 
on  the  construction  of  Fort  Jay  an<l  the  smaller  works  on  Gover- 
nor's Island.  It  was  estimated  that  800,000  more  would  be  neces- 
sary for  repairs  atul  imj)rov('ments.  In  ISOO  Fort  Jay  was  de- 
molished except  the  walled  counteiscarp.  The  construction  of 
Fort  Columbus  was  begun. 

From  the  report  of  the  ^^ecretary  of  War,  made  by  direction  of 
the  President,  February  18, 1800.  the  following  remarks  are  found, 
relative  to  New  York  harbor: 

"  In  the  year  1794  and  170r>  considerable  expenses  were  incurred 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  fortifications  on  Governor's,  Bed- 
loe's  and  Ellis's  Islands,  and  in  front  of  the  city. 

"  On  Governor's  Island,  a  rt-gnlai'  enclosed  work,  with  detached 
batteries  for  heavy  raimon  and  niurtars,  was  erected  with  a 
magazine  and  barracks,  which  require  considerable  repairs  and 
improvements.  On  the  otiu-r  ishinds,  there  were  batteries  and 
magazines,  with  some  barracks,  which  also  require  repairs. 

'•  A  formidable-  l.aitery  of  h.  avy  cannon  and  mortars  (which  is 
now  in  ruiiis'i  was  erected  in  front  of  the  city.  A  heavy  park  of 
artillery  was  als.»  mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  and  placed  in 
a  building  lielnut^ing  to  the  State,  within  the  city. 

"  No  considerable  imja"(»veni.iits  have  been  made  on  the  above- 
mentioned  wniUs.  or  ad.liiinnal  r<>:ii1ie;itions  erected,  for  the 
d.'feiir.-  of  ih.'  li:ii!...r  of  N.-w  ^'mk.  uirliin  tlie  hist  five  years; 
there  having  b.  en   no  funds  for  those  objects  furnished  by  the 
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State,  as  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  May, 
1798,  and  understood  to  have  been  intended  by  the  State. 

"  Engineers  were  employed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
survey  and  examine  the  harbor,  and  to  report  the  best  practicable 
mode  of  defence.  The  report,  accompanied  by  drawings  and  esti- 
mates, was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
the  year  ISOl.  Ey  this  project,  the  principal  works  were  to  be 
at  Sandy  Hook.  The  estimates,  amounting  to  S3,9GS,658,  were 
considered  as  a  sufticient  reason  for  rejecting  the  report;  the  debt 
of  the  State  of  New  York  (which  was  the  limit  of  the  sum  author- 
ized to  be  expended)  being  only  81.852,035.  In  January,  1805,  a 
report  was  also  received  from  another  engineer,  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  mayor  of  the  city,  in  which  the  Narrows  were  con- 
templated as  the  principal  place  of  defence.  The  estimates  for 
completing  the  works  amounted  to  82,000,000,  and  the  plan  of 
defence  proposed  inspired  no  confidence. 

"  Lieutenant-Colonel  \^'illialns.  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  was, 
last  autumn,  directed  to  make  such  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  as  would  enable  him  to  report,  with  accuracy,  the  width  of 
the  Narrows,  from  the  water's  edge  on  each  side;  the  distance 
from  Governor's  Island  to  Bedloe's,  to  Ellis's,  and  to  the  battery  in 
front  of  the  city,  and  from  the  city  to  the  nearest  point  on  the 
Jersey  shore.  This  duty  he  performed,  and  reported,  accompany- 
ing his  report  with  a  drawing  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  relative 
situation  of  the  several  points  alluded  to  in  his  instructions,  with 
remarks  on  the  city  generally,  and  particularly  on  fortifying  the 
Narrows." 

The  Secretary  had  this  further  to  say: 

"It  will  bo  rorollccttd  bv  nianv  that  in  tlio  summer  of  1770  a 
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British  ship  (Asia)  of  about  forty  ^niis  had  been  some  distance  up 
the  Hudson  above  Xew  York;  that  it  was  known  that  she  would 
soon  pass  down  by  that  city,  and  the  batteries  were  prepared  at 
several  phices  ou  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  and  above  the  city,  with 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  destroying  the  ship  on  her  pas- 
sage; but,  altliongh  she  descended  in  the  day  time,  with  a  moder- 
ate breeze,  wliich  atl'ordinl  full  time  for  the  batteries  to  act  on 
her.  and  a  tremendous  cannonade  commenced  fiom  the  respective 
batteries  as  she  passed,  no  apparent  injury  was  received  by  the 
ship;  and  it  was  generally  remarked,  that  she  appeared  to  be  no 
more  incommoded  by  the  batteries  than  if  no  shot  had  been  fired. 
Her  distance  from  the  batteries  was  about  half  a  mile,  which  is 
little  more  tha'a  the  distance  of  the  center  of  the  channel  in  the 
Narrows  from  any  batteries  which  could  be  erected  on  either  or 
both  shores. 

''  It  now  renuiins  to  be  decided:  1st,  Whether  the  batteries  or 
any  other  points,  so  susceptil)le  have  been  so  fortitied  as  to  afford 
a  sufticient  defence  to  the  harbor  and  city? 

'■*  2dly,  AVheiher  any  other  practicable  system  of  defence  may 
be  sufticieutly  relied  n[)on? 

"  3dly,  What  general  or  particular  system  ought  to  be  adopted?" 

At  every  session  of  Congress  the  mode  of  fortifying  Xew  York 
was  impresse<l  with  an  emphasis  that  increased  from  year  to  year. 
As  far  back  as  ISIIO  the  p(>i»ulati(ui,  extent  of  resource,  capital  and 
enterprise  of  the  city  was  constantly  used  in  arguments  before 
Congress,  for  apjmn.riation  for  fortifications  and  the  claim  was 
then  ma<lc  that  oue-thiid  of  the  National  revenue  of  the  ca]>ital 
w-as  collected  in  New  York  city.  The  State  luid  already  purchased 
for  defensive  ])urposes  the  land  on  which  the  forts  at  f^taten 
Island  now  stand.     The  greater  part  of  (Jovernor's  Island  also 
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K..on.«l  to  r,K.  St.,0.  nuvin.  t„o  tiu.atonins  a.«  of  1S07  the 
I  e.i.l.tn,.o  ot  th..  St.to  of  N-ow  York  .dopfd  ,v.olutio.,s  request- 
in,:..  tluU  ..le„ua,o  measnvos  .lunUd  bo  aUoptod  by  the  Natioual 
Govenuueot  for  .lie  ,.rotoaio„  ot  the  port  of  Xew  York. 

••That  the  asrkuUaral  as  well  a.  eonm.ereial  luterests  of  the 
State  are  deeply  interested  io  this  .nost  desirable  object. 

..  That  ia  sorrenderioK  to  .  he  United  State,  the  revenue  reee.ved 
ft-on,  inn  .^.s.  this  State  expeeted.  and  has  now  a  right  to  e.peet 
that  a  con,petent  ,.orrion  ot  that  reveuue  «ould  be  a,„.ropriated 
for  its  defenee.  and  that  th.-  Congress  of  the  mited  States  are 
bound  bv  their  eonstitutional  .luties.  as  p.ardians  of  the  eonunon 
defenee  and  general  welfare,  to  satisfy  this  proper  and  reasonable 

expectation." 

m  the  r,,,ort  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  eo.nn.unieated  to  Con- 
,„.ess.  .lanuarv  C,  ISOt,.  it  was  stated  that  -  the  works  undertaken 
^t  >-ew  York  are  .ahnlaf.!  to  annoy  and  injure  any  invad.ug 
i,.,.,...  whb  h  shall  enter  tie-  harbor  and  still  tnore  one  which  should 
atten.p.,o.i,.b,.tore.hecl,y.  To  prevent  altogether  the  eutratrce 
of  ,.,r"e  cssols.  a  line  of  blo.ks  has  been  coutetuplated.  and  would, 
„,  is  beH,.ved.  with  the  auxiliary  n.eans  already  provided,  render 

that  .itv  safe  against  invading  enterprise." 

F,„.t  rolatubus  was  reported  to  be  nearly  co,uplet..d.  and  ou  tt 

f.ftv  cannon  had  1 n  ntounfd.     fastle  NVilliatn  was  cotupleted 

to  ihe  se,  end  tloor.  and  was  in  shape  to  receive  its  tirst  tier  of  gun. 
.,,,..„  w..,..  u.onnted  and,. ady  to  be  placed.     On  r.edh.es  Island . 

atnortarbattory ering  the  attchorage  ground  between  Eed 

nook  and  tjnatantine  had  1 u  started,  and  an  op.-u  barbette  bat- 

terv  for  h.  aw  or,l„an.-e  on  KllisV  isla.nl  was  n.a,  ly  Hntshcl. 

0,V  Hnb..r,  street.  New  V-ak.  Jt"l  feet  without  the  pertnt.nent 
line  of  th,. .  itc.  a  battery,  .1...  North  r.a.tety  was  co.utne.tced  and 
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finished  that  year;  preparations  had  also  been  made  for  erecting 
a  heavy  battery  on  the  stone  foundation  of  the  superstructure  of 
the  solid  mason  work  at  the  souths  est  point  of  the  city,  the  pres- 
ent Castle  Garden. 

December  21.  1801),  Secretary  of  War.  Eustis.  reported  that 
''  Seventy-one  guns  were  actually  mounted  "  for  the  defence  of 
New  York;  150  may  be  actually  brought  into  action  on  an  emerg- 
ency; and  the  works  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  !s'ew  York 
are  calculated  for  300  guns  and  10  mortars,  exclusive  of  those 
mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  and  of  the  works  on  Staten  Is- 
land, erected  by  the  State  of  New  York,  calculated  for  SO  guns." 

Greater  interest  was  taken  in  military  matters  during  the  first 
session  of  the  Twelfth  Congress,  with  the  prospect  of  war  immi- 
nent. The  defences  of  New  Y'ork  were  then  reported  to  be :  Fort 
Columbus,  mounting  GO  heavy  guns,  brick  barracks  for  two  com- 
panies of  men  and  officers,  and  a  furnace  for  heating  shot,  capable 
of  carrying  a  garrison  of  7S0  men; 

Castle  William,  with  ."2.  42  and  o2-pounders.  mounted  on  two 
tiers  under  a  bomb  roof,  with  a  terrace,  capable  of  mounting  26 
oO-pound  Columbiads;  troops  necessary,  1.011; 

Bedloe's  Island,  mounting  21  guns,  garrison,  312; 

Ellis's  Island,  an  enclosed  circular  battery  of  masonry,  mount- 
ing 14  heavy  guns,  with  barracks  of  stone  and  wood  for  one  com- 
pany of  nu'ii  and  officers.  1S2  men. 

On  the  Long  Island  shore  of  the  Narrows  a  blockhouse  was 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  iiresent  Fort  Hamilton,  by  the  first  in- 
habitants who  settled,  in  Kl.'l.  Tin-  work  was  as  much  of  a  pro- 
tection against  piiMtcs  and  buc-caneci's  as  invaders.  The  English 
authorities  for  years  disrnsscd  the  fi-asibility  of  building  a  strong 
and  pernian<-nt  work  nr  tliis  point,  but  nothing  ever  came  of  it. 
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During  the  War  of  1812,  the  Ainerii-uns  constructed  a  small  earth- 
work which  they  ealk'd  Fort  Lewis.  A  large  fort  that  was  to  be 
built  of  granite  blocks,  was  started  at  Sandy  Hook,  but  never  was. 
finished.  Work  on  the  present  Fort  Hamilton  on  the  Long  Island 
side  of  the  Narrows,  was  not  begun  in  earnest  until  after  the  close 
of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Two  interesting  historical  incidents  are  connectted  with  this 
spot.  The  ship  that  brought  over  Colonel  Richard  Xicolls  in  16G4. 
dropped  anchor  a  few  yards  distant  from  where  Fort  Hamilton 
now  stands;  whence  the  first  communication  to  Pieter  Stuyvesant 
was  dispatched,  denuinding  the  surrender  of  New  Netherland. 
One  hundred  and  twelve  years  later  the  British  Army  of  Invasion, 
under  Lord  Howe,  landed  on  the  site  of  the  present  Fort  Hamilton. 

While  the  General  Government  was  consumingtimein desultory 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  fortifications,  it  was  left  to  the  State* 
as  a  matter  of  self  preservation,  to  erect  works  of  defence.  New- 
York  city  in  180(3,  bought  -J-OO  feet  of  ground  under  water  off  the 
battery  on  which  (Castle  Cliulon  was  erected;  (its  name  was 
changed  in  Isl'.j  to  Castle  Garden).  Provision  was  also  made  for 
the  battery  off  Hubert  street,  and  for  the  construction  of  Fort 
Gansevoort  near  the  foot  of  the  present  West  Thirteenth  street. 

•From  the  "  Return  of  all  and  singular  the  warlike  stores  and  property  belonging  to^ 
the  State  of  Xew  York  in  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores  Department,"  January  20, 
1812,  thf  foUowini?  fads  are  obtained: 

The  State  had  Arsenals  at  the  following  places:  New  York,  Albany,  Plattsburg  and 
Elizabethtown,  Russell,  Watcrtown,  Rome,  Onondaga,  Canandaigua  and  Batavia.  It 
had  d'-posited  at  Fort  Richmond  at  the  Narrows,  24  32-poundors  and  33  24-pounders 
mounted:  2  12-pound  brass  guns. 

The  State  possessed  H1.S23  stands  of  arms.  8,000  flints;  had  deposited  48  light  brass 
S-poundiTs  amona;  the  thirty-two  artilkry  orpanizatious,  and  42  light  artillery  brass 
2-pounders. 

The  uiilitia  of  tUi''  State,  accordiiif;  to  ttie  "  Annual  irjspection  return  for  thi-  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  submitted  on  January  25,  1812,  was  divided 
Into  eight  divisions,  and  a^gregutod  0.",:!::G  of  all  arms;  of  whom  3, 1183  were  cavalry, 
2,»;i9  artillery.  Sy,322  infantry.  The  general  return  is  the  same  as  those  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  In  l.SOt)  and  181'1. 
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During  the  winter  of  ISOS  and  ISOO,  2.j0  persons  were  given 
steady  employment  on  the  fortifications  on  the  Staten  Island  side 
of  the  2sarrows,  the  L(;gislature  of  New  York  having  appropriated 
§100,000  for  the  purpose.  Three  works  were  urtder  construction, 
the  principal  of  which  was  Fort  Tompkins.  A  year  later  report 
was  made  to  the  Governor  that  the  elTective  water  battery  called 
Fort  Richmond,  at  the  Narrows,*  was  completed  and  ready  for 
twenty-seven  cannon.  Two  other  Latteries  were  then  in  process 
of  construction,  one  to  tlie  east  and  the  other  to  the  south  of  this 
Mork.  By  the  end  of  the  yeiir  ISOl),  the  sujaller  batteries  were 
ready  for  jdatforms  and  guns. 

As  soon  as  war  was  declared,  the  general  government  made  a 
requisition  on  the  States  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey  for  20,000 
militia,  to  be  concentrated  in  and  around  the  city.  The  funds  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  troops,  however,  were  raised  by  the 
city  of  New  York  under  promise  of  reimbursement  on  the  part  of 
the  National  Government.  A  committee  of  defence  was  promptly 
appointed,  and  citizens  were  called  upon  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices to  work  in  the  fortitirations,  with  the  result  that  from  five 
hundred  to  a  ihousand  nn-n,  wiihout  distinction  of  class,  were 
thus  occu[tied  daily. 

Unprepared  as  (he  country  itself  was  for  war,  the  defenceless- 
ness  of  New  York  at  the  time  was  a  matter  of  notoriety,  not  only 

•The  following  Words  ar<'  as  nppH'-ablc  to-day  as  when  written  In  1859,  by  that  superb 
cng!Qoor  offiL-er,  tlica  Major  John  G.  liarnard,  eubstquently  general  and  chief  of  engi- 
neers of  the  Unlt<  d  States  Army.  In  a  r-rort  which  he  made  on  "  Fortiflrations."  In 
view  of  the  trt-m.-ndoua  Eirldvs  la  Inn  r.tinf:  and  manufacturing  modern  ordnance  the 
eagacity  of  Gen.  Barnard's  utt^rancfs  will  Ktriko  tho  most  Indifferent  laymen: 

"  The  more  d-fvuce  of  tho  city  sKainst  or.iinary  neots,"  he  wrote,  "  Is  no  longer  tha 
question;  but  throwih  Ihr  d  /.  n.iitr  ir-jrka  lo  h-:  hre  (rt:ct'd  (at  the  Narrows),  the  naticn 
is  to  min.iun-  it's  utrm^jth  a-j-iintt  Ih:  mat  lari^ft  use  of  the  ri^^Murccs  of  a  great  maritimi 
poifir,  aiJul  hy  nil  that  JrivJ-m  «i- «..•»■  and  mtxhaniral  ingniuiti/  in  creating  or 
invtnHng  moina  uf  attirk  can  bring  wjatnut  th-m;  In  short,  In  fortifying  New  York, 
tri-  arc  n.Wiy  p-.  ;;arui5;  the  tjU.'-/li/J  on  t  hu  h  the  issur  uf  future  mumtntoua  COntest$ 
Is  to  b'    d-ci.lt'l.  ■ 
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to  the  iuliabitiints  themselves,  but  to  the  enemy.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  common  council  asked  the  Legislature  to  appropriate 
^250,000  for  defensive  purposes.  An  appeal  to  Congress  met  with 
a  similar  fate.  It  seems  ridiculous  at  this  day  to  learn  that  the 
amount  actually  expended  during  the  year  1812  for  the  defence  of 
the  metropolis,  was  only  .^11,500,  and  for  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers,  $29,050.  In  1S13,  the  Comptroller's  report  shows  that 
the  following  items  had  been  expended:  For  the  defence  of  the 
frontier,  $15,000;  purchase  of  arms,  §37,500;  expense  attendant 
upon  calling  out  of  the  militia,  $12,500;  and  for  transporting  arms, 
^2,702. 

At  the  same  time  an  appropriation  of  $22,000  was  made  for  a  re- 
doubt or  protecting  work  on  Signal  Hill  near  the  Narrows,  Staten 
Island.  In  ISll,  when  the  Kepublican  party  returned  to  power, 
the  generosity  of  the  State  was  more  conspicuous;  $98,500  were 
voted  for  defence  and  $50,000  for  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier.  January,  1815,  it  was  shown  that  $25,500  had  been  con- 
tributed for  defence,  $205,000  for  the  support  of  families  of  per- 
sons who  were  called  into  the  service,  $50,000  for  the  pay  of  the 
militia  and  $15,000  for  the  sea  fencibles  and  armorers. 

In  March,  1811,  the  city  of  New  York  was  compelled 
to  borrow  $100,000  to  be  used  in  defence  of  the  city, 
which  e(iuij>ped,  manned  and  maintained  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, a  large  body  of  troops  who  were  placed  in  the 
works.  September  23,  1814,  the  defences  around  New  York  were 
described  as  follows:  "A  strong  blockhouse  mounting  a  21- 
pounder,  stood  at  the  west  end  of  Kockaway  P.each  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rei)eliing  boarding  parties  in  small  boats.  A  tower  of 
solid  masonry  had  been  designed  by  CJeneral  Joseph  Swift  at 
Hell  Gate  on  Hallet's  Point.     It  was  called  Fort  Stevens.     For 
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this  the  governmeiir  had  niad*-  a  partial  appropriation.  A  small 
battery  stood  at  :Mill  lio.k  at  Hell  (Jaio."  The  works  at  the 
Narrows  were  far  from  ((.mplete.  Colonel  Jonathan  Williams, 
engineer  in  charge  had  changed  the  original  plans.  He  estimated 
that  300  men  conld  stand  out  against  5,000  and  that  the  works 
were  capable  of  giving  shelter  and  accommodation  to  1.500 
troops.  Fort  Hudson  was  then  completed.  Fort  Richmond  nearly 
so,  and  another  battery  was  contemplated  in  the  rear  of  both. 

A  line  of  military  defences  was  stretched  across  the  island 
from  the  barrier  gate  at  McGowan's  I'ass  which  commanded  the 
Harlem  river  to  the  barrier  gat<'  at  Manhattanville  Tass  which 
commanded  the  Hudson  ri%er: 

"  Fortitications  on  iJenson's  I'oint  near  Third  avenue  and  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  street. 

••  Fort  Clinton,  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Scvi-nth  streets  and  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
yards  east  of  Sixth  avenue. 

••  Fort  Fisli.  b.-twetn  (Mm-  Ilumlrcd  and  Fiftli  and  One  Hundred 
and  Sixth  strt-t-ts  and  about  len  yards  east  of  Sixth  avenue. 

-A  stone  lower  aliout  fouri<'tMi  yards  south  of  One  Hundred 
and  Ninth  sin-ei  and  seven  yards  west  of  .Seventh  avenue. 

"A  stone  i<»\\er  Iftween  Ono  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  and  One 
Hundied  ami  Fourt»'<'iith  slreeis,  and  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 
avenues. 

"A  stone  tow.-r  <»u  tlir  south  side  of  Oue  IJundred  and  Twenty- 
first  street  and  about  one  hundred  and  ten  yards  east  of  Tenth 
avenue. 

••A  stMiii-  io\\»r  oil  ihf  -..uili  sidi-  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  striMi  antl  about  tifiy  four  yaids  east  of  Tenth  avenue. 
••  FiU  I    Hai;:tit.  ai    Manila  t Ian villo    I'ass,  about   twenty  yards 
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north  of  One  Ilundred  uiid  Twenty-foiirtli  slret't  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  yards  east  of  Eleventh  avenue. 

"Along,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  King's  Bridge  road,  a  num- 
ber of  redoubts  and  forts  built  during  the  Revolutionary  ^var 
were  still  standing  in  181-4,  between  Bussing  Point  road — One 
Hundred  and  Forty-third  and  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth 
streets;  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues — and  King's  Bridge.  These 
fortifications  consisted  of  solid  earth  embankments  from  six  to 
eight  feet  in  height  and  were  in  the  majority  of  instances  exceed- 
ingly well  preserved.  The  most  <-onspicuous  were  situated  as 
follows: 

''  One  Hundred  and  Forty  fifth  street,  Oue  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
first  street:  at  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fiftli  to  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-sixth  the  road  }iass<'d  sixty-seven  yards  east  of 
Twelfth  avenue  and  900  yards  east  of  a  fort  and  redoubts  on  a 
point  of  rocks  on  Hudson  river,  thirty  yards  south  of  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy-sixth  street  and  200  yards  Avest  of  Fourteenth 
avenue.  At  One  Hnndred  and  Eighty-third  street  the  road  ran 
343  yards  east  of  Fort  Washington  on  Thirteenth  avenue;  at  One 
Hundred  and  Ninety-second  street  533  yards  west  of  Fort  George; 
at  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-sixth  street  233  yards  east  of  Fort 
Tryon;  at  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  street  150  yards  east 
of  Fort  Prince  Charles,  on  Tenth  avenue,  on  the  southerly  side 
of  that  street.'' 

From  ISOS  to  181G  the  State  of  New  York  appropriated  .^272.001) 
for  the  fortifications  on  Staten  Island  and  the  defence  of  the  port 
of  New  York. 

The  report  <»f  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  isiS,  shows  that  '"  the 
only  work  now  ])rogressing  in  New  York  is  Fort  Lafayette,  at  the 
Narrows  upon  Hendricks  Reef;  will  mount  00  cannon,  and  cost 
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$275,000;  is  more  than  half  finished  and  can  be  completed  in  the 
year  1S19,  and  T\ill  reqnire  ?110,000  to  be  appropriated.  The 
other  positions  which  must  by  necessity  be  occupied  to  complete 
the  defences  of  New  York,  are;  First,  Sandy  Hook;  Second,. 
Staten  Island;  Third,  west  end  of  Long  Island;  Fourth,  Brooklyn. 
Heights:  Fifth,  Fro";  Pond  near  the  Sound." 


VI 

MILITAEY  OrEKATIOXS. 

THE   COXSriCUOUS   PART   TAKEN   BY   NEW   YORK   FROM    BEGINNING   TO 
END UNSTEADINESS   OF  THE   MILITIA. 

In  the  early  part  of  October,  1S12,  1,500  regular  troops  were 
stationed  at  Buffalo  and  Fort  Niagara,  under  the  command  of 
General  Alexander  Smyth. 

At  Lewiston,  2,500  troops  had  been  mobilized.  The  whole  force 
was  under  the  command  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of 
the  Xew  York  State  Militia.  The  invasion  and  conquest  of  Can- 
ada was  the  daily  topic  of  conversation,  not  only  in  New  York 
but  in  every  other  State  in  the  Union.  The  militia  was  enthus- 
iastic, but  undisciplined,  willing  but  untrained.  A  bold  and 
vigorous  stroke  in  the  upper  province  of  Canada  was  looked  upon 
as  offering  not  only  every  feature  of  success,  but  as  a  positive 
means  of  terminating  the  campaign.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
absurd  friction  which  then  existed  between  the  militia  and  regu- 
lar army  officers,  destroyed  the  hopes  of  all  who  had  inspired  this 
campaign,  and  nearly  demoralized  the  troops  themselves. 

General  Smyth  was  jealous  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
General  Van  Rensselaer  looked  with  contempt  upon  General 
Smyth's  (pialifications  as  a  commander.  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer permitted  his  personal  prejudices  against  regular  oflicers 
to  interfere  seriously  not  only  with  his  own  judgment  but  v.ith 
the  management  of  liis  troops.  Instead  of  starting  on  a  vigorous 
cam}>aign,  lie  allowed  his  command  to  remain  in  a  state  of  de- 
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iii<)rali7.in!j:  inactivity,  until  tli<'  men  themselves  threatened  to 
return  home.  Finally,  an  attack  was  planned  on  the  British 
force  at  Queenstun.  for  October  11th,  but  owiuf?  to  the  inclement 
weather  and  the  want  of  a  suhicient  number  of  boats  to  carry 
the  troops  across  the  Niagara  river,  o])erations  were  held  in 
abeyance  until  the  i:-.th.  Two  columns  of  attack  were  planned, 
one  of  the  militia  under  command  of  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
selaer, of  the  New  York  .Militia,  and  the  other  a  column  of  regu- 
lars under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chrystie,  of  the  Thirteenth  In- 
fantry. iColonel  A'an  Rensselaer  ha<l  been  a  regular  army  ofiicer 
of  distinction  and  had  been  desperately  wounded  at  the  Battle  of 
the  Miami  or  :Maumee,  by  the  Indians.  August  20,  1794.)  A  sup- 
porting force  of  20(1  regulars,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fenwick 
and  i[ajor  Mullany.  followed. 

October  12rh.  the  })r«'[)aratioiis  for  assaulting  the  heights  of 
Queenston  were  cum].letrd,  and  late  that  evening  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ^^'!ntl'■l(1  Sc<»tf  liasf<Mied  to  headiiuarters  and  entreated 
General  ^'an  KcnsselaiT  to  pt-rmit  him  to  scr-ve  as  a  volunteer 
with  the  artarking  column.  (  o-ncral  \'an  R.'usselaer  refused  the 
reciuest.  l»ut  directed  i'ulon.l  Srott  to  bring  his  command  to 
Lewiston.  T!i<'  result  of  tin-  aiiark  <-oiild  easily  have  been  seen, 
through  th<'  jealousy  idai  existed  bet\v<en  the  regiilars  and  the 
militia.  The  enemy's  b;nrei-i,-s  met  the  American  troo{»s  with  a 
galling  liie.  ('o1(Mi<-1  Van  Rensselaer  and  I/uMitenant-Colonel 
Chrystie  weic  wounded  eai-ly  in  the  contest.  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer ord.-nd  ('(.l.uiei  Sc(C,  t  to  noss  over-  ami  take  the  com- 
nmrid  >>\'  \\\<-  ferres  etii:;!!.;e(|,  <'..!(. iiel  Fenwiek's  supporting 
cohimn  had  alieady  met  with  .ii-.;i<.|.r.  The  boats  which  trans- 
feiicd  iIhiu  uei-.-  cauirlu  by  the  eddies  ami  swept  directly  under 
the  I'.ritish  baneri«'s.     The  detachment,  with  the  exception  of  a 
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Terv  f«'w  men,  was  oblij^^ed  to  suiTendei-  as  prisoners  of  ^vil^. 
About  the  middle  of  the  day,  General  A'aii  Keiisselaer  crossed 
■over  to  the  Canadian  side,  examined  the  dispositions  which  Scott 
had  made,  approved  them,  then  returned  to  the  American  shore. 

This  engagement  cast  ain-thing  but  credit  upon  the  militia. 
After  the  first  onslaught  they  were  seized  with  a  timidity  that 
■coaxing  and  threats  alternately  could  not  overcome,  and  they 
positively  refused  to  obey  any  order  that  would  expose  them  to 
the  enemy's  fire.  The  American  troops,  those  that  were  hft, 
fought  with  desperate  courage  under  the  condtict  of  (leiieral 
Wadsworth  —  who  had  generously  waived  command  in  honor  of 
Colonel  Scott  —  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chrystie,  but  their 
efforts  were  unavailing,  for  the  arrival  of  General  Sheaffe  with 
SOO  re-enforcements  of  Canadian  provincial  militia  soon  put  an 
end  to  the  conflict.  After  consultation.  General  Wadsworth, 
Colonel  Scott  and  other  principal  officers  decided  to  surrender 
their  forces,  which  consisted  of  139  regulars  and  154  militia. 
Over  400  militia  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  engagement  were 
afr<-r\vard  included  in  the  surrender.  The  casualties  of  the  day, 
ineludiiig  the  100  killed  and  the  200  regulars  who  had  surrendered 
under  ^lajor  Mullany,  of  Colonel  Fenwick's  command,  aggre- 
gated 1,000. 

Far  different  had  been  the  result  of  the  o})erations  conducted 
by  Ceneral  .lacob  P.rown,  along  the  northern  frontier  of  New 
York.  In  1810  General  T5rown  had  been  made  a  brigadier- 
general  of  militia  from  the  rank  of  colonel.  When  hostilities 
\sei-c  (h'cJMit'd  lie  ceninianded  a  brigaib-  in  the  tirst  detachment 
of  Xt'W  York  Militia,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  and  the  defence  of  the  eastern  frontier  of  Lak(»  Ontario 
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and  the  soutliein  shore  of  the  St.  Liiwrence.  His  front  covered 
a  distance  of  200  miles;  the  greater  part  of  it  was  but  thinly 
inhabited.  Its  close  proximity  to  the  Canadian  border,  the  in- 
adequate supplies  of  e(]uipment,  ordnance  and  of  troops  at  his- 
disposah  rendered  his  position  one  of  great  danger  on  one  side 
and  of  vexation  and  embarrassment  on  the  other.  Hostilities^ 
were  first  opened  on  the  New  York  frontier  by  Captain  Forsyth, 
i  the  commander  of  the  regular  troops  at  Ogdensburg,  who  crossed 
the  river  St.  Lawrenre,  met  a  force  of  the  British  on  the  road  to 
Gananoiiuc.  whom  he  defeatcil.  He  pushed  his  way  on  to  the 
village,  entered  it,  destroyed  what  military  stores  he  could  not 
carry  oil,  and  returned  to  the  American  shore  with  several 
prisoners. 

The  British  retaliated  by  opening  fire  on  the  city  of  Ogdens- 
burg October  2r,d  from  their  batteries  at  Prescott.  For  two  days* 
they  maintained  an  irregular  cannonading.  Sunday,  October 
4th,  GOO  British  trooj»s  crossed  the  St.  Lawrence  in  forty  boats 
for  the  purpose  of  storming  the  town  and  capturing  it  by  assault. 
General  Brown,  however,  anticipating  the  move,  had  disposed  his 
force,  whieh  aggr<'gated  about  400  men,  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  with  oKh^rs  not  to  fire  until  the  British  were  within  close 
pistol  shot.  The  British  never  landed.  The  several  efforts  that 
were  made  wrre  met  with  such  accurate  fire  from  the  American 
rifles  that  the  British  comman.ler,  utterly  baOIed,  was  forced  to 
return  to  Prescott  without  arcomplishing  the  purpose  for  which 
he  had  embark«'d. 

Again,  in  F<bniary.  1M;:.  a  small  (hiaehment  of  the  British 
crossed  ()V.  T  to  111.-  .\meii.an  side  and  committed  a  number  of 
brutal  and  uri[iruv..k,-.l  outrages.  The  dashing  Forsyth,  who 
was  then  in  command  at  Ogdensburg,  promptly  determined  to 
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cross  the  river  and  invade  the  enemy's  country.  His  force  con- 
sisted of  200  men,  mostly  volunteers  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. He  surprised  the  British  guard  at  Brockville,  gathered  in 
an  abundance  of  military  stores  and  returned  to  his  post  without 
the  loss  of  a  man  and  with  iifty-two  prisoners,  among  them  eight 
officers.  The  British  again  retaliated.  This  time  they  brought 
over  a  force  of  1,200  men  on  February  22d.  Although  Major 
Forsyth  and  Colonel  Benedict,  of  the  New  York  Militia,  put  up 
a  most  heroic  defence,  they  were  finally  driven  back  into  the 
interior. 

Governor  Tompkins  was  now  exceedingly  solicitous  for  the 
safety  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  which  was  the  main  naval  and  mili- 
tary depot  along  the  lake  frontier,  but  fortunately  for  the  Amer- 
ican cause  the  British  made  no  further  attempts  at  invasion 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Brown  had  been  otTered  and  had  de- 
clined a  colonelcy  in  the  regular  army.  Max  2Tth,  a  British  fleet 
from  Kingston  was  discovered  on  its  way  to  Sackett's  Harbor. 
Colonel  Backus,  the  commander  of  the  post,  at  once  communicated 
with  General  Brown,  who  was  living  in  temporary  retirement 
within  eight  miles  of  the  Harbor,  and  requested  him  to  come  to  the 
front.  The  general  promptly  gave  orders  to  have  the  militia 
assembled.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  the  scene  of  danger.  Colonel 
Backus  relinquished  the  command.  The  following  day  the  British 
fleet  appeare<l.  It  consisted  of  four  sliips.  one  brig,  two  schoon- 
ers, two  gun-boats,  and  thirty-three  flat-liotrom  boats,  carrying 
1,000  troops,  utidor  the  coiuuiaiid  of  Sir  Gcorg"/  I'revost  and  Com- 
modore Sir  .Tames  Yeo.  A  breastwork  was  hastily  constructed 
at  the  only  ])(unt  where  the  tro(q)s  could  land.  IV'hind  them 
wore  placed  tin-  militia  and  the  Albany  A'oluutt-frs  under  Colonel 
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Mills.  The  re<:ulais  under  (Njloiid  P.arkiis  foinied  the  second 
line  in  the  rear.  The  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Fannin<r  occu- 
pied Fort  Toni[.kins  at  the  barracks.  The  following;  morning 
the  enemy  approached  in  their  boats.  As  at  Oj^densburg, 
General  Ilrown  had  given  orders  that  no  shot  should  be  tired 
from  the  American  forces  until  the  enemy  were  within  pistol- 
shot  distance.  Cousequenily  the  very  first  volley  was  well- 
directed  and  destructive.  A  number  of  ofticers  were  killed,  boats 
were  perforated,  oars  were  splintered,  and  the  attacking  force 
was  thrown  into  i-on fusion. 

With  the  contest  well  within  his  hand  and  every  assurance  of 
-success.  General  Brown  now  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
militia  stiicken  with  panic  In  spiteof  the  efl'orls  of  their  ofiQcers. 
coaxing,  cajoling  and  threats  Mere  as  usual  unavailing;  they  fled 
in  the  wihh-st  disorder.  Colonel  Mills  was  shot  down  while 
heroi<-ally  attenii»ririg  to  stem  the  retreat.  The  British  troops 
had  landed  and  begun  rheif  marrh  towai-d  tlie  village.  Colonel 
Backus  li;id  fiilleii.  iiM.itailv  ueumled.  Lieui<>nant  Fanning  was 
severely  Wounded,  but  (leneral  llrown  gathered  a  nucleus  of  his 
<-<>mmandaboi!r  him  and  for  a  linn-  managed  to  check  the  triumph- 
ant march  of  the  invader.  What  he  <-ould  not  accomplish  by  di- 
rect aita<-k.  he  siicee.Mled  in  -.Mining  by  clever  strategv.  Taking  a 
small  j.ariy  with  him  and  gailieiing  up  on  the  way  srattered  rem- 
nants of  ilismay.-d  militia,  he  witfked  around  the  tlank  of  i^ir 
Georg<'  Provost's  .nmruand.  in  which  ma?ioeuvi-e  tlie  dense  forest 
otrere<l  him  pro!e<ti(»n.  Tie  marched  toward  the  spot  where  tlie 
Knglish  tia.l  disenih.tiked.  His  enemy  was  now  sei'/,ed  with  a 
jKinic:  fe.iiing  th.it  <:.  tieral  Prown  would  turn  his  tlank,  I'revost 
gave  .uders  to  retire,  an  order  That  was  pnmiptly  and  precipitately 
•obeyed.     The  Hriiish  left  behind  them  all  their  killed,  a  number 
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of  tbeir  wounded,  and  thirty-tive  prisoners.  General  Brown  per- 
mitted them  to  re-enibarii:  without  furtlier  inconvenience  than 
that  which  accompanied  a  dropping-  tire  of  musketry.  With  hif> 
feet  once  upon  his  tiag-ship,  the  British  General  calmly  demanded 
the  surrender  of  the  town,  a  recpiest  which  was  as  calmly  rejected. 

This  action  at  Packett's  Harbor  opened  the  way  to  j^reatness  for 
General  Brown.  He  was  commissioned  by  tlie  President  a  Briga- 
dier in  the  regular  army. 

In  the  fall  of  ISi:^.  the  Niagara  frontier  was  criminally  exposed 
to  the  enemy  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
for  the  expedition  down  the  St.  Lawi-ence.  General  McClure 
evacuated  Fort  George  in  Canada  west.  Before  retiring,  however, 
he  directed  that  the  village  of  Newark  be  burned.  Although  this 
wanton  act  was  promptly  disavowed  by  our  government,  and  ^Ic- 
Cluro  censured,  the  British  in  retaliation  surprised  Fort  Niagara 
on  the  night  of  the  ISth  of  December,  ISIP..  The  garrison  con- 
sisted of  3U0  men,  principally  invalids.  A  few  managed  to  make 
their  escape,  but  all  the  rest  were  put  to  the  sword.  The  whole 
frontier  was  now  laid  waste.  Manchesrer.  Lewiston.  Youngs- 
town,  BulValo  and  the  village  of  the  Tuscaroras.  many  of  whose 
people  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  T'nited  States,  were 
burned.  ' 

General  Brown  was  now  ordered  to  ButTalo,  which  he  reached 
in  March.  1M4.  But  it  was  not  until  th<-  1st  of  July  that  he  was 
able  to  take  the  held.  His  forct?  consisted  of  two  regular  brigades 
under  General  Scott  and  (ien<nal  Bipley,  and  tlie  volunteers  under 
Geuei-als  Porn-r  and  Swift.  Fort  l-'i-io  was  his  objective  point. 
With  tliaf  iu  Ills  possession  tlio  aband<»nmeni:  of  Fort  Niagara  by 
tlu'  P.ritish  was  inevitablo.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir<l,  the  fort 
was  invested,  and  the  u'arrison  of  170  men  surrendered. 
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The  Battle  of  Chippawa*  which  followed,  July  5th,  and  of 
Luudy's;  Lane,  July  2.jth,  greatly  encouraged  the  hopes  of  Ameri- 

GENEUAL  PETEU  B.   TOUTER'S  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 
CHIPPAWA, 

Written  in  IS-'fO  to  the  late  William  L.  Stone,  then  Editor  of  the  New 
York  Couunercial  Advertiser. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  no  fair,  intelligent  and  connected  history  of  the 
interesting  campaisu  of  1S1.4  on  the  Niagara  prepared  by  some  one  whose  knowledge  of 
the  views  of  those  who  conducted  it,  as  well  as  of  its  incidents,  give  him-  a  right  to 
speak,  and  whose  character  entitle  hira  to  credit,  and  that  aside  from  the  scanty  in- 
formation to  be  gleaned  from  the  ofUcial  reports  uf  the  day,  and  some  personal  alterca- 
tions which  have  been  thrown  on  the  public  with  any  other  view  than  a  faithful  record 
of  historical  events,  wo  have  nothing  to  which  we  can  resort  but  a  few  catch-penny 
compilations  as  much  entitled,  so  far  as  facts  are  concerned,  to  the  name  of  romance 
as  history;  and  I  regret  to  find  that  you,  for  want  doubtless  of  other  authorities,  have 
been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  these  books  for  some  of  your  statements,  and  have,  of 
course,  fallen  into  errors.  The  only  apology  for  the  loss  of  style  and  spirit  in  the 
narration  would  bj  that  the  facts  narrated  were  withiu  the  personal  knowledge  and 
observation  of  the  writer,  who  vouches  for  their  general  accuracy.  Although  the  story 
of  the  battle  of  Chinpawa  is  a  long  one,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  most  of  the  facts  intro- 
duced, especially  in  everything  that  relates  to  the  Indians,  will  be  interesting  to  the 
readers  of  the  present  d:iy,  who,  I  think,  will  consider  the  number  and  minuteness  of 
its  details  as  m-cessary  to  a  full  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  the 
several  panics  en^iig-d,  rutht.T  than  of  the  effusion  of  the  proverbial  garrulity  of  an 
old  soldier. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1S14,  Ger.t-ral  lirown  found  himself  in  Buffalo  at  the  head  of  a 
force  which,  in  liis  judtriiicnt,  would  autliori/.e  the  inva.sion  of  Canada,  for  which  the 
public  sentiment  appeared  to  bo  impatitnt.  The  army  consisted  of  two  brigades  of  in- 
fantry, under  Genera!.^  Scott  and  Ripley,  to  each  of  which  was  attached  a  most  respect- 
able and  efflrient  tr.iin  oi  fuld  artilLry,  the  whole  iu  the  highest  state  of  discipline  and 
equipment.  To  these  wore  added,  ur.di'r  my  immediate  commaud,  a  regiment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  between  4'>J  and  5w  strong,  a  corps  of  600  New  York  Volunteers 
(100  of  them  mounted),  then  at  li.uavia,  but  who  joined  iu  Canada  immediately  after 
the  battle  of  Chi[>i)awa.  and  between  ZoO  and  O'jO  Indian  warriors,  including  nearly  the 
■whole  military  forcj  of  the  ^ji.x  Nations. 

General  Brown  proposed  to  open  the  campaign  by  the  capture  of  Fort  Erie,  and  thence 
proceeding  rapidly  down  the  went  side  of  the  Niagara  River,  reduce  in  succession  the 
British  posts  of  Chippawa,  tiueeu.-,t'ju  Heigijts,  and  Forts  Missassauga  and  Niagara, 
having  made  arraagenieiit>i  with  Commodore  Chauncey  for  the  co-operation  of  his 
S'luadrua  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  a<  hiuveiuout  of  the  two  last  objects. 

Fort  Eri.'.  ^ituat.  d  at  the  fout  of  Lake  Erie,  was  garris^oned  by  170  men  and  com- 
manded by  .Major  Burke  of  ihi-  British  army.  Chippawa,  16  miks  below,  and  then  the 
headquarters  of  th.;  British  forces,  was  commanded  by  General  Riall,  who  had  there  and 
at  available  di.^tap.ees  iu  his  rear  an  army  of  about  the  same  numerical  forces  as  that 
of  GT.iral  r.rowii  i'..A  of  n- arly  the  yi:n.>  eouipo-^itiur.,  save  that  his  Indian  allies 
cumbered  about  f.\o  hu::drivl  le.-sl. 

In  ord-  r  to  t.-rm  any  correet  Ju.l«:i:ent  of  the  battle  of  Chippawa  (of  which  it  is  my 
priaeipal  obj.  et  to  s;»uki.  .nt.d  i.f  the  iiierit.s  ai.d  ch.iract.-r  of  its  various  incidents,  a 
correct  kuo\>l.  Ue  <A  U.     UHal.'ua  aud  pt.bUiuii   is  imlispensably  necessary.    The  Chip- 
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cans,  who  Imtl  been  thrown  into  rejieatod  fits  of  despondency  by 
the  failnre  of  tlie  military  operations  of  the  preeedinj:;  year.     In 

pawa  or  Welland,  the  north  or  left  bank  of  which  near  its  mouth  was  occupied  by  the 
British  troops  and  th^ir  defences,  is  a  respectable  stream  some  150  yards  wide  and  12 
to  20  feet  deep,  comin?  from  the  west  and  entering  the  Niagara  on  a  riglit  angle  with 
Us  course.  Street's  Creek,  where  the-  American  army  took  its  position,  is  a  small 
stream  running:  parallel  with  the  Chippawa  and  discharging  into  the  Niagara  two  miles 
away  or  south  of  it.  The  Chippawa  is  bordered  on  the  south  by  a  flat,  open  plain  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  breadth  and  extending  for  an  indefinite  distance  up  stream. 
In  the  rear  of  this  plain  Is,  or  there  was.  a  dense  forest  of  heavy  timber  of  primi- 
tive growth,  and  the  ground  so  wet  and  so  much  obstructed  by  fallen  timber  as  to 
render  the  passage  of  it  by  carriages  or  horses  impracticable.  The  west  bank  of 
the  Niagara  for  several  miles  above  is  nearly  the  same  with  the  south  bank  of  the 
Chippawa  just  described,  with  this  single  difference,  that  about  midway  between  the 
Chippawa  and  Street's  Creek,  there  is,  or  there  was,  a  strip  of  woodland  which  had 
never  been  cleared,  some  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  extending  from  the  forest  to 
within  some  10  or  13  rods  of  the  Niagara,  and  leaving  between  it  and  the  bank  of  the 
river  an  open  avenue,  through  which  passed  the  great  public  highway,  thus  forming 
a  masque  between  Chippawa  and  Street's  Creek,  by  which  the  occupants  of  one  plain 
were  excluded  from  all  knowledge  or  observation  of  what  was  passing  on  the  other. 

On  the  2d  July,  General  Brown,  General  Scott  and  myself,  who  was  doubtless  invited 
In  preference  to  General  Ripley  on  account  of  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
made  a  reconnaissance  of  Fort  Erie  and  the  upper  parts  of  the  Niagara  and  concerted 
a  plan  for  the  attack  of  Fort  Erie  on  the  same  night,  or  rather  the  next  morning.  By 
this  plan  General  Ripley,  with  most  of  his  brigade,  were  to  embark  in  boats  in  the 
course  of  the  night  and  proceed  up  the  lake,  so  as  to  make  a  landing  on  the  British 
shore  some  mile  and  a  half  above  Fort  Erie  at  daylight  on  the  third.  General  Scott 
with  his  brigade  was  to  cross  the  Niagara  through  a  difficult  pass  in  the  Black  Rock 
rrpids  and  make  a  simultaneous  landing  at  the  same  distance  below  the  fort,  when 
the  two  brigades  would  advance  on  the  fort  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  garrison  until  the  artillery,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  could  be  brought  over  from 
"Buffalo  to  reduce  it. 

General  Ripley  departed  according  to  order,  but  in  consequence  of  a  dense  fog  the 
pilots  kst  their  course  and  delayed  his  landing  for  some  hours  after  the  appointed  time. 
■General  Scott,  however,  with  his  accustomed  energy  and  promptitude,  and  aided  rather 
than  impeded  by  the  fog.  made  good  his  landing  at  the  hour  and  place  indicated,  and 
was  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of  Indians  and  other  volunteers  who  immediatels 
followed  him,  so  to  arrange  his  force  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrison. 

The  rising  sun  discovered  the  British  commandant  with  his  officers  viewing  with 
their  glasses  the  surrounding  scene,  a  part  of  which  was  the  continued  and  rapid  transit 
of  boats  across  the  Black  Rock  ferry,  freighted  with  artillery,  horses,  and  Indian 
■warriors,  destined  fur  their  destruction.  Whether  influenced  by  the  appearance  of  the 
artillery  or  of  the  Indians,  who  are  held  in  greater  terror  by  European  than  American 
soldi- rs.  the  commanding  otTicer  soon  after  midday,  and  rather  too  soon  perhaps  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  military  etiquette,  surrend^  red  the  post  and  garrison  to  the  de- 
mand cf  General  ScoCt  at  the  end  of  a  short  parley. 

On  the  uamo  evening  General  St  ott  with  his  brigade  and  Towson's  artillery  proceeded 
down  the  Nia-ara,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  having  on  his  march  driven  in  some 
advanced  pi,k.t<  of  the  enemy,  established  his  eamp  in  the  open  lielJ  on  the  south  side 
of  Strvi-t's  I'rn.k,  two  miles  above  Ci'.ippawa.  Ou  the  evening  of  the  .<anie  day  (.the  4th) 
he  was  joiiud  by  G^n  ral  Brown  and  Ripley's  brigade,  who  encamped  a  short  distance 
to  the  south  tf  him.  In  the  course  of  the  uight  of  the  4th,  I  cross.-d  the  f.-rry  at  Black 
Rock   v.'.ih  tire  Vennsylvauia  Volunt«-ero  and  Indians,   and  at  suuriso  marched   for  the 
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the  Battle  of  Luiuly's  Lane,  or  liiidj^'ewater,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  the  Americans  lost  858  men  killed  and  wonnded,  out  of 

camp,  where  I  arrived  at  12  o'clock.  On  our  way  down  wc  were  met  by  General  Brown 
about  three  miles  above  tho  camp,  who,  on  his  return  with  us,  gave  me  to  understand 
that  the  position  of  the  army  (although  doubtless  the  best  that  could  have  been  selected 
in  that  neighborhood),  proved  to  be  a  very  troublesome  and  inconvenient  one  from  its 
restricted  limits,  there  boini;  but  about  three-tourihs  of  a  mile  between  the  river  and  an 
almost  impenetrable  forest,  which  was  swarming  with  Indians  and  militia,  accustomed 
to  its  haunts,  from  the  British  cam]',  and  who  were  constantly  firing  upon  and  driving 
in  his  pickets;  that  be  had  that  moiiiing  been  undrr  the  necessity  of  making  an  ex- 
ample of  one  of  his  officers  for  sufreriir<  his  guard  to  h  ■  driven  in.  and  thereby  exposing 
the  whole  camp  to  the  direct  tire  of  these  troublesome  visitants:  that  it  was  absolutely 
neccssary  for  the  quiet  and  saf<.ty  of  his  camp  that  these  intruders  shold  be  dispos- 
sessed, and  as  his  troops  of  the  line  were  ill  qualified  for  this  kind  of  service,  he  pro- 
posed that  I  should  scour  the  woods  with  my  Indian  force,  sustained  by  the  volunteers, 
and  drive  the  enemy  across  tlie  Chippawa,  handling  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent 
their  reappearance.  He  assured  iv.c,  too,  most  emphatically,  that  there  was  not  then 
and  had  not  bet-n  since  their  arrival  a  single  regular  British  soldier  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Chippawa  (an  account  which  was  probably  at  that  moment  substantially  true). 
but  that,  to  guard  against  contingencies,  he  would  direct  General  Scott  to  cross  Street's 
Creek  with  his  brigade  and  be  ready  in  the  large  plain  (which  soon  after  became  the 
battlefield),  to  sustain  me. 

The  proposition  was  of  course  accedi  d  to  by  nn  ,  and  when  afterwards  communicated 
to  the  Indians  and   volunteers  rd^'^ived  by  them  with  enthusiasm. 

By  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  troops  having  been  refreshed  from  the  fatigues  of 
the  preceding  night  and  morning,  the  warriors,  many  for  the  first  time  arrayed  in  the 
habiliments  of  battle  costume,  and  the  plan  of  march  and  attack  settled,  I  formed  the 
whole  corps  (with  the  exception  of  Cn'i,  or  one-ht.lf  of  the  volunteers,  who  were  left  in 
the  camp  to  be  employed  as  oii  asion  might  require),  into  single  line  or  Indian  file  half 
a  mile  in  the  rear  of  our  camj).  with  the  Indians  towards  the  woods,  and  then  march- 
ing into  the  woods  in  a  line  at  ritjh*  angles  with  the  river,  until  the  whole  Indian  force 
was  immHrs''d  in  the  lurcsi  and  leaving  the  volunteers  in  the  tield,  I  had  only  to  halt 
by  simply  fac  ing  to  the  right,  form  my  line  of  battle  looking  towards  Chippawa,  and 
presenting  a  front  of  thn-e-fourtlis  of  a  mile  in  h'ngth  and  one  man  deep.  Having 
placed  U'.'d  Jai'k'  I,  in  whose  intilligt  iice  I  had  great  coniidence,  on  the  extreme  left. 
I  took  my  station  on  the  margin  of  the  wood,  accompanied  by  Captain  Pollard,  a  Seneca 
chief,  whom  I  considered  as  prob.-ihly  bettor  entitled  than  any  other  to  the  command. 
Colonel  Fleming,  the  Quartermaster  of  the  Indian  troops.  Lieutenant  (now  Major) 
Dona'd  Frasi  r.  my  aiile,  and  lienry  Johnson,  my  interpreter.  I  was  also  accompanied 
by  Major  (r.ow  A<iju;ant-ri-  n.  rail  lioi:-  r  Jonts  and  .Major  Wood  of  the  Engineers,  after- 
wards kilhil  ut  the  sortie  from  l\irt  I'.rii',  as  volunteers,  and  supported  by  a  company 
of  regular  infantry  maretiing  in  coUiujn  iu  our  rear  as  a  reserve.  The  Indians  were 
commanded  by  their  war  chief.'',  to  whom  1  had  in  a  great  m<  asure  committed  the  conduct 
of  the  battle  and  the  march,  and  were  placed  in  front  of  their  respective  nations  or 
trib'-s  and  s^jine  :;0  yards  In  advance  of  the  Ijiie  of  warriors.  Having  previously  sent 
out  several  sedufs,  we  conimerned  our  march  by  signal,  and  at  first  proceeded  with 
exireiuo  stillness  and  caution.  Tho  tnbe.i  have  signals  by  which,  on  the  discovery  of 
any  circumstance  requiring  rousultatlon  or  change  of  route  or  action,  they  convey  notice 
through  the  wh-de  line  with  ii!(  reiliiil--  rapidity,  and  the  warriors  instantly  drop  on 
their  faces  and  r.  .v:,.in  fiuiet  «,it!l  :-.••.%  ..pj,  rs  are  ^;iven.  Two  instances  of  this  man- 
ot'uvre  on  ur'(-<:  on  our  march,  th-  lir.^t  uuim;  crtant,  r.ut  the  last  disclc-lng  to  us  through 
the  scouts  tUi»  exact  position  of  the'  cu.iny,  whieh  was  found  to  be  in  a  range  of  thick 
bushes   along    th-    ii..ugiM    of   Sirieis    Pre.  k.     Af'.^r   new    orders-cliaiicine    a    little    the 
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2,G00;  and  the  British  SSO  men  ont  of  4,000.  The  seige  of  Fort 
Erie,  the  repulse  of  Colonel  Drummond,  who  attempted  to  carry 

•direction  of  our  routP  so  as  to  mprt  thft  enemy  at  better  advantage — to  increase  our 
speed  as  mucli  as  was  consistent  \^"ith  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  line,  to  receive 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  not  return  it  until  it  could  be  done  with  certain  effect,  regard- 
less; of  the  fire  of  others:  then  to  rush  upon  them  with  wnr  whoop  and  to  pursue,  capture. 
and  slaughter  as  many  of  them  as  practicable  until  our  arrival  in  the  open  field  in  front 
of  Chlppawa,  when  we  should  retire  to  camp. 

We  accordingly  resumed  our  marv?h,  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  then  rushed 
forward  with  savage  yolls,  pursued  them  for  more  than  a  mile  through  scenes  of  indes- 
cribable horror,  few  only  of  the  fugitives  surrendering  themselves  as  prisoners,  while 
others,  believing  that  no  quarter  was  to  be  given,  suffered  themselves  to  be  overtaken 
and  cut  down  with  the  tomahawk,  or  turned  upon  their  pursuers  and  fought  to  the 
last.  On  the  arrival  of  our  advance  in  the  field  before  Chippawa  we  were  surprised  by 
a  tremendous  discharge  of  musketry,  and  the  Indian  portion  of  our  line,  which  was 
most  in  advance,  was  thrown  back  upon  the  volunteors  and  reserve,  who  for  want  of 
equal  speed  were  some  distance  in  the  rear.  Thinking  that  this  fire  might  have  come 
from  the  enemy  we  had  been  pursuing,  who  on  reaching  the  plain  had  rallied  and 
turned  back,  I  made  an  effort,  and  not  without  success,  to  re-form  my  line  with  the 
volunteers,  re.^^erve,  and  a  portion  of  the  Indians,  and.  again  advancing  with  caution  to 
the  margin  of  the  wood,  wo  found  ourselves  within  a  few  yards  of  the  British  army 
formed  in  line  of  battle  and  presenting  within  the  same  space  at  least  three  men  fresh 
■from  their  barracks  to  one  in  our  attenuated  and  exhausted  line.  After  receiving  and 
returning  two  or  three  fires,  the  enemy  advanced  impetuously  upon  us,  when,  hearing 
tjo-hing  from  Ceneral  Scott,  I  have  the  order  to  retreat,  "  Sauve  qui  pent,"  and  to  rally 
in  rear  and  to  the  left  of  General  Scott's  brigade  wherever  it  could  be  round. 

It  seems  that  General  Riall  had  resolved  to  make  on  that  day  a  general  attack  upon 
the  Americans,  and  in  execution  of  his  purpose  had  marched  his  whole  force  across  the 
Chippawa  shortly  before  I  entered  the  woods,  and  having  sent  forward  his  Indians, 
militia,  and  other  light  troops  (which  was  th.e  force  first  met  by  my  corps),  to  com- 
mence the  attack  from  the  woods  on  our  loft  flank,  he  formed  his  Dattalions  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Chippawa  under  cover  of  the  strip  of  woods  which  separated  the 
armies,  with  his  artillery  on  the  left  near  the  gorge  or  public  road  on  the  bank  of  the 
Niagara  ready  to  act  the  moment  the  effect  of  the  fln:ik  attack  .-hould  be  developed. 

The  repulse  from  my  command  was  thus  from  the  main  body  of  the  British  army 
while  General  Scott  was  yet  on  the  south  side  of  Street's  Creek,  wiih  an  interval  of 
nearly  a  mile  between  us.  My  error  (if  it  should  not  bo  rather  called  a  misfortune), 
was  remaining  too  long  under  an  unequal  fire,  or  possibly  in  attempting  to  rally  at  all, 
for  I  lost  by  it  besides  other  valuable  men  the  three  principal  olTicers  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  If  the  Indians  are  more  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  cowardice  than 
the  volunteers,  by  reason  of  leading  them  in  the  flight,  they  owed  it  only  to  their 
greater  speed  and  bottom  in  the  race,  for  the  volunteers  retreated  with  all  the  speed 
they  could  mu.^tt-r  unrestrained  by  any  other  consideration  than  a  passing  regard  to 
the  safety  of  his  immediate  companions  in  the  flight.  As  to  myself,  I  found  I  could  not 
gain  but  little  on  tto  British  battalions,  who  were  in  pur.suit,  and  arrived  at  Street's 
Creek  the  moment  that  Major  (now  Colonel)  Jesup,  whose  battalion  constituted  the 
left  and  last  formed  portion  of  General  Scott's  line,  had  reached  his  position,  having 
thriiwn  down  the  fence  to  enable  his  troops  to  pass  from  the  road  on  the  creek  into  the 
tleld.  and  h"  had  sc.ircely  assuuu-d  liis  post,  which  he  did  with  great  activity  and  ad- 
dress. bef(jre  tho  general  conllict  between  the  two  parties  commenced. 

General  Scott's  brigade  received  the  enemy  with  the  mo.'^t  P'-rfect  coolness,  and  with 
a  simultaneous  discharge  of  musketry,  which  threw  them  into  confusion  and  soon 
caused  a  retreat  towards  the  rear  oi"  the  field,  where  tli.  y  rallied  and  again  advanced. 
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the  works  by  nssanlt.  niid  tlir  dashing  sortio  wliich  the  Anioru-ans 
made  Seprnnbcr  ITtli.  iindrr  ( W-iicrals  Portrr  and  ^Miller,  br()U;2:ht 

but  were  afr»in  met  by  General  Scott  in  the  same  bold  and  decisive  manner,  whereupon 
they  retreated  with  as  much  expedition  as  had  characterized  their  pursuit  of  the  volun- 
teers, until  they  had  crossed  the  Chippawa  and  destroyed  the  bridcce. 

(lenernl  Scot*  followed  them  around  the  point  of  woods,  beyond  which  a  further  pur- 
suit would  have  been  in  the  face  of  their  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek, 
without  the  possibility  of  reaching  them,  by  reason  of  the  intervention  of  the  river, 
where  he  deployed  to  the  left  on  the  ground  first  occupied  by  the  British,  and  placed 
his  men  on  the  ground  with  their  heads  to  the  batteries  to  escape  the  effects  of  their 
shot. 

After  the  first  fire  of  General  Scott's  brigade,  I  discovered  a  splendid  horse,  hand- 
somely caparisoned  hut  without  a  rider,  snorting  and  prancing  between  the  lines,  and 
endeavoring  to  esivipe  to  the  rear  of  the  Americans.  He  was  immediately  secured  by 
my  servant,  and  in  a  few  moments  T  found  myself  for  the  fir.^t  time  in  tlie  day  most 
comfortably  mnuiittd,  when,  riding  to  Oem-ral  Rrown.  T  received  an  order  to  proeeed 
Immedinttly  with  the  200  volunteers  T  had  left  in  camp  to  the  support  of  General  Scott, 
which  I  promptly  obeyed,  and.  pa.^siug  in  column  round  the  point  of  woods  soon  after 
him  and  receiving  the  fire  of  the  British  batteries,  took  post  on  his  left  in  the  same 
rccumbfnt  position.  There  we  reraainc^d  half-an-hour  waiting  the  arrival  of  General 
Ripley,  whose  brigade  had  tal<f'n  a  circuitous  route  to  meet  the  enemy's  right  and  who 
enjoyed  the  lu.xury  of  a  march  through  the  swamp,  when  we  all  retired  to  camp,  and 
thus  end'  d  the  battle  of  Chippawa. 

This  battle,  had  General  Scott  been  at  hand  to  .'support  the  volunteers  when  they 
first  met  the  British  line,  would  doul)tless  have  presented  quite  a  different  aspect, 
although  I  am  inelined  to  believe  the  result  would  have  been  equally  auspicious  to  the 
American  arms.  Why  he  was  not  there  has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained  to  me, 
although  I  have  never  doubted  that  the  omission  proceeded  from  the  same  conviction 
in  his  mind  which  General  Brown  had  before  expressed,  "  That  there  was  not  a  regular 
soldier  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chinpawa."  and  that  my  force  was  amply  sufficient  to 
dispose  of  the  Briti.'^h  Indians  and  militia.  The  mutual  i.^n-iranre  of  the  two  armies 
of  each  other's  plans  and  movements  led  to  niistakes  as  disadvantageous  probably  to 
the  enemy  as  to  ourselves.  The  rapid  and  fatigtiing  pursuit  by  the  enemy  of  our  volun- 
teers and  Indian.^  with  frequent  firings,  and  e'lat.  d  with  the  ide:i  tiiat  victory  w^a-T  already 
achieved,  ne:  i  .-i-ai-ily  created  some  confusion  in  their  ranks,  which  was  so  much  in- 
creased by  tile  suddt-n  and  une.xpeetiil  reception  they  ni'.  t  with  from  General  Scott 
that  tbey  could  never  recover,  hastened  tlie  termination  of  the'  battle,  and  probably 
rendered  it  less  sanguinary  than  if  the  p;irties  had  met  more  deliberately  and  with  a 
better  understanding  of  each  other's  virws. 

The  intiiiiaticm  in  a  part  of  your  manuscript  that  most  or  tlie  whole  of  the  Indians, 
on  their  repu!s>'  at  Cliippawa.  lli-d  ininn  diately  to  I'ufl'alo  and  wi  r<>  never  again  seen 
in  the  Anuri.an  canip.  is  totally  destitute  of  foundation.  Tliat  some  few  of  them,  from 
Bhcer  cowardice  ami  frii;lit,  tied  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle  to  Buffalo  without 
stopping,  I  have  no  doubt.  It  is  also  true  that  a  i-oiisiilerable  number  more  were  sup- 
posed by  our  sohln  is.  for  want  of  knowledge  of  an  imporfiint  fait,  to  have  r'treatcd  in 
the  early  part  of  tle^  action.  Wln>n  the  Indians  take  a  prisoniT  the  captors,  witli  in- 
credible dexterity  and  speed,  immediat.dy  lash  his  hands  beliiud  him  with  his  own  belt, 
bear  him  off  to  the  n'ar.  leading  liini  like  a  horse  by  the  halt<r  and  compelling  him  to 
move  at  a  trot.  Th"  frequent  aipemance  of  these  parties,  witli  at  least  one  and  some- 
times two  or  tiii.e  guards  to  ..el!  pii  ;i.n>  r,  pas-ing  rapidly  through  the  fields  to  the 
rear,  led  deuljTl.^-s  to  a  h.li.r  witli  many  that  th.y  were  all  fugitives.  But  that  any 
cousid.  rai)l'.'  nuinte  r  ;!•  U  uetil  tie  y  liad  nut  a  forei-  so  mucii  suii.-rior  as  to  rend«r  it 
a  duty  to  relri  at,   I  do  not  b'  liive.     It  is  c  ,rtaiii  tiiat  a  large  portion  of  them  remaiiu  d 
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renewed  en<oiir;i<j:enient  to  the  Anieriean  troops,  and  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  f 

with  the  army  until  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  wht-n  most  of  them  with- 
drew, for  FPa.'ions  which,  as  will  appear  In  what  I  have  further  to  say  of  them,  afforded 
them  at  L-ast  a  fair  apnloRV.  Early  in  the  morning  after  the  battle  some  20  chiefs 
appeared  at  my  tent,  each  accompanied  by  a  young  warrior  bearing  the  scalps,  strung 
on  a  stick  curved  in  the  shape  of  a  hoop,  which  had  been  taken  on  the  preceding  day. 
having  been  inforiued  from  some  source  and  believing  that  a  bounty  would  be  paid 
for  every  scalp  taken  from  an  enemy  in  battle.  I  apprised  them  of  the  error  into  which 
they  had  fallen,  refused  to  examine  or  count  these  unseemly  trophies,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  buried  or  thrown  into  the  river,  which  was  immediately  done.  For  the 
prisoners  they  brought  in.  (amounting  to  some  15  or  IS,  and  among  them  were  two 
principal  chiefs,  the  sods  of  Dr.  Carr  and  descendants  of  Sir  W'ra.  Johnson  by  his  squaw- 
wife),  they  were  allowed  a  small  premium.  They  then  e.\pressed  a  wish  to  visit  the 
battle  ground  to  carry  off  the  bodies  of  their  friends  who  had  fallen,  which  in  the 
hurry  of  their  retreat  they  had  not  been  able  to  do  the  preceding  day.  This  was 
readily  granted,  with  an  understandinir  that  Colonel  Fleming  should  accompany  th-m. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  they  returned  and  reported  that  they  had  found  and 
brought  in  the  bodies  of,  I  think,  fifteen  of  their  warriors,  which  they  buried  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  -with  the  honors  of  war.  They  reported  also  that  among  the 
numerous  bodies  of  their  fallen  enemies  they  had  discovered  three  still  living,  although 
mortally  wounded,  and  that  they  had  immediately  despatched  two  of  them  by  cutting 
their  throats,  but  recognizing  in  the  third,  who  was  burning  with  fever  and  suffocating 
with  thirst  caused  by  his  wounds,  a  former  resident  of  one  of  their  own  villages,  John- 
son had  gone  to  a  creek,  filled  his  own  canteen  with  water,  and  after  giving  it  to  hia 
countryman  left  him  to  die  alone.  On  my  reprobating  the  act  of  taking  the  life  of  an 
unresisting  man  as  cowardly  and  unworthy  of  a  warrior,  the  only  reply  made  by 
Johnson,  and  uttertd  in  a  manner  that  denied  the  consciousness  of  having  done  an 
Ignoble  act.  was:  "  We  know,  sir.  that  it  seemed  very  hard  to  put  these  men  to  death, 
but  we  hope  th;it  you  will  consider  that  these  are  very  bad  times." 

On  the  march  of  the  army  from  Chippawa  to  Queenston,  the  Iniiian.s,  whose  roving 
habits  it  was  impossible  to  restrain,  besides  committing  some  deprt  datioiis  on  t!ie  neigh- 
boring farmers,  discovered  a  depot  of  some  50  barrels  of  spirits,  brandy,  and  wine,  which 
belonged  to  the  liriti^h  army,  and  was  concealed  by  them  in  the  woods  on  their  rapid 
retreat.  These  tpi-il-s  were  all  taken  from  the  Indians  by  the  Quyrt.vmaster  of  the  army 
without  compensation,  and  caused  some  dissatisfaction  among  them,  not  p..rhap3  witl.out 
cause  so  far  as  regarded  the  public  stores. 

About  this  time  a  proposition  was  made  by  Red  Jacket,  and  approved  by  General 
Brown,  to  send  two  young  chiefs,  who  were  men  of  prudence  and  address,  as  spies  to 
the  British  Indians,  then  near  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  where  they  had  retreated  after 
the  battle  of  Chippawa.  and  endeavor  to  effect  a  mutual  and  total  withdrawal  of  all  the 
Indiatis  from  both  armies.  These  chiefs  after  an  absence  of  thrtc  days  returned  and 
reported  that  the  proposition  was  favorably  received  by  the  very  few  of  the  enemy  to 
whom  they  dared  to  make  ttudr  message  or  themselves  known,  and  that  measures 
would  be  takr-n  by  the  British  Indians  to  effect  its  object.  And  this  embassy,  of  which. 
Red  Jacket  was  dispos;  d  to  make  the  most,  resulted  in  the  retirement  a  short  time 
before  the  batth^  of  Bridgew-;U<r  of  nearly  the  whole  of  our  Indian  force,  under  a  prwrn- 
tee,  how.  v.r,  th.it  in  tlie  .-vnt  of  the  I'.ritish  Indians  appearing  again  In  the  tUld  they 
would  iniiiKiliat' ly  r- turn  and  join  th.'  army. 

The  British  Indians  did  not.  however,  appear  again  or  give  any  fiirLh<  r  annoyance 
during  the  campaign,  and  y<t  some  fifty  warriors,  among  the  most  distinguished  of 
Whom  was  the  brave  Johnson,  baitfd  by  the  pleasure  of  a  military  life  of  which  ttipy 
had  now  ta^tnl,  reiurie  <1  soon  afr.r  to  tlie  army  and  w»re  vt  ry  u.-?t  ful  au.Klllaries  during 
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In  the  meantime,  active  operations  had  taken  place  along  tin,' 
northern  and  northeastern  border  of  New  York.  In  the  summer 
of  1813,  General  ^Mlkinson  relieved  General  Dearborn  in  com- 
mand of  the  northern  army.  March,  1814,  General  Wilkinson 
-concentrated  his  forces  at  Champlain,  on  the  Xew  York  frontier, 
to  threaten  the  British  outposts.  After  the  failure  of  the  assault 
■on  La  Cole  ]Mill,  on  the  St.  John.  Wilkinson  was  recalled,  and  Gen- 
eral Macomb  was  placed  in  command  of  the  army.  In  May  the 
Britisu  flotilla  was  prepared  to  sail  for  Plattsburg.  General  Ma- 
comb penetrating  the  design,  ordered  Captain  Thornton's  light 
battery  to  man  the  works  on  Otter  Creek  to  protect  the  naval  de- 
pot, the  vessels  and  stores.     The   British    forces    were   roughly 

the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  having  been  confined  with  the  army  in  Fort  Erie  during 
its  investment  and  performed  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  sortie  cf  the  17th  September, 
-and  were  among  the  first  in  the  enemy's  trem  hcs. 

(From  Mss.  of  Hon.  P.  A.  Porter.  Reproduced  from  the  Documentary  History  of  the 
Campaign  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  by  the  Lundy  Lane  Historical  Society.) 

I  GEN.    BROWN    TO    GOV.    TOMPKINS, 

On  the  conduct  of  the  militia  on  the  sortieof  i^cpt.J7th  from  Fort  Erie. 

"  Headquarters,   Fort  Erie,   Sept.   20,   1814. 

"  My  dear  Sir. — Your  Excellency  is  no  doubt  aware  how  much  the  army  under  my 
command  has  suffered  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  of  which  the  first  and 
second  were  not  more  than  500  yards  di.^tant.  Socn  after  my  arrival,  I  ascertained  they 
were  day  and  night  employed  in  erecting  a  third,  to  the  right  of  the  others,  which 
would  rake  obliquely  our  whole  encampment.  About  the  12th  this  new  work  was  nearly 
completed,  and  in  it  were  mounted  some  long  21-pounder.'3.  Being  very  impatient  under 
the  fire  of  the  old,  and  knowing  that  our  difflculties  would  Increase  from  the  opening  of 
the  new,  battery,  I  dtntrniiivHl  to  hazard  a  ■■■..rrio  with  a  view  of  carrying  them  and 
destroying  the  cannon.  On  the  17th  ln.«t.  an  order  was  given  to  this  effect  and  executed 
in  tlie  most  gallant  style. 

The  batteries  were  carried,  the  principal  work  blown  up,  and  the  cannon  effectually 
destroyed.  It  was  a  desperate  conflict.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  less  than  SOO 
men.  Our  own  Is  severe,  in  officers  particularly.  Tlie  militia  of  New  York  have  re- 
deemed their  character— they  behaved  gallantly.  Gen.  Davis  was  killed,  and  General 
Porter  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand. 

Of  the  militia  that  were  called  out  by  the  last  requi.'^ition  fifteen  hundred  men  have 
crossed.  This  reinforcement  has  been  of  iiiin-.i-r.se  ininortuiire  to  us,  it  doubled  our 
effective  .strength,  and  their  good  conduct  cannot  but  have  the  happiest  effect  upon  the 
nation.  The  brave  men  deserve  well  of  their  country;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
legislature  about  to  convene  will  notice  them  as  becomes  the  representatives  of  a  gen- 
erous people." 
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luuidled,  and  ^vere  only  too  willing  to  return  to  the  Isle  Aux  Noix. 
England  had  despatched  to  this  country  from  4,000  to  G,000  troops 
from  Wellington's  triumphant  army,  and  the  British  forces  in 
lower  Canada  aggregated  12,000  veteran  troops.  The  British  had 
planned  a  repetition  of  the  invasion  of  Xew  York,  that  had  been 
inspired  by  Sir  John  Burgoyne,  thirty-eight  years  before.  General 
Macomb's  force  at  Plattsburg  amounted  to  only  2,500  men,  many 
of  whom  were  convalescents  and  new  recruits.  In  the  entire  com- 
mand there  was  but  one  organized  battalion.  The  morning  re- 
turns show  only  1,500  men  were  lit  for  duty.  Calling  in  General 
Mooers,  division  commander  of  the  New  York  Militia,  a  plan  was 
devised  by  which  the  regulars  and  the  militia  were  to  co-operate 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  both  general  oflicers  manifested  com- 
mendable enterprise,  activity,  and  energy  in  sending  dispatches 
over  the  surrounding  counlry  to  summon  re-enforcements  to  their 
aid.  The  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  displayed  by  the  oflicers 
diffused  itself  through  ilic  rank  and  file.  The  command  was  di- 
vided into  (letacluiicnts  and  ordered  to  the  dilTerent  forts. 
In  Gen(U'al  Orders.  (General  ^laconib  announced  that  each  party 
must  defend  its  works  to  the  last  exireiuiry.  Sir  George  Prevost 
had  boasted  that  he  expected  io  penetrate  as  far  as  Crown  Point 
and  Ticeiideroga  before  winter  set  in.  But  he  was  solicitious 
about  the  British  tlotilla  which  he  expected  to  protect  his  left 
flank,  \^'ith<)ut  the  control  of  Lake  Chaniphiin,  he  realized  that 
his  position  would  be  extremely  precarious. 

September  :{d,  the  British  army  entered  Champlain.  The  fol- 
l(»wiiig  day  the  advance  ujion  Plattslturg  was  made.  General 
Maconil)  liad  blocked  the  road  with  fallen  trees,  as  General  Schuy- 
ler had  done  at  Saratoga  for  Burgovne.     As  Prevost  advanced 
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he  found  the  bri(l;^('S  were  destroyed  aiul  the  passes  choked  by 
chevaux  de  frise.  September  olh,  Prevost  halted  at  Little  Chazj. 
General  ^laconib  Avas  iir<;ed  to  abandon  Platl?'burg,  His  force 
now  numbered  between  8,00(1  and  10,000,  militia  and  volunteers, 
but  previous  experience  had  taught  him  that  the  militia  were  not 
to  be  altogether  relied  upon  in  a  tight  i)la(e  or  under  a  heavv  tire. 
September  Gth.  the  head  of  the  llritish  column,  under  Crcnerals 
Power  and  Robinson,  encountered  a  small  force  of  Americans. 
The  militia,  mistaking  the  red  coats  of  the  New  York  Cavalry 
that  Were  stationed  as  lookouts  on  the  hills,  for  P>ritish  soldiers, 
"were  seized  Avith  their  custonuuy  panic,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  otri(M'rs,  precipitat'dy  left  the  field.  The  British 
column  continued  to  advance,  and  encountering  but  feeble  oitposi- 
tion,  entered  the  village  of  Pl:ittsbui-g.  The  Americans  had  re- 
tired into  their  breiistworks  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Saranac, 
and  opened  iii'e  with  theii'  ht-avv  artillery  upon  the  English  troops. 
The  fire  was  too  hot  for  human  nature  to  erulure;  the  P>ritish  army 
fell  back  and  encauii>i-d  about  two  miles  from  the  Americans' 
forts,  leaving  in  their  fr(uit  a  few  troops  to  [U'otect  the  fords  and 
bridges. 

The  British  general  passed  s<'veral  days  in  erecting  batteries 
and  bringing  up  heavy  artillery.  Tonsiant  skirmishing  was  going 
on  between  the  advanced  lines  of  the  two  armies,  i)unctuated 
now  and  then  by  a  lieavy  and  etTe<nve  cannonading  from  the 
American  Avorks.  Sir  (ie.uge  Prevost  Avas  playing  a  waiting 
game.  He  was  reluctant  to  begin  active  operations  in  the  field 
until  his  supporting  Ib-ef  materiali/ed.  Septeinbc-r  10th.  unusmil 
activity  in  rlie  Pritisli  camj)  in<li<ated  to  the  American  general 
that  the  fol!t)\\ing  day  w(»uld  bring  p(u-temous  events.     He  pre- 
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pared  for  the  attack  which  he  now  regarded  as  inevitable.  He 
divined  that  the  British  fleet  had  arrived,  an  intuition  that  soon 
was  to  be  verilied.  At  daybreak,  the  British  fleet  was  seen 
swinging  around  Cumberland  Head.  As  soon  as  the  British 
troops  had  finished  their  early  breakfast,  they  opened  fire  on  the 
American  works  with  their  heavy  guns.  Under  cover  of  this 
cannonade  the  British  troops  advanced  to  force  a  passage  across 
the  stream  in  three  columns  to  assault  the  American  works.  The 
troops  carried  scaling  ladders.  The  assault  was  well  met  by  the 
Americans.  The  attacking  columns  that  approached  the  Ameri- 
can works  by  the  bridge  in  the  village  and  the  principal  bridge, 
were  hurled  back  by  the  regulars  in  great  confusion.  The  third 
column,  which  was  to  cross  at  the  ford  three  miles  above  the  fort, 
was  led  asiray  in  the  woods  by  a  false  road  which  General  Ma- 
comb's engineering  strategy  had  conceived.  The  ardor  of  the 
British  troops  was  destroyed  by  the  withering  fire  which  came 
from  the  American  guns.  They  beat  a  retreat,  their  flight  ac- 
celerated by  the  discovery  that  the  American  Commodore,  Mc- 
Donough,  had  met  and  destroyed  the  British  fleet  on  which  so 
many  of  Prevost's  hopes  for  success  had  bi-en  stored.  Before  the 
dawn  of  another  day  Sir  George  Prevost's  army  was  in  full  flight 
for  Canada.  lie  left  behind  his  dead,  his  sick  and  his  wounded, 
vast  quantifier-  of  provisions,  of  ammunitittn,  tents,  intrenching 
tools  and  ordnance  stores.  The  losses  incurred  in  this  contest 
were  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  results  obtained.  New 
York  and  Vel-mont,  through  their  Legislatures,  presented  Gen- 
oral  Macomb  and  Commodore  ]McI>onough  with  resolutions  of 
thanks  and  congratulations.  New  York  i>resented  General 
Macomb  with  a  sword  and  the  city  of  Xew  York,  the  freedom 
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of  tbe  city  in  a  gold  box.  Cougres-s  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks^ 
and  a  gold  medal  emblematiL'  of  the  victory.  The  President  con- 
ferred tlie  title  of  Krevet  Major-Geueral  in  the  regular  army,  to. 
date  from  September  11,  ISU. 

While  these  events  were  happening  in  the  Xorth,  the  middle 
Atlantic  States  v^ere  thrown  in  a  fever  of  excitement  by  the  arri- 
val of  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Cockburn,  who  first  appeared  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  and  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads 
February  4,  1S13.  His  tleet  consisted  of  two  ships  of  the  line, 
three  frigates  and  a  couple  of  small  vessels.  Thence  he  made 
incursions  northward  and  burned  Frederick,  Georgetown,  Havre 
de  Grace,  Frenchtown.  By  these  manifold  outrages  he  threw 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country  into  par- 
oxysms of  terror.  The  Washington  authorities  were  fully  ap- 
prised of  his  operations  but,  with  a  lethargy  and  indifference 
that  were  inexplicable,  made  no  effort  whatever  for  the  defence 
of  the  Capital  and  the  protection  of  the  valuable  archives  in- 
trusted to  their  care. 

ilarch  1st,  Admiral  Citckburn,  with  one  7-4-gun  ship,  two 
frigates,  a  brig,  and  a  s.-hooiur.  caiiie  to  anchor  in  Lynnhavea 
Bay.  The  autlioriii<'s  at  W.ishington  were  promptly  notified. 
Additional  inforniaiidii  arrived  about  that  time,  in  effect,  that 
4,000  English  v«,'ter;ins  lia<l  laiid.d  at  Bermuda.  The  apathy  at 
Washington  cuntiuu'd.  Xo  (uir  sceinrd  to  realize  the  peril 
which  nienar.-d  tlie  ('a[))ijl.  1'lii-  ]>istri(t  of  Columbia  was  in- 
cluded in  til''  Tt'Utli  .Mililaiy  Disnic-r  which  was  commanded  by 
General  W.  11.  Windn'.  !»  was  uitfrly  def(>nceless.  General 
Windt-r  railed  lie-  ati.-onoii  of  li,.'  Secr(Mary  of  War,  General 
John  Arnistrong.  wli<»  was  liiius.li"  a  military  man,  to  the  de{)lor- 
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able  condition  of.  the  Capital,  but  it  was  not  until  July  4tli  that 
the  War  Department  opened  its  eyes  and  for  the  first  time  gave 
manifestations  of  life.  Formal  requisitions  were  then  made  upon 
the  several  neighboring  States  for  artillery  and  infantry,  but  by  a 
remarkable  oversight,  no  mention  was  made  of  cavalry,  which  was 
decidedly  essential  in  stinging  the  rear  and  flanks  of  an  invading 
army.  Orders  were  issued  to  hold  the  militia  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service.  The  President  proposed  a  plan  to  establish 
a  camp  of  2.000  regular  troops  between  the  Patuxent  and  the 
Potomac;  the  troops  to  be  formed  into  an  army  of  observation 
and  mobilized  in  order  to  move  in  any  direction  at  the  first 
opportunity.  The  plan  was  not  adopted.  On  the  24th  day  of 
August  .".100  green  American  troops  who  had  been  gathered 
and  thrown  together,  and  at  the  best  were  nothing  but  an 
organized  mob,  met  the  trained  British  tioops  under  General  Eoss 
and  were  promptly,  thoroughly  and  disastrously  defeated.  The 
English  proceeded  to  Washington  where,  in  violation  of  all  mili- 
tary law  and  military  usage,  they  destroyed  the  capitol,  the 
White  ITouse,  and  other  public  buildings;  the  President  himself 
fleeing  from  the  town  with  hundreds  of  other  fugitives,  to  escape 
capture.  The  day  after  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  the  British 
Army  enconniered  the  American  troops  at  Baltimore  and  were 
repulsed,  their  general.  Boss,  who  had  assisted  in  the  pillage  and 
destruction  of  the  capitol.  being  killed. 

Three  weeks  before  General  Jackson's  signal  defeat  of  the 
British  troops  at  New  Orleans,  was  held  the  TTartford  Conven- 
tion, whi.h  r'onsisted  of  delegates  from  Xew  England  States, 
who  were  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  Federal  Administration 
and  to  the  prosecution  of  tlie  war.  Inasmuch  as  England  had 
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directed  her  colonies  to  oontiime  commercial  transactions  -uitb 
and  to  bestow  special  privileges  upon  the  ^Tew  England  States 
several  months  before,  the  friends  of  President  Madison  declared 
that  the  ulterior  purpose  of  the  Hartford  Convention  was  the 
secession  of  those  States  -which  were  known  to  be  friendly  to 
England,  a  charge  which  was  vehemently  denied  by  the  delegates 
and  their  adherents.  The  final  defeat  of  the  English  by  Jackson 
culminated  the  war,  however,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  put  an  end 
to  the  influences  tliat  inspired  the  Hartford  Conventionu 
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directed  her  eolonie.s  to  continue  commercial  transactions  with 
and  to  bestow  special  privileges  upon  the  >.'ew  England  States 
several  months  Ix-fore,  the  friends  of  President  Madison  declared 
that  the  ulterior  purpose  of  the  Hartford  Convention  was  the 
secession  of  those  States  which  were  known  to  be  friendly  to 
England,  a  charge  which  was  vehemently  denied  by  the  delegates 
and  their  adherents.  The  final  defeat  of  the  English  by  Jackson 
culminated  the  war,  however,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  put  an  end 
to  the  influences  that  inspired  the  Hartford  Convention. 
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TOMPKINS  AS  A  STRONG  WAR  FIGURE. 

DEFEAT     rOR     THE     PRESIDENTIAL     NOMINATION  NOMINATED     AND 

ELECTED     AS      VICE-PRESIDENT CONTROVERSY       WITH       STATE 

COMPTROLLER  m'iNTYRE HIS   LAST   DAYS  AND  HIS  DEATH. 

Before  the  war  Lad  contiiiued  a  year  the  fact  was  demonstrated 
that  Governor  Tompkins  was  the  most  conspicuous,  as  he  cer- 
tainly was  the  strongest  character  which  the  crisis  had  brought 
forth.     In  his  annual  speech  to  the  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  November.  1S12,  he  suggested  that  a  loan  should  be  made 
by  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  National  Government,  in  order 
to  inaugurate  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.     Accordingly,  a 
resolution  carrying  a  loan  of  §oOO,OOU  to  the  National  Government 
was  introduced  in  the  Senate,  where  the  Republicans  dominated, 
and  its  passage  was  secured  through  the  efforts  of  Governor 
Lewis,  Martin  Van  Buren.  and  General  Erastus  Root.     The  Fed- 
eralists in  the  House,  however,  killed  it.     February  -A,  181?..  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins  was  again  re-nominated,  and  in  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion, defeated  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  in  si»ite  of  the 
opposition  of  De  Witt  Clinton  and  his  fri.-nds.  who  openly  repudi- 
ated the  candidates  of  their  party,  and  who  were  controlled  by  re 
sentment.  because  of  the  siis[)i.i..n  that  the  Governor  had  pre- 
vented Clinton's  nomination  to  rlio  Presidency.    The  l-Vderalists. 
however,  continued  to  c(Uitrol  the  lower  IIousc  of  the  Legislature 
and  effectuallv  chec1;ed  every  recommendaiion  and  ]»roj.M-t  whi.h 
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COMPTROLLER  m'iNTYRE HIS   LAST   DAYS   AND  HIS  DEATH. 

Before  the  war  Lad  continued  a  year  the  fact  was  demonstrated 
that  Governor  Tompkins  was  the  most  conspicuous,  as  he  cer- 
tainly was  the  strongest  character  which  the  crisis  had  brought 
forth.     In  his  annual  speech  to  the  extra  session  of  the  Legishi- 
ture,  in  November.  1S12,  he  suggested  that  a  loan  should  be  made 
by  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  National  Government,  in  order 
to  inaugurate  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.     Accordingly,  a 
resolution  carrying  a  loan  of  §oOO,000  to  the  National  Government 
was  introduced  in  the  Senate,  where  the  Republicans  dominated, 
and  its  passage  was  secured  through  the  elTorts  of  Governor 
Lewis,  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  General  Erastus  Root.     The  Fed- 
eralists in  the  House,  however,  killed  it.     February  4,  ISia.  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins  was  again  re-nominated,  and  in  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion, defeated  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  _De  Witt  Clinton  and  his  friends,  who  openly  repudi- 
ated the  candidates  of  their  party,  and  who  were  controlled  by  re 
sentment.  because  of  the  sus[)i(iMn   that  the  Governor  had  pre- 
vented Clinton's  nomination  to  the  rresideiicy.    The  Federalists. 
however,  continued  to  control  the  lower  Hous*'  of  the  Legislature 
and  effectuallv  checlced  every  recommendation  and  ])roject  whi<'h 
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the  Governor  and  his  party  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  State, 
and  the  support  of  the  National  Administration.  This  partisan 
interference,  while  it  doubled  the  Governor's  responsibilities,  de- 
veloped the  strongest  traits  in  his  character,  particularly  when  it 
became  apparent  that  the  British  proposed  an  invasion  of  the 
State.  •  After  the  destruction  of  ^^'ashing■ton,  all  military  men 
foresaw  that  the  triumphant  Britisli  troops  would  march  to  Balti- 
more, thence  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  Xow  York.  Xew  York  was 
pitiably  defenceless,  and  when  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Na- 
tional authorities,  the  same  reply  came  back  that  was  returned  in 
18G2,  when  the  ^lerrimac  was  expected  to  sail  from  Hampton 
Roads  and  bombard  New  York:  "  You  must  take  care  of  your- 
self.    The  government  can  do  nothing  for  you." 

In  fact,  the  policy  of  the  National  Government  in  those  days 
was  to  drop  all  responsibility  upon  the  States  themselves,  a  re- 
sponsibility which  many  of  the  States  accepted  with  but  very  little 
complaint.  At  this  time,  however,  the  National  Government  was 
practically  bankru[it.  Ii  was  impossible  to  raise  a  National  loan. 
Representative  citizens  of  New  York,  irrespective  of  party,  called 
upon  the  Governor  an<l  bt'soughc  him  to  exercise  his  authority  to 
its  fullest  limit,  and,  if  need  be,  transgress  it  for  the  public  safety. 
Mr.  Rufus  King  said  m  him  that;  ''  tlie  time  had  arrived  when 
every  g<)od  citizen  was  bound  to  put  his  all  at  the  re(]uisition  of 
the  governnu'iit — that  he  uas  ready  to  do  this;  that  the  people  of 
the  State  of  New  York  would  and  must  hold  him  (Tompkins)  re- 
sponsible for  its  saffty."'  In  n  nrating  the  events  of  this  inter- 
view the  Govt-riinr  said:  "  I  a..|'iaintrd  him  with  the  ditTiculties 
under  whieh  I  had  stnig.u'h  <1  for  th--  t  nm)  {.r.-ceding  years  the  vari- 
ous instames  in  whi«h  I  liad  been  .(unpelled  to  ;u:t  without  law  or 
legislative  indeuinity,  and  lug.d  that  if  I  should  once  more  exert 
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myself  to  meet  all  the  emergencies  aud  pecuniary  diflk-ulties  with 
whicli  we  were  pressed,  I  must  inevitably  ruin  myself." 

''  Well,  sir,'-  added  he.  with  that  enthusiasm  which  genius  lends 
to  patriotism,  "  What  is  the  ruin  of  an  individual  compared  with 
the  safety  of  the  Republic?  If  you  are  ruined,  you  will  have  the 
consolation  of  enjoying  the  gratitude  of  your  fellow  citizens;  but 
you  must  trust  to  the  magnanimity  aud  justice  of  your  country, 
you  must  transcend  the  law,  you  must  save  this  city  and  State 
from  the  danger  with  which  they  are  menaced,  you  must  ruin 
yourself  if  it  becomes  necessary,  and  I  pledge  you  my  honor  that 
I  will  support  you  in  whatever  you  do."' 

A  special  session  of  the  Legislature  was  convened  September 
:26th  that  year.  On  his  own  responsibility,  Governor  Tompkins 
raised  a  large  sum  of  money,  which  he  used  in  purchasing  arms 
and  equipments  for  the  troops,  and  protecting  the  defences  of  the 
State.  Within  a  brief  time,  12,000  troops  had  been  mobilized  in 
the  State  and  placed  in  the  defences.  At  his  request  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  him  the  military  commander  of  the  Third  Military 
District.*     After  the  defeat  of  the  American  troops  before  Wash- 


•  The  subjoined  correspondence  settles  the  much  discussed  question,  as  to  whether 
■Governor  Tompkins  received  the  commission  of  major-general  In  the  United  States  Army 
while  in  command  ot  the  Third  Military  District. 

Albany.  N.  Y.,  December  7,  1837. 
■Colonel  P.  C.  Ainsworth,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  of  Record  and  Pension  Office.  Washington, 
D.  C: 
Dear  Sir.— The  State  of  New  York  during  the  coming  winter  will  publish  the  military- 
papers  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  As  you  remember,  there  Is  more  or  less  dispute  whether 
be  was  actually  commissioned  a  major-general  in  the  United  States  Army,  or  simply 
•eserclsod  that  rank'by  virtue  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Military 
District,  undu-r  the  following  order,   dated: 

"  War  Department,  Oct'r  14th,  1811. 

Sir.— Tho  rr.-.<idi-nt  commits  the  Command  of  the  Military  District  No.  3  to  you,  and 
requ-'sfs  that  ynu  will  repair  to  the  City  of  New  York,  without  a  Moment's  delay,  to 
•enter  on  Its  dutv. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excolleiicy's  Ob't  Serv't, 

JAS.  MONROE. 
His  Excvlkncy  Gov'r  D.  D.  Tompkins." 
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ington,  and  the  burniiiir  of  llx-  Capitol,  {tnblic  sentiment  ran  so 
strong  against  the  administration  that  General  Armstrong  was 
forced  to  resign,  and  his  place  in  the  Cabinet  was  temporarily 
filled  by  James  Monroe,  who  was  transferred  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  President  Madison  now  offered  the  portfolio  of 
the  State  Department  to  Governor  Tompkins.  This  honor  was 
significant.  Up  to  this  time,  with  the  exception  of  Timothy  Pick- 
ering, of  Massachusetts,  and  Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland,  each  of 
whom  served  only  two  years,  the  Secretary  of  State,  like  the 
President,  had  come  from  Virginia,  and  the  office  was  regarded 
as  next  in  line  of  promotion  to  the  Presidency.     But  Governor 

If  it  isn't  too  much  trouble,  ■will  you  lot  me  know  -whether  there  is  any  record  In  your 
office  indicating  the  existence  of  a  commission  of  major-general  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
With  best  wishrs  always,   believe  me  to  remain, 

Faithfully  yours, 
(Signed)  HUGH  HASTINGS. 

State  Historian. 

Record  and  Pension*  Office, 
War  Department, 
Washinoton  City,  December  14,  1S97. 
Hon.  IlraH  Hastings.  Stntr  Flistorian,  MbaniJ,  \cw  Tor!;: 

My  Dear  Sir.—Ta  r>:'plyinh-  to  your  K  it--  of  tJu-  Tth  instant  in  which  you  inquire 
whttlier  there  is  anythinp  of  record  in  th<-  War  Dopartraent  to  show  that  a  commission 
as  major-general  was  issued  to  Danlrl  D.  Tompkins  of  Now  York,  during  the  War  of 
ISi:.  X  b-g  to  say  tliat  an  exhaustiv.-  s,-.ir(h  ■•(  all  records  likely  to  afford  information 
relative  to  the  subject  has  n!-jit<"l  in  failure  to  .licit  anything  to  indicate  that  such  a 
commission  as  that  de.^crib.'d  by  yju  was  i  v.r  i-.sued  to  Governor  Tompkins. 

Indeed,  the  letter-books  of  the  War  IJ.  partinmt  show  that  he  was  invariably  addressed 
as  ••  D.  D.  Tompkins.  Gov.  rnor  of  N.  w  York."  or  as  "  His  Excellency,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins.  Govrnor  of  .New  York."  Th-  b  tf-r.  of  whi.  h  the  following  is  a  copy,  may 
be  of  interest  to  you  in  conn>ctlon   with  the  sulij.  ct  of  your  inquiry: 

"  Department  of  War,  April  10,  1S15. 
"  D,   D.   TOMTKINS,   Govrrr.or  of  New  York.  Albany. 

"  Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  a.  know  !•  .U--  the  r.ceipt  of  your  l.tter,  requesting  to  be 
releas«'d  from  the  commacil  «t  the  Third  Military  District,  and  you  are  released  accord- 
ingly. 

••  It  is  with  great  pi.  asure  that  I  a.ll  an  .  xpr.  <=Mon  of  the  President's  thanks  for  the 
patriotic,  activ.  ari.I  able  sur;  .Tt  wli,.  h  you  l::.v  nr>  .ill  occasions  given  to  the  measures 
of   the  Gyvirn:!!' nt.  durinc  t!ii    !:.i'    wjr. 

"  A.  J.    DALLAS." 
Very  renpectfully. 

(SIgnod)  F.  C.  AINSWORTH. 

Coh.n'ir.  S    \rm-j,  Chirf,  Record  and  Pension  Office. 
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Tompkins,  who  already  bad  the  presidential  bee  buzzing'  near  him, 
declined  the  compliment,  on  the  friound  that  he  could  be  more  use- 
ful to  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

The  Executive  and  Legislative  Departments  of  Government  of 
the  State  of  Xew  York  in  1S14.  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Kepubli- 
cans.  Laws  were  speedily  passed  increasing  the  pay  of  the  mili- 
tia w'hen  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  fnited  States,  for  the 
encouragement  of  privateering,  for  classifying  the  militia  in  order 
to  secure  12,000  men  for  two  years,  who  were  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Federal  Government,  for  raising  a  corps  of  Sea 
Feucibles  for  the  city  of  Xew  York,  for  the  reimbursement  to  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins  for  expenditures  that  he  had  made  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  for  completing  the  hitherto  neglected  fortifica- 
tions on  Staten  Island. 

The  military  situation  was  then  well  expressed  by  Mr.  Augus- 
tus Wright,  from  the  Eleventh  Xew  York  district,  on  Saturday, 
October  S.  ISll,  from  the  Assembly  Committee  on  the  Draft  of 
an  address  in  answer  to  Governor  Tompkins'  speech,  who  said,  in 
part: 

"  When  wo  call  to  mind  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy,  "  to  lay  waste  and  destroy 
all  our  assailable  cities  and  districts  on  the  sea-board."  in  utter  disregard  of  those 
principles  which  are  enforced  and  inculcated  alike  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity;  and  when  we  hear  from  your  Excellency,  that  "  one  great  object 
of  his  campaign  was  to  penetrate  with  his  northern  .irmy  by  the  waters  of  Lake 
Champlain  and  the  Hudson,  and  bv  a  simultaneous  attack  with  his  maritime  force 
on  Xew  York,  to  form  a  junction  which  should  sever  the  communication  of  the 
States;  "  the  House  of  Assembly  find  ample  cause  of  congratulation  in  the  signal  defeat 
of  his  land  and  naval  forces  at  Plattsbursh.  and  ample  oaxiso  of  approbation  of  the 
measures  pursued,  and  the  powers  exercised  by  your  ExcelUufy  to  defeat  the  daring 
purposes  of  the  arrogant  invader. 

"  V.'h^n.  in  addition  to  our  former  triumphs,  it  shall  be  aunnunced  in  the  Courts  of 
European  Moaarchs,  that  a  Brigadier-General  of  the  American  army,  with  not  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  effective  regulars,  and  t'wo  Generals  of  Militia,  commanding  about 
thrc'^  thous;ind  men,  suddenly  brought  together  by  the  emergency  of  the  time,  sus- 
tained tor  hours  the  shock  of  a  well-appointed  Eritish  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men, 
and  finally  p.ut  them  to  discomfiture  and  to  nit;ht;  and  when  to  this  it  shall  be  added, 
that  a  Captain  of  the  American  Navy,  at  the  same  time,  captured  a  whole  British  fleet, 
vastly  superior  in  number  of  men,  superior  in  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  met.-il— the 
world  will  again  be  taught  that  imposing  lesson,  that  a  brave,  a  patriotic,  and  a  high- 
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minded  people,  can  never  be  subdu'^d  by  the  corrupting  Influence,  or  the  embodied  power, 
of  any  foreign  nation. 

"  Of  the  gallant  and  splendid  exploit  of  Commodore  Macdonough,  and  his  assoclatet 
In  arms,  the  House  of  Assembly  want  words  to  express  their  admiration:— And  they 
assure  your  Excellency,  that  thoy  will  not  fail  promptly  to  express  "  their  high  senso 
of  the  illustrious  services  of  those  brave  men  "  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  state,  and  with  the  character  and  feelings  of  those  heroic  defenders  of  their 
country's  flag. 

"  In  the  list  of  naval  worthies,  the  gallant  Porter  greatly  contending  against  superior 
force,  and  against  treachery  unexampled,  and  Warrington  and  Blakely,  successful  In 
equal  contest,  are  entitled  to  the  warm  gratitude  of  their  country. 

"  It  Is  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  pride  and  pleasure  that  we  turn,  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, to  that  theatre  of  renown,  the  Niagara  frontier.  Since  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign in  that  quarter,  a  brilliant  succession  of  skilful  and  heroic  exploits  has  gilded 
our  horizon,  and  has  shed  beams  of  brightest  effulgence  upon  the  characters  of  Brown, 
Scott,  Porter,  Gaines  and  Ripley,  and  the  companions  of  their  fame.  They  have  mani- 
fested to  the  world,  that  the  victorious  legions  of  Lord  Wellington  cannot  successfully 
contend  with  the  prowess  of  our  hardy  freemen,  nor  defeat  the  well-digested  plans  of 
our  military  commanders.  And.  while  thoy  have  gathered  for  themselves  deathless  and 
unfading  laurels,  they  have  retrieved  and  re-established  our  character,  as  a  nation,  for 
d;cds  of  martial  heroism. 

"  At  this  eventful  era,  when  perils  thicken  around  us,  and  when  every  real  patriot 
anxiously  looks  about  him  not  only  lor  the  means  of  common  safety,  but  also  for  tha 
means  of  bringing  to  a  glorious  termination  this  great  contest  for  our  essential  rights, 
and  of  perpetuating  our  dear-bought  liijcrtios— when,  with  feelings  of  shame  for  the 
degradation  of  human  nature,  we  behold  a  ruthless  and  vandal  enemy,  in  violation  of 
the  most  sacred  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  destroying  "  monuments  of  art  "  and  models 
of  taste  which  lately  adorned  our  capital— and  heart  of  our  country— it  well  becomes  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  great  and  powerful  state  of  New  York,  to  use  every  effort  so 
to  concentrate  her  resources,  and  direct  her  energies,  as  to  meet  with  successful  firm- 
ness, the  events  that  may  await  us.  And  we  cannot  forbear  to  embrace  the  occasion  of 
this  addri.-s,  to  tender  to  your  Excellency,  in  behalf  of  our  constituents,  the  assurance 
of  the  high  degree  of  approbation  with  which  we  have  witnessed  the  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, and  unceasing  at;d  vigilant  exertions  of  your  ExecUeDcy,  in  plaeing  the  exposed 
points  of  our  frontier  in  a  respectable  attitude  of  defence,  and  in  providing  and  organiz- 
ing our  patriotic  militia  forces,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  for  the  exigencies  which  hav« 
oc.uned. 

"  We  most  cordially  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  awarding  to  the  patient  endur- 
ance, good  conduct,  and  patriotism  of  our  militia  the  just  tribute  of  our  praise.  Tha 
late  battles  at  Plattsburgh  and  at  Erie  bvar  ample  and  honorable  testimony  to  their 
usefulness  and  merits.  They  have  hnsi.-ned  to  scenes  of  danger,  with  an  ardor  and 
enthusiasm  which  belongs  only  to  freemen. 

"  But  while  the  Hou.-o  of  A.-^s.  nihly  highly  approve  of  th..-  patriotic  spirit,  by  which  the 
militia  of  this  state  have  been  uniformly  aetuatL-d;  they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
the  burthen  iinpo.s'  d  upon  tiicni,  by  "  exis'.iiig  laws  "  is  unrcLiscna'ly  grievous;  and  they 
recur  with  satisfaction  to  the  rtp-  at"d  solicitations  of  your  Excellency  for  their  relief. 
During  the  last  and  the  present  rampiil»,-n,  wo  have  often  seen  the  father  of  a  numerous 
offspring,  and  the  sons  of  helpless  parunls,  who  had  nothing  but  their  liberties  to  lose, 
and  nothing  but  tlioir  f.inilli-s  to  pro:-  et,  .sudd^uly  called  away  from  those  who  looked 
tj  th.m  for  daily  eustetuince.  luto  tht.-  service  of  their  country,  to  protect  and  defend 
the  families  and  the  prlncly  possessions  of  the  affluent  and  the  legally  exempt.  Tha 
p:ill«abl.^  injii-tiee  of  s^T-h  a  t-ysVrA,  In  il.s  operation  on  "  the  poorer  class'js  of  com- 
rauaily,"  powerfully  impr.  .■;;■.  a  tlr^  ii.i::d  i;ut  onI>  with  the  propriety,  but  also  with 
the  ab.-olute  n- c.  >-.lty,  of  converting  the  w.alth  of  our  population  into  a  source  of 
•upply  for  the  common  defence. 

•'  P^jrisessiug  an  ext<t,t  of  territory   nr.d  on  aggregate  of  wealth  hardly  surpassed  by 
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any  state  in  the  Union— a  population  excerdiiig  any  other,  and  of  all  others  the  most 
extended  and  most  assailable  line  of  frontier,  our  safety  imperiously  requires  that  our 
means  of  resistance  should  correspond  with  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  to  v.hich  wo 
are  exposed.  To  effect  this  desirable  purpose,  by  providing  for  the  common  defence  of 
the  state  and  nation,  well  organized  and  efTieient  corps  of  uniformed  troops,  answering, 
in  numbers,  to  the  population  and  resources  of  the  state,  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
crisis— shall  be  the  leading  object  of  our  deliberations.  And  we  have  full  confidence  in 
the  opinion,  that,  by  adopting  at  this  juncture,  a  wise,  a  liberal,  and  an  enlarged  policy 
In  relation  to  the  war,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  state  to  relieve  the  militia  from 
the  hasty  and  oppressive  levies  to  which  they  have  been  subjected— to  substitute,  in  their 
stead,  a  les-s  expensive  and  more  formidable  force— and  to  secure  to  herself  that  high 
character  for  munificence  and  public  spirit,  which  she  has  already  acquired,  and  l3 
emulous  to  prejrrve. 

"  The  House  of  Assembly,  with  unmingled  emotions  of  pleasure,  reciprocate  the  con- 
gratulations of  your  Excellency,  on  the  "  unanimity  and  patriotic  spirit  "  which  seems 
to  actuate  every  breast.  They  observe,  -.vith  proud  satisfaction,  the  union  of  sentiment 
and  conceit  of  action  which  characterize  the  present  time.  And  they  see,  in  the  blaze 
of  patriotism  which  has  been  re-kiudled  by  the  wrongs  we  suffer,  a  light  which  cannot 
fail  to  conduct  the  People  of  the  United  Strtcs  to  the  most  auspicious  and  glorious 
destinies." 

The  Legislature  of  ISIH  started  in  promptly  with  supporting 
measures  for  the  Ir^tate  and  National  government's aggressivepros- 
ecution  of  the  war,  but  the  patriotism  thus  displayed  was  rend- 
ered unnecessary  by  an  untoward  event.  New  York  city  lias 
witnessed  many  thrilling  and  exciting  scenes,  but  never  in  all  its 
history  were  her  sensations  so  rapturously  played  upon  as  on 
that  cool  ^atui'day  evening.  Feluuary  11.  181."i,  when  a  small 
boat  landed  from  the  British  sloop  of  war  Favorite,  which  passed 
through  Sandy  Hook  and  the  Narrows  that  day,  bearing  the  glad 
tidings  that  the  treaty  of  peace  had  been  ratified  by  the  English 
gtu-ernment.  The  news  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  joyous.  The 
people  rushed  Ihrougli  the  streets  crying  -Peace:*'  -reace:";  they 
hugged  one  another  in  their  ecstacy.  The  whole  town  resolved 
itself  into  one  grand  jollification.  The  elTect  upon  business  was 
instantan('<Ii!s.  Prices  dropped  Avith  a  smash;  sugar  from  82G 
a  hundicd  weight  to  spj..")!);  tea  and  Hour  in  proportion.  All 
conimcnial  and  manufacturing  enterprises  bounded  forv>ard 
with  an  elasMi-ity  that  bewildered  the  conservative  nienhant  <>f 
old  New  York;  that  old  New  Y<u-k   that  bv  inereased  immigra- 
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tion  and  the  oi)euing  of  the  Erie  cniuil  was  destined  in  a  few 
years  to  pass  away  forever. 

It  was  but  natural  that  at  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Madison's 
second  term  in  the  White  House,  Governor  Tompkins  should 
aspire  to  tJie  rrcsidency.  lie  had  within  his  grasp  the  material 
to  secure  the  indorsement  of  the  representatives  of  his  own  State. 
A  resolution,  therefore,  was  unanimously  adopted  in  the  month 
of  February,  1S16,  by  the  Republican  members  of  the  New  York 
Legislature,  instructing  the  senators  and  representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  use  all  proper  efforts  to  secure  his  nomination.  But.  in 
the  caucus  which  was  held  on  March  IS,  Mr.  Monroe  of  Virginia, 
was  the  successful  competitor.  Not  a  vote  south  of  the  Potomac 
was  cast  in  the  caucus  for  Governor  Tompkins.  He  was,  how- 
ever, rewarded  by  the  nomination  for  Vice-President.  The 
reason  advanced  Ity  southern  congressmen  for  not  favoring  him 
for  the  first  place  on  the  ticket  was  that  he  was  not  sufiQciently 
well  known  to  their  constituents.  But  many  of  his  friends  as- 
serted that  the  treachery  of  a  number  of  prominent  northern  Ke- 
publicans  exercised  considerable  intluence  in  his  defeat  for  the 
nomination.  His  well  known  hostility  to  slavery  no  doubt  preju- 
diced the  southern  members  of  Congress  against  him. 

Although  elt'ctcd  Vicol'resident  of  the  United  States,  he  con- 
tinued to  cxcrciso  the  functions  of  the  othce  of  Governor  until 
the  close  of  Februaiy.  I^IT.  when  he  resigned.  One  of  his  con- 
cluding acts  as  (jovernnr.  w;is  a  special  message  to  the  Legis- 
lature, urgently -recommending  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in 
this  Stai(\  to  talce  ciTect  -July  1th.  1<27.  The  recommendation 
was  approved  ;iu(l  the  bill  in  (•••iir..riiiity  \Nich  tlie  Governor's  sug- 
gestion was  pa^se.l.  The  ei  iginal  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
i?i  this  w^lMte  passed  th.-  Legislature  in  ITI)!!.  and  provided  that  on 
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aud  after  July  r.tb,  1709,  all  jiersons  born  of  parents  -who  were 
slaves  should  be  free — males  at  the  age  of  twenry-eight  and 
females  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  but  Governor  Tompkins'  recom- 
mendation cleared  the  pages  of  history  of  New  York  State  of  this 
curse  forever. 

With  the  attainment  of  the  distinguished  honor  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Governor  Tompkins'  trials  were  only 
to  begin.  The  superb  services  he  had  rendered  the  State  and  the 
Nation  were  to  be  by  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try overlooked  and  the  charge  that  he  was  a  defaulter  was  ac- 
cepted before  he  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  During  the 
progress  of  the  war  he  occupied  more  offices  at  one  time  than  any 
other  man  in  the  history  of  the  government.  He  was  not  only 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  commander  of  all  the 
forces  of  the  State,  but  paymaster,  quartermaster,  commissary, 
commander  of  the  Third  United  States  Military  District  and  gen- 
eral disbursing  agent  for  the  State  of  New  York  and  for  the 
United  States.  During  the  three  years  of  the  war  he  disbursed 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  one  million  was  for 
the  State  and  two  millions  were  for  the  United  States.  In  less 
than  forty  days,  without  assistance  and  money  from  the  National 
government,  he  mustered  into  the  field  at  various  points  of  dan- 
ger in  New  York.  ."30.000  men  who  were  organized,  armed  and 
equipped;  and  in  less  than  sixty  days,  when  the  credit  of  the 
National  government  was  absolutely  gone,  he  raised  ^1.000.000 
for  the  public  service  and  made  himself  personally  liable 
for  the  entire  amount.  ^Yllen  he  took  his  oath  of  office  as  Vice- 
President,  his  accounts  Avith  the  State  had  not  been  settled,  and 
on  the  ledgers  of  the  Comptroller's  office  he  was  made  to  appear 
as  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  S?l 20,000. 
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The  whole  ditlicnlry  seems  to  have  been  duv  to  his  hick  of  busi- 
ness training  and  of  systematic  habits.  Uusy  man  as  he  had 
been  during-  thi^  progress  of  the  war,  he  had  failed  in  many  in- 
stances to  take  vouclicrs;  and  for  want  of  this  necessary  e\  idence 
the  Comptroller.  Archibald  :McIiityre  of  Albany,  who  had  been 
longer  in  service  than  any  Comptroller  in  the  liistory  of  the 
State,  and  who  was  an  honest,  foarless  man.  refused  to  audit  the 
Governor's  accounts  and  rejected  a  large  number  of  items.  The 
Governor  claimed,  and  his  friemls  supported  him  heartily  and 
enthusiastically  in  this  contention,  that  he  had  honestly  dis- 
bursed every  dollar  that  had  been  commilted  to  his  car^.  and 
that  whatever  mistakes  he  might  have  made  were  due  to  his 
want  of  business  habits.  The  controversy  between  him  and  the 
Comptroller  ranged  over  a  j)eriod  of  several  mouths. 

In  ISIO.  a  joint  <-ommittee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
took  charge  of  the  (lovernor's  acconnrs.  The  Governor 
had  admitted  that  the  Italan.-e  against  him  was  .*<120,000,  and 
represented  tho  premium  on  the  money  elaimed  to  have  been 
borrowed  hy  him  to  be  an  a\'erago  of  10  jier  cent.  Colonel  George 
R.  Davis  of  Rensselaer,  from  the  joint  comniitte<\  made  a  re[>ort 
to  the  Legislature  from  whiih  ihe  fcdlowing  is  taken.* 

The  ab<=trarts  of  c'mrc^s   fiirn!:h.  d  by   his   Intn   ETO'-lK;n''y   Gov.->mor  Tompkins,   » 
stat^nl  in  the  Comptroil- r's  r-^pcirt,  arp<-^rs  on  examination  to  consist: 
1st.  Of   »'l    i:.^ms   of    wroni:   a:ul    .iiuM'    rhnri:- s,    and   charg.-s   heretofore 
audited  and  allowed,  amountinc  in  the  acErrt'£rat<.-.  a-i  will  bo  s>;en  in 

Schedule  A,  herewith  furnish<d,   to , fl31,5iJ9  96i^i 

Jd.  Of  14  It.  ms,  whii-h.  la  thf»  opinion  of  your  comnsittee.  ought  to  have 
b.tu   oii.irL-.d   tr),   ar.d   p-ii.!   by   thr   K'>v.rnn;..|it  of   tlic    United   States, 

nruountiiif,',  aa  will  bo  s--'on  in  Schidule  D,  to 1,S33  52 

3d.  Of  20  itrp.is.  purrortli:e  to  b>  advane-s  or  paym-'nis,  but  which  are 
u-jsupport.  d    by    v,..i;.  ;:.-.-s    .it    .:\i,    or    r.;.!y    by    irr. -iilar    vouchers, 

ii!!iuw:it:ni:,  ...-  v.ill   I..'  ■;•  •  n  by  .-'.  ii- .!!:b    <\  to 13.530  17 

4th.  Of  10  It.  ms.  whiih  do  n<.t  sp- cify  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
made,  and  nu!y  b.^  f.ir  t!;.  private  a^.uuia  of  tlie  lat.-  Governor, 
amounting,  as  will  b>-  ;<■ .  ii  by  .S.li.dulc  D,  to 4,SS3  6* 
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6lh.  Of  51  it.^nis.  for  purposes  unauthorized  by  law,  and  which  were  prob- 
ably fur  tli>    iii.li%-idual  account  of  the  laic  Govtrnor.  amounting,  as 

will  be  seen  by  Schedule  E,  to 55,051  25 

«th.  Of  100  items,  for  advances  made  on  unsettled  accounts  or  contracts, 

amounling,  as  will  be  seen  by  Schedule  F,  to 405,638  r^Vz 

7th.  Of  one  item,  which  should  have  been  adjusted  at  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer, as  will  be  seen  by  Schedule  G 1=^^  00 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Comptroller,  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature,  Governor  Tompkins  stands  charged  on  the  general  account 
current,  between  him  and  this  state,  with  a  balance  of  ?19T,29-.64;  but  from  the  report 
of  the  Comptroller,  of  date  the  17th  day  of  February  last,  it  appears,  that  sundry 
credits  have  been  ascertained  and  given  since  that  time,  which  have  reduced  the  said 
balance  of  ?19T.:57.C1,  to  $1?0,359.4S;  but  that  the  aggregate  of  the  suspended  charge* 
have  been  reduced  by  tUo  transfer  of  sunt^.ry  i.ems  from  the  suspended  to  the  rejected 
column,  for  causes  assigned  by  the  said  Comptroller  in  his  said  last  mentioned  report, 
and  which  are  satisfactory  to  your  committee,  amounting  to  ?7,420.S9.  So  that  if  all 
the  suspended  chart;e.-i  were  now  passed  to  the  late  Governor's  credit,  the  balance  would 
be  %:A.:.Z\M.  but  as  many  of  the  suspended  charges  are  clearly  objectionable,  and  others 
have  been  charged  and  allowed  by  the  general  government  to  the  late  Governor,  as 
appears  from  the  correspondence  between  the  chairman  of  your  committee  and  Colonel 
Pell,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  submitted,  as  also  from  the  communications  of  the 
late' Governor  himself,  to  your  committee,  the  amount  of  the  suspended  items  will  be 
considerably  lessened,  that  are  chargeable  to  the  state. 

Your  com'mittee  think  it  however  but  justice  to  tlie  character  of  the  late  Governor, 
to  state,  that  the  large  amount  of  double  and  other  charges  in  the  nport  of  the  Comp- 
troller, which  may  be  doemtd  improper,  is  attributable  to  the  fact,  that  the  late  Gover- 
nor delivered  over  to  the  Coiiptroller,  all  his  vouchers  and  documents,  in  relation  to 
his  accounts  again.^t  tU-  state,  without  order  or  arrangement,  relying  upon  an  intimation 
of  the  Comptroller,  that  he  would  examiue,  assort,  and  pass  only  such  to  his  credit,  as 
should  be  found  ou  investigation,  not  to  have  been  previously  allowed,  or  not  properly 
chargeable  to  the  st;itc.  In  makiug  this  explanation,  your  committee  do  not  m-au  to 
be  understood,  as  i.ui'Utiug  any  censure  what-ver  on  the  faithful  and  intelligent  ofRcer 
who  made  the  report.  In  making  that  report,  he  did  no  more  than  act  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house,   calling  on  him  for  the  report. 

And  your  couimitiro  fuither  reports,  that  it  anpe-ars  from  tlie  report  of  Cadwallader 
D.  Colden  and  Robert  Bogardus,  Esquires,  two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate  aud  Assembly,  at  the  Inst  s.-.sion  of  the  Legislature, 
to  the  Comptroller,  and  communicated  to  this  house,  that  the  said  commissioners  have 
not  executed  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  from  an  imp'rcssion,  that  :Mr.  Bayard's 
having  d<-ilinHd  acting,  superceded  the  authority  of  all  the  commissioners;  but  notwith- 
standhig  the  time  had  elapsed,  within  which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution, 
that  report  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  said  bommissioners  submitted  to  the  Comp- 
troller, in  the  report  aforesaid,  their  ideas  on  the  merits  of  the  matters  reforrrod  to 
them,  to  t:.e  end,  ihat  ihey  might  be  comnmnicated  to  t!ie  Legislature,  if  he  shoul  i  think 
proper.  Your  comniitl.  e  have  examined  the  said  report,  and  the  reasons  of  the  said 
commissioners,  in  favor  of  the  various  items  recommended  by  them  to  be  allowed  to  the 
late  Governor,  alul  howevei  fully  satisfied  they  may  be  of  the  justice  and  equity  of 
these  items,  as  claims  against  the  I'uitcd  States,  they  cannot  discover  the  legality  of 
those  claims  upon  this  state. 

Among  the  allowances  reconuucLidi-rt,  however,  th-re  is  one  arising  upon  moni.s  bor- 
rowed upon  ih--  P'-rsonal  responaibility  of  the  late  Governor  for  the  general  government, 
and  for  the  puri-oses  of  paying  aud  supplying  the  forces  called  out  for  the  defence  of 
this  state,  ami  to  pay  the  demands  of  the  officers  and  citizens  of  this  state,  for  public 
Bervices.  Thise  b.aiis  were  made  at  the  time  when  the  credit  of  the  general  Kov-ru- 
ment  was  exhausted,  aud  when  they  were  obliged  to  borrow  current  money  at  a  large 


110  Annual  Kepout  of  tpik 

discount  or  premium,  and  as  these  loans  were  generally  paid,  as  the  committee  are 
informed  and  believe,  either  in  current  money  or  in  depreciated  Treasury  notes,  which 
depreciation  has  been  charged  by  the  United  States  against  the  late  Governor,  the  com- 
mittee deem  It  no  more  than  equitable,  that  the  like  premium  paid  by  the  general 
govenimont  for  current  money,  at  the  several  times  the  said  loans  were  made  by  the 
late  Governor,  should  be  allowed  to  him,  not  on  the  ground  of  his  having  any  legal 
claim  to  this  allowance  from  this  state,  but  on  the  ground  that  this  state  reaped  the 
benefit  of  the  services  for  which  this  money  was  paid,  and  that  nothing  has  been  allowed 
or  received  by  him  from  the  general  government,  on  this  account,  although  the  justice 
and  equity  of  his  claim  upon  them  is  palpable,  he  having  in  this  business  acted  as  their 
agent  or  officer,  with  full  and  unlimited  powers. 

And  the  committee  are  the  more  inclined  to  make  this  allowance,  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  this  state  has  in  its  possession  the  means  of  indemnity  from  the  general 
government,  which  the  late  Governor  has  not. 

The  committee,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  final  settlement  of  the 
said  accounts,  recommend  that  the  Comptroller  be  directed  to  credit  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, late  Governor  of  this  state,  for  all  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  made  satis- 
factorily to  appear  to  him  were  advanced,  expended,  or  paid,  by  the  late  Governor,  for 
or  on  account  of  any  public  services,  authorized  by  law,  and  that  the  Comptroller  charge 
euch  sums  to  the  several  persons  to  whom  those  advances  have  been  made,  with  the 
amount  stated  in  such  allowances  to  the  late  Governor;  and  that  the  Comptroller  also 
credit  and  allow  to  the  Kite  Govornor  the  same  discount  or  premium  on  the  current 
money  borrowed  and  obtained  by  the  late  Governor,  on  his  personal  responsibility,  and 
by  him  expended  and  disbursed  in  the  public  service,  during  the  late  war,  as  was 
allowed  and  paid  to  other  individuals,  or  bodies  corporate,  for  current  money  loaned 
of  them  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  certificates  of  stock  or  funded 
debt  of  the  said  government;  and  that  the  said  Comptroller  debit  the  government  of  the 
United  States  with  the  sum  so  allowed:  and  the  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  for 
this  purpose,  and  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  for  leave  to  present  the  same. 

The  bill  was  pu.sscd  and  ihc  conLrover.sy  between  the  Comp- 
troller and  the  \'ice-Presid«'nt  took  a  new  phase  upon  the  latter's 
statement  to  a  friend  in  Albany  that  the  premium  on  money  that 
he  had  borrowed  would  avtra;,^'  21  per  cent.  To  complicate 
further  the  situaiitui.  the  stoadily  i,'rowing  hostility  against  De- 
Witt  Clinton  in  the  folate  liad  led  many  of  his  enemies  to  believe 
that  Vice-rresideur  Tom{ikins  was  the  only  man  with  strength 
enough  to  defeat  him  for  ilio  oilire  of  ( Jovcrnor,  for  which  Clinton 
had  been  renominated  in  IM'O.  \'ir<-l'iesident  Tompkins,  in  an 
unguarded  mouioiii.  wa.-^  p.r.>uadrd  ro  enter  the  field  against  his 
old-time  frioud.      Iruismuch  a^  rli.'  Vic-  I'l-osident's  accounts  had 

not   been   adjust.-d   and   tli nin.v.rsy   between   him  and   the 

Comptroller.  Mclntyn-.  wli..  \\as  an  ardent  Clinton  man,  was  at 
its  climax,  th.-  foll.Mv.rs  of  D.Witt  Cjintou.  ugly  and  vindictive. 
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nuule  the  most  of  tlie  charge  that  the  Vk-e-President  -vvas  a  de- 
faulter. This  of  course,  militated  very  seriously  against  him 
and  cost  him  many  votes  and  the  election.  The  Clinton  people 
were  in  control  of  the  Legislature  in  1820,  and  sustained  the 
Comptroller  in  the  attitude  that  he  had  assumed  against  the 
Vice-President. 

Finally,  in  1S21,  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  accounts  to 
be  settled  on  Vice-President  Tompkins'  executing  a  release  to  the 
State  of  his  claim  for  all  commissions. 

Later  he  was  compelled  to  bring  suit  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  sum  of  '^130,000.  and  the  jury  awarded  a  verdict 
in  his  favor.  A  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  to  give  him 
restitution.  It  was  ordered  that  the  question  should  first  be 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  was  to  be 
only  finally  determined  after  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  expressed  his  judgment.  "When  the  bill  was  brought 
in  the  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  December.  1823.  a 
member  from  Tennessee  arose  and  made  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause.  Mr.  Louis  ^IcLane  of  Delaware,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  said  that  the  position  of  the  gentleman  was  not 
a  surprise  when  the  House  considered  the  ground  of  it.  This 
was  not  the  case  of  the  individual  asking  of  the  House  a  gratuity 
or  unauthorized  allowance,  but  asking  them  to  do  what  Con- 
gress was  already  obliged  to.  The  services  of  the  individual 
whose  claim  was  now  under  consideration  could  not  now  be  un- 
known to  any  gentleman  here.  "We  all  know  his  services,"  said 
Mr.  McLane,  "which  ar  a  very  dark  and  gloomy  period  were  ex- 
ceedingly patriotic  tn  his  country  and  disinterested.  We  all 
know  that  at  a  moment  when  otht-rs  were  husbanding  their  funds 
or  dealing  them  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this  man  risked 
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everything  for  the  public  cause  and  staked  his  private  fortune  in 
its  sup{)Oi-t.  It  is  to  services  thus  Tendered  tliat  liis  present  em- 
barrassments may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of  th-mi  he  now 
calls  on  his  country,  not  for  charity  but  for  justice.'' 

Vice-l*resident  Tom}»kins  found  a  sturdy  champion  in  Uenry 
Clay,  who  was  then  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  who  took  the  tloor 
in  behalf  of  the  bill.  .Mr.  (_'lay  said  it  ^^■as  entirely  unnecessary 
for  the  friends  of  the  \'ice  rresideiit  to  refer  to  the  public  ser- 
vices, eminent  as  they  had  been,  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
in  question.  This  was  not  a  lit  occasion  to  introduce  them.  Xot 
only  were  those  accounts  to  be  sulmiitted  to  the  severe  scrutiny 
of  the  most  rigid  oHicer  of  this  Government — an  otticer  whose 
scrupulous  accuracy  in  the  admission  of  accounts  against  the 
Government  is  as  deservedly  apja-oved  as  it  is  universally 
known;  but  after  they  had  gone  thruugh  the  crucible,  after  they 
had  been  subjected  tc»  all  the  jcjilous  scrutiny  of  this  vigilant 
otlicer.  they  arc  to  be-  submitted  t(t  the  l"resi(h'nt  f(»r  revisal.  The 
President  revises  tin m  and  ilicn  he  si'iids  to  this  House  a  mes- 
sage, in  whicli  he  (h'clares  ji.it  only  that  he  is  satisfied  that  this 
balance  is  justly  dii<'.  but  that  much  more  is  (bie  to  him. 

The  matter,  however.  \\;is  JH'ld  in  abeyance  until  1S24,  the 
Hoii^e  of  Kepieseiiratives  ha\inu'  refeired  back  the  accounts  and 
claims  to  be  settled  ..n  the  jainciples  established  by  rej)oi-t  of  the 
coniniissioii  that  had  them  under  onsideration.  Ajtril  28,  1S24, 
rresi(U'nt  Monroe  sent  .i  me>sage  to  the  House,  in  which  he  re- 
].orted  tliat  in  tlie  Tiiati.-r  of  iiitenst  on  (Jovernor  Tompkins'  ad- 
vances for  fli'-  i>ubli.-,  the  \'i.-.' rresident  \vas  allowed  sil.13S.GS; 
second,  as  a  reastuialde  coimui-siou  for  his  disbursements  during 
the  war,  he  was  iilb.w.-d  ."  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum  disl)ursed 
bv  liiin.  amounting  to  ."^'.•2.2i;'..i;'.     "I  liave  made  him  this  extra 
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allowance,"  sjiid  the  Presid.-ut.  "in  oousidcraliou  of  the  aid  which 
he  afforded  to  the  Government  at  that  important  epoch,  in  ob- 
taining the  loan  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  sums  thus  dis- 
bursed." 

"  As  an  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
of  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements,  to 
send  him  money  or  treasury  notes  within  the  time  specified,  he 
was  allowed  ,?4,411.25. 

*' No  allowance  was  made  for  losses  sustained  by  him  by  any 
frauds  or  failures  of  sub-agents.  Frourthe  amount  thus  allowed 
him,  after  deducting  the  sum  paid  him  under  the  act  of  the 
present  session,  and  the  moneys  charged  to  his  account,  there 
will  remain  a  balance  due  him  of  S(J0.2:3S.4(;." 

In  conclusion  the  President  said:  "I  think  proper  to  add,  that 
the  oHlcial  relation  which  I  bore  to  Governor  Tompkins  at  that 
very  interesiing  epoch  under  the  highly  distinguished  and  meri- 
torious citizen  under  whom  we  both  served,  enabling  me  to  feel 
very  sensibly  the  value  of  his  services,  excites  a  strong  interest  in 
his  favor  which  I  d.MMu  it  not  improper  to  express." 

In  concltision  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  thai  as  late  as  1S4T, 
the  Government  was  indebted  to  him  to  the  amount  of  §40.000. 

The  last  jmblic  honor  conferred  on  him  by  his  faithful  con- 
stituents of  Riehmond  county  was  his  election  to  the  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1S21.  Over  this  body  he  presided.  He 
had  su tiered  keenly,  mentally,  from  the  cloud  which  had  hovered 
over  him  for  so  nu\ny  years,  and  unfortunately  yielded  to  tempta- 
tions that  increased  as  the  years  went  on. 

February  1st.  1S22.  ho  wrote  to  his  friend,  Kufus  King,  who 
was  then  one  of  the  senators  from  New  York  State,  and  stated 
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that  bis  health  had  sulTeivd  so  much  that  as  soou  as  the  weather- 
and  the  State  of  the  roads  Avould  permit,  he  desired  to  return  to 
his  family,  and  he  requested  the  senator  to  communicate  this 
determination  to  the  Senate.  He  was  excused,  and  the  Hon- 
orable James  Gaillard  of  South  Carolina,  was  elected  President 
pro  tem.,  and  served  as  such  until  March  3rd.  1825,  when  the- 
Senate  tendered  him  the  vote  of  thanks  that  usually  is  accorded, 
the  Vice-President  himself. 

The  only  occasion  when  the  Vice-President  again  appeared  in 
the  Senate  Chamber  was  at  the  reassembling  of  Congress.  De- 
cember 2d.  1822.  He  diL^d  June  11,  182.").  His  last  days  were 
marked  by  fits  of  melancholy. 

Governor  Tompkins'  State  papers  indicate  the  possession  of  a 
remarkably  well-bahineed,  self-controlled  and  judicial  mind. 
They  stand  conspicuous  for  perspicuity,  strength  of  expression 
and  a  pure  vocabulary. 

The  late  Henry  P..  Dawson,  a  distinguished  historical  writer- 
and  a  gn-at  adaiiirr  of  (Jovernor  Tompkins,  has  this  to  say  of  his 
State  papers: 

"I  say  without  liositation  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  country 
to  be  compared  with  th<-m  for  importance  concerning  the  war  of 
1812.  and  the  erowniug  part  whieli  New  York  with  her  Governor 
bore  ill  that  coullict.  can  noirhire  rise  be  seen.  The  United  States 
were  dt-pendt-nt  on  fhf  personal  in<lorsement  of  that  same  Gov- 
ernor to  the  P.ank  of  AiiH-rica  for  th.-  money  which  they  could 
not  provide  anywiiere  <'lso:  and  alter  all,  those  same  United 
States  i».-rniiit.d  its  }.:ip.T  to  g..  to  protest  on  that  occasion,  and 
tlie  (;overn.n-"s  private  im.p.rty  was  sol.l  by  the  .sheriff,  it  having 
been  the  bank's  semriiy  for  that  Federal  loan.  Mrs.  Tompkins, 
tliroe  days  afier  her  -  oiiiiti.-nienr.  was  earried  out  of  her  home  on 
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her  bed.  and  laid  in  the  street  with  her  infant  a  few  days  old,  by 
the  sheriff's  officers  penniless  and  homeless.  The  officers  and  crew 
of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  then  lying  off  Staten  Island, 
who  had  witnessed  the  barbarism  of  the  law,  picked  up  the  bed. 
the  mother,  and  the  babe,  and  carried  them  on  board  the 
cutter.  ■ 

"Xot  until  the  past  few  years  was  the  principal  sum  of  that 
debt  paid  to  the  Governor's  children.  The  interest  was  never 
paid;  and  the  property  which  was  wrested  from  him  by  the 
sheriff'  to  pay  what  he  had  borrowed  for  the  United  States,  is 
to-day  worth  millions.'' 

The  pecuniary  embarrassments  from  which  Governor  Tomp- 
kins suffered  during  his  latter  days  unquestionably  hastened  his 
death.     In  his  letter  to  Comi)troller  Melntyre  in  1819,  he  wrote: 

"By  what  act  of  my  life,  either  public  or  private,  have  I  for- 
feited the  right  to  the  same  equity  and  justice  which  would  be 
freely  dispensed  to  any  other  citizen*?  Of  thanks,  sir,  I  have 
had  enough;  of  the  conlideuce,  affection,  and  support  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  army,  the  navy,  and  militia,  more  than  I  merited;  of 
factions,  opposition,  calumny,  detraction  and  abuse,  an  unexam- 
pled portion; — but  of  remuneration,  indemnity,  equity  or  jus- 
tice, nothing." 

And  what  can  be  more  j)athetic  than  the  following  language: 

•*I  have  not  only  been  defeated  in  my  expectations  of  the  per- 
formance of  the  public  faith,  but  have  been  traduced  and  calum- 
niated for  years  tliroughout  this  community  as  a  villain  and 
swindler,  merely  been  use  I  could  not  perform  the  engagements  I 
had  made,  owing  to  the  non-performance  of  the  pledges  of  the 
government  to  me.  *  ♦  ♦  They  have  had  no  cares  to 
encounter,  no  prison  to  brave,  no  family  to  weep  over,  no  sor- 
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ro\vs  to  afflict  ihein.  But  to  me,  for  the  toilsome  days,  sleepless 
nights,  anxious  cares,  domestic  bereavements,  impaired  consiitu- 
tion,  debilitated  body,  unjust  abuse  and  censure,  and  accumu- 
lated pecuniary  embarrassments,  nothing  is  yielded; — for  which 
treatment,  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  the  whole  treasury  of  the  coun- 
try can  never  atone." 

In  his  younger  days,  before  his  tinancial  difficulties  over- 
wiielmed  him,  he  was  genial,  whole-souled  and  alfable  to  all, 
and  while  always  <lignilied,  appeared  to  be  unconscious  of  his 
greatness  or  the  greatness  of  the  position  which  he  held.  The 
fact  that  many  of  his  most  virulent  opponents  believed  him  to  be 
innocent  of  all  wrong-doing  and  guilty  only  of  Ciirelessness  and 
ignorance  of  business  methods,  would  indicate  the  purity  of  his 
characrer.  and  the  res]icet  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people 
and  the  aft'ection  which  they  had  for  him.  He  is  buried  in 
t^t.  Clark's  <hur(hyard.  New  York  city.  The  only  monument  to  his 
memory,  i-reiti-d  ]>y  friend  w  the  State  or  the  Nation  in  whose  be- 
half he  d'-voted  the  best  yejifs  of  lijs  life,  and  to  maintain  ^\■hose 
credit,  lionor  and  jiosition  among  the  Nations  of  the  earth,  he  for- 
feited his  ricdit,  sui  rendered  his  f(»itunt'  and  died  a  bankrupt,  is 
the  protile  b;is  itdief  recently  cut  in  out^  of  the  corltels  of  the  great 
Western  Staircase  of  the  Capitol  at  Albany. 

nUGIL  HASTINGS, 

State  II  is  to  I  inn. 
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JOHN  JAY,  GOVEKNOR. 

General  Orders.  Albany,  Stb  March,  1800. 

In  council,  Resolved  that  all  Adjutants  of  Regiments  and 
^ho  by  Law  have  rank  of  Lieutenants  shall  be  promoted 
to  the  Rank  of  all  superior  grades  successively  iii  the  Regi- 
ment, according  to  the  dates  of  their  prior  Commissions  of 
Lieutenants  or  Captains  in  the  Brigade  in  case  they  shall  have 
such  prior  Commissions;  and  when  an  Adjutant  shall  rank  as 
eldest  Captain  and  the  ].lace  of  second  Maj-.r  be  vacant  he 
shall  if  in  other  respects  proper  and  qualified  on  the  principal 
of  senior  Rank  be  appointed  to  fill  that  vacancy,  and  take  Com- 
mand accordingly. 

Resolved,  that  in  all  cases  where  a  Quarter  or  Paymaster  has 
been  or  shall  be  taken  from  among  the  Commissioned  Officers 
of  the  line  he  shall  on  the  principal  of  rank  have  the  same  title 
to  promotion  as  if  he  had  remained  in  th^'  line. 
Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 


A  CALL  FOU  Tin:  CV.SVAlM.  IIF.TURNS. 

Q  Q  .  Headquarters,  April  9th,  ISOl. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  all  the  returns  of 
the  Vacancies  of  Officers,  Strenght(?)  of  the  Regiments  or  Sep- 
arate (?)  Battalions,  their  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.,  in  the 
Mulitia(?;i  of  this  State  be  nmde  to  the  Brigadier  General  or 
Officer  Commanding  the  Ilrigade  to  which  such  Regiment  or 
Seperatel?)  Battalion  is  attached;  who  will  cause  the  Brigade 
Inspector  to  makr-  an  aggr.-aie  tlu-reof.  (agreeable  to  the  forms 
prescribed)  before  the  annual  Stated  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
and  forward  it  to  this  „nir,.  — none  will  be  received  but  what 
are  made  tbn.ugh  this  channel.     All  n-signations  must  be  made 


(?     ».'     -r-ly. 


1  ;t  ''■•> 


118  Annual  Report  of  the 

to  the  Major  Geuerals,  agreeable  to  Law,  those  made  to  the 
Contrary,  will  be  Considered  informal  and  cannot  be  received. 
By  order  of  bis  Excellency: 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  FIRST  LIGHT  INFANTRY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,* 

The  uniformed  Companies  of  General  Boyd's  Brigade  hav- 
ing solicited  to  be  formed  into  a  Regiment  with  the  approbation 
of  their  Brigade  Commander,  it  is  Order'd  that  the  said  Com- 
panies be  accordingly  formed  into  a  Regiment  to  be  denominated 
the  first  Light  Infantry,  and  that  the  feild  (?)  and  staff  assigned 
by  the  said  General  are  the  feild  (?)  and  staff  of  said  Regiment, 
Vizt. 

By  Order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Genl. 


INDISPOSITION     PREVENTS    THE     ADJUTANT     GENERAL    FROM     MAKING 
RETURNS. 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Albanv,  Februarv  10th,  1801. 
Sir:— 

The  low  state  of  health  of  the  late  Adjutant  General  prevents 
him  from  making  a  r«-turu  of  the  Public  Papers  attached  to  this 
Office,  this  circunistaiire  causes  my  delaying  to  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  the  State  of  the  Militia  until  new  returns 
can  be  obtain^'d.  you  will  therefore  please  to  forward  to  me  as 
early  as  possible,  returns  of  iIk-  Division  of  Militia,  under  your 
Command. 

By  ord.T  of  the  ConuiKirMb'r  in  Chief: 

Sol  V:in  Rrnss.'l;u'r,  Adjt.  Genl. 
Major  Genl.  Mich!  Myt-i-a. 


•Not  includ.d  In  th«  r-iP'^rs  of  Danl.-I  D.  Tompkins.    Takon  from  the  Gonpral  Orders 
ot  the  Adjutmt-r,.  cerars  offl'-a. 
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GEORGE  CLINTOX,  GOVERNOR. 

■General  Orders.  City  of  Albany,  December  16th,  1801. 

The  Court  Martial  (whereof  Brigadier-General  (George)  Doo- 
little  was  President)  Instituted  by  Major  General  (Michael) 
Myers  commanding  the  fifth  Division  of  the  Militia  of  the  State 
for  the  Trial  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Benjamin  TTovey*  on  the 
following  charges: 

1st.  For  openly  and  Intentionally  violating  the  Orders  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  first  of  April,  1801; 


♦  Under  tlie  law  passed  April  4.  17S2.  by  the  Now  York  Legislature,  entitled  "  An  Act 
to  regulate  the  Militia."  the  rank  of  Colonel  was  abolished  by  Section  4,  which  reads; 

"  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  other  inability,  to  serve  of  any  Colonel 
now  commanding  a  regiment,  no  Colonel  shall  thereafter  be  appointed  thereto.  That 
such  regiment  and  all  others  not  now  commanded  by  a  Colonel  shall  henceforth  be 
commanded  by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel." 

By  Chapter  25,  Laws  of  iTSG,  it  was  provided,  "  That  each  regiment  shall  be  com- 
manded by  three  field  officers,  viz.:  One  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  and  two 
Majors." 

May  S.  1792,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  an  Act,  "  More  Effectually  to 
Provide  for  the  National  Defence  by  Establishing  a  Uniform  Militia  Throughout  the 
United  States,"  in  which  the  provision  was  made:  "  That  the  said  militia  shall  be 
officered  by  the  representative  states  as  follows:  •  *  •  ;  to  each  regiment  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant."  This  Act  was  re-enacted  and  put  in  force  in  New 
York  State  by  Chapter  43,  passed  March  1'.  17f'3.  All  subsequent  State  militia  legislation 
was  based  upon  the  United  States  Act  of  1792  for  many  years. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  continued  as  the  ranking  offlcer  all  through  the 
War  of  1812,  and  until  May  1st,  181G,  when  the  14th  Congress  passed  an  Act  which  is 
knowa  as  "  Chapter  64."  in  which  it  was  provided:  "  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next  instead  of  one  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Commandant  to  each  regiment, 
•  •  •  there  shall  be  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major  to  each 
regiment  of  militia." 

July  S,  1S16,  the  Council  of  Appointment  of  NVw  York  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

"  Resolved  that  the  several  persons  now  holding  the  Commission  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  the  several  regiments  of  Infantry,  Artillery,  Cavalry,  Horse  Artillery  and 
Riflemen  of  this  State  be  deemed  and  respected  as  Colonels  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next  and  that  their  relative  rank  as  colonels  shall  be  the  same  as  their  present 
rank.  That  all  first  Majors  be  deemed  and  respected  as  Lieutenant-Colonels  and  shall 
have  thi>  same  relative  rank  as  Lieutenant-Colonels  which  they  now  have  as  first 
Majors  and  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonels  aud  first  Majors  are  hereby  respectively  ap- 
pointed to  said  offices  with  such  relative  rank  accordingly. 

"  Resolvi'd  that  the  Adjutnnt-G'^neral  forthwith  cause  a  list  or  roster  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Color,ils  and  first  Major.s  .embraced  in  the  preceding  Ursolutions,  with  the  dates  of 
their  r.  spictive  Coinrais.iions,  to  be  made  out,  certified  and  filed  in  the  otfice  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  that  the  Secretary  issue  new  commissions  to  them  as  Colonels 
and  Lii  uteuant-Coloucls  respecti^'''!/  with  rank  from  the  dates  of  their  present  Com- 
missions according  to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  20th  April,   ISltJ." 
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2iK],  For  neglecting  bis  Duty  and  publicly  disobeying  and  con- 
temning lirigndior-Oeneral  (Jonathan)  Forman's  Orders  of  the 
20th  of  Aj.ril.  ISOl,  having  found  him  guilty  and  sentenced  him  to 
be  removed  from  that  office  and  the  sentence  being  approved  by 
Major  General  Myers,  ^as  appealed  from  by  Lieutenant  Col'l 
Hovey  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  whom  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  Court  have  been  transmitted. 

On  this  appeal,  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  examined  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Court  with  that  care  and  attention  which 
his  Duty  and  disi,osition  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  from  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  Militia  to  their  superiors  in  command, 
and  the  important  consequences  affecting  the  Officer  who  is  the 
.object  of  those  proceedings  could  not  fail  to  excite. 

The  opinion  resulting  from  this  review  requires  that  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  on  which  it  was  founded  should  be  detailed, 
as  well  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  irregularities  sin.ilar  to  those 
occurring  in  this  Case  as  to  admonish  the  Officers  to  whom  sen- 
tences of  Courts  martial  are  by  Law  submitted  of  their  Duty 
carefully  to  examine  the  proceedings  before  they  pronounce  their 
determination  on  them. 

It  is  with  some  concern  the  Command.^-  in  Chief  has  remarked 
that  instead  of  stating  in  these  proceedings  the  interrogatories 
put  to  the  Witness  and  his  answers,  in  the  form  which  has  been 
well  established  by  long  and  uniform  practice  the  substance  of 
the  Testimony  has  meidy  been  inserted. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  it  appears  that  Major  Ray 
was  the  only  ^Vitness  produced  at  the  Trial  in  support  of  the 
Charges:  i!,at  he  d.livon-d  to  Jam-^s  Clover  Lsq'r  a  Utter  writ- 
ten by  (ieneral  Forman  which  contained  the  Orders  of  the  Com- 
mander in  D.i.-f  dalcd  April  1.  IsOl  the  Copy  of  which  Letter  is 
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annexed  to  the  proceedings,  and  referred  to,  and  marked  E,  with- 
out stating  to  whom  the  said  Letter  was  directed,  or  when  the 
same  was  so  delivered;  that  he  afterwards  saw  in  the  hands  of 
Lieutenant  Col.  Hover,  but  without  stating  when  the  letter 
which  he  gave  to  Mr,  Glover,  but  did  not  know  that  the  Orders 
ever  came  to  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Col.  Hovey.  That  he  heard 
Lieutenant  Col,  Hovey  say  that  he  should  not  obey  the  Orders  or 
that  he  should  not  pay  any  attention  to  them,  but  without  stat- 
ing at  what  time  or  under  what  Circumstances  this  happened  or 
to  what  order's  these  expressions  alluded. 

That  in  addition  to  this  evidence  a  paper  was  produced  to  the 
Court  by  General  Forman  as  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Col,  Hovey 
to  Major  Eay,  dated  the  19th  3Iay,  ISOl,  which  paper  is  also  an- 
nexed to  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  and  referred  to  as  marked 
F,  without  any  proof  or  admission  relative  to  it. 

Upon  examining  the  Papers  referred  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
discovered  that  the  Paper  marked  E,  and  referred  to  in  Major 
Ray's  Testimony  as  containing  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  of  the  1st  of  April  purports  to  be  Brigade  Orders  of  the 
19th  of  that  Month  by  which  General  Forman,  among  other  things 
directs  Lieutenant  Col.  Hovey  to  parade  his  regiment  on  the  Sth 
of  June  following  and  that  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
do  not  appear  in  any  part  of  the  said  proceedings,  other  than  by  a 
general  reference  to  them  in  such  Brigade  orders  without  particu- 
larizing their  import  and  that  the  letter  referred  to  as  Lieut't  Col. 
Hovey's,  instead  of  being  an  Original,  imports  to  be  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  from  Lieut't  Col,  Hovoy  to  ^lajor  Kay  and  certified  to  be 
such  by  the  hitter. 

It  also  appears  from  these  proceedings  that  the  Orders  for  Con- 
veniiig  a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of  Lieut,  Col,  Hovey  preceded 
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the  iiotitlcaiioii  to  liim  of  bis  arrest  and  a  service  of  a  Copy  of  the 
Charges  on  whieh  it  was  founded.  That  the  Charges  on  which  he 
was  tried,  varied  from  those,  a  copy  of  which  was  served  on  him. 

That  his  application  for  an  adjournment  because  he  had  only 
six  days  after  the  notification  of  bis  intended  trial  to  prepare  him- 
self, because  his  witnesses  lived  in  other  Counties  and  the  place 
of  abode  of  the  President  of  the  Court  Martial  was  sixty  miles 
distant  from  his  own  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  procuring  pre- 
cepts in  time  to  ('onipel  their  aitendance,  with  the  addition  of  his- 
Oath  that  their  testimony  was  material,  was  over-ruled. 

1st,  Because  it  was  unprecedented; 

2d,  Because  it  appeared  that  the  evidence  in  support  of  the 
Charges  was  such  that  if  sueh  an  adjournment  was  granted  it 
would  be  out  of  the  power  of  Lieut.  Col.  Ilovey  to  exculpate  him- 
self from  the  charges. 

The  Act  to  Organize  the  Militia  of  this  State  directs  that  if  any 
officer  shall  be  arrested  by  virtu<^  of  this  Act,  the  Charges  shall 
be  particularly  set  fi>rth  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  arresting 
officer,  a  copy  whereof  .shall  be  delivered  to  such  officer  so  arrested^ 
or  left  at  his  Jisiuil  place  of  abode,  within  three  days  after  such 
arrest;  and  the  [x-rson  so  arrestt-d  shall  not  be  held  to  answer  to 
any  matter  whatsoever  not  set  forth  in  such  charge,  and  by  the 
Act  entitled  "  An  Aer  further  to  amend  the  Laws  relative  to  the 
Militia  of  this  State  "  It  is  provided  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Oftieer  dire(te<l  by  Law,  to  Ord.r  any  Court  Martial  for  the 
trial  of  Otbi-ersTo  <  hder  th»'  same  within  thirty  days  after  receiv- 
ing a  Cojiy  of  the  arrest  and  the  Charges  on  which  the  arrest  is 
made.    ' 

Upon  comparing:  the  pro.M-edings  of  this  Court  Martial  with  the 
directions  contain. d  in  the  preceding  extracts  of  the  Militia  Laws. 
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and  tostitifj  them  h\  the  general  principles  of  Justice,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  decidedly  of  opinion: 

"  That  the  issuing  of  an  Order  for  the  Convening  of  a  Court 
Martial  to  try  an  Officer  on  an  Arrest  before  the  Arrest  is  actually 
made  and  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  on  which  it  is  founded  delivered 
to  such  Officer  or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  as  well  as  the 
trial  of  such  Officer  on  charges  varying  from  those  so  served  on 
him  is  illegal  and  improper.  That  a  general  charge  of  disobedi- 
ence of  Orders  without  stating  the  Import  of  them  or  the  precise 
point  of  duty  on  which  the  charge  is  founded,  is  insufficient  and 
contrary  to  Law. 

"  That  the  reason  assigned  by  the  Court  Martial  for  refusing  an 
adjournment  when  application  was  made  in  the  usual  way  sup- 
ported by  an  Oath,  are  repugnant  to  Justice,  incorrect  and  unten- 
able; for  aught  that  appears  if  an  adjournment  had  taken  place 
Lieut't  Col.  Hovey  might  have  shewn  a  compliance  with  the 
orders,  which  ir  is  alleged  he  had  disobeyed  or  have  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  a  breach  of  them  which  might  have  been  unavoid- 
able and  of  Course  not  Criminal;  and  lastly, 

"  That  no  evidence  of  the  disobedience  of  any  Order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  1st  of  April,  nor  of  a  Brigade  order  of  the 
20th  April  of  Brigadier-General  Forraan.  appears  to  have  been 
produced  to  the  Courts,  and  that  even  if  the  Brigade  order  of  the 
19th  of  that  month  was  intended,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  ever 
came  to  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Col.  Hovey,  nor  does  it  appear 
from  the  proceedings  whatever  might  have  been  the  truth  of  the 
Case,  that  it  was  not  complied  with;  no  proof  having  been  made 
that  he  actually  neglected  his  duty  or  disol)eyed  the  orders. 

"  For  these  reasons  the  Commander  in  Chief  disapproves  of  the 


^24  Annual  Rei'ort  of  the 

sentence,  annuls  it,  and  Orders  Lieutenant  Coll.  Hovey  discharged 
from  Liis  arrest." 

The  Commander  in  Chief  regrets  that  on  this  occasion  he  has 
presented  to  his  view  the  appointment  by  Brigade  Orders  of  three 
additional  Brigade  Majors  or  Brigade  Judge-Advocates,  and  a 
Brigade  Quartermaster,  a  measure  which  his  duty  compels  him  to 
discountenance  as  Injurious  to  the  service,  unauthorized  by  Law, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State. 


CAI-T.  PHINEAS  STEVENS  Al'PEALS  FROM  THE  SENTENCE  OF  A  COURT 
MARTIAL  WITH  SUCCESS. 

General  Orders :  City  of  Albany,  January  2d,  1802. 

On  the  appeal  of  Captain  Bhineas  Stevens,  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel (John)  Tillotson's  regiment,  in  General  (Benjamin)  Ledyard's 
brigade,  from  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  whereof 
Lieut.-Col.  l^^•ilh(•ImuM  Mynderse  was  Bresident,  which  was  held 
at  the  village  of  Aurora,  in  the  town  of  Scipio,  on  the  2Sth  day  of 
October  last  for  his  trial; 

The  Comman.h.r  in  Chief  has  CAumined  the  i.roceedings  of  said 
Court  aiid  observes  with  great  regret  from  the  Testimony  which 
was  befoi-e  the  Court  that  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Stevens  justly 
subj<>cted  him  ti.  the  imputation  of  disobedience  of  orders  and 
other  improprieties  highly  unbecoming  in  an  officer,  and  more 
esi.eclally  in  one  of  his  rank,  and  he  should  certainly  approve  of 
the  prore.diMgs  of  the  Conrt  Martial  had  the  particular  instance 
of  his  disob.,li..,i.e.  n».gl.-rr  of  Duty  and  unollicerlike  conduct, 
been  sp.Titi.d  in  tl,.-  rhar^.s  oxhil.i,,..!  against  him,  and  on  such 
he  was  irird.  but  whi.-l,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  .case. 
It  is  a  prinripl..  of  La vv  n-co-ni/.'d  by  th.'  Act  to  Organize  the 
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Militia,  that  no  person  shall  be  fonnd  to  answer  to  a  charge  un- 
less the  same  be  delined  with  proper  precision  and  certainty, 
without  which  a  defence  cannot  be  made  but  under  great  disad- 
vantages. 

The  officers  of  the  Militia  are  particularly  interested  in  a  rigid 
adheranco  to  this  provision.  The  proceedings  of  Courts  ^lartial 
are  in  general  more  summary  than  in  other  Courts,  and  it  is  only 
by  a  timely  iK.tice  of  the  particular  charge  which  he  is  to  be 
tried  for.  that  the  party  arrested  can  prepare  himself  for  his  de- 
fence. In  the  present  case  it  does  not  appear  that  Capt.  Stevens 
was  apprised  what  were  the  orders  which  were  disobeyed,  or  in 
what  respect  he  had  been  guilty  of  an  unofficerlike  conduct  or 
neglect  of  duty,  however  exceptionable;  therefore  his  conduct  ap- 
peared to  the  Court  who  had  but  too  much  reason  to  recommend 
his  removal.  The  Commander  in  Chief  seeing  that  so  salutary  and 
important  a  provision  in  the  Law  has  not  been  complied  with, 
finds  himself  compelled  to  disapprove  of  the  sentence  of  the  said 
Court  which  is  hereby  annulled  and  the  said  Captain  Stevens 
accordinglv  discharged  from  his  arrest. 


AN  OFFICIAL  DISPUTE  OVER  ORDNANCE. 

Albany,  21st  February,  1S02. 
Sir:— 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  directions  I  have  examined  the 
condition  of  the  brass  Ordnance  in  the  city  of  Schenectady,  and  in 
the  village  of  Lausingburgh.  The  two  pieces  (three-pounders)  in 
the  former  place  I  found  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Teller  who  com- 
mands the  Company  of  Artillory  in  that  Ciiy,  housed  and  in  good 
Order  with  all  the  e(inipments  Originally  delivered  complete  and 
uninjured.  I  have,  therefore,  conformably  to  your  Or<h'rs  in  such 
case,  left  them  under  his  care  for  the  use  of  liis  Company. 
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At  Laiisinyl.ui-jj:li,  I  also  found  two  Brass  three  pounders.  These 
Avere  in  a  stable  the  harness  partly  covered  with  dung  and  with 
the  other  equipments  (many  of  which  are  missing  and  others  of 
them  broken  and  injured)  were  in  a  ruinous  condition.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  and,  accordingly 
to  your  Excellency's  intention,  to  have  them  removed  from  thence 
and  deposited  in  the  arsenal  at  Albany,  but  I  found  this  imprac- 
ticable owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Person,  a  Capt.  (Joseph) 
Alexander,  in  whose  possession  they  were,  to  deliver  them  to  me 
without  a  Written  Order  from  your  Excellency  for  this  purpose. 
I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  issue 
such  Order  that  I  may  meet  with  no  further  difficulty  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  informed  that  altho'  there  are 
Officers  for  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  this  place,  there  are  no 
privates  nor  has  there  been  any  parade  for  these  two  years  past. 
so  that  it  would  be  useless  to  leave  these  pieces  in  their  present 
situation,  even  if  better  care  were  taken  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Servant, 
John  McLean,  Com'y  Mil'y  Stores. 
(Commissary  of  Military  Stores.) 
To  Plis  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

Adjutant  (leneral's  Office.  February  28th.  1801. 
General  Orders: 

You  are  requested  to  deliver  the  ordnance  in  your  possession  to 
Capt.  Jos.q.h  Alexander  of  the  Artillery  in  the  Limits  of  your 
Regiment. 

Uy  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

-  .  Adjt.  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  Com't,  Derick  Latie. 
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REACHING  FOR  A  HIGH  STANDARD  OF  DISCIPLINE. 

Oeneral  Orders:  City  of  Albany,  April  12tli,  1S02. 

Pursuant  to  an  Act  passed  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Brigade  Inspectors  are  in  future  to  review  and  Inspect  the 
Militia,  composing  their  different  Brigades,  and  the  Commander 
in  Chief  wishing  to  give  every  accommodation  of  which  this  ar- 
rangement is  susceptible,  has  thought  proper  to  direct  the  Briga- 
dier Generals  and  officers  commanding  Brigades,  to  Order  the 
Kegiments.  Companies  of  Artillery  and  Cavalry  within  their 
Brigades,  to  parade  for  the  next  Annual  Review  and  Inspection 
on  such  days  previous  to  the  15th  of  October  as  shall  be  most 
■convenient  for  the  Militia  to  attend. 

The  Act  above  alluded  to  authorizes  an  increase  of  the  fines  for 
delinquencies,  and  the  commanding  Officers  are  to  see  that  the 
different  provisions  of  that  Law  are  faithfully  executed. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  however,  relying  on  the  Patriotism 
and  good  sense  of  the  Militia,  flatters  himself  that  few.  if  any,  will 
be  found  so  regardless  of  their  duty  as  to  incur  penalties  of  the 
Law.  The  Brigade  Inspectors  are  to  make  their  Inspection 
returns  to  the  Adjutant  General,  on  or  before  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber next,  agreeable  to  the  forms  with  which  he  is  directed  to 
furnish  them,  noting  in  such  returns  the  Kegiments  and  Com- 
panies which  shall  have  made  the  most  soldierly  appearance  on 
parade  and  best  performed  their  duties,  that  merit  may  be  known 
and  appreciated  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Inconveniences  have  frequently  boon  experienced  for  want  of 
returns  of  the  names,  grndfs  and  relative  rank  of  the  officers  of 
the  different  corps,  especially  in  the  making  of  appointments 
affecting  rank;  The  Brigade  Generals  and  Officers  commanding 
Brigades  are  therefore  rctinested  to  cause  such  returns  to  be  made 
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without  delay  and  transmitted  with  the  Aiiuiial  Inspectiou  re- 
turus  to  the  Adjutant  General,  previously  taking  the  necessary 
measures  to  have  all  disputes  respecting  rauk  determined. 

The  Goverumeut  of  the  United  States  having  placed  their 
principal  reliance  on  the  ^lilitia,  as  the  best  and  safest  defence 
of  our  Country  against  hostile  invasions,  and  a  Knowledge  of 
Military  Tactics  being  indispensably  necessary  to  enable  them 
efGciently  to  execute  the  important  trust  reposed  in  them,  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  exhorts  the  ^Militia  as  they  value 
the  inestimable  privileges  they  enjoy  as  citizens,  to  ]>ay  a  strict 
and  faithful  attention  to  those  duties  which  they  owe  to  their 
country  as  soldiers;  and  he  particularly  recommends  it  to  the 
oflicers  to  be  diligent  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  military  dis- 
cipline and  iu  diffusing  that  knowledge  through  the  body  of  the 
Militia  by  encouraging  with  their  presence  and  example  frequent 
Toluntarj'  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  in  arms. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  also  embraces  this  opportunity  of 
recommending  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  unifornuty  of  dress 
on  field  days  not  only  as  ornamental  but  highly  conducive  to 
Order  and  diseipline;  and  in  those  counties  where  the  Ritlle  dress 
is  substituted  for  the  established  uniform  this  measure  instead 
of  proving  expensive,  he  is  persuaded,  will  be  found  consistent 
with  economy. 

The  Adjutant  General  will  make  the  "necessary  arrangements 
with  the  Commanding  OtTicers  of  those  Brigades  at  whose  review 
and  Inspection-  he  is  directed  personally  to  attend. 


CAPT.  DAVIt)  I.ONG  DISCrRACIXJ  FOR  CONDI'CT  UNP.i:<'OMIXG  A  SOLDIER. 

General  Orders:  City  of  Albany,  March  4th,  1S03. 

The  Court  ^lartial  wherodf  I.ieut.  Col.  Simeon  De  Rider  was 
President,  (Ordered  by  Lieut.  Colonel  David  Thomas,  commandant 
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of  a  Brigade  of  Militia,  in  the  County  of  Washington  for  the  trial 
of  Capt.  David  Long  of  said  Bi-igade  on  the  following  charges: 

To  David  Long,  Captain  of  a  Company  in  a  Regiment  of  Militia, 
in  the  County  of  Washington,  lately  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
David  Thomas  in  the  Brigade  under  my  command. 

Sir:— 

You  are  hereby  arrested,  and  the  following  charges  are  hereby 
exhibited  against  you,  to  wit: 

Charge  1st,  That  the  said  David  Long  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  past,  at  Salem,  in  said  county  being  the  day  and 
place  when  and  where  the  said  Regiment  was  Ordered  to  parade 
for  Review  and  Inspection  by  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  said 
Brigade,  did  not  march  with  the  company  then  and  there  under 
his  Command  to  the  place  in  said  Regiment  which  was  assigned 
for  the  same  by  Major  David  Gray,  Commandant  thereof,  when  he 
was  directed  to  do  so  by  David  Corswell,  Adjutant  of  said  Regi- 
ment, although  the  said  Adjutant  did  inform  him,  the  said  Cap- 
tain, that  it  was  the  orders  of  the  said  Major  Gray; 

2nd,  That  the  said  Captain  David  Long,  on  the  day  and  at  the 
place  aforesaid,  did  refuse  or  neglect  to  march  the  said  company, 
or  to  order  the  said  company  to  march  to  the  place  in  the  said 
Regiment  assigned  for  the  same  as  aforesaid  when  Ordered  or 
directed  by  the  said  Major  Gray; 

3d,  That  the  said  Capt.  David  Long  on  the  day  and  at  the 
place  aforesaid,  (when  the  rear  rank  of  said  Regiment  had  taken 
distance  and  the  otlicers  had  advanced  in  front  and  dressed  on 
a  line)  did  si  and  with  (tnc  hand  on  tbe  hilt  of  his  sword  and  the 
point  thereof  on  tho  ground,  and  did  continue  to  hold  his  sword 
in  that  position   whilo  the  Commander  of  the  Brigade  passed 
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along  in  front  of  the  line  of  Officers  in  review  of  the  said  Kegi- 
ment; 

4th,  That  the  said  Capt.  David  Long  on  the  day  and  at  the 
place  aforesaid,  did  refuse  or  neglect,  to  order  the  Plattoon  under 
his  command  to  carry  arms  when  Ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  said  Brigade. 

David  Thomas,  Lieut.  Co.,  Commd't, 

and  Commandant  of  the  Brigade. 
8oIem,  30th  October,  1S02. 

And  the  Sentence  is  Approved  h'j  tJie  Conunander-in-cluef. 
Having  found  him,  the  said  Capt.  David  Long  guilty  of  the 
several  Charges  and  sentenced  him  to  be  removed  from  that 
Office,  and  the  sentence  being  approved  by  the  said  Lieut't  Col. 
David  Thomas,  as  commandant  of  the  said  Brigade,  was  appealed 
from,  by  Captain  Long,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  whom  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Court  have  been  transmitted,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  having  on  this  appeal  examined  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  Court  and  finding  them  to  be  regular,  and  the  Charges 
substantiated,  has  thought  proper  to  confirm  the  said  sentence 
and  Orders  it  to  be   carried  into  execution. 

A  Court  Martial  is  Ordered  for  Rim. 
Brigade  Orders:  Salem,  ]S'ovember  1st,  1S02. 

Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  De  Kider,  Major  John  Mills,  Captains  David 
Rood,  Andrew  Lytle,  William  McLean,  John  Tomb,  and  Dyer 
Cleavelaud,  Lieutenants  Robert  Stuart,  Moses  Rice  and  John  I. 
Campbell  and  Ensigns  Stephen  Robinson,  William  Russel  and 
Solomon  Root  are  apj^ointed  a  Coui-t"  Martial  of  which  Lieut.  Col. 
De  liider  is  ]*i'fsidt>nt,  for  the  trial  of  Captain  David  Long  of  the 
Rogimt'iit  of  Militia,  lately  Commanded  by  Lieut.  Colon'l  Thomas 
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in  the  Brigade  under  my  Command,  to  meet  at  the  house  of 

David  Corswell  in  Salem,  on  Friday  the  5th  day  of  this  Instant 

November,  at  nine  o'eloclc  in  the  forenoon  of  which  you  will  take 

notice  and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 

David  Thomas,  Lieut.  Col., 

Comm't.  and  Comm't.  of  the  Brigade. 

To  Capt.  David  Long. 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  February  21st,  1S03. 
Sir: 

You  will  please  to  deliver  to  Capt.  Joseph  Kirkland  a  six- 
pounder  brass  field  piece,  with  the  implements  complete,  taking 
the  usual  vouchers  for  the  same. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency. 
(To)  John  McLean,  Esq'r., 

Comm'y  Mil'y  Stores,  N.  York. 


GENERAL  ORDER  FOR   THE   ANNUAL    REVIEW   OF  1803. 

G.  0.:  Albany,  April  20th,  1S03. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  submits  it  to  the  Brigadier  Generals 
and  Officers  commanding  Brigades  to  appoint  the  time  for  the 
annual  reviews  and  Inspections  of  their  respective  Brigades  in 
order  that  the  convenience  of  the  Militia  may  be  consulted. 

By  an  Act  Passed  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Brigadier  Generals,  and  officers  Commanding  Brigades,  are  to 
attend  the  annual  reviews  and  Inspections  of  their  different  Regi- 
ments and  Corps  to  give  such  orders  as  shall  appear  to  them 
bt-st  calculated  to  improve  the  system  of  I^^lilitary  discipline 
established  by  Law,  and  for  improvement  in  Military  exercise 
and  manoeuvres  and  to  give  timely  notice  to  the  ilajor  General 
of  the  Division  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  of  the  times 
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fixed  for  the  annual  reviews  and  Inspections,  to  the  end,  that  he 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  a  portion  thereof  every 
year. 

By  the  same  Act  the  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and 
Battalions  are  to  make  returns  in  due  form  of  their  respective 
Corps,  to  the  Offict-r  Commanding  the  Brigade,  within  one 
Month  after  the  annual  review  and  Inspection,  together  with  a 
return  of  vacancies  and  other  casualties,  naming  therein  the 
Persons  entitled  to  promotion;  from  which  last  mentioned  re- 
turns the  Brigadiers  are  to  form  brigade  returns,  and  transmit 
the  same  to  the  Coiuraander  in  Chief  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  every  Year,  and  as  soon  as  may  be  to  make  Brigade 
returns  to  the  Major  General  of  the  division. 

As  these  duties  are  enjoined  by  Law  and  are  essential  to  the 
Public  service,  the  Commander  in  Chief  expects  they  will  be 
faithfully  performed. 

To  prevent  irreguhirities  and  imperfections  in  returns,  the  Ad- 
jutant General  is  directed  to  transmit  blank  forms  to  the  differ- 
ent Corps. 

It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  regular  promotion  of  Offi- 
cers that  their  relative  rank  be  ascertained;  Boards  of  Officers 
are  therefore  to  be  ajtpointed  in  each  brigade,  by  the  command- 
ing officer  thereof  for  this  purpose,  without  delay.  As  appoint- 
ments will  in  future  be  made  in  the  Order  that  the  returns  of 
vacancies  are  received,  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  Officers  that 
those  returns  be  promptly  made:  and  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mendf'<l.  that  they  be  forwarch'd  to  the  Adjutant-Generars  office 
as  early  as  tlie  first  of  Janunry,  so  that  time  may  be  afforded  for 
completing  the  appointments  and  promotions  and  issuing  the 
Commissions  in  the  course  of  the  Winter. 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  conceives  it  to  be  a  peculiar  Duty  at 

this  important  crisis  of  our  Public  atl'airs,  to  exhort  the  Militia 

to  use  every  exertion  to  provide  themselves  with  arms,  and  for 

their    Improvement    in    Military  discipline    and    knowledge  of 

tactics;    Government  relies  on  them  for  national  defence;    and 

from  the  opinion  the  Commander  in  Chief  entertains  of  their 

patriotism  he  flatters  himself  it  will  be  their  first  pride  to  render 

themselves  eminently  worthy  of  the  high  confidence  reposed  in 

them. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Gen'l. 


SERIOUS  CHARGE  AGAINST  THREE  OFFICERS. 

G.  O.:  Albany,  10th  August,  1S03. 

Complaints  having  been  exhibited  to  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, on  the  19th  day  of  March  last,  by  Joseph  P.  Dibble  and 
John  Herman,  charging  Beriah  Phelps,  a  Major,  Thomas  Trues- 
dale,  a  Captain,  and  Xathaniel  Kellogg,  a  Lieutenant,  in  the  Kegi- 
ment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Columbia,  commanded  by  Charles 
McKinstry,  Esq'r.  with  intoxication  at  a  Court  Martial  held  in 
January  last  of  which  they  were  Members.  Whereupon  the  Coun- 
cil on' the  Sth  April  last  came  to  the  following  resolution,  to  wit; 
''The  Council  agreeably  to  their  resolution  of  19th  of  the  last 
month,  having  heard  Major  Beriah  Phelps,  Capt.  Thomas  Trues- 
dale,  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Kellogg  in  their  vindication  on  the 
charges  exhil»ited  against  them,  and  it  apj^earing  to  the  Council 
that  the  Testimony  produced  as  well  in  support  of  the  charges 
against  the  said  Otlicers  as  in  tlieir  exculpation,  was  too  vague 
and  uncertain  to  enable  the  Council  to  form  a  correct  decision 
in  the  premises,  and,  inasmuch,  as  the  said  charges  if  substan- 
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tiated  are  of  sucli  a  nature  as  to  subject  the  said  officers  to  trial 
by  Court  Martial;  Therefore  Eesolved,  that  the  said  Complaints 
be  dismissed  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  be 
respectfully  requested  to  take  such  further  order  for  the  investi- 
gation of  the  said  charges  as  Justice  may  demand  and  the  good  of 
the  Public  Service  require." 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  thought  proper  to 
appoint  a  board  of  Officers  to  consist  of  Lieut.  Col's.  Samuel  Ten 
Broeck  and  Jonathan  Warner  and  ]Major  Bartholomew  I.  Van 
Yalkenburgh,  who  are  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  said 
charges. 

The  board  will  assemble  for  this  purpose  with  all  convenient 
speed,  (giving  timely  Notice  to  the  parties  of  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting),  and  report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  result 
of  their  enquiries.  The  Adjutant  General  will  procure  Copies  of 
such  affidavits  and  other  documents  respecting  this  subject  as 
remain  with  the  clerk  of  the  Council  and  cause  them  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  board  with  this  order. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj't.  Gen'l. 


PETER   FRYER  S  APPLICATION  TO   RAISE   A   LIGHT   INFANTRY  COMPANY 
IN  ALBANY. 

G.  O.:  Albany,  25th  September,  1803. 

Ai)i)ii(ation  having  bt-c.-n  nuidt'  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  by 
Peter  Fryer  for  leave  to  rai.se  a  volunteer  light  Infantry  Company 
in  the  City  of  Al!>aiiy.  the  same  is  reft-rr^-d  to  the  Adjutant 
General  to  rcpoir  (»ii  ilif  expediency  tlici-e(»f,  and  on  which  he 
will  take  the  opinion  of  the  ^lajor  General  of  the  division  residing 
in  the  said  <:ity.    The  Persc^is  prop(»sed  for  Officers  of  said  Com- 
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pany  have  expressed  tlieir  willingness  to  relinquish  any  right  of 

promotion  in  the  ordinary  Militia  Avhich  they  might  acquire  in 

virtue  of  their  appointments  to  Command  such  Company. 

George  Clinton. 
Albany,  2.j  Sept.,  1803. 


A  GENERAL  ORDER  FOR  OFFICERS. 

G.  O.:  Albany,  2nd  January,  1804. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  the  Adjutant  General  to  re- 
publish and  transmit  copies  of  the  following  standing  order  to 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  diUerent  Brigades,  to  Wit:  all 
Officers  are  to  report  the  acceptance  of  appointments  as  follows: 
Subalterns  to  the  Offi(;er  commanding  the  Company  to  which  they 
belong:  Captains,  Ollk-ers  commanding  Companies  and  Staff 
Officers,  to  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Regiment  or  Battalion  to 
which  they  belong;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant,  and  Officers 
commanding  Eegiments  or  District  Battalions,  to  the  Brigadier 
Generals  of  the  Brigade. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol  V.  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Geh'l. 


CHARGES  PREFERRED   AGAINST  AN  OFFICER. 

G.  O.:  Albany,  March  15th,  1801. 

Comphiint  having  been  made  to  Brigadier  General  James  (ior- 
don,  by  James  Guernsey,  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Artillery, 
against  Cai»tain  Dniiiel  Rathl)one  commanding  the  said  Com- 
pany for  improper  conduct  in  the  Execuiion  of  his  oitice,  and  tlu- 
sai«l  C<imj>Iaint  having  been  transmitted  by  tlie  T?rig'r  General 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he  has  been  pleased  to  Order  that 
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Lieut.  Col.  Price.  Major  Goodrich  and  ^Major  Asa  Porter,  form  a 
board  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  said  charges  and  that  they 
cause  the  parties  to  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  their 
meeting?,  and  that  they  make  report  of  the  facts  with  their  opinion 
thereon  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  without  dekiy.  The  Adjutant 
General  will  furnish  them  with  a  Copy  of  the  charges  as  stated 
in  the  complaint  and  of  the  letter  from  the  Brigadier  General 
transmitting  the  same. 

ANNUAL  REVIEW  AND  INSPECTION  OF  ISOl.  AND  GOV.  CLINTON'S  FARE- 
WELL WORDS  TO  THE  TROOPS. 

G.  O.:  City  of  Albany,  28th  March,  1804. 

The  different  Regiments  and  Corps  of  Militia  will  parade  for 
annual  Review  and  Inspection  on  such  days  as  shall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  their  respective  Brigadier  Generals.  In  mak- 
ing these  api>ointments,  the  convenience  of  the  Militia  is  to  be 
consulted,  and  timely  notice  given  to  the  Adjutant  General  and 
also  to  the  Major  Generals,  that  they  nuiy  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  present. 

To  prevent  the  inconveniences  occasioned  by  delays  in  making 
the  returns,  it  is  expected  that  in  future  the  ordinary  ones  will  be 
delivered  to  the  Brigade  Inspector  on  the  day  of  Inspection,  and 
that  those  of  vacancies  and  other  casualties,  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  respective  Brigadier  Generals  at  an  early  period,  there- 
after, so  that  they  may  be  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Adju- 
tant General  by  the  time  prescribed  for  that  purpose  by  Law. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  embraces  this  opportunity  as  it  is 
probably  the  last  that  will  pr<'sont  ilsclf,  of  expressing  to  the 
Militia  the  satisfaction  which  he  has  experienced  from  their  at- 
tention to  duty  and  Improvement  in  Military  knowledge,  and  the 


State  Historian.  137 

reliance  he  places  on  a  continuation  of  their  patriotic  exertions 
to  realize  the  expectations  of  their  country,  by  rendering  them- 
selves its  safe  and  formidable  defence. 


MORGAN  LEWIS,  GOVEKNOR. 

Adjutant  General's  Office,.  Headquarters,  City  of  Albany,  S  Nov'r, 

lSO-1. 

It  having  been  requested  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  the 
establishment  of  a  Troop  of  Horse  to  be  annexed  to  the  Regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Tabor  Bentleys,  of  the  Brigade 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  James  A.  Barker,  would  con- 
duce to  the  public  Service:  Ordered  that  such  company  be  es- 
tablished, provided  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Appointment 
shall  think  proper  to  appoint  the  necessary  officers  for  such  corps. 

G.  O.:         Headquarters,  City  of  Albany,  9th  November,  1S04. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  the 
Establishment  of  a  Troop  of  Horse  in  the  County  of  Essex  will 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  Public  Service,  it  is  therefore 
ordered  that  a  Troop  of  Horse  be  raised  accordingly  and  annexed 
as  soon  as  officered  by  the  Council  of  Appointment  to  the  Regi- 
ment commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Wright,  in  Brigadier 
General  (Benjamin)  Mooer's  Brigade. 


CHARGES   against  LIELT.   COL.   WARREN   FERRIS. 

G.  O.:  City  of  Albany.  February  5th.  1S05. 

Brigadier  General  David  Thomas  having  made  the  following 
complaints  on  tin'  12rh  September,  1S04,  against  Lieut.  Col.  War- 
ren Ferris  of  his  Bricrade,  vizt: 
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1st,  For  neglecting  to  make  a  return  of  Vacancies  and  other 
occurrences  in  the  Regiment  under  his  Command  for  the  Year 
1803,  when  at  the  same  time  there  was  an  Ensign  vacant  in  Cap- 
tain John  iStuart's  Company,  of  the  said  Regiment  and  a  Total 
want  of  officers  in  the  Hank  companies; 

2nd,  For  neglecting  to  make  a  return  to  the  Brigadier  General 
for  two  Years  last  past  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Mone}'  arising  from  lines  collected  in  his  said  Regiment; 

3d,  For  neglecting  to  make  any  disposition  of  the  Money  paid 
over  to  him  of  Fines  collected  in  his  said  Regiment,  when  it  ap- 
pears by  the  certiticate  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Wood,  that  he  did  as 
President  of  a  Court  3Iartial,  pay  over  to  him  the  said  Lieut,  Col. 
Ferris,  in  the  Month  of  February,  1801,  Eleven  Dollars; 

And  1th,  For  neglecting  to  attend  the  annual  Review  and  In- 
spection of  the  said  Regiment  under  his  command  on  the  5th  day 
of  September  Instant,  without  any  reasonable  excuse  for  such 
neglect. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased  to  Order  that  Lieut. 
Col.  i^Simeon)  De  Rider  and  Majors  (James)  Green  and  (Zepha- 
niah)  Kingsley  form  a  board  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  said 
chargers,  and  that  they  cause  the  parties  to  be  notified  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  meeting  and  that  they  make  a  report  of  the 
facts  with  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  Adjutant  General  without 
delay. 

ARTILLEIiY  OF  THE  STATE  CONSOLIDATED  INTO  ONE  DIVISION. 

G.  O.:  Ileadquartrrs,  Albany.  27tli  March,  180.1. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  conceiving  an  Organization  of  the 
Artillery,  tending  io  introduce  an  uniformity  of  discipline  and  to 
excite  emulation,  by  atlording  the  same  means  of  promotion  to 
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the  Officers  attached  to  that  service  that  exists  iii  the  Infantry, 
to  be  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  Military  establishment,  orders 
and  directs,  that  the  various  artillery  Corps  throughout  the  State 
be  Consolidated  into  one  Division  to  be  commanded  by  Major 
General  Ebenezer  Stevens;  That  the  said  division  be  divided 
into  three  Brigades,  to  be  denominated  the  first,  second  and  third 
Brigades  of  Artillery; 

That  the  first  Brigade  be  Commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Jacob  Morton,  and  consist  of  the  first  and  second  Regiments  of 
Artillery  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yorlc  and  the  Battalion  to  be  com- 
manded by  Major  John  Ten  P^yck;  that  the  Regiment  of  Artillery 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Peter  Curtenius  in  the  city  of  New 
York  be  denominated  the  first  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  consist 
of  two  Battalions;  the  first  to  be  commanded  by  Major  John  C. 
Ludlow  as  first  Major  of  said  Regiment  and  the  second  by  Major 
James  Manning  as  second  ^fajor  of  said  Regiment.  That  the 
sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry  at  present  attached  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral (William)  Boyd's  Brigade  be  transferred  to  the  first  Brigade 
of  Artillery  to  be  denominated  the  second  Regiment  of  Artillery 
and  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  Swartwout;  that  said 
Regiment  also  consist  of  two  Battalions,  the  first  to  be  com- 
manded by  !Major  Lebbeus  Loomis,  as  first  Major  of  said  Regi- 
ment, and  the  second  by  ^lajor  Francis  Saltus,  as  second  Major 
of  said  Regiment;  that  the  Battalion  commanded  by  Major  John 
Ten  Eyck  consist  of  the  several  Brigade  Artillery  Companies  at 
present  attached  to  Boyd's  (Nathaniel)  Coles',  and  (Daniel)  Dela- 
van's  Brigades  of  Infantry. 

That  the  Second  Brigade  !)»>  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
James  W.  Wilkin  and  consist  of  the  Third  and  fourth  Regiments 
of  Artillerv;  that  the  third  Regiment  be  Commanded  bv  Lieut. 
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Col.  Charles  Clinton  and  consist  of  two  Battalions,  the  first  com- 
posed of  the  Brigade  Artillery  companies  at  present  attached  to 
(Seth)  Marvin's  and  (Joseph)  Hasbrouek's  Brigades  of  Infantry,  to 
be  commanded  by  Major  David  R.  Bogart,  as  first  Major  of  said 
Regiment,  and  the  second  composed  of  the  Brigade  Artillery  com- 
panies at  present  attached  to  (Samuel  A.)  Barker's  and  (Theo- 
dorus)  Bailey's  Brigades  of  Infantry  to  be  Commanded  by  Major 
Nathan  Myers  as  second  Major  of  said  Regiment.  That  the  fourth 
Regiment  of  Artillery  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Thorn, 
and  consist  of  two  Battalions,  the  first  composed  of  the  Brigade 
Artillery  companies  at  present  attached  to  (Henry)  Livingston's 
and  (Jacob  R.)  Van  Rensselaer's  Brigades  of  Infantry  to  be  com- 
manded by  Major  Robert  Jenkins  as  first  Major  of  said  Regiment, 
and  the  second  composed  of  the  Brigade  Artillery  companies  at 
present  attached  to  (David)  Thomas's  and  (Benjamin)  Mooer's 
Brigades  of  Infantry,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Amos  Potter, 
as  second  Major  of  said  Regiment. 

That  the  third  Brigade  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Peter  Van  Sluyck,  and  consist  of  the  fifth  and  Sixth  Regiments 
of  Artillery.  That  the  fifth  Regiment  be  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Henry  R.  Teller  and  consist  of  two  Battalions,  the  first  com- 
posed of  the  Brigade  Artillery  Companies  at  present  attached  to 
(David)  :\rcCarty's  (John  U.)  Wendell's,  and  (Ellas)  Butler's 
Brigades  of  Infantry,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Daniel  Rath- 
burn,  as  first  Major  of  said  R.'giment,  and  the  second  composed  of 
the  Brigade  Artillery  companies  at  present  attached  to  (Samuel) 
Clark's,  (Abraham)  Veeder's.  and  (James)  Dana's  Brigades  of  In- 
fantry to  be  conimandfd  by  .Major  IVier  C.  Fox  as  second  Major  of 
said  Regiment;  that  the  Sixth  Regiment  be  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Joseph    Kirkland,  and  consist  of   two  Battalions,  the  first 
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composed  of  the  Brigade  Artillery  comrunies  at  pveseBt  attached 
to  (Robert)  Earrs,  (Benjamin)  Ledyard'..  (Amos)  Hall's,  and  (W.l- 
liam)  Whitney-s  Brigades  of  Infantry  to  be  commanded  by  Major 
Samuel  Sher,.ood.  as  first  Major  of  said  Eegimei.t.  and  the  second 
composed  of  the  Brigade  Artillery  Companies  at  present  attached 
to  (George)  Widrig's,  (George)  Doolittle's,  (Jacob)  Morris  and  (Ben- 
jamin) Jones's  Brigades  of  Infantry,  to  be  commanded  by  Major 
Joseph  French  as  second  Major  of  said  Regiment. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency,  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  V.  Eeusselaer.  Adjt.  Gen'l. 


NEW  YOKK  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

Returns  of  the  ^-ames  of  the  Field.  Staff,  and  Officers,  com- 
manding companies  In  the  Legion  composed  of  the  flank  com- 
panies,  of  that  part  of  General  (William)  Boyd's  Brigade  which 
comprehends  the  City  and  County  of  ^-ew  York,  'ilst  October. 

1806. 

Field  and  Staff-.    Gerard  Steddiford.  Lient.  Col;  Edward  \\  . 
Laight.  1st  Major;  TviUiam  Paulding  Jun'r.  2nd  Major; 
Joel  Davis  and  Cornelius  Bogart,  Adjutants; 
Benjamin   Ferris,   Quartermaster;    Teter   Stagg.   Paymaster: 
John  Gamage.  Surgeon. 

Commandants  of  Companies:  Fourth  do  Clurkson  Crolius, 
First    Regiment.    Francis    Mc    Fifth  do      Leonard  Thorn, 
dure.    Rifle    Comp'y    of  Edward  Tylee,      ■ 

Repub'n  Greens.  Robert  Kibley. 

Companies  of  Infantry:  Seventh  do  Samuel  Burtis. 

Robert  Swanton,  Jo-'l'--^"  I'i-^-'^""-^' 

Second  do  Reuben  Bunn,  OU:u-W.  Christian. 
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and  they  are  organized  as  the  first  light  infantry. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters.  &c. 

The  uniform  companies  of  General  Boyd's  Brigade  having  so- 
licited to  be  formed  into  a  Regiment  with  the  approbation  of 
their  Brigade  Commander,  it  is  Ordered  that  the  said  companies 
be  accordingly  formed  into  a  Regiment  to  be  ^lenominated  The 
First  Light  Infantry,  and  that  the  Field  and  Staff  assigned  by 
the  said  General  are  the  field  and  staff  of  said  Regiment. 


JOHN   fink's  troop  OF   HOKSK  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY  AND   ITS   UNIFORM. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  3rd  Sept.,  1S05. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  by 
John  Fink,  and  others  who  have  raised  a  company  of  Horse  in 
the  City  and  County  of  Now  York  to  have  the  said  Company 
Organized  according  to  Law,  it  is  Ordered,  provisionally  that  the 
said  Company  be  commanded  by  the  said  John  Fink  as  Captain 
thereof,  and  that  Joseph  C.  Bogart,  be  the  first,  and  John  Lovell. 
the  second  Lieutenants,  thereof;  That  John  Boscowan  be  Cornet 
and  Cornelius  W.  Van  Rantz,  Quartermaster  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  be  known. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  no  privates  can  be  taken  from  any 
other  company  without  the  consent  of  the  oflicers  commanding 
such  company.  The  uniform  of  the  Cavalry  being  left  by  Law 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he  directs  that  it  consist 
for  the  Regimental  Field  and  Staff  and  Troop  Oflicers.  of  a  short 
Green  Coat,  faced  with  l)lark  Velwt  collars,  cuffs  and  wings  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  same,  light  bnftiMis  on  the  Lappelle.  two  on 
each  side  of  the  collar,  three  on  the  sleeve,  and  three  on  the 
skirt.  The  buttons  to  be  small,  yellow  and  of  a  conical  form, 
the  button  holes  and  along  the  edges  of  the  Coat  (the  bottom  ex- 
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cepted)  to  be  trimmed  ^'ith  ^old  Lace  or  yellow  silk  binding,  the 
buttons  and  Epaulettes  of  the  like  colour,  with  buff  Vest,,  buck- 
skin Breeches  and  long  black  top't-boots. 

This  regulation  not  to  effect  such  Troops  as  are  already  uni- 
formed, until  they  shall  find  it  convenient  to  provide  themselves 
with  new  ones.  All  Kegimental  Brigade  and  Division  returns 
are  directed  to  be  made  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  to  contain  in  a  column  for  the  purpose  the  date  of 
each  officer's  Commission. 

The  Major  and  Brigadier  Generals  will  give  orders  accordingly. 
By  order  of  his  PLxcellency: 

THE   ANNUAL    REVIEW   AND   INSPECTION    FOR   1805. 

_ ._  Albany,  3rd  September,  1S05. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  wishing  to  know  from  personal  In- 
spection the  actual  state  of  the  Militia  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  re.iuests  that  you  will  parade  for  Review  such  por- 
tions of  vour  lirigade  as  can  be  conveniently  assembled  together, 

on  the  ..  day  of   next  at  such  place  as  you  shall  deem 

most  convenient.  The  Corps  of  Horse  and  Artillery  within  the 
limits  of  your  Brigade,  he  also  wishes  may  parade  at  the  same 

time. 

To  General  (Abraham)  Voeder,  1  October. 
General  (George)  Widrig      | 
General  (George)  Doolittle   | 
General  (John)  Tillotson       I 
General  (Isaac)  Hall.  i 

^   Q  .  Headquarters.  Albany.  Oth  Sept.,  ISO.'. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  the  Brigadier  Generals  or  offl- 
cers  commanding  Brigades  that  they  order  the  Regiments  and 
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Corps  under  tbcir  Command  to  parade  for  the  review  and  Inspec- 
tion on  such  days  as  they  may  deem  most  convenient  for  the 
Militia  to  assemble  for  that  purpose;  the  Brigade  Inspection  re- 
turns, and  returns  of  vacancies  are  directed  to  be  made  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  and  to  contain  in  the  latter  in 
a  column  for  that  purpose  the  date  of  each  officer's  commission. 
The  officers  commanding  Brigades  will  give  orders  accordingly. 

Bj  order  of  his  Excellency: 
•   ';  Sol.  V.  Rensselaer,  Ad.  G'l. 


A  NEW  BRIGADE  FOR  ALBANY. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  Albany,  April  — ,  1806. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  thought  proper  to  form  a  new 
Brigade  out  of  the  Militia  in  the  County  of  Albany  at  present 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Paul  Todd,  directs  the  Regi- 
ments commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonels  (Gerritt  W.)  Van 
Schaick  and  (Jacob)  Swits,  and  that  part  of  Lieut.  Col.  (Law- 
rence) Schoolcraft's  Regiment  in  the  Town  of  Watervliet  com- 
pose the  New  Brigade;  and  that  a  new  Battalion  be  formed  of 
that  portion  of  the  Militia  taken  from  Lieut.  Col.  Schoolcraft's 
Regiment,  and  the  part  at  present  attached  to  Lieut.  Col.  Van. 
Schaick's  Regiment,  in  the  Town  of  Watervliet. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Genl. 


THE  REVIEW  FOR  ISOfj. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  April  2Gth,  1806. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  being  desirous  to  ascertain  by  per- 
sonal Inspection  and  review,  the  actual  state  of  the  Militia,  re- 
quires that  so  many  Regiments  of  Infantry  companies  of  Artil- 
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lory  and  Cavalry,  of  Brigades  hereinafter  designated,  as  can  con- 
veniently assemble  together,  parade  for  the  purpose  of  sach  In- 
spection and  review  on  the  following  days:  General  (Aaron) 
Chamberlain's  Brigade  on  the  12th;  General  (Siah)  Eobinson's 
Regiment  in  Rockland  on  the  20th;  General  (Thomas)  Carpenter's 
Brigade  on  the  23d;  General  (Xathaniel)  Coles's  on  the  2Gth;  and 
General  (Sylvester)  Bering's  on  the  30th  Days  of  June  next;  Gen- 
eral (Jacob)  Morton's  Brigade  of  Artillery  with  so  many  of  the 
Uniform  Companies  of  General  (William)  Boyd's  Brigade  as  can 
conveniently  attend  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next,  and  the  remain- 
der of  General  Boyd's  Brigade  on  the  succeeding  day;  General 
(John  B.)  Van  Wyck's  Brigade  on  the  Sth  and  General  (Edmund) 
Per  Lee's  on  the  10th  days  of  July  next;  General  (Samuel)  Ten 
Broeck's  on  the  2nd;  General  (Hosea)  Moffitt's  on  the  4th;  General 
(Warren) Ferris's  on  the  Gth;  General  (Samuel) Clark's  on  the  Sth; 
General  (Gerrit  W.)  Van  Schaick's  on  the  11th;  General  (Paul) 
Todd's  on  the  13th;  General  (Freegift)  Patchin's  on  the  loth; 
General  (David)  Bates's  on  the  ITth;  General  (Benjamin)  Jones's 
on  the  20th  and  General  (William)  Whitney's  on  the  23rd  days  of 
September  next. 

Such  of  the  Corps  as  do  not  attend  on  the  days  above  ap- 
pointed, will  parade  for  the  annual  Review  and  Inspection  at 
such  other  times  as  the  Commanding  ofBcers  of  the  Brigades, 
to  which  they  respectively  belong,  shall  assign.  The  officers  com- 
manding Brigades  are  strictly  enjoined  to  make  their  returns  of 
vacancies  and  the  Names  and  Rank  of  the  several  officers,  to  the 
Adjutant  General  previous  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature, 
in  order  that  the  Ilonorable  tlie  Council  of  Appointment  may  be 
enabled  to  fill  the  Vacancies  at  an  early  day  of  their  meeting. 

The  several  Brigade  Inspectors  are  also  required  to  forward 
10 
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their  Inspection  returns  to  the  Adjutant  General  within  thirty 
days  after  the  Inspections  are  completed,  to  the  end  that  the 
Adjutant  General  may  have  the  Annual  return  of  the  Militia 
prepared  in  Season  for  the  purposes  prescribed  by  Law.  Delin- 
quencies and  remissness  in  particular  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
Brigade  Inspectors  have  been  so  fretpient,  heretofore,  that  the 
Commander  in  Chief  will  feel  himself  constrained  to  notice  such 
as  may  occur  in  future  with  great  strictness. 
By  order  of  his  Excellencv: 


TWO  TROOPS  OF  FLYING  ARTILLERY  FOR  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

^-  ^-  '•  Headquarters,  Albany,  7th  June,  1806. 

The  Honorable  the  Legislature  having  made  provision  for  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  supply  of  field  Artillery,  and  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  presuming  that  their  utility  would  be  much  in- 
creased particularly  in  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New  York  by 
the  establishment  of  a  Corps  of  Horse  or  Flying  Artillerists, 
Orders  that  a  squadron  of  such  description,  consisting  of  two 
Troops  be  raised  in  said  City,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Gen- 
eral (Ebenezer)  Stevens.  That  each  Troop  consist  of  one  Captain 
one  first  LitMitenani.  on.-  Second  Lieutenant,  om-  Corner.  Four  Ser- 
geants, Four  Cori.orals.  one  Farrier,  one  Sadler,  one  Trumpeter 
and  sixty-four  Privates  to  be  attached  exclusively  to  the  Artil- 
lery and  under  the  Orders  of  the  Major  General,  thereof.  That 
such  Corps  be  mounted,  armed,  accontred  and  uniformed  as 
Troopers;  that  the  uniform  be  in  the  Huzzar  Style,  the  Fashion  to 
be  prescribed  by  the  said  Major  Genoral. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  each  of  said  Troops  be  officered,  pro- 
visionally, by  the  said  Major  General  Stevens  Mith  such  persons 
as  he  will  not  hereafter  hesitate  to  recommend  for  Commissions. 
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governor  lewis  orders  out  a  brigade  for  a  review, 
G.  O.:  Head(iuarters,  Albany,  Oth  August,  ISOG. 

When  the  Commander  in  Chief  issued  his  orders  for  the  review 
and  Inspection  of  the  Militia,  averse  from  subjecting  them  to  the 
inconvenience  of  assembling  by  Brigades  when  a  scattering  Popu- 
lation had  placed  the  different  liCgiinents  and  Corps  composing 
them  at  a  Considerable  distance  from  each  other,  he  Jeft  it  in  the 
discretion  of  the  several  Brigadiers  to  assemble  such  Troops  as 
could  with  Convenience  be  got  together;  in  the  fullest  confidence 
that  such  discretion  would  have  been  exercised  in  every  instance 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  attain,  as  far  as  practicable,  his  declared 
object.  He  did  not  suppose  it  possible  that  the  pride  of  the 
Soldier  could  in  any  Instance  suffer  him  to  resort  to  imaginary  or 
factitious  inconveniences  to  defeat  the  views  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  damp  the  military  ardour  he  labours  to  inspire. 

To  review^  the  whole  Militia  of  the  State  by  Regiments  is  a  task 
the  Commander  in  Chief  could  not  possibly  perform,  in  the  space 
of  three  years,  without  neglecting  his  other  oflicial  duties.  He  is 
therefore  to  assemble  them  in  larger  bodies. 

Having  had  the  Honor  of  serving  with  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  Militia  of  Columbia  in  the  glorious  northern  campaign  of  the 
year  1777,  the  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  but  believe,  that  the 
Sons  of  such  sires,  must  possess  the  laudable  desire  of  eciualling. 
if  not  surpassing,  their  Brethren  in  arms.  Under  this  Impression, 
and  rejecting  on  the  compact  state  of  the  Brigade  commanded 
by  lU'igadier  General  Ten  Broeck,  where  no  soldier  can  have 
beyond  st'ventoen  or  Eighteen  Miles  to  march  to  the  centre  of  the 
County,  ihe  CoiuniMiulrr  in  Cliir'i'  feds  himself  justified  in  order- 
ing and  accordingly  does  order,  that  Brigadier  General  Samuel 
Ten  Broeck  cause  the  whole  of  his  Brigade  with  the  Horse  and 
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Artillery  attached  thereto  to  Assemble  for  review  and  Inspection 
at  some  central  point  of  the  CounLy  of  Columbia,  on  the  second 
day  of  September  next  and  that  he  adopt  the  necessary  measures 
for  that  purpose. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 


A  NEW  BATTALION  ESTABLISHED   FOR  THE  NORTHERN  COUNTIES. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  12th  September,  1806. 

Application  having  been  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Battalion  of  a  part  of 
the  Militia,  composed  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  (Thomas)  Roger's 
Regiment,  in  General  (Samuel)  Clark's  Brigade,  and  part  of  Major 
(Richardson)  Thurman's  Battalion,  in  General  (Warren)  Ferris's 
Brigade,  directs  that  the  following  companies  compose  the  said 
Battalion,  viz.:  Captains  Daniel  Church's,  Ebenezer  Brown's  and 
Luke  Fenton's  of  General  Clark's;  Captains  Levi  Scovirs  and 
Theodorus  Doty's  companies  of  ^lajor  Thurman's  Battalion,  in 
General  Ferris's  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  George 
Tavlor  and  to  be  attached  to  General  Clark's  Brigade. 


A  DIVISION  FOR  WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  17th  February,  1807. 

Application  having  been  made  to  His  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  for  a  Division  of  the  Brigade  of  Militia  in  the 
County  of  Washington,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  (War- 
ren) Ferris,  he  directs  that  the  Reginient.s  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  (Solomon)  Baker  (excepting  Captain  (Xathan) 
Durkee's  Company),  and  (:Micajah)  Pettit's  and  the  Battalion 
in  the    Town    of    Thurman    form  the  North  Brigade  vnder  the 
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command  of  Brigadier-General  Ferris  and  that  the  Regiments 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonels  (Simeon)  De  Rider,  (John) 
Gordon  and  (Caleb)  Brown  ;  and  the  whole  Militia  of  the 
tcwn  of  Argyle.  consisting  of  Major  (James)  Green's  Bat- 
talion and  Captain  Durkee's  company  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Pettit's  Regiment,  compose  the  South  Brigade  ;  Major 
John  Mills  and  Captain  Durkee  with  his  company  are  in 
future  to  be  attached  to  and  do  duty  in  Major  Green's  Bat- 
talion, which  is  hereby  formed  into  a  Regiment.  That  part  of 
General  Ferris's  command  of  Militia  in  the  Town  of  Thurman  is 
to  be  Organized  into  a  Regiment,  and  in  future  to  do  duty  as  such; 
he  will  therefore  forward  the  necessary  arrangements  for  that 
purpose.  Brigadiers  will  forward  without  delay  to  the  Adjutant 
General  returns  of  the  vacancies  in  those  Brigades. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  CAVALRY  ARM. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany.  15th  March,  1S07. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  on  the  Recommendation  of  Brigadier 
General  Jonas  Piatt,  commanding  the  second  Brigade  of  Cavalry 
of  the  State,  orders  the  division  of  the  first  Squadron  in  the  limits 
of  the  Fifth  Division  of  Infantry  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 
the  Troops  of  Horse  comprehended  in  the  Counties  of  Oneida 
and  Herkimer,  to  be  denominated  the  1st  Squadron,  and  those  of 
the  Counties  of  Otsego,  Chenango  and  Madison,  the  Third  Squad- 
ron of  the  5th  Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Henry  McXeil.  And  furthor  orders  in  the  4th  Regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Colonei  Klectus  Backus,  that  the  Troops 
of  Cavalry  in  the  Counties  of  Saratoga  and  Montgomery  compose 
the  first  Squadron,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Eli  Stone.     Those 
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of  the  Counties  of  Schoharie,  Orer^ne  and  Delaware,  to  form  the 
Second  Squadron  under  the  Orders  of  Major  George  Tiffany,  and 
that  a  new  Squadron  be  set  off  consisting  of  the  Troops  of  Horse 
in  the  County  of  Albany,  to  be  called  the  Third  Squadron  of  the 
last  mentioned  Eegiment  to  be  commanded  by  such  person  as 
the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  appoint. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Ad  jut.  Genl. 


GENESIS  OF  THE  SEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

THE    OFFICIAL    ORDER     PROMULGATED    BY     GOVERNOR    LEWIS,     THAT 
BROUGHT   THE   NOW   FAMOUS   REGIMENT   INTO    EXISTENCE. 

O.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  5+h  April,  1807. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  the  27th  March,  1807,  authorizing  him  to  organize  a 
third  Regiment  in  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  of  the  State, 
Orders  that  the  Ratialion  under  the  Command  of  Major  A. 
(Andrew)  Sitcher  be  Organized  into  a  Regiment  and  that  meas- 
ures be  taken  for  that  purpose  without  delay,,  by  the  proper 
Officers. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjut.  Genl. 


GOVERNOR  LEWIS  PREPARES  FOR  THE  ANNUAL   REVIEW  OF   1807,  AND 
BIDS  FAREWELL  TO  THE  MILITIA. 

G.  0.:  Head(iuarters,  City  of  Albany,  June  4th,  1807. 

The  Comniaiider  in  Chief  subniiLs  to  the  lirigadier  Generals 
or  officers  commanding  Brigades,  to  order  out  the  Regiments  and 
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Corps  under  their  Command,  for  Review  and  Inspection,  on  such 
days  as  they  may  deem  most  convenient  for  that  purpose. 

The  lapse  of  a  few  days  will  put  a  final  period  to  the  connec- 
tion subsisting  between  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Militia 
of  this  State.  An  event  so  interesting  to  his  feelings,  he  cannot 
suffer  to  occur,  without  a  previous  public  acknowledgment  of  the 
satisfaction  he  has  derived  from  the  ready  obedience  to  orders, 
the  strict  attention  to  duty  and  the  eucreased  military  ardour, 
which  he  has  discovered  generally  in  his  brother  officers  and 
soldiers,  wherever  he  has  had  the  honor  of  meeting  them  in  arms; 
whether  these  effects,  acknowledged  by  all,  proceed  from  causes 
entitling  him  to  any  merit,  he  leaves  to  the  Candour  and  Justice 
of  the  considerate  and  discerning  part  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
satisfied  that  when  calumny  and  detraction  shall  cease  to  operate, 
when  an  ardent  desire  to  produce  Military  excitement  shall  be 
ascribed  to  its  true  motives,  when  the  virulence  of  party  spirit 
shall  subside,  and  pure  patriotism  shall  direct  the  elevation  of 
men  to  office,  a  virtuous  community  will  give  him  credit  for  his 
exertions  at  the  least. 

Believing  it  a  position  not  to  be  contested,  that  an  elective 
Government  cannot  long  maintain  itself  against  foreign  aggres- 
sion, or  domestic  usurpation,  but,  where  every  citizen  is  a 
soldier,  the  Commander  in  Chief  earnestly  advises  the  discoun- 
tenancing every  appearance  of  ^lilitary  insubordination,  and 
every  disposition  to  a  relaxation  from  the  pursuit  of  Military 
ImprovenK^nt.  To  this  last  advice  he  adds  a  fervent  wish,  that 
the  Militia  of  this  Country  may  so  progress  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  ^Military  art,  as  to  render  standing  armies  forever  unnecea- 
eary,  and  enable  themselves  by  their  own  exertions  to  be  the 
safeguards  and  protectors  of  the  rights  of  freemen. 
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The  Krigade  Inspector,  will  forward  their  Inspection  returns 
to  the  Adjutant  General  in  due  season,  and  should  thev  require 
anv  Br.gade  blanics  or  other  returns  for  the  troops  thev  will  be 
delivered  when  called  for. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol  Van  Eensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 

NEW  DIVISION  LINES. 

^'  °''  Headquarters,  Albany,  4th  June,  1807 

Ordered  that  the  division  line  between  the  Kegiment  com- 
tnanded  by  Col.  Stephen  Judd  of  General  (Freegif t)  Patchin's  Bri- 
gade and  Colonel  John  Reynolds  of  Brown's  Brigade  be  a  line 
commencing  at  the  Korth  Corner  of  the  Town  of  Blenheim  and 
running  thence  Eastward  on  the  line  of  the  town  of  Bristol  twc 
miles  thence  Southerly  to  strike  the  line  of  the  Conntv  of  Scho 
harie  at  a  point  two  miles  from  the  South  East  corn'er  of  said 
town  of  Blenheim; 

Ordered  further  that  a  new  Company  be  established  in  said 
Kegiment  by  Col.  (Stephen)  Judd. 
By  order  of  his  E.vcellency: 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj'.  Genl, 


DAXIEL  D.  TOMPKIXS,  GOVEEXOR. 
-.=  wixi,  K.OU.NO  xoni:,..ex™  .„,„,„,  c„es.i.k.ke  ..p.uh 

^    NKU-    VOHK    rncVPTI.V    SUITLIES    ITS    OCOT.V    or    lOn.Onn   MEN. 

°'  ^''  Headquarters.  Albany,  ir.th  Julv  1S07 

By  onler  of  f|.  p,,,„„,  „,  ^,^  ^,  .^„^  ^^^^^^_^^  ^^^^  ^'^^^^^^-^^^ 

•n  Chief  is  directed  to  talce  effectual  measures  to  detach  and 
organise  into  Companies,  Battalions,  Regiments.  Brigades    and 
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divisions  and  bold  in  readiness  to  March  at  a  moment's  warning, 
twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four  of  the  Militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  (being  our  Quota  of  100,000  men)  as  nearly  as 
practicable  in  the  following  proportions  of  Artillery,  Cavalry, 
and  Infantry,  viz:  one  twentieth  part  Artillery,  one  tenth  part 
Cavalry  and  the  residue  Infantry. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  directs  that  the  said  num- 
ber of  12,704  Men  be  detached  and  furnished  from  the  several 
divisions  of  Artillery,  Cavalry  and  Infantry  of  this  State  in  the 
following  proportions:  from  Major  General  (Ebenezer)  Stevens's 
division  of  Artillery,  730  men,  including  officers; 

From  Major  General  (Stephen")  Van  Rensselaer's  division  of 
Cavalry.  1270  men,  including  officers; 

From  the  first  division  of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Thomas  1G17  men,  including  Officers; 

From  the  second  division  of  Infantry  commanded  by  Major 
General  (John)  Hathorn,  1400  Men  including  Officers; 

From  the  tliird  division  of  Infantry  commanded  by  Major  Gen- 
eral David  Thomas,  1004  men,  including  ofticers; 

From  the  fourth  division  of  Infantry  commanded  by  Major 
General  i Peter i  (iausevoort,  (Jr.),  2104  meri,  including  Officers; 

From  the  fifth  division  of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Major  Gen- 
eral (Michael)  Myers,  3073  men.  including  Oificers;  which  respec- 
tive numbers  the  several  Major  Generals  are  requested  imme- 
diately to  detach  and  furnish  from  their  respective  divisions  and 
the  same  to  Organize  into  companies.  Battalions,  and  Regiments. 

In  the  aforesaid  (^uota  will  be  admitted  a  j»roportion  of  Rifle- 
men duly  Organized  in  distinct  corps,  not  exceeding  one  tenth  of 
thewholc  number  rei^uired;  and  any  Companies  of  Volunteerswho 
previous  to  orders  for  taking  the  Field  may  tender  their  Services 
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according  to  the  Second  Section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  passed 
ISth  day  of  April,  1S0«,  Entitled  "An  Act  autlIori^ing  a  detach- 
ment  from  th»  Militia  of  the  United  States  "  or  to  an  Act  passed 
tie  24th  day  of  February.  1807,  Entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  a  number 
of  Volunteer  Companies,  not  exceeding  Thirty  thousand  lieu - 
considered  according  to  their  numbers  part  of  the  aforesaid 
Quota,  and  will  be  credited  to  the  divisions  to  which  they  belou-^ 
The  interesting  situation   of  our  country  and  the  Military 
ardour  and  patriotic  zeal  which  are  displayed  by  our  fellow  citi- 
«ns,  inspires  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  a  confidence  that  a 
considerable  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  Quota  required,  will 
consist  of  companies  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  tendering  their 
services. 

In.uu.dia,ely  after  the  rtetachn.ent  and  organization  are  effected 
the  respective  Corps  will  be  exercised  under  the  OfHcers  who  may 
command  or  may  be  assigned  to  command  them,  but  will  not  re- 
main in,bndied  or  be  considered  in  actual  service  until  by  subse- 
quent orders  they  may  be  directed  to  take  the  Field. 

The  oDicers  commanding  brigades  will  assign  the  most  active 
and  experienced  captains  and  subalterns  to  command  the  detach- 
ments  from  their  respective  Brigades;  and  the  ofHcers  so  as- 
signed will  for.lnvith  make  returns  to  their  con,n,anding  ollioers 
of  the  State  of  the  Corps  under  their  .ommand. 

The  lirigadier  Generals  will  make  correct  returns  of  the  de- 
tachn,ents  fron,  their  Brigades  to  their  Major  (ienerals,  who  will 
transu.it  n.fnrns  „<  the  whole  d.-.a-lnnent  fron,  their  division  to 
the  ComuuuHler  in  Chief  in  order  ll.ar  they  „,ay  be  arranged  into 
Con.panies.  liattalions,  Kegin.ents,  and  lirigades;  the  Major  Gen- 
erals will  pl,.ase  to  reconmieud  Kegimental  and  Brigade  arrange- 
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uionts  for  the  detachinents  and  assign  to  them  meritorious  Field 
and  Staff  Officers  and  the  respective  Commanders  of  divisions 
will  also  forthwith  transmit  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  correct 
Muster  Rolls  and  inspection  returns  of  the  detached  Corps  be- 
longing to  their  respective  departments. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confides  in  the  vigilance  and  Patriot- 
ism of  the  Major  Generals  and  other  officers  of  the  Militia  to 
en  use  these  orders  to  be  carried  into  prompt  and  speedy  effect. 
And  he  also  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend, that  all  the  Militia  within  their  respective  divisions  be 
prepared  and  kept  in  readiness  to  take  the  Field  whenever  an 
emergency  may  require  their  being  called  into  actual  service. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  cherishes  a  lively  hope  that  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  this  State  will  feel  an  Emulation  to  display 
their  Patriotism  and  abilities  in  Military  arrangements  and  that 
the  utmost  dispatch  will  be  exhibited  in  all  their  measures. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaer.  Adj.  Genl, 


CAPTAIN  BERNARD  BLOOM'S  TROOP  OF   CAVALRY  IN  QUEENS  COUNTY. 

0.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albnny,  4th  August,  1807. 

A  Volunteer  troop  of  Cavalry  having  been  formed  in  the  County 
of  Quet'iis  with  the  appi-oltation  of  the  Brigadier  General  and 
Colonel  of  Infantry  within  that  County;  the  Commander  in  Chief 
orders  that  the  said  Troop  consist  of  one  captain,  two  lieu- 
tenants, one  cornet,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Farrier, 
one  Sadhn-.  one  TruTn]>r'ter  and  Sixty  four  privates  to  be  attached 
to  Major  General  Van  Kcnsselafr's  division  of  <'avalry;  that  the 
said  Corps  be  mounted,  armed,  accoutred  and  uniformed  as 
Troopers,  and  that  they  may  be  officered,  provisionally,  in  the 
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following  manner  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment in  the  premis-s  be  known,  viz.:  Bernard  Bloom,  Captain; 
Cornelius  Eldert.  1st  Lieutenant;  Andrew  Rapplejie,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Jeronlmus  Rapplejie,  Cornet. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


.  LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  WAR  WITH  ENGLAND. 

'■THE    CHESAPEAKE-LEOPAKD    AFFAIR    AROUSES    THE     PATRIOTISM     OF 
OUR  PEOPLE. 

^'  ^'  Headquarters,  Albany  24th  August,  1S07. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  pursuant  to  orders  re- 
cently received  from  the  Bresident  of  the  United  States,  directs 
the  commanding  officers  of  Divisions  and  Brigades,  within  this 
State  to  encourage  by  all  the  means  they  possess,  such  Volunteer 
Associations  as  are  contemplated  and  authorized  by  the  Act  of 
Congress  passed  the  2-lth  day  of  February  last. 

The  advantages  which  will  result  to  the  volunteers  are  so  ob- 
vious that  it  is  presumed,  little  need  be  said  to  enforce  them; 
while  on  the  one  hand,  the  service  will  be  rendered  pleasant  by 
the  association  of  companions  and  acquaintances  in  the  same 
corps,  the  probability  of  a  selection  from  those  Corps  of  officers 
for  the  regular  army  in  the  event  of  a  war,  presents  on  the  other 
powerful  inducements  to  active,  intelligent  and  public  spirited 
young  men,  to  meet  with  promptitude  the  call  of  their  country. 

But  when  in  connection  with  those  advantages,  it  is  considered 
that  the  peace  of  the  United  States  appears  to  be  menaced,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  that  the  Militia 
of  this  State  will  be  among  the  foremost  to  exhibit  becoming 
proofs  of  Military  ardour  and  patriotic  zeal. 
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For  the  sake  of  uniformity  as  y.e\\  as  to  ascertain  the  real  state 
of  the  Volunteer  Corps,  and  the  Condition  of  their  uniforms,  arms 
and  accoutrements  of  every  kind,  the  commanding  officers  of 
Brigades  are  required  to  transmit  ^^•ithout  delay  exact  returns 
thereof  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

The  Major  General  of  Artillery  will  cause  the  Field  pieces  ap- 
pertaining to  his  division,  with  the  implements  thereunto  belong- 
ing, to  be  forthwith  Inspected  and  a  correct  return  of  their  condi- 
tion, the  places  where  and  the  names  of  the  officers  to  whose 
charge  the  same  are  confided,  to  be  made  to  the  Adjutant  General. 
It  is  strictly  enjoined  that  in  case  any  of  the  said  field  pieces  or 
Implements  shall  upon  such  Inspection  be  found  to  be  injured  or 
rendered  unfit  for  service  by  means  of  any  neglect  in  the  officers 
having  charge  thereof,  the  delinquent  officers  be  punished  for 
their  omission  of  duty,  and  the  custody  of  the  Field  pieces  and 
implements  be  immediately  transferred  to  Officers  who  are  trust- 
worthy, with  a  view  that  the  public  property  may  be  preserved, 
and  the  necessary  repairs  made. 
-      A  return  of  those  companies  of  Artillery  who  have  not  been  sup- 
plied with  Field  pieces,  must  be  forwarded  without  delay  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  designating  precisely  the  number  of  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  Privates,  who  are  uniformed  and 
equipped  according  to  Law,  to  the  end  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  furnish  them. 

The  Major  Generals  will  cause  the  rank  of  their  respective 
Brigadier  Generals  to  be  ascertained  and  forwarded  with  the 
dates  of  tlieir  Commissions  to  the  Adjutant  General.  The  Adju- 
tant General  will  fnrni>h  the  necessary  muster  Ilolls  and  olhor 
returns  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  when  called  for. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
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serious  charges  against  captain  david  ferris 

Headquarters,  Albany,  9th  November,  ISO". 
Whereas  [Major  Richard  Ward,  a  commissioned  otiicer  in  the 
Regiment  of  Militia  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  David  J,  Pell,  hath  made  complaint  in  writing 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  against  David  Ferris,  a  Captain  in 
the  same  Regiment,  that  the  said  David  Ferris  hath  been  guilty 
of  improper  and  immoral  conduct  which  is  degrading  to  the  said 
oflice  of  Captain,  which  he  holds,  and  requesting  the  appointment 
of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  investigate  the  said  conduct. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  upon  the  said  request  and 
pursuant  to  the  Statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  hereby 
orders  and  appoints  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  to  investigate  the  said 
conduct,  which  Court  shall  consist  of  the  following  officers  of 
the  before  mentioned  Regiment,  viz:  Elijah  Valentine,  John  Van 
Wart,  Benjamin  Drake,  John  Tredwell  and  Samuel  Lyon,  Cap- 
tains in  the  said  Regiment,  of  which  Court  of  Inquiry,  Elijah 
Valentine  is  to  be  President,  who  will  report  the  facts  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  according  to  the  Statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston, 

Col.  and  A.  D.  C. 


A  COURT  MARTIAL   FOR  QUARTERMASTER  CHARLES  BAKER. 

G.  O.:  -  Headquarters,  Albany,  17th  November,  1S07. 

Whereas  Colonel  Charles  Clinton,  a  commissioned  officer  in 
Oonoral  i.Tnnics  ^^'.)  Wilkin's  r.rigado  of  Artillery,  hath  made  com- 
plaint in  writing  against  Charles  Baker,  Quartermaster  of  the 
Regiment  of  Artillery,  commanded  by  the  said  Charles  Clinton, 
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representing  that  the  said  Quartermaster  has  been  guilty  of  im- 
proper conduct  which  is  degrading  to  the  office  which  he  holds 
and  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  investi- 
gate the  said  conduct,  to  wit: 

First,  that  he  is  an  habitual  drunkard,  and  subject  in  his  mo- 
ments of  intoxication  to  commit  acts  highly  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  a  Gentleman; 

Secondly,  that  he  did  on  the  second  of  this  Instant,  write  and 
cause  to  be  sent  to  William  Ross,  a  Captain  in  the  same  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery,  a  challenge  to  a  duel,  without  any  proper  or 
justifiable  cause,  which  the  said  William  Ross,  by  the  advice  of 
his  friends  very  properly  would  not  Notice,  and 

Lastly,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  Wm.  Ross 
to  notice  the  said  challenge,  the  said  Charles  Baker  did  on  the 
fifth  day  of  this  Instant,  at  a  time  when  the  officers  of  the  said 
Regiment  were  convened  in  the  Village  of  New  Burgh,  by  the 
express  Order  of  the  Commandant  thereof,  and  when  the  said 
officers  were  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offi- 
ces, write  and  cause  to  be  put  up  in  several  places  in  the  Public 
streets  of  the  said  Village  an  insulting  and  indecorous  publica- 
tion in  the  words  following: 

November  5th,  1S07. 
William  Ross  having  some  time  past  put  in  circulation  some 
falsehoods  with  an  intention  to  injure  my  character,  and  also 
having  been  called  on  by  me  to  make  reparation  for  the  same, 
which  he  has  noglected  to  do,  I  do  therefore  publish  him  to  the 
world  as  a  Poltroon,  a  coward  and  a  liar. 

Charles  Baker. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does,  therefore,  pursuant  to  the  Stat- 
ute in  such  case  made  and  provided,  hereby  direct,  appoint  and 
organize  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  investigate  the  said  improper  con- 
duct of  the  said  Charles  Baker,  to  consist  of  the  following  officers 
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of  Colonel  (Charles)  Clinton's  Regiment:  Capt.  (Samuel)  Slee  and 
Lieut.  (Thomas  J.)  Oakley  of  Dutchess  County;  Capt.  (John)  Milli- 
gan  of  Ulster  County;  Lieut.  (Daniel)  Carpenter  and  Adjutant 
(Jacob)  Dunning  of  Orange  County;  of  which  court  Capt.  Slee  will 
be  the  President  and  will  with  all  convenient  speed  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  a  statement  of  the  facts  investigated  and 
ascertained  by  the  Court. 

Bv  order  of  the  Com'r  in  Chief: 


PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST   CAPT.   FERRIS   SUSPENDED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  November  28tli,  1807. 

Whereas  by  Orders  of  the  ninth  day  of  November  Instant,  a 
Court  of  Inquiry  was  instituted  upon  the  Complaint  of  Major 
Richard  Ward,  to  investigate  certain  improper  Conduct  alleged 
by  him  against  Captain  David  Ferris  and  whereas  the  said  Capt. 
David  Ferris  by  his  memorial  presented  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  verified  by  affidavit,  hath  represented  that  at  the  meeting 
of  the  said  Court  they  retjuired  of  the  complaining  officer  a 
specification  of  the  Charges  of  improper  conduct,  which  the  said 
complaining  Officer  proposed  to  prove  before  the  said  Court, 
against  the  said  David  Ferris,  of  which  determination  of  the  said 
Court  the  Commander  in  Chief  approves.  And  whereas  after  the 
said  decision  of  the  said  Court  the  said  Major  Ward  did  exhibit 
to  the  said  Court,  a  written  specification  of  the  Charges  or  Com- 
plaints which  he  was  desirous  of  proving  before  them,  which 
Charges  or  Specification  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  are  irrelevant  and  too  vague  an«l  indefinite:  To  the  end. 
therefore,  that  a  more  pr.M;i>e  and  definite  statement  of  the 
charges  and  improper  conduct  may  bo  submitted  to  the  said 
Court,  in  subsequent  orders  and  the  Proof  and  Testimony  before 
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them   may    be   limited   and   restricted   to   definite  and   specific 
charges  of  improper  conduct; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  orders  and  directs,  that  the 
proceedino-s  of  the  said  Court  of  Inquiry  be  suspended  and  cease 
until  such  subseiiuent  Orders  are  issued,  and  that  the  accusing 
officer  as  speedily  as  possible  forward  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  a  precise  statement  of  all  the  Charges  and  Complaints 
which  he  intends  to  prove  or  attempt  to  prove  before  the  said 
Court. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief; 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


GOVERNOR   TOMPKINS   REBUKES   DELINQUENT   OFFICERS. 

Q   Q  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  10th  Decemb.  1807. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  inspired  with  confidence  that  the 
Officers  of  the  ^^lilitia  of  this  State  would  feel  great  ambition  to 
enable  him  to  furnish  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  the  ^Yar  De- 
partment a  correct  return  of  our  Quota  of  the  Detachment  di- 
rected by  Ceneral  Orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  State3 
of  the  Gth  of  July  last,  has  hitherto  forborne  to  issue  any  orders 
which  might  intimate  delinquency  in  any  of  the  Military  Officers 
of  the  State,  or  have  a  tendency  to  check  the  Ardor  and  Zeal 
manifested  by  every  description  of  the  :\Iilitia;  he  reflected  upon 
the  embarrassments  which  must  necessarily  result  from  a  sparse 
population,  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  Officers  through  whose 
hands  the  returns  were  to  pass  and  the  novelty  of  the  Duties 
which  the  Organization  of  the  Detachment  imposed.  He  has 
therefore  in  reply  to  tlie  pressing  reciuest  of  the  Secretary  at 
\Yar  for  a  return  of  the  Quota  of  this  State  suggested,  as  an 
11 
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apolojxy  for  the  delay,  those  circumstances  which  might  be  sup 
posed  to  nave  retarded  the  returns  from  various  quarters,  not- 
withstanding the  most  ardent  desire  of  the  OfiQcers  to  have  the 
detachment  completed  and  Organized  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion. But  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  first  General  Orders  upon 
this  subject  having  been  sutlicient  to  enable  the  several  officers, 
with  due  diligence  to  have  surmounted  all  the  obstacles  to  an 
immediate  compliance  with  the  duties  thereby  enjoined,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  under  the  painful  necessity  of  announcing 
that  further  delay,  beyond  the  indulgence  allowed  by  this  order, 
cannot  be  tolerated;  he  therefore  requires  the  Major  and  Briga- 
dier Generals,  within  Ten  days  from  the  receipt  hereof,  to  for- 
ward to  the  Adjutant  General  such  returns  as  may  have  been 
made  to  them,  with  the  names  of  the  Officers  if  any,  who  have 
neglected  to  make  them,  to  the  end  that  the  conduct  of  such  offi- 
cers may  be  forthwith  investigated  and  their  delinquency  pun- 
ished. 

The  returns  received  from  Alajor  General  Stevens  of  the  Ar- 
tillery, and  from  Major  General  Thomas  Thomas  of  the  first  di- 
vision of  Infantry,  are  incomplete.  They  will  therefore  within 
the  period  above  limited  transmit  to  the  Adjutant  General  the 
materials  for  compleatly  organizing  the  Detachments  from  their 
respective  Divisions. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  acknowledges  and  accepts,  with  sin- 
cere satisfaction  the  tender  of  the  services  of  the  "Albany  Volun-  . 
teers,'-'  commanded  by  Captain  (Garrit)  Bogart,  which  was  accom- 
panied with  resolutions  breathing  a  si)irit  of  attachment  to  the 
Freedom,  Independence  and  honor  of  their  Country,  and  evin-ing 
a  firm  determination  to  support  the  same  at  every  hazard.  The 
Offer  of  the  Services  of  the  Company  of  Light  Infantry  at  Sche- 
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nectady,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  (George)  Smith,  has  also 
been  received,  and  is  accepted  with  similar  impressions.  The 
returns  of  the  above  mentioned  companies  were  made  by  Briga- 
dir  General  (Gerrit  W.)  Van  Schaick,  with  a  promptitude  and  cor- 
rectness which  reflect  upon  him  the  highest  credit  as  a  Military 
Officer.  ; 

The  tender  of  their  services  by  Captain  Bigelow,  his  sub- 
alterns and  company,  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  has  likewise 
been  received  and  is  accepted  with  great  approbation  of  this 
patriotism;  and  of  the  promptitude  of  the  officers  of  that  com- 
pany in  communicating  the  offer  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  He 
also  accepts  the  voluntary  services  offered  by  the  First  Troop  of 
Cavalry  in  the  City  of  Xew  York  under  the  command  of  Captain 
(Cornelius)  King  in  Major  (James)  Warner's  squadron,  trans- 
mitted by  Brigadier  General  (Aquila)  Giles,  in  the  month  of  July 
last  and  highly  approves  the  patriotic  Spirit  manifested  by  the 
members  of  that  Troop  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  tender  of 
their  services  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

And  with  like  applause  has  been  received  and  accepted  the 
pledge  of  voluntary  services  by  the  Troop  of  Cavalry  in  Colonel 
John  I.  Van  Eensselaer's  Regiment  by  Captain  (Robert)  Per- 
rigo,  (Jr.) 

Captain  Charles  Christian  having  also  communicated  the  offer 
of  the  voluntary  service  of  t)ie  company  in  the  City  of  Xew  York 
under  his  command,  the  same  is  likewise  accepted  with  equal 
thanks. 

The  services  of  the  company  of  Artillery  at  Geneva,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  (\\'alter)  G reive,  and  of  the  Troop  of  Cavalry  in 
Albany  County,  commanded  by  Captain  (Appollos)  Moore,  in  Col. 
(Electus)  Backus's  Kegiinent  were  offered  by  them,  and  commu- 
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nicated  by  the  respe<^tive  commandants  of  said  companies  at  a 
period,  and  in  a  manner  wbicli  evinced  the  readiness  of  the  per- 
sons composing  them  to  defend  the  rights  of  their  country,  and 
the  attention  of  their  officers  to  military  discipline. 

The  tender  of  the  voluntary  services  of  Captain  (Henry)  :Mc- 
Henry's  Ritlle  Company  and  of  Capt.  (Howell)  Bull's  Company  of 
Light  Infantry  in  the  Brigade  under  the  command  of  General 
(George)  McClure,  has  also  been  recently  received  and  is  accepted 
with  the  highest  approbation  of  their  patriotic  conduct.  The 
conduct  of  General  McClure  in  forthwith  forwarding  correct  In- 
spection returns  of  the  two  last  mentioned  companies,  is  noticed 
with  great  satisfaction.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  received 
information  from  various  sources,  of  the  promptitude  and  zeal 
of  the  rest  of  the  Militia,  generally  in  voluntarily  proffering  their 
services  and  devoting  themselves  to  the  call  of  their  beloved 
country,  and  laments  that  the  returns  afforded  by  such  generous 
conduct  have  not  been  more  speedily  made,  in  an  official  manner. 
Those  of  the  Quota  returned  from  the  Division  of  Artillery,  and 
the  first  Division  of  Infantry,  who  compose  part  thereof  by 
reason  of  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  services,  will  please  to  accept 
the  thanks  and  praise  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
patriotism  thereby  displayed. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  conceal  his  regret  that  occa- 
sion should  exist  at  this  late  period  for  again  calling  on  any  of  the 
officers  for  returns  of  the  Quota  from  their  resi)ective  Corps;  but 
he  assures  them  that  the  rei)utation  of  the  State,  and  a  conviction 
that  it  is  his  duty,  have  dictated  the  ]>re?!ent  orders  and  impose 
the  necessity  of  re.[iiiriiig  tlie  remaining  returns  within  the 
period  of  ten  days  from  the  receijit  hereof;  and  he  further  an- 
nounces to  them,  that  after  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the 
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jiiost   riiiid   aiipli('atiou   of  logul  measures  for   the  omission  of 
^Military  duty  ^vill  be  resorted  to. 

The  propriety  of  aft'ording  to  tlie  President  and  Congress  in- 
formation of  the  accurate  State  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States, 
lias  produced  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  a  renewal  of  the  request, 
that  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  annually,  in  the  month  of 
December,  transmit  to  that  Department,  correct  Inspection 
returns  of  the  Militia  of  this  State. 

That  this  duty  may  be  immediately  complied  with,  all  officers, 
whose  duty  it  may  be  to  furnish  Inspection  returns,  and  who  have 
not  yet  ]»erformed  that  duty  for  the  Year  ISOT,  are  strictly  en- 
joined forthwith  to  forward  their  returns  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral. The  General  ofiicers  are  requested  to  direct  and  enforce  a 
prompt  compliance  with  this  Order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol  Van  Eensselaer,  Aj.  Genl. 


THE    GOVERXOU    TUANKS   THE    RAKER    COURT    MARTIAL. 

Headquarters,  Albany  19th  December  1807. 
The  Court  of  Inquiry  appointed  to  investigate  certain  charges 
of  improi»er  conduct  alleged  by  Col.  Charles  Clinton  against 
Charles  P.aker  quartermaster  of  the  Regiment  commanded  by 
the  said  Col.  Clintou.  having  performed  that  duty  with  prompti- 
tude and  reported  the  facts  proved  before  the  said  Court  in  the 
above  matter  with  a  correctness  which  does  them  great  honor; 

The  Commander  in  (^^'hicf  hei'eby  returns  them  sincere  thanks 
for  their  faithful  services  and  dissolves  the  said  Court. 
l>y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


166  Annual  Report  of  the 

THE  GOVEKXOR  rROCEEDS  WITH  DECISION. 

MANIFESTATIONS     OF     TURBULENCE     IN     THE     THIRD     REGIMENT     OF 
ARTILLERY. 

G.  O.:  .  Headquarters,  Albany  21st  December  1807. 

It  having  been  represented  to  His  Excellency  the  Commander 
in  Chief  by  Major  Benjamin  Aycrigg,  that  application  had  been 
made  by  him,  first  to  Brigadier  General  (Jacob)  Morton  and  after- 
wards to  Major  General  E.  (Ebenezer)  Stevens,  for  the  arrest  of 
Major  Charles  Snowden  of  the  3rd  Regiment  of  Artillery  and 
that  the  necessary  charges  had  been  exhibited  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  neither  General  Stevens  or  General  Morton 
would  pay  any  attention  to  them  or  order  the  arrest  required; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore  directs  Brigadier  General 
Jacob  ^Morton  to  cause  the  arrest  of  Major  Charles  Snowden  on 
the  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  ]\Iajor  Bt-njamiu  Aycrigg, 
and  that  ^Iaji»r  General  Ebt^nezer  Stevens  order  a  Court  Mar- 
tial for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  said  charges,  to  cause 
the  oflicer  arrested  to  be  served  with  a  cojty  thereof,  and  the  par- 
ties to  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the- 
said  Court  as  the  Law  directs. 

Charges: 

1st,  For  disobedience  of  Brigade  Orders  of  21st  September 
last. 

2nd,  For  neglect  of  Duty  in  not  acting  upon  said  order  of  21st 
September  last; 

3rd,  For  usurping  the  power  of  his  superior  officer,  in  issuing 
a  Regimental  order  on  1ho  inth  of  August  last,  directing  a  legal 
Meeting  of  the  (">fficei-s  of  the  3rd  R«-giment  on  the  18th  of  the 
eame  Month; 
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4th,  For  improper  conduct  at  said  meeting  in  ordering  his 
Superior  officer  under  arrest; 

5th,  For  neglect  of  Duty  in  not  furnishing  Major  Aycrigg  the 
officer  so  arrested  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  agreeable  to  Law; 

6th,  For  Ignorance  of  Duty  and  Malicious  conduct,  in  Order- 
ing the  aboye  mentioned  officer  under  arrest  a  second  time  for 
the  same  pretended  offence,  and  endeayouring  to  injure  bis 
reputation  as  an  officer  by  publishing  it  in  Regimental  orders; 

7th,  For  Unofficer  and  ungentlemanlike  conduct  in  abusing  the 
officers  under  his  command  on  the  parades  of  the  23rd  June  and 
4th  of  July  last,  thereby  disgracing  himself  and  reflecting  much 
of  disgrace  on  the  Corps. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaer.  Adj.  General.  ^ 


yETwY    SERIOrS    CHARGES   PREFERRED    AGAINST   CAPT.    DAVID    FERRIS. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  22nd  December  1S07. 

Whereas  pursuant  to  General  Orders  of  the  2Sth  day  of  Noyem- 
ber  last  past,  the  Court  of  Inquiry  appointed  to  Inyestigate  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Dayid  Ferris,  hath  suspended  its  proceedings 
and  Major  Richard  Ward,  upon  whose  complaint  the  said  Court 
of  Inquiry  was  instituted,  haying,  pursuant  to  the  said  orders, 
specified  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  the"  following  charges 
against  the  said  Dayid  Ferris,  yiz: 

1st,  That  the  said  Dayid  Ferris  in  the  month  of  September, 
ISOl,  at  Westchester,  sold  to  one  Benjamin  Williams,  four  Geese, 
as  the  property  of  him,  the  said  Dayid  Ferris,  and  conyertcd  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  his  own  use,  altho  he  then  was  conscious  and 
knew  that  the  said  Geese,  had  been  stolen  by  a  Negro  slaye  of 
him,  the  said  Dayid: 
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2nd,  That  the  said  David  Ferris,  iu  the  3'ear  1801  at  Westches- 
ter aforesaid,  frauduh>ntly  and  dishonestly  stole,  carried  to  New 
York,  and  sold  Twelve  Ducks,  the  proj^erty  of  John  Gillespie; 

3rd,  That  the  said  David  received  and  sold  the  property  men- 
tioned in  the  last  charge,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  stolen; 

4th,  For  having  feloniously  taken  and  carried  away  at  West- 
chester, aforesaid,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ISOo,  Ten  Turkies 
the  property  of  George  D.  Cooper;  and  that  he  received  and  sold 
the  said  Turkies,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  stolen  from  the 
said  George  D.  Cooper; 

5th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  180G  at 
Westchester,  aforesaid,  did  steal  and  carry  away  the  ropes  of  a 
Fish  net,  the  property  of  Alfred  Livingston ; 

6th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris,  at  Westchester  aforesaid,  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  1797,  did  steal  from  Gilbert  Lewis,  a  certain 
Sow,  the  property  of  the  said  Gilbert  Lewis; 

7th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris,  on  the  Twenty  second  day  of 
^'ovember,  1807,  at  Westchester,  aforesaid,  fraudulently,  deceit- 
fully and  dishonestly  claimed  and  kept  Three  Geese  the  property 
of  one  Daisely,  and  against  the  consent  of  the  said  Baisley,  he, 
the  said  David  Ferris,  well  knowing  that  the  said  Geese  were  the 
property  of  the  said  Baisley; 

8th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris  in  the  fall  of  the  yeiir  I8O0,  at 
Westchester  aforesaid  did  steal  and  carry  away  Ten  Geese,  the 
pro}»erty  of  Stephen  B.  Efoirman; 

9th,  Thiit  tlw  said  David  Ferris  was  President  of  a  Keginieutal 
Court  Martial,  lu'ld  nt  Armstrong's  Tiivern.  in  tlie  Town  of  East 
Chest«T.  \\\o  \a\wv  i.ait  of  tlic  year  IM).".  and  di<l  at  tlu>  said 
Court  deny  his  own  handwriting  nnd  signature  to  a  discharge 
of  Alfred  Livingston  from  Military  duty,  which  said  denial  was 
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malicious,  and  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  tbe  said  Alfred  Liv- 
ingston to  a  fine  for  not  attending  a  Military  parade,  he  the  said 
David,  when  be  so  denied  bis  signature  to  tbe  said  discbarge,  be- 
ing conscious  and  well  knowing  the  same  was  bis  handwriting, 
all  which  was  unprincipled  and  dishonorable,  and  contrary  to 
the  dignity  and  integrity  of  a  President  and  member  of  a  Court 
Martial; 

10th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris  returned  tbe  said  Alfred  Liv- 
ingston, as  a  delinquent  Member  of  his  company,  to  tbe  said 
Court  Martial,  contrary  to  bis  duty  as  an  olbcer  and  from  motives 
of  personal  resentment  against  tbe  said  Alfred,  and  that  he  so 
returned  tbe  said  Alfred,  and  denied  bis  signature  to  bis  dis- 
charge from  Military  duty  before  tbe  aforesaid  Court,  wilfully 
and  for  tbe  purpose  of  vexing,  barrassing  and  oppressing  tbe 
said  Alfred,  and  from  malicious  and  dishonorable  motives; 

11th,  That  at  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  held  at  the  bouse  of 
Philemon  Fowler,  in  tbe  Town  of  East  Chester,  in  tbe  month  of 
December  ISUG,  he  tbe  said  David,  returned  tbe  said  Alfred  Liv- 
ingston as  a  Member  of  bis  company  of  ililitia,  and  a  delinquent 
for  tbe  purpose  of  having  him  fined,  altbo  be  knew  tbe  said 
Alfred  was  excused  from  Military  Duty  by  a  discharge,  signed  by 
him  tbe  said  David  Ferris,  and  tbe  said  David  Ferris  attended  at 
the  said  Court  ilartial,  and  then  and  there  abused,  insulted  and 
indecorously  treated  bis  brother  officers,  members  of  tbe  said 
Court,  and  behaved  towards  them  in  an  indecent  and  highly  un- 
becoming nranner;  • 

12tb,  That  the  said  David  Ferris,  when  setting  (?)  as  President 
of  the'  Court  -Martial  luld  at  Armstrong's  Tavern,  mentioned  in 
the  Ninth  Charge,  habitually  conducted  with  levity  timl  inde- 
corum, boili  towards  (lie  otlu-i-  Members  of  the  said  ('outt,  and 
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the  persons  who  attended  the  said  Court  [Martial  on  business  and 
frequently  entered,  indecently  into  altercations,  quarrels,  and  dis- 
putes with  persons  who  attended  the  said  Court;  and  particularly 
with  the  said  Alfred  and  used  indecent,  abusive  and  insulting 
language  towards  them,  and  particularly  the  said  Alfred,  and 
permitted  the  said  Alfred,  then  and  there  to  call  him,  the  snid 
David  Ferris  a  thief,  whilst  setting  (?)  as  such  President;  all 
which  was  degrading  to  the  office,  which  he  held,  contrary  to  the 
dignity  and  importance  of  his  office,  disrespectful  to  the  other 
members  of  the  said  Court;  subversive  of  good  order;  and  im- 
proper, humiliating  and  degrading  to  his  brother  officers; 

13th,  That  the  said  David  Ferris,  is  habitually  addicted  to 
levity,  rudeness  and  indecorum,  and  to  being  noisy  and  quarrel- 
some, on  public  occasions,  and  is  on  such  public  occasions  habit- 
ually rude,  vulgar,  and  ja'ofane  in  his  language,  conversation  and 
deportment,  thereby  improperly  degrading  the  dignity  of  his 
office,  and  wounding  the  pride  and  feelings  of  the  other  officers 
of  the  IJegiment  to  which  he  belongs. 

Richard  Ward. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  hereby  authorizes,  the  said 
Court  of  Inquiry,  to  proceed  in  the  Investigation  of  the  above 
Charges,  and  orders  that  a  Copy  of  the  said  Charges  and  of  this 
Order,  together  with  Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of 
the  said  Court  to  investigate  the  same,  be  served  on  the  said 
David  Ferris  six  days  at  least,  before  the  time  of  such  meeting. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  R'-nsi-ehu  r,  Adjt.  Oenl. 


:i  ;';i 


State  Historian'.  171 

MORE  TROUBLE  IN  THE  THIRD  ARTILLERY. 

<;i:ni:ual  Jacob  mokton  ordered   in  arrest,   on  charges  pre- 
ferred BY  LIEUT.  COL.  ANDREW  SITCHER. 

0.  O.:  Ileadquartei'S,  Albany,  2iid  February,  1S08. 

Ai)plicatioii  having:  been  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
inander  in  Chief  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Andrew  Sitcher,  of  the 
first  Brigade  of  Artillery  for  the  aiTest  of  Brigadier  General 
Jacob  Morton  Commander  thereof,  on  the  Charges  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  for  the  appointment  of  a  Court  Martial  to  investigate 
the  said  Charges; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  threfore,  directs  Major  General  Ebe- 
nezer  Stevens  to  cause  Brigadier  General  Jacob  Morton  to  be 
ai  rested  on  the  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Andrew  Sitcher,  and  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  thereof,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  Law;  and  further  orders  a  Court  Martial 
<:onsisting  of  Brigadier  General  (Aquila)  Giles,  who  will  preside, 
and  Lieut.  Col's.  (Libbeus)  Loomis,  (Jacob  La)  Montaguie,  (Rich- 
<nrdi  Dodge,  (Edwaid)  Laight,  (Jonas)  Mapes,  (Peter^  Van  Zandt, 
and  (David  R.)  Bogart  of  New  York,  (Jeremiah)  Johnson  of  Kings, 
(John  A.)  Ditnias  of  Queens,  (Pierre)  Van  Cortlaudt  and  (William) 
Vail,  of  ^Vesr^he.ster  and  (Charles)  Clinton  of  the  Artillery,  of 
Orange,  as  ^Ieml)ers,  to  assemble  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  the 
Twenty  third  day  of  February,  Instant,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  said  charges,  and  to  give  the  parties  Xotice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  said  Court  and  to  transmit  the 
proceedings  thereof,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  without  delay. 

]\Iajor  Cieiu'ral  Stevens  will  notify  the  members  of  the  said 
Court  of  their  api»()intment  and  ihe  lime  and  place  designed  for 
their  meeting. 

By  ordi'r  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
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Copy  of  the  Charges. 
I  Xe^v  York,  October  15tb,  1807. 

Copy  of  the  Charges  exhibited  against  Brigadier  General 
Jacob  Morton,  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Sitcher: 

1st,  For  improper  conduct  when  presiding  at  a  Court  Martial^ 
for  the  trial  of  Major  Andrew  Sitcher  in  the  month  of  June,  last^ 
in  drinl^ing  spirituous  Liquors  and  suffering  the  same  to  be  drank 
by  the  Members  of  the  Court  at  the  sitting  thereof,  to  the  inter- 
ruption  of  the  proceedings,  thereby  vlokiting  the  dignity  of  said 
Court,  and  thus  introducing  disorder  and  reflecting  disgrace  on 
the  same; 

2nd,  For  Unoftlcer  like  conduct,  contrary  to  his  duty  as  Pre- 
siding Oillcer  of  tlu'  t>aid  Court,  in  suffering  or  encouraging  dis- 
graceful levity  during  the  examination  of  Witnesses; 

3rd,  For  neglect  of  duty,  as  such  presiding  officer  in  not  exer- 
cising his  authority  to  endeavor  to  prevent  and  cause  such  levity 
to  cease; 

4th,  For  wilful  ncglt-ct  of  duty,  in  not  causing  the  Brigade 
Orders  issued  by  him  siniM?  the  ISih  of  June  last,  to  be  delivered 
to  Lieutenant  Cohm.-l  Andrew  Sitcher  the  Cou'imander  of  the 
said  Regiment  of  his  I'.rigade; 

5th  For  maliiionsly  and  wiili  ;i  ^'iew  to  injure  the  feelings 
of  the  said  Lieut.  ("..1.  Aiidn-w  Sir. -her,  and  in  fact  deprive  him 
of  the  command  ilifg.iljy.  directing  that  no  such  orders  should 
be  delivered  to  him; 

Gth,  For  ignni;ner  <,f  duty  in  making  an  improper  addition  of 
four  compaiii''s  to  iIm-  Third  K'e'_riimMit  of  bis  Briirado,  and  bv 
forming  all  tli.-  rompaiii.-s  in  the  city  (ff  X.mv  "\'(.rk,  Eight  in 
Number.  .omiM.-i!:-  thr  s:iid  K'-uMm-'uf  into  one  Ilattalion.  under 
the  ruinmand  of  .M.ijof  iCIi;iiItsi  .^now  <i.-ii  and  f<Mir  coin  panics  on 
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Loni;  Islaiul  and  in  Westchester  County,  out  of  said  city,  and 
not  officered  in  or  intended  to  belong,  to  said  Kegiment  into 
iiuothei*  Battalion,  under  the  command  of  Major  Benjamin 
Aycrigg; 

7th,  For  depriving  Major  Benjamin  Aycrigg  of  a  command  in 
the  City  of  New  York  illegally  by  the  said  addition; 

Sth,  For  making  an  unfair  and  improx)er  division  of  the  said 

Regiment,  with  the  intent,  wilfully  to  deprive  Major  Benjamin 

Aycrigg  of  his  legal  command  in  the  City  of  New  York,  for  which 

lie  was  appointed  Major. 

A.  Sitcher,  Lieut.  Col., 

Command't  of  the  3rd  Eeg't  of  ArtiFv. 


A  TROOP  OF  CAVALRY  FOR  COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

CO.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  2Sth  December,  1807. 

\Miereas  it  has  been  represented  that  it  would  be  convenient 
and  of  pnltlic  utility,  to  have  two  companies  of  Cavalry,  organized 
in  the  County  of  Columbia,  one  thereof  in  Col.  (^John  I.)^'an  Rens- 
selaer's Kegiment  and  the  other  in  Col.  (Peter  J.)  Vosburgh's,  and 
Avheieas  it  has  also  been  represented  that  a  company  hath  already 
been  raised  in  (Vjl.  Van  Bt^nsselaer's  Regiment,  consisting  of 
upwards  of  fifty  men,  most  of  whom  are  already  equipped,  and 
the  equipments  for  the  residue  are  nearly  completed,  and,  whereas 
the  Commander  in  Chief  has  taken  measures  to  have  any  objec- 
tions which  miglit  exist  against  the  organization  of  the  said  com- 
pany and  111'-  apiM>intment  of  the  otlicers  chosen  by  them,  laid 
before  him  and  no  satisfactory  objections  having  been  presented, 
the  <  "oniiiiandcr  in  Cliirf  herel>y  nriinnizes  tlie  said  Comjiany  of 
Cavaby.  and  appoints  Reuben  R.inney,  C.i[»iain;  Robert  IT.  A'an 
Rensselaei'.  Taeutenant:  John  V.  Mesick,  Second  Lieutenant;  and 
Calvin  Loring,  Cornet,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Aji- 
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poiutment  in  the  premises  be  known;  wliieh  company  shall  belonj^' 
to  Col.  John  I.  Van  IJeusselaer's  Regiment  of  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Squadron  Commanded  by  Major  (John)  AYhiting,  and  shall  parade 
for  annual  Inspection  in  Col.  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer's  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry  in  General  (Samuel)  Ten  Broeck's  Brigade  of 
Infantry. 
By  order  of  Excellency: 

Sol  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Genl. 


CHARGES  PREFERRED  AGAINST  LIEUT.   COL.   PELL. 

G.  0. :  Headquarters,  Albany,  16th  Feby.,  ISOS. 

Application  having  been  made  to  His  Excellency,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  by  ilajor  Richard  Ward  of  General  (Thomas) 
Carpenter's  lirigade  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Westchester  for 
a  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  J.  Pell 
on  the  following  chaigts,  viz: 

1st,  That  the  aforesaid  Lieut.  Col.  David  J.  Pell,  did  in  manner 
following  treat  this  complaint  in  an  unolficer  and  ungentleman- 
like  manner,  to  wit:  In  a  public  store  in  the  presence  of  a  Number 
of  Citizens  in  2sew  Rochelle,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  some  time 
in  the  Month  of  November  last  past,  by  charging  the  aforesaid 
Major  Ward  with  crimes  and  OlTences  Avhich  would  justify  an 
arrest;  the  said  Lieutenant  Col.  Pell  did  not  then,  nor  at  any 
time  since  arrest,  or  furnish  as  the  Law  requires,  the  said  Major 
Ward  with  a  written  charge  of  any  Crimes  or  Offences,  thereby 
degrading  him  in  tlie  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens  without 
atTording  him  the  means  of  <lcfen<-e: 

2nd,  That  the  said  Lieut.  Col.  Pell  indulges  in  inebriety  and 
habitual  drunkenness,  degi-ading  to  the  otVice  which  he  holds  and 
injurious  to  the  feelings  of  his  brother  oflicers; 
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The  first  Charge  hero  aOduced  is  not  of  sufficient  weight  to 
justify  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  take  aov  uotiee  of  it,  and  therefore 

is  dismissed. 

On  the  seeond  Charge  a  Court  of  Inquiry  is  appointed,  con- 
sisting  of  Lieut.  Col's  (rierre)  Van  Cortlaudt,  (William)  Vail,  and 
(josepbi  Benedict  of  the  Westchester  Brigade,  Lieutenant  Col. 
(Peter)  Van  Zaudt  of  the  Xew  York  brigade  of  Infantry  and  of 
Major  (Jackson)  O.lel  of  the  Westchester  Squadron  of  Cavalry, 
and  will  meet  at  such  thue  and  place  as  .he  Major  Gen-1.  of  the 
first  Division  of  Infantry  shall  direct  and  will  report  their  pro- 
ceedings  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  without  delay. 
By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  Genl. 


CAPTAIN  NATHAN  MONGER  ON  TRIAL. 

^  Q  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  IGtb  Feby.,  180S. 

Complaint  having  been  made  by  Captains  Solomon  Buck. 
Ephriam  Lm-e  and  Oliver  Bush  against  Captain  Nathan  Monger 
of  Lieutenant  Col.  ^Oliver)  Collin's  Eegiment  in  General  (Walter) 
Martin's  Brigade,  and  a  Court  of  Innuiry  requested  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  the  said  Captain  Monger  on  the  Charges  follow- 
ing'^'^"'  

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore  Orders,  that  Lieut.  Col. 
Paul  Stickney,  Major  Luke  ^Yinchell  and  Captain  Gideon  Shep- 
herd compose  the  said  Court,  that  they  meet  at  such  time  and 
pHce  as  Brigadier  General  Martin  shall  direct,  to  give  the  parties 
Notice  of  such  nnr-eting  and  report  the  facts  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  without  delay. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

SoL  Van  Kensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
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another  officer  accused  of  excessive  tippling. 
G.  O.:  Headiiuai'ters,  Albany,  IGtb  February,  180S. 

Application  having  been  made  to  Ilis  Excellency,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Asa  Kansom,  Major  Timothy 
S.  Hopkins  and  Captain  George  Gardner,  of  Brigadier  General 
(Alexander)  Rea's  Brigade  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Major  Sylvanus  Mabee,  on  the  following  charges,  viz: 

1st,  For  disobedience  of  Orders  and  uugenilemanlike  conduct 
at  Officers'  meetings; 

2nd,  For  his  uniform  habit  of  making  too  great  use  of  ardent 
spirits  and  fomenting  quarrels  on  Military  days. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore  Orders  that 

compose  such  Court,  that  they  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as 
Gen'l.  Ilea  shall  direct,  that  they  give  the  parties  notice  of  such 
meeting  and  report  the  facts  without  delay. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 
:  Sol,  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


SETTLING    DISPUTED    RANK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  23rd  February,  ISOS. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  a  Board  of  Otlicers,  con- 
sisting of  Major  General  (Peter)  Gansevoort,  Brigadiers  General 
(Gerrit  W,)  \'an  Schaick,  (James  \V,)  Wilkin  and  (Alexander)  Rea 
and  Lieutenant  Col.  (Henry)  ]McXeil,  assemble  at  Lewis's  City 
Tavern,  on  Friday  the  2(»th  Instant,  at  3  o'clock  1*.  ]\[.  to  ascertain 
the  disputed  Rank  of  certain  CUlicers  in  Lieutenant  Col.  (Adam) 
Yates's  Regiment,  in  General  (Ilosea)  IMollitt's  Brigade;  and  that 
they  report  their  decision  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  without 
delav.     Lieut.  Col.  Yates  will  order  such  of  his  oHUers  as  have 
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pretensions,  to  appear  before  this  board,  with  their  Commissions 

and  to  exhibit  their  claims  to  the  end  that  a  final  adjustment  may 

take  place. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


GENERAL  MORTOn's  COURT  MARTIAL. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  2.j  Fe^bruary  ISOS. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  in  the  event  of  the  non-attend- 
ance of  Lieut.  Col.  Van  Cortlandt  as  a  Member  of  the  Court 
Martial  ordered  for  the  Trial  of  Brigadier  General  Morton,  that 
Major  General  Stevens  select  and  order  either  Lieut.  Col.  (Jacob 
S.)  Jackson  of  Queens  County,  or  :Major  (Joseph)  Ferine,  of  Eich- 
moud  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Vacant  Member,  and  to  Order 
the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  said  Court  at  such  time 
and  place  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 
G.  O.:  Headiiuarters,  Albany,  14th  March,  ISOS. 

In  the  event  of  the  non-attendance  of  any  of  the  Members  of 
the  Court  Martial  ordered  for  the  trial  of  Brigadier  General  Jacob 
Morton,  \sho  stands  adjourned  to  the  21st  Instant,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  directs  Major  General  Stevens  to  supply  the  seats  of  the 
Vacant  Members,  by  selecting  and  Ordering  the  attendance  of 
such  Officers  as  he  in  his  discretion  may  deem  proper  for  that 
purpose. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Kensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


A  BATTALION  OF  RIFLEMEN  ORGANIZED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  2G  Decemb.  1S07. 

It  liaving  been  represented  by  Brigadier  General  (Gerard)  Sted- 

diford  and  Col.  Edward  W.  Laight  that  the  Company  of  Infan- 
12 
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try  commanded  by  Capt.  Francis  McClure,  in  the  Regiment  com- 
manded by  Col.  Laight,  are  desirous  of  becoming  a  Corps  of 
'  Rilllemen  and  are  too  numerous  to  be  exercised  as  a  Company, 
and  the  Ollicers  before  mentioned  at  the  request  of  the  Officers 
and  Privates  of  the  said  Company,  haviiig  desired  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  organize  the  said  Company  into  a  Battalion 
of  RifUemen; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  conceiving  the  said  re- 
quest reasonable  and  that  a  compliance  therewith  will  be  at- 
tended with  beneficial  consequences  by  encouraging  a  laudable 
zeal  to  promote  the  establishment  of  Kiftle  C'ori.s  in  this  t<tate 
hereby  Orders,  that  the  said  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Francis  McClure,  be  and  are  hereby  organized 
into  a  Battalion  to  equip  themselves  forthwith  as  Rifflmen,  and 
further  directs  that  Francis  McClure  take  the  command  of  said 
Battalion  as  Major; 

That  Dan'l  Fisher.  Thomas  McKittrick,  John  Morrison   and 
David  Andrews  be  Captains; 

Robert  Blakely,  Joseph  Tate,  James  Farrell  and  David  Logan 
be  Lieutenants; 

And  that  Hugh  Walker,  Robert  Dillon,  Patrick  Lunny,  and 
Charles  Eagleson  be  Ensigns,  in  the  said  Battalion  until  further 
orders  or  appointments.  And  the  Commander  in  Chief  further 
directs  that  the  said  Battalion  of  Pimcmen,  until  further  orders 
be  annexed  to  Col.  Laight's  Regiment  of  Infantry;  and  that  Col.  • 
Lalght  apportion  and  assign  the  companies  and  the  respective 
officers  above  mentioned  in  the  said  Battalion,  and  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chi^-f.  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
the  number,  state  of  equipments,  &c.,  of  the  said  Battalion,  to 
the  end  that  the  Officers  appointed  by  these  orders  or  so  many  of 
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them  as  may  be  judged  proper  by  the  Council  of  Appointment 
may  be  appointed  and  commissioned  as  officers  of  a  Battalion  of 
Eirtlemen. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


FLYING  ARTILLERY  FOR  ONONDAGA  COUNTY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  IGth  January,  ISOS. 

An  application  of  Sylvanus  Tousley  and  forty  nine  others,  of- 
fering to  Uniform  and  equip  themselves  as  a  Company  of  Horse 
or  Flying  Artilley  within  the  Brigade  of  ]\Iilitia  in  the  County  of 
Onondaga,  whereof  James  Knapp  is  Brigadier  General,  having 
been  presented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  he  being  thereby 
satisfied  that  at  least  Forty  nine  Men  including  Ofiicers  are  ready 
and  willing  to  equip  themselves  agreeably  to  LavY,  hereby  Orders 
and  directs  that  the  said  Company  of  Flying  or  Horse  Artillery 
be  Organized  accordingly,  of  which  Company  Sylvanus  Tousley 
is  to  be  the  Captain;  Jolm  James,  first  Lieutenant,  and  Simon  D. 
Wattles,  second  Lieutenant,  who  are  to  be  recognized,  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  further  directs  that  the  said  Company 
shall  be  equipped  with  Horses,  Pistols,  sword  and  other  Equip- 
ments of  Cavalry,  and  that  Ihe  uniform  of  said  Company  be  the 
same  as  that  of  Captain  (Joseph  0.)  Bogart's  Company  of  Flying 
or  Horse  Artillery  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

And  it  is  further  directed  that  the  said  Company  shall  parade 
for  Kxercisi'  and  Improvcnu'iit  and  to  perform  the  duties  apper- 
taining to  the  Corps,  four  times  in  each  year,  and  in  addition 
thereto,  once  in  eacli  Year  with  the  Artillery,  for  annual  review, 
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under  and  pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the  Brigadier  General  of 
the  third  Brigade  of  Artillery. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


REARRANGING   THE   MILITIA  IN   MONTGOMERY   COUNTY. 

C  O. :  Headquarters,  Albany,  Gth  April,  ISOS. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  having  duly  considered  the  peti- 
tions of  Sundry  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the 
County  of  Montgomery,  Commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Gray, 
praying  a  Division  of  the  said  Regiment,  and  conceiving  the  same 
reasonable  and  proper,  hereby  directs,  that  a  Battalion  be  and  is 
hereby  set  off  from  the  said  Regiment,  which  Battalion  shall  in- 
clude the  Towns  of  Stratford,  Salisbury,  and  such  part  of  Mau- 
heim  as  now  forms  the  Company  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
Zalmon  Gilbert,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said  Regiment,  not 
comprehended  in  the  above  limits,  remain  a  Regiment  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Gray.  Captain  James  Chipj)  will  take 
the  command  of  the  said  Battalion  and  will  be  commissioned 
as  Major  for  that  purpose  by  the  Council  of  Appointment,  and 
the  said  Commandant  is  required,  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  to  furnish  the  Adjutant  General  with  a  full  return  of  the 
names  of  all  tlie  officers  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Battalion 
and  of  the  offices  held  by  them  respectively,  and  of  the  \'acan- 
cies  and  persons  entitled  to  promotion,  to  the  end  that  all  officers 
within  the  said  limits  may  be  appointed  as  officers  in  the  Battal- 
ion, with  rank  from  the  dates  of  their  resj»ective  Regimental  Com- 
mission s  n -spec t i vely. 

I'y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
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GENERAL  MORTON  ACQUITTED  BY  COrRT  MARTIAL. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  12th  April  1808. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  ordered  an  arrest  of  Briga- 
dier General  Jacob  Morton,  and  appointed  a  Court  Martial  for 
his  Trial,  upon  certain  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Andrew  Sitcher,  and  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the 
said  Court  Martial  signed  by  the  President  thereof,  having  been 
delivered  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  according  to  Law,  on  the 
Sixth  day  of  April  Instant,  by  which  said  proceedings  and  sen- 
tence, it  appears  that  the  said  Court  Martial  have  ordered,  de- 
termined, and  adjudged  that  Brigadier  General  Jacob  Morton 
is  not  guilty  of  any  of  the  charges  so  preferred  against  him,  and 

have  acquitted  him  of  all  and  every  of  the  said  charges  with  the 

I 
highest  honor: 

The  Commander  in  Chief  thereupon,  hereby  approves  the  said 
sentence  of  the  said  Court  Martial  and  dissolves  the  same. 
Brigadier  General  Jacob  Morton  is  hereby  honorably  discharged 
from  the  said  arrest  and  required  to  resume  his  commaud,  of  the 
first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  of  this  State. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  New  York,  12th  May,  ISOS. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Lieut. Col. (Libbensi  Looinis,  that 
in  the  second  Regiment  of  tin-  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  the  Com- 
pany whereof  James  D.  Wallace  is  Commandant,  is  destitute  of 
an  oflicer  (■ai)able  of  taking  the  command  and  charge  at  the 
parndes  of  said  Regiment,  wliirli  will  tako  ]»];ire  ].!'ev;ous  to  the 
next  meeiing  of  tlio  Council,  and  it  apiuariiig  pro{M-r  that  some 
suitable   p.Tson  should   I'e  assigned   fur   tlial    purpose  until   the 
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pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  may  be  known  in  the 
premises: 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  hereby  directs  Brigadier 
General  Morton  to  assign  by  orders,  some  suitable  person  to  take 
charge  and  act  as  Commander  of  said  Company  until  the  loth 
day  of  June  next. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


MORE  TROUBLE  IN  THE  THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

O.  O. :  Headquarters,  New  York,  ISth  May,  ISOS. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that 
there  exists  a  controversy  respecting  the  rank  of  the  Captains 
and  Lieutenants  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Artillery,  who  are 
commissioned  therein  in  the  City  of  New  York,  a  board  of  Offi- 
cers is  therefore,  hereby  appointed,  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  said 
Officers,  to  consist  of  Brigadier  General  (Gerard)  Steddiford,  Col. 
Peter  Cnrtenius,  and  Col,  Jacob  DeLamontagnie,  who  will  meet 
for  that  purpose  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  deem  con- 
venient and  proper; 

And  it  is  further  Ordered  that  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  meeting  of  the  said  board  of  Officers  be  given  to  the  several 
Officers  between  whom  there  is  a  Controversy  about  rank. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Col.  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
New  York,  Sth  September,  ISOS, 

Pursuant  to  General  orders  of  the  ISth  May  Inst,  which  di- 
rected a  board  of  officers  to  set  (?;  in  the  Cily  of  New  York,  in 
order  to  settle  a  Controvers}*  respecting  rank  of  the  Captains  and 
Lieutenants  of  the  Third  regiment  of  Artillerv  who  are  com- 
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missioned  therein,  Brigadit-r  General  Steddiford  and  Col.  Peter 
<;urtenius  and  Col,  Jacob  De  Lamontagnie  Members,  the  board 
hcing  formed  and  proceeded  to  business,  are  decided  in  their 
opinion  that  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants,  that  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Brigade  of  Infantry,  and  now  commissioned  in  the 
Third  Kcgiment  of  Artillery,  are  not  entitled  to  any  rank  ftom 
their  Infantry  commissions.  It  did  not  appear  to  us  that  any 
regular  transfer  had  been  made  of  those  officers  to  the  third  Kegi- 
ment  of  Artillery. 

All  of  which  is  resi)ectfully  submitted. 

Gerrard  Steddiford,  Biig'r  Gen'l. 

Jacob  De  Lamontagnie,  Lieut.  CoL 
LTis  Excellency,  the  Commander  in  Chief. 


ARRANGING   FOR   MORE   RIFLEMEN. 

Headquarters.  Albany,  21st  June,  ISOS. 
The  Commander  in  Chief,  by  A'irtue  of  an  Act  passed  the  last 

sessiui\  of  the  Legislature,  authorizing  him  to  form  a  Battalion 

1 
of  Bitllemen,  in  each  Brigade  of  Infantry,  orders,  that  the  Com- 
pany lately  commanded  by  Captain  (Francis)  McClure,  in  General 
Steddiford's  brigade,  be  organized  into  a  Battalion  of  Killlemen, 
and  to  be  commanded  by  ^Major  ]^IcClure  who  is  commissioned 
for  that  purpose.  General  Steddiford  will  give  the  necessary 
Orders  to  this  effect,  and  it  is  hoped  will  promote  the  Establish- 
ment of  this  useful  Corps. 

The  first  Regiment  of  Light  Infantry,  excepting  that  portion  of 
it  organized  into  a  Kittle  Gorps,  is  transferred  to  an  ordinary  beat 
Regiment.  General  Steddifoi'd  will  assign  a  suitable  portion  or 
district  of  the  beats  of  the  othor  Regiments,  to  this  Regiment, 
and  fix  and  regulate  the  beats  of  the  other  Regiments,  as  far  as 
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such  ai^signment  for  the  six  Regiments  renders  it  necessary  and 
proper,  the  result  of  which  he  will  communicate  to  the  Adjutant 
General. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


MORE  FLYING  ARTILLERY. 

Headquarters,  Xew  York,  30th  June,  ISOS. 

Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  the  last  session, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  further  amend  the  Laws  respecting  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  passed  the  third  day  of  April,  ISOS,"  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said  State,  deeming  it  necessary  and 
expedient,  to  organize  in  the  first  brigade  of  Artillery,  of  the 
said  State,  one  company  of  Flying  or  Horse  Artillery,  and  be- 
ing satisfied  that  at  least  fifty  Men,  including  Officers,  are  ready 
and  willing  to  equip  themselves,  agreeably  to  Law  under  the 
Command  of  the  officers  hereafter  mentioned,  does  hereby  organ- 
ize such  Company  and  orders,  directs,  and  appoints,  that  Joseph 
O.  Bogart  of  the  City  of  Xew  York  be  captain  of  the  said  Com- 
pany. John  Lovell  of  the  same  place,  first  Lieutenant,  John 
Boscowan  of  the  same  place,  second  Lieutenant  and  John  Graff, 
Corner;  and  he  further  Onh-rs  and  directs,  that  the  Uniform  of 
the  said  company  continue  the  same  as  it  heretofore  has  been, 
under  Cax»tain  Jolin  Fink. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston.  Lt.  Col.  and  Aide-De-Camp. 
Ib-adtpiartcrs,  New  York.  July  L^t,  ISOS. 

Organized  a  comjtany  «>f  l-Myiiig  Artillery  to  be  cnrnmanded  by 
William  \\'allace.  Captain;  Benjamin  W.  Kogers.  1st  Lieutenant; 
William  < 'i;iig.  iMn!   Po;  iJnl.ert   L.  I'al  leison.  rernet. 

( ;en<  ral  orders  as  almve. 
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promotions. 
Headiiuarters,  New  York,  1st  July,  ISOS. 
Lieutenant  Col.  Curtenius.  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery, 
liaving  represented  that  there  is  a  vacaury  for  one  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  for  Quartermaster,  in  his  Eegiment,  and  having  de- 
sired the  following  persons  to  be  appointed,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  therefore,  hereby  orders  and  directs,  that  Daniel  Baehr 
act  as  and  perform  the  duties  of  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Kegiment,  and  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly,  and  that 
Caleb  Hopkins  act  as  and  perforin  the  duties  of  Quartermaster 
of  said  Regiment,  and  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.-D.-Camp. 
Headquarters,  Xew  York,  July  2nd,  ISOS. 

It  having  been  represented  that  there  is  a  Vacancy  for  second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  Artillery,  of  the  first  Brigade, 
iind  that  ^Mr.  Edward  Rockwell  was  intended  to  be  returned  and 
commissioned  as  such,  but  that  on  account  of  some  mistake  or 
omission  he  has  not  been  returned,  or  if  returned  has  not  been 
commissioned; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  hereby  orders  and  directs, 
that  the  said  Edward  Rockwell  Vie  assigned  as  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  said  Regiment,  and  be  respected  and  obeyed  as  such  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known  in  the 
premises. 

Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  rhicf: 
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COL.  goodspeed's  kegiment  shifted. 
G.  O.:  .  Headquarleis,  New  York,  13th  July,  ISOS. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  it 
would  greatly  accommodate  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Kegi- 
ment, commanded  by  Col.  (Luke)  Goodspeed  in  the  Brigade  of 
Militia,  whereof  Alexander  Ehea  (Rea)  Esq'r  is  Brigadier  General. 
and  would  not  counteract  the  wishes  either  of  Gen'l.  Rea  or  of 
General  (George)  McClure,  if  the  said  Regiment  commanded  by 
Col.  Goodspeed,  were  detached  from  General  Rhea's  Brigade,  and 
annexed  to  General  ^IcClure's; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore  hereby  orders,  that  the  said 
Regiment  henceforth  until  further  orders,  be  separated  from  Gen- 
eral Rea's  Brigade,  and  be  annexed  to  the  Brigade  whereof  George 
McClure  Esq.  of  the  County  of  Steuben,  is  Brigadier  General,  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Regiment,  are  commanded  to 
obey  and  respect  him  as  their  Brigadier  General  accordingly; 

And  it  is  further  directed  that  General  Alexander  Rhea  and 
also  the  Field  officers  of  said  Goodsjx'ed's  Regiment,  be  severally 
notified  without  (U-lay  of  this  order  and  that  General  McClure 
cause  such  notice  to  be  given. 

By  ordt-r  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston,  Col.  and  A.-D.-Camp. 


A   NEW  AUTILLEUY   COMPANY   FOR  NEW   YOIlIv  CPrY. 

G.  0.:  neadcjuarters.  New  York,  L3th  July,  ISOS. 

It  having  be^n  represented  unto  me  that  a  company  of  Artillery 
in  the  City  of  Xr-w  York  has  associated  together  and  are  ready  to 
equip  tht'uist'lvfs  if  tlioy  can  bo  organiziMl  as  a  com])any.  and  the 
Commandor  in  Cliiof  dooming  it  of  publit;  importance  to  en- 
courage ^'olunt••or  Corps  of  Young  nion,  hereby  organizes  the 
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said  company,  and  directs  that  John  Delafield  Juu'r  take  the  com- 
uiand  thereof,  as  Captain,  Augustus  Herring,  as  first  Lieutenant 
and  John  Alsop  King,  as  second  Lieutenant,  thereof,  and  that  the 
said  company  when  uniformed  and  equipped  be  attached  to  a 
Battalion  of  Artillery  in  the  first  Brigade  about  to  be  organized, 
consisting  of  Captains  of  Artillery  in  Kings,  Suffolk  and  West- 
chester Counties  and  the  above  Company  hereby  organized  are  to 
be  attached  to  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  of  this  State. 


peomotions. 
G.  O. :  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  13th  July,  1808. 

^yhereas  David  Crocheron  was  returned  as  Adjutant  for  the 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  Eichmond  County,  by  the  Commandant  of 
said  Regiment,  but  his  name  was  either  omitted  in  the  Brigade 
returns,  or  if  contained  in  that  return,  he  was  not  appointed  by 
mistake  of  the  Council  of  Appointment; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore  hereby  appoints,  the  said 
David  Crocheron,  to  be  Adjutant  of  the  said  Regiment,  and  to 
be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  in  the  x)remises  be  known. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  Adj.  Oenl. 

0.  O.:  Head-piarters,  Xew  York,  July  14th,  1808. 

Thomas  ^fcKettrick  having  Ix-en  returned  to  the  Council  of 
Appointment  for  the  appointment  of  captain,  and  on  account  of 
some  mistake  or  accident  not  having  received  his  commission  as 
such; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  hereby  appoints  and  aa- 
tign  him  a  Cajitain  in  Major  ^IcClure's  Battalion  of  Riflflemen  and 
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ord«.  and  direct,  that  the  said  Tho.nas  McKitt.iok  be  obeved 
and  ■....„,ec,..d  acecdinglv.  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Couucii  ot 
ApiM.mtmeut  be  known  in  tlie  premises. 

By  order  ot  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston,  Col.  and  A.-D.-Camp. 
^'  '^''  Headquarters.  Xew  York,  20th  Julv,  180S 

It  having  been  represented  that  Gilbert  Haight,  .-Vndrew  Bra- 
man  and  George  ^V.  Brown  were  intended  to  be  inelnded  in  the 
return  of  vac-aneies  and  promotions,  for  the  Third  Regiment  of 
Artillerv,  in  the  first  Brigade  of  this  State,  for  the  ofBces  of  sec 
ond  Lieutenants  respective!,-,  but  that  by  some  mistake  or  inad- 
vertence,  they  were  not  so  returned  and  acoordinglv  not  ap- 
pointed; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore  hereby  appoints,  the  said 
G.lbert  Hnight,  .Andrew  Braman,  and  George  W.  Brown,  second 
Wutenants  in  the  said  Regiment,  and  they  are  directed  to  be 
respected  and  obeyed  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Conn- 
cil  of  Appointment  in  this  respect  be  made  known. 

And  it  is  further  ordered  and  directed  that  the  several  persons 
above  named,  be  .assigned  to,  and  act  .as  second  Lieutenants  ot 
the  Companies  to  which  they  have  respectively  been  attached 
and  in  which  they  have  severally  acted  in  that  capacity. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Cliief : 

*"'■"■■  "'■■"^'"''^'■"•'•^■^"'■»  Vork.  10th.Vng'st.L<:ns 

There  having  been  no  assignment  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Fourth  K,.gin,ent  in  Brigadi.-r  Geneial  S.eddiford's  Brigade  the 

ComuMMd.-r  i„  Chief  .li,.,.c,s  , hat  ,.i,.n,enaut  Col.  .lasper  Ward 
horetoforo  at,.„.l,.d  to  the  said  Uegin.ent,  be  assigned  to  the  com' 
mand  thereof,  .n,l  he  is  hereby  re,,uired  to  take  command  and  is 
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to  be  obeyed  and  respected  by  the  oflicers  of  the  said  fourth  Regi- 
uieiit,  as  their  Lieutenant  Colonel  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 

0.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  10th  Aug'st,  180S. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  in 
the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  city  of  Xew  York, 
whereof  Jacob  De  Lamontagnie  is  Lieutenant  Colonel,  there  are 
sundry  vacancies  to  fill,  which  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
be  known,  the  following  Persons  have  been  named  and  recom- 
mended: 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  hereby  orders  and  directs 
that  the  following  persons  be  assigned  and  appointed  to  act  in 
the  said  Regiment,  in  the  several  offices  opposite  their  respective 
names,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  in  the  premises  shall  be 
known: 

Richard  L.  Walker,  Surgeon;  John  D.  Brown,  Ensign;  Benja- 
min L.  Day,  Ensign;  John  P.  Foote,  Ensign;  James  Boyd  Jun'r, 
Ensign;  Daniel  Smith,  Ensign;  Nathaniel  Smith,  Ensign;  Ste- 
phen Jarvis,  Ensign. 

Which  said  persons  are  to  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly 
in  their  respective  offices;  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  further 
requests  and  directs,  that  notwithstanding  the  date  of  these 
orders,  Colonel  Montagnie  will  give  such  rank  to  the  Ensigns 
herein  assigned,  and  who  were  returned  by  him  for  the  same  ap- 
pointments before  the  last  session  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, as  shall  appear  to  him  just  and  proper,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  by  orders  to  fix  and  regulate  the  rank  of  the  Ensigns 
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accordingly,  which  orders  shall  be  as  effectual  and  conclusive  a. 
the  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  that  respect  could  be. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C. 


THE  THIRD  REGIMENT  OE  ARTILLERY  REORGANIZED. 

A    STEP    NECESSITATED    BY    INTERNAL    DISSENSIONS  -  COL.    SITCHER 
DEPRIVED    OF    COMMAND. 

State  of  New  York, 
^-  ^•'  Headquarters.  New  York,  12th  Aug'st,  180S. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  deeming  it  his  duty  to  reorganize  the 
third  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  first  Brigade,  has  judged  it 
expedient,  to  assign  in  orders  his  reasons  for  revoking  the  for- 
mer orders  upon  this  subject,  and  for  his  belief  that  the  organi- 
zation hereby  established  will  better  comport  with  the  views  and 
intentions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  and 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  by  whom  the  former  orders  were 
issued. 

The  application  for  a  Law  authorizing  the  organization  of  a 
Third  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  tirst  Brigade  originated  with 
the  Artillery  officers  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  altho'  the  Law 
passed  upon  that  occasion  was  general  in  its  terms,  yet  tlie  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  is  inferable  from  the  duties  and  privileges 
prescribed,  which  duties  and  privileges  were  never  before  or  since 
imposed  or  conferred  upon  the  Country  Artillery;  and  in  a  subse- 
quent Act  of  the  same  session,  the  Legislature  expressly  recog- 
nizes the  said  Regiment  as  the  Third  Rogiraent  of  Artillery  in 
the  City  of  New  York. 

That  the  Council  of  Appointment,  consisting  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  and  Members  of  the  Legislature,  so  considered  it.  is  evi- 
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dt'iit  from  the  fact  of  their  having  appointed  in  the  Regiment 
none  but  the  ofticers  of  companies  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
of  their  having  commissioned  them  expressly  "officers  of  the 
Third  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  City  of  New  York."  Besides, 
that  they  did  not  deem  the  Country  companies  of  Major  Sitcher's 
Battalion  as  intended  to  belong  to  the  Third  Regiment  as  is  fully 
proved  by  their  appointments,  which  in  case  those  companies 
were  to  compose  part  of  that  Regiment,  manifestly  violated  the 
rank  of  the  Country  Captains,  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  the 
Council  intended  such  violation.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  has  no  doubt  that  both  the  Legislature  and 
the  Council  of  Appointment  designed  the  Third  Regiment  to 
consist  of  the  eight  New  York  Companies  of  Major  Sitcher's  Bat- 
talion, and  that  the  General  Orders  organizing  the  said  Regi- 
ment were  issued  under  an  impression  at  the  time,  that  the  said 
Battalion  consisted  of  those  Companies  only. 

lie.  therefore,  hereby  revokes  and  annuls  the  original  General 
Orders  organizing  said  Regiment,  and  directs  that  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Artillery  of  the  llrst  Brigade,  be  henceforth  com- 
posed of  the  companies  of  Artillery  in  the  City. of  New  York  at 
that  time  attached  to  Major  Sitcher's  Battalion,  which  may  have 
been  since  annexed  to  the  Third  Regiment.  Major  General 
Stevens  will  divide  the  said  Regiment  as  herein  established  into 
two  Battalions,  as  nearly  equal  in  Numbers  as  may  be,  and  will 
assign  to  the  command  of  each,  one  of  the  ^fajors  commissioned 
in  the  said  Regiment. 

The  companies  of  Artillery  in  the  first  r>rigade  not  attached 
to  either  of  the  Rrginients,  are  formed  into  two  Battalions,  one 
of  which  will  consist  of  Captain  (Martin)  Boerum's  and  Captain 
(John)  Delafield's,  (Jr's),  companies,  and  the  two  companies  of 
Flying  Artillerv  lalelv  organized  in  the  Citv  of  New  York,  and 
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the  other  Battalion  will  be  composed  of  the  companies  of  Artil- 
lery ill  ihe  counties  of  !Sultolk,  Queens  and  Westchester.  The 
Major  General  will  have  the  rank  of  the  Captains  of  the  respec- 
tive Battalions  ascertained,  and  assign  by  orders  to  the  command 
of  each,  the  Captain  therein,  who  is  senior  in  rank,  and  will  sup- 
ply the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  promotions  of  Captains  to 
the  command  of  the  respective  battalions. 

The  division  orders  suspending  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Sitcher  are 
revoked,  and  vacated,  and  the  said  Andrew  Sitcher  restored  to  his 
rank  in  the  first  Brigade  as  a  Lieut.  Colonel  therein,  but  he  will 
not.  in  consequence  of  these  orders,  resume  the  command  of  the 
Third  Regiment. 

The  mode  of  promotion  in  the  three  Regiments  of  the  first 
Brigade  being  unsettled,  and  having  been  sometimes  by  Brigade 
and  occasionally  by  Regiments,  and  there  being  a  diversity  of 
opinions  concerning  the  legal  and  proper  mode  of  promotion 
therein,  the  Commander  in  Chief  desires  it  to  be  understood,  that 
the  arrangement  and  disposition  of  officers  hereinafter  made,  is 
not  to  be  taken  as  the  result  of  any  defiuative  opinion  of  his  upon 
that  question,  but  as  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  har- 
mony and  prosperity  in  the  Corps. 

Major  Francis  Saltus  is  for  the  present  transferred  and  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Third  Regiment  as  Lieut.  Colonel 
thereof,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  by  the  Officers  of  the 
said  Regiment  accordingly,  and  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the 
transfer  of  ^^la-jor  Saltus  from  the  Second  to  the  Third  Regiment, 
will  be  filb'd  with  due  regard  to  rank,  by  the  orders  of  Major 
General  Sevens. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

John  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Ci»l.  and 
Aid  D.  C. 
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MORE  EVIDENCE  OF  LACK  OF  DISCIPLINE. 

Sir:  Canandaigua,  July  30th,  1808. 

In  pursuance  of  tlie  fourth  section  of  an  Act,  supplementary  to 
the  Militia  Law  passed  April  5th,  1803,  I  have  to  complain 
against  James  Rose,  a  captain  in  my  Regiment,  as  being  guilty 
of  improper  conduct,  particularly  a  habit  of  frequent  intoxica- 
tion, in  which  he  indulges  to  great  excess,  and  in  a  manner  de- 
grading to  his  office,  and  I  request  that  you  will  appoint  a  Court 
of  Inquiry  to  investigate  his  conduct. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect.  Your  very  humble  servant, 

Peter  B.  Porter,  Lieut.  Col.  Com't. 

His  Excellency,  Dan'l  D.  Tompkins,  Comm'r  in  Chief. 

State  of  New  York,  Headquarters,  Albany,  27th  Octob.,  1808. 
CO.: 

Whereas,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Esq'r,  Lieut.  Col.  of  a  Regiment  in 
General  John  Swift's  Brigade  hath  made  complaint  against  James 
Rose  a  captain  in  the  Regiment  whereof  the  said  Peter  B.  Porter 
is  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant,  "for  imi>roper  conduct  de- 
^M'iKliiig  to  the  office  of  the  said  Captain,  namely,  for  being  guilty 
<»f  im{>ropf'r  conduct,  particularly  a  habit  of  frequtMit  intoxica- 
tion, in  wliirh  he  indulges  to  great  excess  and  in  a  manner  de- 
grading to  bis  onice,"; 

The  ('onniKuidcr  in  Chief  doth,  therefore,  hereby,  pursuant  to 

iIh'  provisions  of  the  Ad  entitled  "An  Act  supplementary  to  an 

Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  organize  the  ^Militia  of 

this  State",  apjioint  Lieut.  Col.  I'hileius  Swilt,  Capra.in  Wells 

Whiteinan  and  Captain   Kliliu   Gian.urer.  a  Court  (»f  Tuqiiiiy.  to 

invrsii-;,te  tlie  said  c(.iidiirt  of  the-  said  Captain  R..se,  of  which 

Court  lMii]etiis  Swift  will  be  Pr.-sident: 

And  it  is  furtlier  dirv-lcMl  that  tlie  said  ^'otirt  fix  the  time  and 
13 
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place  of  their  meeting  for  the  above  purpose,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  charges  to  be  investigated,  and  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
such  meeting,  be  given  to  the  said  James  Rose,  six  days  at  least 
previously  thereto. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Anthony  Lamb,  A.  D.  C.  and  Lt.  Col. 


CAPT.    JACKWAYS'    TUOOP    OF    HORSE. 

G.  O.:  nead(iuarters,  Xew  York,  1.3th  Aug't,  180S. 

The  Commander  in  Cliief  of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  been 
informed  that  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  Squadron  whereof 
James  Warner  Esq'r  is  commandant,  will  equip  themselves  ac- 
cording to  Law  if  they  can  be  organized,  and  Mr.  Abraham  Jack- 
ways  having  been  recommended  as  captain  of  such  new  company 
by  General  Giles  and  Major  Warner; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  hereby  organizes  a  new 
Company  of  cavalry  in  the  said  Siiuadron  of  which  company  the 
said  Abraham  Jack\Miys  will  be  captain,  who  is  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  enlistment  and  eiiuipment  of  a  company  of  cavalry 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston.  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C. 


TOE  EMP.AKGO  PATSKS  INSURRECTIONS.* 

PROMPT  AUUIVALOF  THF.  MIMTIA   PUF.VENTS  SIXTY  ARMED  MEN  FROM 
MAKIN(i    TRi.riJLE    IN    THE    TOWN    OF   OSWEGO. 

G.  O:  n.adqnartrrs.  New  York,  I9th  Aug'st,  ISOS. 

It  ap].earing  fmrn  otVirial  do.  nmeiits  recently  communicated  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  ir  has  become  neeessarv  to  detach  a 


*Thls  troublo  was  dircdlv  tr.-.<-pfvl.I..  to  th.^  Kmhareo  which  was  President  Jefferson's 
altt-rnative  for  War.  Many  '>:'  thp  wis.  .t  Rt..r,.s[,i.>n  in  th(»  country  questioned  the  con- 
stltutionaiity   of   tho  act.    wlil.-h    was   pur.>!y   retaliatory  against  England   and    France- 
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Military  force  to  the  port  and  village,  of  Oswego,  in  the  County 
of  Onondaga,  to  compel  obedience  to  the  Laws,  the  execution  of 
Avhich  has  been  forcibly  resisted  at  that  place,  and  that  a  body  of 
Millitia,  consisting  of  forty  privates  properly  officered,  had  ac- 
cordingly been  posted  at  that  Town  by  Levi  Lawrence,  of  a  Regi- 
ment there,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  four  of  the  Judges 
and  Justices  of  that  County,  to  suppress  the  existing  insurrec- 
tion and  to  aid  the  Collector  of  the  said  port  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States  against  the  armed  and  violent 
resistance  made  thereto  at  the  said  port  and  its  vicinity;  these 
facts,  connected  with  the  information  that  the  Insurrection  still 
exists,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  creates  an 
emergency  in  which  it  has  become  necessary  for  him  either  to 
direct  a  continuance  in  Service  until  the  twenty  fifth  day  of 
September  next  of  the  ]Militia  heretofore  stationed  at  Oswego, 

against  England  because  that  nation  had  adopted  orders  in  Council  to  destroy  all  marl- 
time  intercourse  bet-ween  the  United  States  and  France,  for  at  that  time,  the  great  war 
■which  Napoleon  was  wag-ing  against  the  European  powers,  was  consuming  vast  quanti- 
ties ot  bread  stuffs  raised  in  the  United  States  and  carried  by  American  ships;  the  em- 
bargo was  directed  at  France,  because  Napoleon  had  issued  decrees  that  rendered 
American  vessels  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation  for  carrying  on,  what  heretofore 
had  been  recognized  as,  lawful  trade  with  England. 

When  Jefferson  recommended  that  an  embargo  be  placed  on  all  American  shipping— 
and  he  failed  to  give  the  American  people  his  reasons  or  to  take  them  into  his  confi- 
dence or  to  ask  advice  of  those  best  qualified  to  advise  him— Congress  under  closed 
doors,  with  night  sessions,  with  debates  of  which  no  record  was  ever  kept,  whipped 
through  a  measure  conformably  with  Jefferson's  views,  by  the  power  ot  a  majority  at 
once  dtflant  and  reckless. 

The  embargo  entailed  incalculable  distress  upon  the  country  and  paralyzed  American 
shipping.  As  a  consequence,  smuggling  was  carried  on  in  the  most  flagrant  manner 
between  our  border  States  and  Canada,  by  means  ot  the  great  lakes,  especially  of  Lake 
Champlain,  Canadian  politicians  simulating  the  illicit  trade  and  dissensions  among 
the  American  people  by  every  means  at  their  command. 

Jefferson  signed  the  act  December  22,  1S07;  less  than  four  months  after,  April  19, 
1808,  he  was  forced  to  Issue  a  proclamation  declaring  that,  on  Lake  Champlain  and  in 
the  adjacent  country,  persons  were  organizing  tor  the  purpose  of  forming  insurrections 
against  the  laws.  Rafts  of  lumber,  freighted  with  stores  of  all  kinds,  gathered  near  the 
boundary  line;  one  report  described  a  raft  half  a  mile  long,  with  a  ball  proof  fort  carry- 
ing between  five  and  si.t  hundred  men,  dettrmln^d  to  defy  the  Customs  Officers  to 
the  end. 

The  first  serious  affray  between  the  Customs  Ofllcers  and  the  smugglers  occurred  at 
Burlington  on  the  Wlnooskl  Klver.  The  smugglers  were  aboard  a  piratical  looking  craft, 
■called  "  Dlack  Snake."    Two  government  officers  were  killed.     Frequent  attempts  were 
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or  to  require  the  Commandant  of  the  Brigade  of  the  County  of 
Onondaga  to  substitute  in  their  place  a  new  detachment; 

Col.  Xchemiah  Earl,  Commandant  of  said  Brigade,  is  therefore, 
hereby  directed  to  cause  an  immediate  compliance  with  this  order, 
either  by  directing  the  detachment  already  in  service  to  continue 
therein  until  the  25th  of  September  now  next,  or  by  substituting 
in  their  place  a  new  detachment  from  the  Brigade  under  his  com- 
mand of Militia,  including  officers  to  be  in  service 

until  that  time  as  he  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
convenience  of  the  Militia  of  his  Brigade  and  the  public  service. 

In  the  execution  of  these  orders  it  is  particularly  enjoined  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  the  Commandant  of  said  Brigade 
use  great  caution  in  the  choice  and  assignment  of  suitable  char- 
acters for  the  command  of  the  detachment.     It  is  confidently 

expected  that  the  officers  so  selected  and  assigned 

and  they  are  strictly  commanded  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
their  appointment  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  circumspection. 

If  it  should  be  found  impracticable  by  a  recurrence  to  mild 

made  to  kidnap  Custom  House  Ofacord  who  were  stationed  along  the  lake.  Generally, 
the  assailants  -were  beaten  o£f,  though  casualties  frequently  occurred  on  both  sides. 

At  Oswego,  Collector  Joel  Burt  seized  a  large  quantity  of  Canadian  flour  which  had 
been  smuggl'd  throueh  the  lines.  A  few  days  later  sixty  armed  men,  many  of  whom 
were  reported  to  hail  from  Jeiscrson  County,  landed  at  Oswego  in  ten  boats,  and  boldly 
announced  their  determination  to  rtcapture  the  Hour.  They  swaggered  through  Oswego 
all  day,  uttering  the  threat  that  at  eleven  o'clock  that  night  they  proposed  to  attack 
the  Custom  House  and  "  clear  out  the  town  or  burn  it." 

Collector  Burt,  in  the  meantime  however,  had  not  been  idle.  He  had  but  a  short 
time  to  prepare  for  defence.  He  sent  a  mounted  courier  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
County  for  a  troop  of  Dragoons.  The  commanding  officer,  -waiving  all  military  eti- 
quette, promptly  complied  with  the  request.  He  saddled  his  outfit  and  proceeded  to 
within  six  miles  of  Oswego.  Here  he  laid  under  cover  until  half  past  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  when  the  command  started  for  the  seat  of  trouble. 

In  the  meantime,  the  marauders  had  gatheri  d  in  the  scnets.  fully  arm-jd.  They  were 
on  the  point  of  making  their  attack,  when  the  sound  of  galloping  hors.s  fill  upon  th.ir 
oars.  A  luoment  later  they  wi.ro  panic  strirktu  to  K-e  a  column  of  Dragoons  bearing 
down  upon  them.  Without  waiting  to  fire  a  shot  they  divided  and  took  to  the  woods, 
each  escaping  to  his  home  as  best  he  could.  Tto  ten  boats  which  brought  them  to 
O:  wego  were  confiscated  by  the  United  dtates  authorities. 

For  th._'  Lak.-  Champlain  epi^^ode,  see  pages  2<ji-'j.i\),  lilO. 
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measures  to  reclaim  from  their  errors  those  deluded  citizens  "who 
have  wickedly  indulged  themselves  in  frequent  violations  of  their 
civil  obligations,  by  armed  and  forcible  opposition  to  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Laws,  then  force  must  be  employed  to  rescue  the  in- 
sulted laws  from  the  violence  of  these  offenders,  to  suppress  the 
existing  Insurrection  and  to  j>revent  any  armed  or  forcil)le  arrest 
and  removal  of  vessels  or  property  legally  detained  or  seized  by 
the  Collector  of  the  district  of  Oswego. 

If  volunteers  sufficient  for  the  above  purpose  can  be  procured 
they  will  be  preferred,  and  their  services  cheerfully  accepted; 
the  Troops  when  detached  will  be  stationed  by  the  officers  as- 
signed to  command  them,  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap- 
probation of  Col.  John  W.  Livingston,  Aid-de-camp,  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  the  Collector.  The  officers  and  men  when  so 
stationed  will  be  deeuK'd  in  actual  service,  Mill  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  allowed  to  the  regular  Troops  of  the  United  States 
and  will  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  established  by 

the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D,  C. 


MAJOR  DAVIS  TEMPORARILY  SUCCEEDS  MAJOR  PAULDING. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  X.  York,  13  Sept.,  1S08. 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  first  Major  of  the  Sixth,  formerly  of 
the  First  Light  Infantiw  Regiment,  having  been  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  and  Aid-deCamp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  his 
place  in  the  Regiment  will  for  the  present  be  tilled  by  Joel  Davis, 
first  Major  of  the  St'^•^'nth,  who  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  as 
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acting  first  Major  of  the  Sixth,  but  without  prejudicing  the 
Rank  and  right  of  Major  Paulding  to  promotion  in  the  line,  or  to 
reassume  his  command  in  the  said  Regiment,  whenever  by  orders 
he  shall  be  so  directed. 

Brigadier-General  Steddiford  will  cause  these  orders  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect  by  transferring  Major  Davis  to  the  Sixth,  and  by 
supplying  his  absence  from  the  Seventh  Regiment  agreeably  to 
the  seniority  of  rank. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


THE  DISSENSIONS  IN  THE  THIRD  ARTILLERY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  Uth  Sept.,  ISOS. 

A  majority  of  a  Board  of  Officers  appointed  to  settle  the  Rank 
of  the  officers  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  First 
Brigade,  having  reported  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  their  opin- 
ion that  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  commissioned  in  said 
Regiment  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  Brigade  of  Infantry  are 
not  entitled  to  any  Rank  or  precedence  in  the  Artillery,  in  conse- 
quence of  thir  Infantry  Commissions,  inasmuch  as  no  regular 
transfer  of  those  officers  from  the  Infantry  to  the  Artillery  has 
been  made. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs,  that  the  rank  of  the  Cap- 
tains and  Lieutenants  of  the  said  Third  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
be  forthwith  ascertained  and  established,  with  reference  to  the 
dates  of  their  commissions  in  the  Artillery,  without  giving  pre- 
cedence or  priority  of  rank  on  aeeount  of  their  former  Infantry 
Commissions;  and  he  further  directs  in  case  Brevets  of  some  of 
tlie  said  officers  in  the  artillery  had  been  issued  before  the  date 
of  their  regular  commissions  upon  appointments  by  the  Council 
of  Appointment  and  precedence  or  priority  of  Rank  be  claimed 
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iu  consequence  of  ilie  anterior  dates  of  said  Brevets,  that  the 
Major  General  iu  orders  decide  upon  and  dispose  of  such  chiim. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  iu  Chief: 

Wm.  Pauldino-  Jun'r,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C. 


FOUR  PARADES  A  YEAR  FOR  THE  FLYING  ARTILLERY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  19th  September,  1S08. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  directs  that  the  companies  of 
Horse  or  Flying  Artillery,  heretofore  Organized  in  the  City  of 
New  York  do  parade  four  times  a  year  by  companies,  and  twice 
a  year  by  Battalions,  in  the  Battalion  organized  by  General  or- 
ders of  the  12th  of  August  last. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Juu'r,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C. 


GOV.  TOMPKINS  COMMENDS  THE  CAVALRY  AND   RIFLEMEN. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  1th  October,  180S. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  announces  to  General  Steddiford's 
Brigade  of  Infantry,  to  the  Squadron  of  (.'avalry  and  Battalion 
of  Kiftlemen,  his  approbation  of  their  appearance  and  conduct 
during  the  review  of  yesterday.  The  circumstance  of  a  parade 
of  the  Artillery  on  the  same  day  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  ascertaining  the  supply  of  arms  and  equipments  with  which  the 
Infantry  are  provided,  independent  of  loans  from  the  Uniformed 
Corps,  and  it  yielded  great  satisfaction  to  the  reviewing  officers, 
to  observe  an  unusually  general  attendance  of  the  Militia  and 
an  unexpected  supi^ly  of  Arms  and  Equipments  in  good  con- 
dition. The  Commander  in  Chief  was  not  only  grarilied  at  this 
circumstance,  but  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  express  his 
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unfeigned  praise  of  the  orderly  and   soldierly  conduct  of  the 
Troops  generally,  both  in  forming  and  preserving  the  line  and  on 
their  march. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


AND   ALSO   THE   ARTILLERY. 

New  York,  October  4th,  ISOS. 
It  yields  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  much  satisfaction  to  in- 
form the  first  Erigade  of  Artillery  that  he  Avas  particularly 
plr-ased  with  their  dress.  Equipments,  movements  and  discipline 
on  the  parade  of  the  :5d  Instant  at  Dyde's  Hotel.  Their 
correct  and  soldierly  aj^pearance  and  deportment  both  on  their 
march  and  at  the  review,  rellects  the  highest  honour  on  them, 
and  merits  and  receives  the  warniest  praise  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

FOR  A  GENERAL  REORGANIZATION. 

Circular, 

The  Brigadier  Cenerals  will  proceed  to  comply  with  the  an- 
nexed General  orders  without  waiting  for  Division  orders.  It 
is  advised  that  the  detachments  from  the  several  divisions  be 
organize-d  as  follows: 

From  the  Artillery,  into  two  Regiments; 

From  the  Cavalry,  into  two  Regiments: 

From  the  1st  Division  of  Infantry  into  three  Regiments; 

From  the    lM  Do  into  two  Regiments;  ' 

^^'■•^^'^  '''^'    •■•'^  J>^  into  two  Regiments; 

From  the  4th  Do  into  four         Do; 

From  the  'Ah  Do  into  five  Do. 
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Every  company  ought  to  contain,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  sev- 
enty-five men,  including  officers.  Forms  of  Inspection  returns  of 
Companies,  Battalions,  and  Kegiments,  with  copies  of  the  Act  of 
February  24th,  1S07,  referred  to  in  General  orders,  and  the  form 
of  the  caption  of  the  roll  to  be  subscribed  by  uniform  companies 
who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions,  are  enclosed. 
Brigade  Inspectors  are  requested  to  send  orders  for  blank  returns 
to  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  by  persons  or  agents  who  will 
receive  and  convey  the  said  returns  to  the  several  Brigades  annu- 
allv. 


PREPARING  FOR  ACTIVE  HOSTILITIES. 

THE    ACT    OF    FEB.    24,    1807,    WHEN    WAR    WITH    ENGLAND    SEEMED 
IMMINENT. 

An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of  a 
number  of  volunteer  companies  not  exceeding  Thirty  Thousand  Men. 

Section  1st.  Be  It  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  accept  of  any  company  or  companies  of  Volunteers, 
either  of  Artillery,  Cavalry  or  Infantry,  who  may  associate  and  offer  themselves  for  the 
service,  not  exceeding  Thirty  thousand  men,  who  shall  be  clothed  and  furnished  with  horses 
at  their  own  expense,  and  armed  and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  after 
they  shall  be  called  into  service,  except  such  of  them  as  may  choose  to  furnish  their 
own  arms,  and  whose  commissioned  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  Law  in  the  several  States  and  territories  to  which  such  Companies  shall 
respectively  belong;  Provided,  That  where  any  Company,  battalion,  regiment,  brigade 
or  division  of  Militia  already  organized,  shall  tender  their  voluntary  service  to  the 
United  States,  such  Company,  Battalion.  Regiment,  Brigade  or  Division  shall  continue 
to  be  commanded  by. the  Officers  holding  commissions  in  the  same  at  the  time  of  such 
tender;  and  any  Vacancy  thereafter  occurring  shall  be  filled  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  Law  in  the  State  or  territory  wherein  the  said  Company,  Battalion,  Regiment,  Brig- 
ade or  Division  shall  have  been  originally  raised. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  exacted.  That  any  Company,  battalion,  regiment, 
brigade  or  division,  thus  offering  itself  for  the  service,  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon 
to  do  Military  duty  at  any  time  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper, 
within  two  years  after  he  shall  accept  the  same,  and  shall  be  bound  to  continue  in 
service  for  the  Term  of  Twelve  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  place  of 
rondf>zvous,  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  whtn  called  into  actual  service,  and  whilst 
remaining  th-.rein,  shall  b"  unJvr  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  forage  and  emoluments  of  every  liitvi,  bounty  and  clothing  e.xcopted, 
with  the  re«mlar  troops,  of  the  United  States. 

PROVIDED.  That  in  lieu  of  clothing,  every  ncn-commissioned  Officer  and  private  in 
any  c<,iupany,  who  may  thus  offrr  thvaiSLiv-s',  shall  bo  entitled,  when  called  into  actual 
service,  to  reci.'ive  in  money  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  clothing  of  a  non-commis- 
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Bloned  Officer  or  private  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  the  regular  troops  of  the  United 
States. 

Spct.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  ot  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  organize  the  companiLS  so  tendering  their  services  as 
aforesaid,  into  battalions,  squadrons,  regiments,  brigades  and  divisions,  as  soon  as  the 
number  of  volunteers  shall  render  such  organization  in  his  judgment,  expedient,  but 
until  called  into  actual  service,  such  companies  shall  be  bound  to  do  regular  militia 
duty  as  is  required  by  law,  in  like  manner  as  before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  any  volunteer  above  men- 
tioned, while  in  actual  service,  shall  sustain  any  damage,  by  injury  done  to  his  horse, 
or  such  other  equipment  as  shall  have  beeu  furnished  at  his  own  expense,  or  by  loss  of 
the  same,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  his  part,  a  reasonable  sum,  to  be  ascer- 
tained in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  such  volunteer  for  each  and  every  such  damage  or  loss. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  thousand 
Dollars  to  be  paid  out  of  any  Monies  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and 
the  same  hertby  is  appropriated,  towards  defraying  any  expense  incurred  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  this  .\ct. 

N'ath'l  Macon,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Geo.  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved^   24th   Feb'y,    1S07. 

Th.  Jefferson. 

Blank  form  for  volunteer  companies. 

We  the  subscribers,  ofiicers.  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians and  privates  of  a  company  of in  the  County  of 

and  State  of  New  Yorli.  do  hereby  associate  and  offer 

ourselves  as  volunteers  to  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
conformity  to  General  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  this 
State,  dated.  Headquarters,  Albany,  ].5th  November,  ISOS,  and 
under  and  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  xVct  of  Congress,  en- 
titled ••  An  A<-t  authorizing  the  Presidfiit  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  v«diinteer  companies,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  thousand  men,"  passed  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1807. 

In  testiiiKmy  whereof  we  have  hereunto  severally  subscribed 
our  names  rhe d;iy  of 1808. 

An  Iiisji.-ition  rfiurn  of  the  Compniiy  oiiglit  to  be  annexed  the 

above  Koll. 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
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^'E\V  YORK'S  QUOTA  UNDER  THE  LAW. 

AND  HOW  IT   WAS   PKOPOKTIONED   OVER  THE  STATE. 

neadquarters,  Albany,  15tli  Nov.,  1808. 
O.  O.: 

The  riesideut  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Con- 
<,riess,  entitled  "  An  Act  autliorizing  a  detacbmeut  from  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States,"'  passed  the  30th  day  of  ^larch  1S08,  has 
re-iniied  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  this  State  to  detach  Fourteen 
thousand  Three  hundred  and  Eighty  nine  of  the  Militia  thereof, 
and  to  Organize  the  same  into  Companies,  Battalions,  Regiments, 
F.rigades  and  divisions. 

The  above  quota  is  therefore  apportioned  amongst  and  is  with- 
out delay  to  be  detached  from  the  several  divisions  as  follows: 
From  the  Division  of  Artillery.  1'-^*^ 

of  Cavalry  ^^^ 

From  the  first  Division  of  Infantry,  2,06o 

Second  Do,  •  1^650 

Third  Do,  1'60^ 

Fourth  Division  2,494 

Fifth  Do,  .      ;  4,480 

14,389 
The  several  Brigades  are  to  furnish  the  following  proportions 
of  the  Division  detachments: 

1)1  V. 

BriEc.  r>iv. 

Artillery  Qiu^Ux.  Quota. 

Brigadier  rxe.nenil  (Jacob)  MortonV      Brigade,       '.        [551 
(James  W.)  Wilkin's    ^'  '200 

(Peter)  Van  Slyck's      "  380 


Cavalry. 
BHiradier  General  (Aquilu^  Giles's  I-^rigade 


43S 


(J.)n;.s)  Piatt's       -  ^02 


1 « 200 


900 


I      M 


204  A-XNUAL  Report  of  the 

Div. 
Brig.  Div. 

First  Division  of  Infantry.  Quota.  Quota. 

General  (Gerard)  Steddiford's  Brigade,  iS'ew  York 

and  Ricliinond,  ljl60 

(Jacob  S.)  Jackson's         "         Queens  and 

Kings  County,  275 

(Thomas)  Carpenter's       "         Westchester,      370 

(Sylvester)  Dering's         "         Suffolk,  260 

2,065 


Socond  Division  of  Iiifnntry. 

General  (John  B.)  Yan  Wyck's  Brigade 

,  Dutchess 

County, 

295 

(Edmund)  Per  Lee's             « 

340 

(Eeuben)  Hopkin's               '• 

Orange 

and  Rockland, 

325 

(Siah)  Robinson's 

Ulster, 

350 

(Moses)  Cantine's                  " 

340 

Thirtl  Division  of  Infantry. 

General  (Samuel)  Ten  Broeck's  Brigade, 

Columbia 

County, 

419 

(Hosea)  Moffitt's 

Rensselaer, 

411 

(Warren)  Ferris'                   " 

Washington, 

170 

(Simeon)  De  Rider's           " 

338 

(Benjamin)  Mooer's            " 

Clinton, 

Essex  and  Franklin, 

262 

Fourth  Division  of  lufantry. 
General  (Samuel)  Clark's  Brigade,    Saratoga 

County,  538 

(Gerrit)  Van  Schaick's         "  Albany,  250 

(Paul)  Todd's                         "  2S1 

(Daniel)  Brown's,  (Jr.)          ''  Greene,  3<i7 

(Erastu.-,)  Root's                      ''  Delaware,  312 

(Freogift;i  Patehin's               "  Schoharie,  251 

(Abraham)  Vceder's       ,       "  MontgoniL'rv,555 


1,650 


1,600 


—       2,494 
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Fifth  Divisiou  of  Infantry. 

General  (Elijah)  Holt's  Brigade,  Otsego 

County, 
(George)  AVidrig  s 
(George)    Doolittle's 
(James)  Kn;ip]Vs 
and  Cortlandt, 
General  (John)  Tillotson's 
County, 
(Nathaniel)  King's 
(Obadiali)  German 
(Samuel)  Coe's 

Broome, 
(George)  ]McClure's 

and  Allegany, 
(Willielnius)  Mynderse 
(John)  Swift's 
(Isaac)  Hall's  . 
(Alexander)  Rea's 

Niagara,  <.V:o., 
(Walter)  :Murtin's 

Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence, 


Div. 

Brig. 
Quota. 


Div. 

Quota 


"  Herkimer, 

'•'■  Oneida, 

"  Onondaga 

Brigade,  Cayuga 

'<  Madison, 

"  Chenango 

*'  Tioga  and 

«  Steuben 


5i5 

289 
463 

440 

427 

3S0 
260 

240 


135 

Seneca, 

201 

Ontario, 

310 
250 

Genesee, 

210 

Jefferson, 

350 

4-480 

14,389 


The  Commandants  of  Brigades  are  to  apportion  the  Brigade 
Quota  amongst  their  Regiments  and  Battalions,  and  will  organ- 
ize the  Companies  within  their  respecive  Brigades.  They  will 
also  assign  expert,  intelligent  and  respectable  Captains  and  sub- 
alterns to  cmnmand  them.  The  Bogiments  are  to  be  organized, 
and  the  Field  oaicers  thereof  designated,  by  the  Generals  of 


::;"//; 
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Division,  who  are  cbarged  to  assign  the  most  active,  able  and 
worthy  officers. 

This  authority  extends  only  to  companies  or  Regiments  who 
volunteer  or  are  drafted,  under  the  Act  first  above  mentioned 
Volunteer   Companies,   Battalions   or  Eegiments   of   Artillery 
Cavalry,  Grenadiers,  Ki.>,cn,en  or  Light  Infantry,  preferring  tlu- 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  •'Authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  a  number  of  Vol. 
unteer  Companies  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  men,"  p^^sed 
24th  February,  LSOT,  will  be  received  as  part  of  the  Quota,  and 
will  be  separately  organized  by  the  Commander  in  Chief     He 
will  accept  the  tender  of  services  of  Companies,  Ac,  made  di- 
rectly to  him,  pursuant  to  the  said  Act.    And  all  field  officers 
Commandants  of  Brigades  and  Generals  of  Division,  are  al.o 
authorized  and  required  immediately  to  accept  and  forward  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  every  such  tender  to  them  made. 

To  prevent  mistakes  the  annexed  form  is  prescribed  for  the 
signature  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  Privates 
of  every  company  so  volunteering,  which  with  the  Inspection 
return  of  each  Company,  is  to  be  forwarded  immediatelv  to  head- 
qunrfers.  either  by  the  commandant  of  such  company,  or  the  offi- 
cer to  whom  the  offer  is  made. 

The  pron.plitude  with  which  the  Patriotic  Militia  of  this  St-.te 
have  obeyed  the  call  of  their  Country  upon  former  emergencies 
forb.ds  the  Comn,ander  in  Chiefs  entertaining  a  doubt  that  th.-v 
will  display  e,,ual  ardor  and  zeal  on  the  present  occasion.  And 
as  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  24th  February.  1807.  will  enable 
TJuifortu  Con.panics  of  Artillery.  Cavalry.  Grenadiers.  RilTIe.neu. 
or  Light  Infantry  twhich  are  generally  co,„posed  of  acquaintances 
aro  n,.ighbour.s),  to  remain  associated  together  and  with  tlie  .im. 
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cors  of  their  choice,  to  share  the  toils  and  the  honors  of  the  field, 
he  indulges  a  sanguine  hope  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  detach- 
ment will  consist  of  volunteers  under  that  Act. 

The  services  of  Companies,  Battalions,  or  Regiments,  either  of 
uniformed  troops  or  of  Infantry,  who  elect  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  second  section  of  the  Act  authorizing  this  detachment,  will 
also  be  accepted  and  organized  as  before  directed  by  the  officers 
commanding  Brigades  and  divisions. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  passed  Sth  April, 
1808,  provision  is  made  for  ordering  a  parade  of  the  Militia  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  draft  and  procuring  an  Inspection  return  of 
a  detachment  in  any  one  year  after  the  ordinary  and  regular  par- 
ades for  that  year  have  taken  place.  Commandants  of  Regiments 
are  therefore,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  order  such 
additional  parade  of  their  Corps  at  such  time  and  place  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  if  the  object  for  which  such  additional  parade 
is  authorized  cannot  be  otherwise  conveniently  accomplished. 

The  observance  of  these  orders  is  not  only  enjoined  on  the  Mil- 
itia generally,  but  Commandants  of  Divisions,  and  Generals  and 
Inspectors  of  Brigades,  are  strictly  charged  to  be  assiduous  and 
faithful  in  their  prompt  and  full  execution. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


TROUBLE  ALONG  THE  SHORES  OF  LAKE  CHAMPLAIX. 

THE  EMBARGO  LEADS  TO  SMUGGLING,  AND  SMUGGLING  LEADS  TO  THE 
CALLING  OUT  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

G.  O.:  nend(iunrters.  New  York.  Ttli  Sept'r.  1808. 

It  has  been  otticially  announced  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Start'  of  Xew  York,  thai   on  tlir  shoi^o  and  waters  of  Lake 
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Champlain,  within  this  State,  there  exists  a  combination  of  indiv- 
iduals who  have  repeatedly  indulged  themselves  in  armed  and  for- 
cible resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  Laws  by  the  constituted 
authorities.  Those  occurrences,  in  his  opinion,  occasion  an 
emergency  in  which  it  is  his  duty  to  direct  a  detachment  of  the 
Militia  to  depress  such  criminal  combinations,  and  to  aid  the  civil 
authority  in  the  due  execution  of  the  Laws.  lie  therefore,  hereby 
requires  Brigadier  General  Mooers,  Commandant  of  the  Brigade 
of  Militia  in  the  counties  of  Clinton  and  Essex,  forthwith  to  de- 
tach from  his  Brigade,  two  companies  of  Infantry  who  will  imme- 
diately repair  to  the  Town  of  Champlain,  or  to  such  other  place  or 
places  on  or  near  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain,  as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  said  Brigadier  General  will  most  effectually  accomplish  the 
purposes  for  which  the  said  detachment  is  ordered. 

The  duties  incumbent  upon  the  said  detachment  will  be  to  sup- 
press the  existing  insurrection,  or  armed  and  forcible  resistance 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  at  or  near  Lake  Champlain,  and  to 
oppose  any  armed  and  forcible  resistance  which  may  be  made  to 
the  legal  detention  or  seizure,  by  the  Collector  of  the  district  of 
Champlain,  any  vessels  or  property  under  and  pursuant  to  the 
existing  embargo  laws. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  earnestly  enjoins  upon  General 
Mooers  to  select  for  the  command  of  the  Troops  to  be  detached  as 
aforesaid,  ollicers  upon  whose  discretion,  military  qualifications, 
and  firmness  he  can  confidently  rely,  and  to  instruct  and  charge 
them  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  service  assigned  them 
with  the  greatest  circumspection,  and  to  resort  to  force  only  when 
persuasion  and  caution  sliail  pmve  inelTectual. 

The  troops  to  be  called  into  service  under  these  orders,  will  re- 
main on  duty  for  thirty  days  from  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 


'.f:A. 
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lioudcvous,  unk-s.  sooner  disbanded  by  General  orders,  and  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  pla.-e  of  Rendezvous  to  be  desig- 
nated bv  General  Mooers,  during  the  said  thirty  days  will  be  con- 
sidered in  actual  service,  will  receive  the  ray  and  rations  allowed 
to  the  Eegular  Troops  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  subject  to 
the  rules  and  articles  of  War,  established  by  the  Laws  of  the 

United  States. 

The  Brigadier  General  is  authorized  to  accept  of  the  Services  of 
Companiel  or  individuals,  either  of  Artillery  or  Infantry,  who 
will  volunteer  on  the  duty  contemplated  by  these  orders. 

Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief; 

Wm.  Paulding  .Jun'r,  Lieut.  Col.  and  Aid-De-Camp. 


oega^-izixCt  foe  wae. 

KEW  VOP.K  STiTE  M.LmA  .ND  HOW   IT  WAS  D.STB.B.TEB. 

^,   O  .  Headquarters.  Albany,  17th  April.  ISOO. 

"in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
bearing  date  on  the  second  day  of  ^-oven,ber  last,  and  in  conform- 
itv  with  General  orders  of  the  loth  day  of  the  sante  Month  and 
vear   such  companies  of  tl>e  Militia  of  the  State  as  have  volun- 
'teered  their  services  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  24th 
dav  of  Februarv.  1807,  entitled,  "  An  Act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  nu.nber  of 
volunteer  Companies,  not  exceeding  Thirty  thousand  Men"  are 
herebv  organized  into  one  Brigade  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier 
General  .Svlvester,  Dering.  and  will  consist  of  one  Eegiu.ent  of 
infnn.rv,  one  liegin.ent  of  Kinlen.en.  one  P.attalion  of  Artillery, 
and  on^  S.,uadron  of  Cavalry,  to  be  ofllcered  in  the  following 


manner:    . 
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BRIGADE. 

Sylvester  Deriiiji:,  of  the  ('ouiity  of  Sutlolk,  IJrig'r  Genl. 
Michael  S.  Vaiidercook,  of  Rensselaer  County,  Inspector  and  Maj. 

Brigade.  i 

Eobert  Swartwout,  of  Onondaga  County,  Brigade  Q'r  Master. 


REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

Peter  B.  Porter,  of  the  County  of  Ontario,  Lieut.  Col.  Command't; 
Jacob  Haight.  of  the  County  of  Greene,  1st  Major; 
Jeromus  Johnson,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  2nd  Major; 
George  Bloom,  of  the  County  of  Dutchess,  Adjutant; 
Thomas  G.  Smith,  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  Chaplain; 
Aaron  Clark,  of  the  County  of  Schenectady,  Quarter  Master; 
John  W.  Gibson,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Paymaster; 
Amos  Hamlin,  of  the  County  of  Greene,  Surgeon; 
Hubbard  Smith,  of  the  County  of  ]\Iadison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 


COMFANIES. 

County  of  Onondaga. 
Robert  Swartwout,  Captain;        Asa  Wells,  Lieutenant; 
Oren  Stone,  Ensign. 

County  of  Chenango. 
Garret  Burget,  Capt.;  Zalmon  Burnham,  Lieut. 

Zalmon  Smith,  Ensign. 

County  of  Schenectady. 
Charles  Taylor,  Capt.;  Henry  llogan,  Lient.; 

John  I'.rown,  Ensign. 
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County  of  Greene. 
Isaac  Dubois,  Capt.;                       John  Buel,  Lieut.; 
Philip  Gebhard,  Ensign. 
County  of  Cayuga. 
Juhu  Knittles,  Capt.;                     Israel  Ozman,  Lieut.; 
Isaac  Ozman,  Ensign. 
County  of  Montgomery. 
Jon'a  Gatr«s.  Capt.;                        Jeremiah  Drake.  Lieut.; 
John  Ford,  Ensign. 
City  of  Xew  York. 
John  McKinley,  Capt.;                  Lawrence  Power,  Lieut.; 
,  Ensign. 


REGIMENT  OF   RIFFLEMEN. 

Francis  McClure.  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Comm't: 
John  M.  nowell.  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  1st  Major; 
Lhabod  Prall.  of  the  City  of  New  York,  2nd  Major; 
Sebastian  Visseher,  of  the  City  of  Albany,  Adjutant; 
Reuben  Morgan,  of  the  County  of  \Yashington,  Q'r  Master; 
Abijah  Yelverton,  Jun'r,  of  the  County  of  Onondaga.  Pay  Master: 
Caleb  Alexander,  of  the  County  of  Herkimer,  Chaplain; 
Joshua  Secor,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  Surgeon; 
Samuel  Ackerlv,  of  Do  Surgeon's  Mate. 


COMPANIES. 

City  of  Xrw  York. 
Daniel  Fibher,  Capt.;  Robert  P.h-akley,  Lieut. 

Hugh  Walker.  Ensign. 


,f  :.;■!" 
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Citv  of  Xew  York. 
John  Morrison,  Capt;  Joseph  Tate,  Lieut. 

Rabert  Dillon,  Ensign. 
City  of  >rew  York. 
David  Andrews,  Capt.;  j^mes  Farrel,  Lieut.; 

Patrick  Lunnv,  Ensign. 
City  of  Xew  York. 
Thomas  McKittrick,  Capt;  David  Logan,  Lieut;    ■ 

Charles  Eagleson,  Ensign. 
City  of  Albany. 
Samuel  M.  Lockwood,  Capt;        .John  Mills,  Lieut; 
Sanford  Cobb,  Ensign. 
County  of  Cayuga. 
Abraham  Bloom,  Capt.;  Luther  Gere,  Lieut.; 

Arnold  Rogers,  Ensign. 
County  of  Seneca. 
William  Ireland,  Capt. ;  John  Alo:.ander,  Lient.; 

Joseph  S.  lianinril.  Ensi<rn. 
City  of  All.an.v. 
Darby  Xoon,-  Capt. ;  j,,,,,^,  jfaher.  Lieut. : 

John  Cassidy.  Ensign. 

i 

BATTALION  OF  ARTILLEUV. 

Pet.r  C.  Fox,  of  the  County  of  Montgomery.  IstMajorand Comm'f 
Martm  Roeriim,  Do  Kings.  2d  Major; 

Francis  Adincourt     Do  Rensselaer,  Adjutant; 

Caleb  Hopkins,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  Q'r  Master; 
Israel  Ketchum,  of  the  County  of  Dutchess,  Pay  Master- 
Tompkins  C.Delayan,     Do  of  Seneca,  Surgeon; 

Eli  Hill,  r)n  ry. 

uo  Chenango,  Surgeon's  Mate. 


i<]   >i,ii.;di!.^'U\ 
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COMPANIES. 

Columbia  County. 
William  Wigton,  Capt.;  David  West,  Lieut; 

2nd     Do. 

Schoharie  County. 
Giles  Kellogg,  Capt.;  William  Elmendorf,  Lient.; 

2nd  Do. 

Saratoga  County. 
Lemen  Foot,  Capt.;  Thomas  Tallmadge,  1st  Lieut.; 

Seth  W^aller,  2nd  Do. 

Madison  County. 
Daniel  Petrie,  Capt.;  Jabez    Lyon,    1st    Lieut. 

,       '    Benjamin  Wilber  2nd  Do. 


SQUADRON    OF   CAVALRY. 

Edmund  Fitzgerald,  of  the  County  of  Saratoga,  1st  Major,Conim't; 
Appollos  Moore,  Do         of  Albany,  2nd  Major; 

Apollos  Cook,  Do         of  Greene,  Adjutant; 

John  E.  Wool,  Do         of  Rensselaer,  Q'r  Master; 

Edmund  Pendleton,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Paymaster; 
William  Livingston,  of  the  County  of  Washington,  Surgeon; 
Salmon  Thayer,  Do         of  Onondaga,  Surgeon's  Mate. 


TROOPS. 

County  of  Albany. 
Appollos  Moore,  Captain;  Ezra    Lester,    1st    Lieut.; 

Joseph  Lamoreaux,  Cornet.  Eli  Ilntchinson,  2ih1  Do.: 

County  of  Herkimer. 
Walter  Fish,  Captaiu;                  Jt)hn  Flnsky,  1st  Lieut.; 
Cornet.  2nd     Do; 
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County  of  Saratoga. 
Nicholas  Emigh,  Capt,;  Peter    Banta,  1st  Lieut.; 

Cornet.  Jarvis  Brewster,  2n(l  Do; 

County  of  Madison. 
Jesse  Haskill,  Capt.;  Minor     Brown,     1st     Lieut. 

Fredericlv  Morgan,  Cornet.  Zadoclc  Beebee,  Jun'r,  2nd  Do; 

The  officers  hereby  assigned  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  take  the  Field,  and  are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  in  their 
respective  stations. 

Generals  of  Brigade  who  have  not  complied  with  General 
orders  of  the  loth  of  November  ISOS,  are  directed  to  make  the 
Inspection  returns  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  May  next,  of  the 
detachments  from  their  respective  Brigades,  with  the  names  of 
the  officers  assigned  to  command,  and  the  organization  of  the 
companies. 

Generals  of  Division  are  also  required  by  the  above  day  to 
make  return  of  the  Organization  of  the  Division  Detachments, 
and  of  the  Field  and  ^^tatl  Officers  assigned  to  command  them. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
rept-at  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of 
the  Corps  herel»y  organiziMl.  ;in  jissurance  of  his  high  estimation 
of  their  laudable  and  patriotic  tender  of  services,  and  his  entire 
confidence  that  by  their  discijilino,  intelligence  and  bravery,  they 
will  support  the  r(']>utatioTi  and  honor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Wm.  Paulding  Jua'r,  Adjt.  Genl. 


)»i;i;am/.i\i;   i-mi:  «a\  .\r,UY. 
CO.:  H»/ad(iuarh'rs.   Albany,  17th  April,   ISOO. 

Purstmnt    to   the   tirsi    and    tiftcenth    s(M'tions    of   the   act   en- 
titled "An  act  to  organize  the  Militia  of  this  State."  passed  the 
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■2'Mh  day  uf  March,  1S09,  the-  Cavalry  and  the  fifth  Division  of 
Infantry  are  hereby  organized  in  the  following  manner: 

First  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  the  Southern  District 
of  the  State  and  to  be  divided  into  three  Squadrons;  First 
Squadron  Xew  York  and  Richmond  Counties;  Second  Do,  West- 
chester; Third  Do,  Suffolk.  Queens  and  Kings. 

Second  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  Rockland,  Orange, 
Ulster  and  Dutchess  Counties  and  to  be  divided  into  three  Squad- 
rons: First  Squadron,  Dutchess  County;  Second  Do,  Ulster; 
Third  Do.  Rockland  and  Orange. 

Third  Regiment  of  Cayalrv;  to  embrace  Columbia  and  Rensse- 
laer Counties,  and  to  be  divided  into  two  Squadrons:  First 
Squadron,  Columbia  County;  Second  Do,  Rensselaer. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  Saratoga,  Washing- 
ton, Clinton,  Essex  and  Franklin  Counties,  and  to  be  divided  into 
two  Squadrons:  First  Squadron,  Saratoga  County;  Second  Do, 
Washington,  Clinton,  Essex  and  Franklin  Counties. 

Fifth  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  Albany.  Greene  and 
Schenectady  Counties,  and  to  be  divided  into  two  Squadrons: 
First  Squadron,  Albany  County;  Second  Do,  Greene  and  Sche- 
nectady. 

Sixth  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  ^Montgomery,  Scho- 
harie and  Delaware  Counties,  and  to  be  divided  into  two  Squad- 
rons: First  Squadron,  ^Montgomery  County:  Second  Do,  Scho- 
harie and  Delaware. 

Seventh  Regiment  of  Cavalry:  to  embrace  Otsego,  Herkimer, 
Oneida,  Jefferson.  Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence  Counti'^s.  and  to  be 
divided  into  two  Squadrons:  First  Squadron,  Ots.-go  and  Herki- 
mer Counties;  Second  Do,  Oneida,  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  St. 
Lawrence  Counties. 
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Eighth  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  to  embrace  Madison,  Chenango, 
Broome,  Cortkmdt,  Onondaga  and  Cayuga  Counties  and  to  be 
divided  into  three  Squadrons:  First  Squadron,  Madison  and  Che- 
nango Counties;  Second  Do,  Cortlandt  and  Broome  Counties; 
Third  Do,  Cayuga  and  Onondaga  Counties. 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Cavalry  to  embrace  Tioga,  Steuben,  Seneca. 
Ontario  and  the  counties  west,  and  to  be  divided  into  two  Squad- 
rons: First  Squadron,  Tioga,  Seneca,  Steuben  and  (John)  Swift's 
Brigade  in  Ontario;  Second  Do,  (Isaac)  HalFs  Brigade  in  Ontario 
and  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Niagara,  Allegany,  Chautauqua  and 
Cattaraugus.  i 

Brigadier  Generals  Giles  and  Piatt  are  requested  to  furnish  by 
the  first  day  of  June  next,  a  return  of  the  Persons  entitled  to  pro- 
motion in  consequence  of  the  above  arrangements. 

The  Fifth  Division  of  Infantry  is  hereby  divided  into  three 
Divisions,  namely: 

Fifth  Division,  to  embrace  Herkimer,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Jef- 
ferson, Lewis,  and  St.  Lawrence  Counties,  and  be  commanded  by 
Major-Gcneral  ]Myers. 

Sixth  Division,  to  embrace  Madison,  Chenango,  Broome,  Tioga, 
and  Cortlandt  Counties,  and  to  be  commanded  by  the  Senior 
Brig'r  Gen'l  within  that  district. 

Seventh  Division,  to  embrace  Cayuga,  Seneca,  Ontario,  Steu- 
ben, Allegany.  Genesee,  Niagara,  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus 
Counties,  and  to  be  commanded  by  the  Senior  Brig'r  Gen'l.  within 
those  counties. 

Major  General  ifyers  is  re(|uested  to  make  a  return  of  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  Generals,  and 
also  of  the  persons  entitled  to  promotion  in  consequence  of  the 
Brigade  and  RfginiciiLal  vacancies,  which  will  occur  in  carrying 
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these  orders  into  ett'ect,  wliicb  return  he  is  requested  to  forward 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  Adjutant-General  previously  to 
the  first  day  of  June  next.  ^^ 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wni.  Paulding-  Jun'r,  Adjt.  Genl. 


A  RIFLE  COMPANY  FROM  GREEXBUSH  AND  SCHODACK. 

C.  O. :  IIead(iuarters.  Albany.  ISth  April,  1S09. 

Sundry  inhabitants  of  Greeubush  and  Schodack,  in  the  county 
nf  lif^isselaer,  having  subscribed  and  i)resented  to  the  Com 
inaiidt'r  in  Chief  an  oiler  to  uniform  and  equip  themselves  as  a 
company  of  RilHemen  in  General  Hosea  ?»rotTitt"s  ^>rigad^^  and  the 
('umn^.andcr  in  Chit4'  deeming  it  advantageous  to  the  Brigade,  and 
reasonable  and  proix-r  to  organize  a  company  of  Uniform  Troops 
in  those  Towns,  hereby  establishes  and  organizes  the  said  Com- 
pany as  a  Kitlle  Company,  and  assigns  Henry  Koon  to  be  the  Cap- 
tain, David  Bell  to  be  the  Lieutenant,  and  James  Deforest,  to  be 
the  Ensign  thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment be  made  laiown;  and  further  directs  that  the  uniform  of 
the  said  Comj»any  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Company  of  Trojan 
Greens,  lately  organized  into  a  BilUe  Toips. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Win.  I'aulding  Jun'r.  Adj.  Genl. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

G.  G.:  Ilead.iuartcrs.  New  York,  Gth  :May.  ISuO. 

The  Commander  in  Chiff  agi-eeably  to  the  request  of  Major  Gen- 
<'ral  (Xathaniell  Coles  of  the  first  Division  of  Infantry,  assigns 
Major  Joseph  lilackwell  of  the  Brigade  comnumded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
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(Peter)  Van  Zandt,  and  Benjamin  Coles,  Esq'r  as  his  Aid-de- 
Camps,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made 
known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl.    ' 


GENERAL  STEDDIFORD's  DIVISION  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  BRIGADES. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  6th  May,  1S09. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  by  virtue  of  the  Act  to  organize  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  passed  the  29th  day  of  March,  1809,  author- 
izing him  to  form  each  Division  into  as  many  Brigades  and  each 
Brigade  into  as  many  Regiments,  and  each  Regiment  into  as 
many  companies,  as  in  his  discretion  he  shall  from  time  to  time 
think  proper,  has  thought  tit  to  divide  that  part  of  the  first  divis- 
ion of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Steddiford 
(which  comprehends  the  City  and  County  of  New^  York,  and  the 
County  of  Richmond)  into  two  Brigades;  and  directs  that  the  Bri- 
gades hereby  established  shall  be  organized  as  follows: 

The  first  Brigade  is  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Steddiford  and  shall  consist  of  Four  Regiments,  of  eight  Battal- 
ion Companies  each,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Colonels  Jacob  De 
Lamontagnie,  Jasper  Ward,  Beeknian  M.  Van  Beuren,  and 
Edward  W.  Laight,  and  of  the  Battalion  of  Ritllemen  commanded 
by  Major  Francis  McClure;  and  with  whom  are  to  be  associated 
in  the  same  nutnner  as  at  jirescnt.  the  field.  statT  and  company  otfi- 
ctTs.  who  may  now  be  under  the  conim:ind  of  those  Lieut.  Colonels 
and  of  Major  MrClurc.  ex(e{)!iiig  however.  Major  John  (^ntVui,  and 
Captain  Jjinies  Clieoth;ini.  who  ai'e  transferred  to  the  Regiment 
to  be  commanded  by  T>ient.  Col.  ^'an  Beuren,  the  former  as  the 
first  Major,  and  the  latter  as  the  second  Major  thereof;  and  with 
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tin'  exception  also  of  Captain  Charles  Christian,  who  is  assigned 
as  Inspector  and  Brigade  Major  of  this  Brigade,  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known;  and,  in  the  place 
of  Major  Joseph  Blackwell,  who,  at  his  own  request,  has  been  as- 
signed as  Aid-de-Camp  to  Major  General  Coles. 

The  Second  Brigade  shall  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Van 
Zandt,  and  will  consist  of  Five  Regiments  of  Eight  Battalion  com- 
panies, to  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonels  Robert  Bogardus, 
Jonas  Mapes,  Daniel  Dodge,  Andrew  Anderson,  and  Joseph  Fer- 
ine; and  with  whom  are  to  be  associated,  as  at  present,  the  field, 
stall,  and  company  officers,  which  may  now  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  those  Lieut.  Colonels;  excepting  however,  the  officers  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Van  Zandt's  Regiment,  who  are  to  be  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Anderson  and  also  Captain  Ebenezer  Irving,  who  is 
hereby  assigned  as  the  Inspector  and  Brigade  Major  of  this  Bri- 
gade, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made 
known. 

The  first  Brigade  shall  comprehend  that  port  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York  included  within  the  following  boundaries, 
namely;  beginning  at  the  East  River  at  the  commencement  of 
Whitehall  Street,  through  the  middle  of  that  street  to  Broadway, 
thence  through  the  centre  of  that  street  to  the  old  Boston  Fost 
road,  thence  through  the  centre  of  that  road  to  the  middle  road 
which  passes  through  the  Commons,  thence  up  the  centre  of  that 
road  to  the  cross-road  immediately  above  the  place  formerly  be- 
longing to  Doct.  Bridger,  thence  through  the  centre  of  that  road 
to  the  Boston  Fost  road  atortsniii.  i hence  across  that  road  to  th^» 
Easterly  lint'  t>f  the  Estate  of  Kipi>  deceased,  thence  along  tin- 
said  line  to  the  East  River,  and  from  thence  along  the  shore  of 
that   river   to   Ilarlaem   River,  thence   along   the   shore   of   the 
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said  Kiver  to  IIiKlson's  Kiver.  and  along  tiie  shore  of  tliat  River 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  Second  Brigade  will  embrace  the  County  of  Richmond, 
and  that  part  of  the  City  and  County  of  Xew  York  not  included 
within  the  limits  of  General  Steddiford's  Brigade. 

The  commandants  of  those  Brigades  are  directed  immediately 
to  divide  the  Brigade  districts  into  Regimental  ]>eats.  each  to 
contain  as  nearly  as  possible  an  e(inal  number  of  citizens  liable 
to  do  Military  duty. 

Brigadier  Cieueral  Steddiford  and  Lieut.  Col.  Van  Zandt,  will 
furnish  tlio  Commander  in  Chief  on  or  before  the  2.~th  Instant. 
with  Brigade  returns  of  persons  entitled  to  promotion,  and  re- 
commended for  appointments  in  their  resj^ective  Brigades;  ob- 
serving at  the  same  time  that  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  to  be 
assigned  to  the  new  Regiment  to  be  c(unmanded  by  Col.  A'an 
Benren  will  be  taken  from  the  senior  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns 
of  the  Brigade,  as  it  existed  jtrr-viously  to  these  orders,  accord- 
ing to  priority  of  riuik  in  that  T'rigjide. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 

THE  WAR  CLOID   DLOWS  AWAY. 

G.  O.:  neadipiarters.  New  York.  P.th  ^lay,  1S09. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  the 
President,  of  ilie  2r)th  <hiy  cf  April  last,  dinu-ts  that  the  detach- 
ment of  ILosf)  of  tlie  Militia  of  this  t^tate,  required  by  General 
ordeis  of  the  l.".rli  <hiy  of  November,  ISOS.  be  no  longer  held  in 
I'oadiness  for  act  mil  sej'vir.-;  and  in  eompliaiiee  wiih  those  instruc- 
tions, he  with  great  yile;isuie  aviiils  himself  of  this  occasioti  to 
])resent  to  those  Corps  whose  ]-atriotism  Ims   induced  them  to 
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volunteer  their  services,  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  forbear  to  express  his  satis- 
faction at  the  national  measures,  which  have  superseded  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  detachment  in  readiness  for  service; 
nor  can  he,  without  doing  injustice  to  his  feelings,  withhold  from 
Ills  Fellow  citizens  who  have  generously  tendered  their  services, 
an  assurance  of  his  cordial  approbation  of  their  conduct  and  of 
the  emotions  of  pride  and  pleasure  awakened  in  his  breast  by 
their  fidelity  to  the  just  rights  and  independence  of  their  country. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 


PROMOTIONS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  15th  May,  1809. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
there  are  a  number  of  vacancies  for  Ensigns  in  Col.  De  Lamon- 
tagnie's  Regiment  of  ^lilitia  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the 
following  persons  having  been  recommended  by  the  said  Colonel 
to  fill  the  Vacancies,  they  are  accordingly  hereby  assigned  and 
directed  to  take  coniniand  as  Ensigns  in  that  Kegimrnt,  and  are 
to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  in  that  capacity,  namely: 
^^'as]liIlgton  Varian,  Edward  Patten,  Andiew  Wheeler.  David 
M.  Koss.  Nathaniel  V.'eed.  and  Israel  Foote. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Cliitf : 

Wm.  Paulding.  .Jtin'r.  Adj.  Genl. 
Cr.  O.:  Ileaibinarfeis.  Xcnv  York,  ITih  ^[ay,  1S09. 

It  having  been  re[ti'esfnte(l  by  ("apt.  'riiomas  Post,  of  fol.  !>*• 
Lamnntagnie's  Pegiment  thai  his  ci  mjtany  is  destitute  of  subal- 
tern ollirers.  ar.d  that  for  tlie  i)Uiiiose  of  enrolment  it  is  indis- 
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pen.sable  to  have  one  subaltern    at    least;  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  therefore,  assigns  Joseph  Corbitt  as  Ensign  of  that  Com- 
pany until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 


UNIFORM   FOR  THE  TROJAN   GREENS. 

G.  O.:  .    ..  Headquarters,  Albany,  27th  May,  1809. 

The  company  of  Trojan  Greens  in  the  village  of.  Troy,  having 
been  organized  into  a  Riffle  Company,  purs.uant  to  the  thirty 
third  section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  this  State,  but  their  uni- 
form not  having  been  prescribed,  the  Commander  in  Chief  here- 
by directs  that  the  uniform  of  said  company  shall  be  Green 
short  coats,  with  black  facings,  trimmed  with  yellow  cord,  caps 
of  the  description  heretofore  worn  by  the  Company,  with  green 
or  white  underclothes.  > 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

.-•l.  Lamb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-dc-Camp. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  7th  June,  1809. 

The  company  of  Light  Infantry  called  the  Trojan  Greens,  at 
Troy  in  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  Hosea  Motlitt,  hav- 
ing been  organized  into  a  Riffle  Corps,  the  officers  of  that  com- 
pany who  are  commissioned  as  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Ensign 
respectively,  of  a  Light  Infantry  Company,  are  hereby  assigned 
to  take  command  of,  and  will  exercise  and  discipline  the  said 
company  as  a  Riflle  Corjts,  and  are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected 
by  the  said  Cunipaiiy  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Cuimuauder  in  Chief: 
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designating  gen.  giles'  brigade. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  21st  June,  1809. 

The  Cavalry  in  the  County  of  Saratoga  having  by  recent  or- 
ders been  annexed  to  the  Fourth  liegimeut,  consisting  of  the 
Cavalry  in  the  counties  of  Saratoga,  Washington,  Clinton,  Es- 
sex and  Franklin;  and  it  appearing  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
reasonable  and  Equitable,  that  the  said  Eegiment  should  be  an- 
nexed to  the  first  Brigade,  he  does  accordingly  hereby  order  that 
the  first  Brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier  Genl.  Giles,  hence- 
forth, consist  of  the  Cavalry  included  in  the  fiist,  second,  third 
and  fourth  Regiments  of  Cavalry  as  designated- by  General  or- 
ders of  April  last,  and  that  the  second  Brigade  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  Piatt  henceforth,  consist  of  the  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Regiments  of  Cavalry,  as  designated 
in  the  said  General  orders. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Daniel  Eodman,  Aid-De-Camp. 


A  TROOP  OF  CAVALRY  REORGANIZED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  20tli  Juno,  1809. 

Captain  Daniel  Couch,  Jun'r,  of  the  fourth  Regiment  of  Cav- 
alry, in  the  State  of  New  York,  having  resignt-d,  and  having  as- 
signed good  and  sulliclent  reasons  therefor,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  has  with  regret  accepted  his  resignation.  It  has  thereupon 
become  necessary  to  organize  the  said  company  provisionally. 
The  Commander  iu  Chief  accordingly  directs  that  Lieut.  Daniel 
Starr,  take  command  of  the  said  company  as  Captain  thereof, 
and  that  Cnitis  Burton  act  as  fir^t  Lieutenant,  Parker  Manning 
as  second  Lieutenant,  and  such  Persons  as  the  ^Mt-mlers  of  said 
company  shall  freely  choose  at  a  full  meeting  thereof  shall  act 
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as  cornet,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
made  known  in  the  premises;  which  said  persons  are  to  be  sever- 
ally obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  in  the  above  offices. 

Lieut.  Col.  Fitzgerald  is  also  directed  to  cause  seasonable  re- 
turns to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  said  company  olli- 
cered  as  soon  as  may  be  by  commissions  from  the  Council  of 
Appointment. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief : 


LACK  OF  UNIFORMS  AND  EQUIPMENTTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  1st  July,  1809. 

Pursuant  to  the  97th  section  of  the  act  entitled  ''An  Act  to 
organize  the  Militia  of  this  State"  passed  March  29th,  1809,  the 
officers  commanding  the  following  uniform  companies  have  be- 
fore the  date  hereof  duly  certified  that  the  said  respective  com- 
panies could  not  procure  the  articles  necessary  for  uniforming 
and  equipping  the  same,  viz: 

Capt.  Lockwood'S  Coiii]iany  of  Riillemen,  Albany; 

Capt.  Water's  Company  of    1/t    Infantry  in  Col.  Ford's  Regt, 

Monlgonu-ry  C'y; 
Capt.  llayden's  Company  of  T/t  Infantry  in  <^ol.  Warner's  Regt, 

Columbia  C'y; 
Capt.  Lytrle's  Company  of  L't   Infantry  in  Col.  Erower's  Regt. 
;  Washington  C'y; 

Capt.  Jarod  Tliay<r's  Conij.'y,  of  Ririlrnicn  in  Col.  Fecter's  Rtgi- 
ment,   Ilr-rlsimrr  ( 'ounty. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  accordingly  directs  that  neither  of 
the  scvrrnl   roniitanit-s  above  nicntion^'d   be  disbanded  for  not 
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iKiving  the  competent  number  of  men  uniformed  at  any  parade 
of  Inspection  within  one  year  from  the  29th  day  of  March  last. 

Similar  certificates  have  been  received  from  several  Com- 
mandants of  other  companies,  but  as  the  said  other  companies 
were  respectively  organized  more  than  Eighteen  Months  before 
the  29th  day  of  March,  1S09,  they  are  not  deemed  to  come  within 
the  provision  of  the  section  above  mentioned,  and  for  that  reason 
are  not  included  in  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Daniel  Kodman,  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  IS  July,  1S09. 

Capt.  John  McKinley,  commanding  a  Uniform  Company  or- 
ganized within  eighteen  mouths  before  the  29th  day  of  March, 
1809,  in  the  Fourth  Kegiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  Infantry, 
having,  antecedent  to  the  first  day  of  July  instant,  certified  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  that  such  company  could  not  procure 
the  articles  necessary  for  uniforming  and  equipping  the  same, 
it  is  hereby  ordered,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  the  29th  of  March 
last,  to  organize  the  Militia  of  this  State,  that  the  said  company 
be  not  disbanded  for  not  having  the  conipeteut  number  of  men 
uniformed  at  any  parade  of  inspection  within  one  year  after  the 
passing  of  the  said  Act. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding.  Jan.,  Adj.  Genl. 


PROMOTIONS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS. 

O.  O.:  HOcKlquarfers.  New  ^'ork,  Utli  July,  1809. 

The  Commander  in  Chit/f  having  lieeii  informed  that  the  com- 
pany romnianded  by  Lieut^n.mt  John  Lemaire,  of  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  the  first  I'.rig.ide  of  Artillery,  is  destitute  of  a  Captain, 
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and  that  Lieutenant  Lemaire  is  entitled  to  be  promoted  to  that 
rank,  he  is  therefore  accordingly  directed  to  take  command  as 
Captain  of  the  said  company  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
of  Appointment  be  made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Communder  in  Chief: 

\Vm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  17th  July,  1S09. 

At  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Van  Beuren  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  the  first  Brigade  of  Infantry  in  New  York,  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  assigns  Jacob  P.  Brower,  Surgeon  and  Samuel  Scho- 
field,  Surgeon's  Mate,  of  the  said  Regiment  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  ia  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  20th  July,  1S09. 

Capt.  Fyler  Dibble  having  enrolled  privates  of  his  company  of 
Artillery  as  musicians,  and  having  requested  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  wear  round  hats  or  caps,  when  acting  in  that  capa- 
city, the  said  request  is  complied  with,  and  Capt.  Dibblee  hereby 
authorized  to  prescribe  the  form  and  ornament  of  such  hat  or 
caps. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jun.,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  29th  July,  1S09. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  constitutes  Lieutenant  Col's 
Jacob  De  Lnmontagnie.  Robert  P.ogardus.  Jonas  ]\rapes,  Jasper 
Ward  and  Kdward  W.  L.ii.Lcht,  a  board  of  OlTicers  to  determine 
the  relative  rank  of  Captains  Christian,  Pluymert,  L'Homme- 
diou,  and  Post,  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Infantry. 
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The  Board  \vill  meet  on  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  at  the 
City  Hotel  in  Broadway,  and  are  to  transmit  their  report  to  the 
Adjutant  General  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  August  next. 

Brigadier  Generals  Sleddiford  and  Van  Zandt  will  cause  timely 
notice  to  be  given  of  this  order  to  such  of  the  above  named  ofS- 
cers  as  belong  to  their  respective  Brigades. 
Q  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  21st  August,  1809. 

The  name  of  Matthew  W.  Mentor  having  by  mistake  been 
omitted  in  the  appointments  for  Col.  Solomon  Martin's  regiment 
of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Otsego,  upon  the  return  for  which 
Regiment  his  name  appears  for  Captain; 

To  remedy  which,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  tlie  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  assigns  and 
brevets  the  said  Matthew  \V.  Mentor  a  Captain  in  the  said  Regi- 
ment, with  rank  from  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  last,  and  orders 
and  directs  that  he  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known  in  the 

premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

A'y  Lamb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


FIXING  THE  AUTHOIUTY  OF  THE  BRIGADIERS. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters.  New  York,  31st  Aug'st,  1809. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  having  learned  from  various  sources, 
that  doubts  are  entertained  by  some  of  the  Generals  of  Brigade 
whether  they  are  authorized  to  appoint  Regimental  parades  of 
the  :Militia  until  General  orders  liave  been  received  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  directed  the  Adjutant  General  to  inform  them,  that  by 
the  4Gtli  Section,  of  tho  late  Militia  Law,  the  authority  to  appoint 
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the  times  and  places  of  Regimental  parades  is  exclusively  vested 
in  the  respective  Brigadier  Generals,  who  are  not,  therefore,  to 
wait  for  general  orders  upon  that  subject.  The  iSth  Sect'n,  by 
which  it  is  provided  "  that  the  Brigadier  Generals  and  Com- 
mandants of  Brigades  whenever  by  the  orders  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  it  shall  be  submitted  to  their  discretion  to  appoint  the 
days  for  the  annual  reviews  and  inspection  of  their  Brigades, 
shall  give  timely  notice  "  &c.,  relates  only  to  Brigade  parades, 
which  by  a  previous  clause  of  the  act  the  Commander  in  Chief 
is  authorized,  if  he  shall  deem  it  proper,  annually  to  direct. 

The  several  Generals  of  Brigade  are  strictly  enjoined  to  cause 
the  annual  inspection  returns  of  their  respective  Brigades  to  be 
made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  to  the  Adjutant  General, 
previously  to  the  first  day  of  December  next;  and  the  returns  of 
vacancies  and  promotions  by  the  20th  day  of  January  next. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun.,  Adj.  General. 


THE  NORTH  CASTLE  RIFLE  COMPANY. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  1st  Sept.,  1S09. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
the  organization  of  an  uniform  company  in  the  town  of  Xorth 
Castle.  Westchester  County,  will  not  interfere  with  the  pros- 
perity of  any  other  Uniform  Corps,  and  a  number  of  persons 
in  the  said  town,  having  presented  a  petition  praying  to  be  organ- 
ized as  a  Eifle'Company  and  pledging  themselves  to  uniform  and 
equip  as  a  Rifle  Corps  under  Abel  Smith  Jim'r.  as  their  Captain: 
the  said  Company  is  hereby  organized  as  a  RiOle  Corps,  of  which 
the  said  Abel  Smith  Jun'r,  is  assigned  as  Captain  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
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Ai»pointmeiit  be  made  known  in  the  premises.  The  uniform  of 
the  said  Company  will  be  the  uniform  prescribed  for  Rifle  Corps, 
vizt:  Green  frocks  and  pantaloons  with  yellow  fringe,  black 
gaiters,  round  black  hats  ornamented  with  yellow  buttons,  black 
loops,  and  short  gTeen  feathers. 

The  said  company  until  further  orders,  will  parade  with  Lieut. 
Col.  David  Hobby's  Regiment  of  Infantry  on  Regimental  days, 
which  said  Lieut.  Col.  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  Lieut,  and  Ensign  will  be  chosen  by  the  Company  at  a 
full  and  fair  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Company  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  will  be  brevetted  as  such  as  soon  as  the  Commander  in 
Chief  shall  be  notified  of  such  choice. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb.  Lieut.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


ASSIGNMENT. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  2nd  Sept.,  1S09. 

At  the  request  of  Col.  Jacob  De  Lamontagnie  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  Xew  York  Militia,  the  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  as- 
signs and  brevets  James  Swan  and  William  H.  Shute  as  Ensigns 
in  the  said  Regt.,  who  are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the 
premises  be  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


MANLII-S  GROWS  A   RIFLE  COMPANY. 

G.  O.:  neadqiinrtcr.-^.  New  York,  19th  Sept..  tSOO. 

The  Commander  in  Cliief  deeming  it  proper  to  comply  with  a 
petition  for  the  organization  of  a  Rille  Com[)any  at  ^lanlius  in 
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Ouondaga  County,  hereby  organizes  the  said  company  and  as- 
signs Charles  Moseley  as  Caj^tain,  Leonard  Kellogg  Lieutenant, 
and  Charles  B.  Bristol  Ensign  thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  be  known.  The  uniform  of  the  said 
company  will  be  green  riflie  frocks  and  pantaloons,  with  yellow 
fringe,  black  gaiters,  round  black  hats,  with  yellow  buttons,  black 
loops  and  short  green  feathers. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jun.,  Adj.  Genl. 


MORE   DISPUTES    OVER    RANK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  22nd  Sept.,  1809. 

Upon  the  request  of  Major  Blackwell  of  the  2nd  Brigade  of 
New  York  Infantry  and  of  the  General  of  the  said  Brigade,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  hereby  organizes  a  board  of  officers  to  settle 
rank  between  Major  Mulligan  and  Major  Blackwell,  of  which 
board  General  Giles  of  the  Cavalry  will  be  president  and  Col. 
Curtenius,  Col.  Loomis  and  Major  Fleet  of  the  Artillery,  and 
Major  Francis  !McClure  of  the  Eiftie  Corps  will  be  Members. 

The  said  Board  will  meet  at  Ilallam's  Tavern,  No.  71  Nassau 
St.  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  day  of 
Sept'r  Instant,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  of  which  time 
and  place  of  meeting  immediate  notice  in  writing  must  be  given 
by  Genl.  Van  Zandt  to  ^lajors  ^lulligan  and  Blackwell  respec- 
tively. The  ^lember.s  of  the  Board  will  bt*  notitiod  thereof  by  the 
President  and  upon  a  decision  of  the  question  of  rank  between  the 
said  Majors,  the  board  will  report  the  same  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  without  delay. 

By  order  of  the  Commandoi-  in  Cliief : 

Wm.  Paulding.  Jun'r.  Adj.  Genl. 
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assignments. 
G.  O. :  Headquarters,  New  York,  23rd  Sept.,  1800. 

At  the  request  of  Col.  Loomis  of  the  second  Regiment  of  New 
York  Artillery,  the  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  appoints  and  as- 
signs Valentine  Luff  as  second  Lieutenant  of  the  Company  of 
Artillery  commanded  by  Capt.  Campbell  who  is  to  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  be  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  raulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  25th  Sept.,  1809. 

At  the  request  of  Major  Van  Hook,  in  the  absence  of  Col. 
Dodge  of  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  New  York 
Infantry,  the  Commander  in  Chief  appoints  and  assigns  Nathan- 
ial  D.  Hunter  to  be  Surgeon's  Mate  and  Josiah  P.  Kuapp  an 
Ensign  in  the  said  Regiment,  who  are  respectively  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  be  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 


STILL  ANOTHEi;  RIFLE  COMPANY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  2Cth  Sept.,  1809. 

A  number  of  Privates  in  Lieut.  Col.  Bogardus's  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  having  applied  to  be  organized  as  a  rillle  company  in 
that  corps,  and  it  appearing  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  compati- 
able  with  the  public  good  to  grant  the  prayer  of  their  petition, 
he  does  hereby  provisionally  organize  them  accordingly  in  that 
Regiment  and  assigns  Nathaniel  Fisk  as  Captain,  Stephen  Woods 
as  Lieutenant  and  Isaac  Ludlom  as  Ensign  thereof,  until  the 
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pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  been  made 
known  in  reference  thereto. 

And  the  Commander  in  Chief  further  directs  that  the  uniform 
of  that  company  .shall  be  green  riffle  frocks  and  pantaloons,  with 
yellow  fringe,  black  gaiters,  round  black  hats,  with  yellow  but- 
tons, black  loops  and  short  green  feathers. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


MAJOR  MULLIGAN  DECIDED  TO  BE  THE  SENIOR. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  28th  Sept.,  1S09. 

The  board  of  Officers  constituted  by  General  Orders  of  the 
22nd  Instant,  to  decide  the  relative  rank  of  Majors  Mulligaii 
and  Black  well  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  New  York  Infantry, 
having  performed  the  duty  assigned  them  with  promptitude,  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  is  dissolved.  The 
said  board  having  determined  that  Major  Mulligan  is  entitled  to 
the  rank  of  Senior  Major  to  ]Major  IHackwell,  the  said  deter- 
mination is  sanctioned  and  confirmed  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

The  Biigadier  (lOneral  of  the  said  Brigade  will  in  his  orders 
and  returns  respect  and  enforce  the  said  decision. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r.  Adjutant  General. 


CAPTAIN   riilCE  TRANSFERRED. 

G.  O.:  Head.iuarters.  New  Yerk,  28th  Sept.,  1809. 

At  the  request  of  Taeiit.  Col.  Bog.irdus.  and  witii  the  consent 
of  Lieut.  Tol.  l)0(lgr,  Capt.  St.-j.hen  rri<'e  of  the  first  Regiment 
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of  the  Second  Brigade  of  New  York  Militia  is  transferred  to 
the  fourth  Regiment  of  that  Brigade,  but  is  not  in  consequence 
thereof  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  jiromotiou  or  eomuiand  of 
any  oflicer  now  belonging  to  the  latter  Regiment. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun.,  Adjutant  General. 


A  COURT  MARTIAL  ORDERED  FOR  CAl'TAIX  FERRIS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  .jth  Octob.,  1809. 

Whereas  a  Court  of  Enquiry  was  formerly  appointed  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  investigate  certain  charges  exhibited 
against  Captain  David  Ferris  of  the  Brigade  of  Militia  in  the 
County  of  Westchester,  touching  improper  conduct  degrading 
to  the  office  which  he  holds;  and  whereas  the  said  Court  did  in- 
vestigate the  same,  and  did  amongst  other  things  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  that  three  of  the  said  charges  were  as  fol- 
lows, vizt:  ''  That  the  said  David  Feiris  was  President  of  a  Regi- 
mental Court  Martial  held  at  Armstrong's  Tavern  in  tho  Town 
of  East  Chester  in  the  latter  parL  of  the  year  ISOo.  and  did  at 
the  said  Court  deny  his  own  handwriiing  and  signature  to  a 
discharge  of  Alfred  Livingston  from  militaiy  duty,  which  said 
denial  was  malicious,  and  for  the  purpose  of  subj'-cting  tlu'  said 
Alfred  Livingston  to  a  fine  for  nor  attending  a  military  parade. 
he,  the  said  ];>avid.  %\hf']i  he  so  denied  his  signature  to  the  said 
discharge,  being  conscious  and  well  knowing  the  Lame  was  his 
handwriting,  all  whii-h  was  unprincipled  and  uishououri.bie  and 
contrary  to  the  dignity  and  integrity  of  a  President  ai  d  member 
of  a  Court  ilartial  •'  ; 

''That  the  said  David  Ferris  retnrn.d  the  said  Alfred  Living 
ston  as  a  delinquent   inernbei-  of  his  company  to  the  said  Court 
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Martial,  contrary  to  Lis  Duty  as  an  OtBcer  and  from  motives  of 
personal  resentment  against  the  said  Alfred,  and  d.nied  bis  .i- 
mature  to  the  said  discharge  from  .Military  duty  befor  •  the  aforl 
«ard  Conrt  wiifuily,  and  for  ihe  purpose  of  v.njustly  vexing,  bar- 
assmg  and  oppressing  the  said  Alfred,  and  from  malicio-.  and 
dislionorable  motiyes''; 

"That  at  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  held  at  the  house  of 
Philemon  Fowler  in  the  Town  of  East  Chester  in  the  month  of 
Deoen,her,  ISOfi,  he,  the  said  David  returned  the  said  Alfred  Li^- 
mgston,  as  a  member  of  his  company  of  militia  and  a  delin- 
quent,  tor  the  purpose  of  having  him  lined,  although  he  knew 
the  said  Alfred  was  excused  from  n.ilitai-y  duty  by  a  dischar..e 
signed  by  him,  the  said  David  Ferns;  and  that  the  said  David 
Ferris  attended  at  .he  said  Court  Martial  and  then  and  there 
abused,  insulted,  and  indecorously  treated  his  brother  officers 
members  of  the  said  Court,  and  behaved  towards  them  in  an  in- 
decent  and  highly  unbecoming  manner." 

•■  Upon  which  charges  it  was  reported  by  the  said  Court,  that 
the  said  Conrt  was  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  Capt.  DaMd 
Ferris  towards  Alfred  Livingston  in  giving  him  his  discharge 
and  afterward  calling  him  to  the  Court  .Martial  to  answer  for 
his  Xon-atlendance  on  the  ,,=,rade  was  improper  and  harassing 
h.m  as  a  citizen.  Upon  which  charges  and  report  the  said  David 
Ferris  hath  re,,uested  of  the  Connnander  in  Chief  that  a  Court 
Martial  n.ight  be  appointed  in  order  that  the  legality  of  his  con- 
duct in  relation  th,.reto  n.ight  be  decided  by  a  proper  tribunal." 
The  C«n,mander  in  Chief  is.  thereupon,  pleased  to  order  that 
ISrigadier  General  Carpenter  do  forthwith  cause  the  said  Capt. 
David  Ferris  (.,  be  arrested  and  within  three  days  thereafter  to 
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he  served  with  a  copy  of  the  preceding  charges  and  report,  certi- 
lied  by  the  said  General,  and  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Court  Martial. 

The  Adjutant  General  will  cause  to  be  convened  on  the  ISth 
day  of  October  Instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  at  the 
house  of  Enoch  Carter,  inkeeper  in  the  town  and  county  of  West- 
chester, a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  said  Capt.  David 
Ferris,  upon  the  charges  aforesaid,  to  consist  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Morton  as  President,  Jacob  De  Lamontagiie,  Robert 
Eogardus,  Beekman  M.  Van  Beuren  and  Edward  W.  Laight, 
Lieutenant  Colonels  of  the  New  York  Militia,  Joseph  Ferine, 
Lt.  Colonel  of  the  Eichmond  Militia,  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook,  Clark- 
son  Crolius,  Gerard  De  Peyster,  Jeromus  Johnson,  and  Ichabo.I 
Prall,  Majors  of  the  Xew  York  Militia,  and  Simon  Fleet  and 
Martin  Boerum.  Majors  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  as  Mem- 
bers. 

The  proceedings  and  determination  of  the  said  Court  are  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Adjuiant  General  without  delay. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief; 

Wm.  Paulding,  Adj.  Genl. 


COL.  SITCnER  RESTORED  TO  COMMAND. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  9th  Oct.,  1S09. 

The  Battalions  of  Majors  Boerum  and  Jermain  are  hereby  or- 
ganized into  a  fourth  Regitnent  in  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery, 
and  are  to  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Sitcher. 
By  order  of  the  Comm  nder  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  <ient'ral. 
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more  rifleilen  for  new  york  city. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  Dth  Octob<-r.  1S09. 

The  Commander  iii  Chief  does  hereby  provisionally  organize 
in  Lieut.  Col.  Beekman  M.  Van  Beuren's  Regiment  of  New  York 
Militia,  a  ritle  company,  and  assigns  John  Morow  as  Captain. 
John  R.  Lecount  as  Lieutenant,  and  John  J.  French  as  Ensign 
thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
known.  The  Uniform  of  the  said  company  will  be  green  riftle 
frocks  and  panta.loons  with  yellow  fringe,  black  gaiters,  round 
black  hats,  with  yellow  buttons,  black  loops,  and  short  green 
feathers. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun.,  Adjutant  General. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  New  York,  6th  Octob.,  1809. 

At  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Saltus,  of  the  third  Regiment  of 
the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  the  ('nmmander  in  Chief  hereby 
brevets  and  assigns  Samuel  (b-dney.  ^^'illiam  L.  Lippincott  and 
Jacob  Peterson,  as  second  Lieutenants  in  the  said  Regiment, 
who  aie  to  be  obeyed  ami  resj  e;ted  aciordingly  until  the  pleas- 
ure of  Tho  Council  of  Aj)point nient  be  nuide  known  in  the 
premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun.,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  lleacbiuariers.  N.'w  Vurk.  lOth  o.tob..  ISOD. 

At  the  request  of  Lient.  Co!.  Dodge,  ihe  ("onimander  in  Chief 
does  hereby  lu'evet  Samnel   Darling  an<l  Noyes  Darling  as  En- 
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signs  iu  the  first  Regiment  of  the  seeoud  Brigade  of  New  York 
Militia  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
known. 

By  order  of  the  ('ommander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding.  Jun..  Adj.  Genl. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  17th  Oct.,  1809. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
Col.  Laight  and  Major  (Ichabod)  Prall  and  Major  (Gerard)  Depey- 
ster  cannot  attend  the  Court  Martial  appointed  to  be  held  to-mor- 
row at  the  house  of  Enoch  Carter  in  Westchester  County,  accord- 
ing to  former  General  Orders,  Lt.  Col.  Saltus  and  Capt.  Anthony 
Bleecker  of  the  Artillery,  and  Major  William  W.  Todd  of  the 
Infantry,  are  therefore  hereby  appointed  and  assigned  as  Mem- 
bers of  the  said  Court  Martial  in  their  stead. 

And  it  having  been  represented  that  the  place  which  has  been 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  said  Court  may  not  be  a  con- 
venient one  for  the  continuance  of  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court, 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  authorizes  the 
Adjournment  of  the  said  Court  if  necessary,  to  such  other  con- 
venient place  as  the  president  of  the  said  Court  with  the  assent  of 
the  members  and  parties  concerned,  may  deem  proper  and  more 
convenient. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding.  Jun..  Adj.  Genl. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  ISth  October,  ISOO. 

Wheivas  General  orders  were  heretofore  issu(Hl  organizing  a 
rompnny  of  Pirth-mrn  in  tlio  scoDd  r.riL:;ide  of  New  York  :Militia 
and  assigning  Wiliinm  .Timies  ^trNoven  as  Captain.  Robert  Dillon 
as  Lieutenant  and  John  Caynor  as  Ensign  thereof,  until  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Council  of  A])]iointment  shall  be  known; 
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^  And  whereas  the  said  orders  directed  that  the  uniform  of  the 
said  Corps  should  be  grass  green  rilllo  frocks  and  pantaloons  with 
yellow  fringe,  black  gaiters,  round  black  hats  with  yellow  but- 
tons, black  loops,  and  short  green  feathers; 

And  whereas  the  said  orders  having  been  lost,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  does  therefore  hereby  renew  the  same,  excepting  that 
part  only  which  relates  to  the  wearing  of  hats,  and  directs  that 
the  said  Company  shall  wear  helmets. 
i'        By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief : 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun.,  Adj.  Genl. 
G.  O. :  Headquarters,  New  York,  25th  October,  1809. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  brevet  as  Second  Majors 
in  the  first  Brigade  of  Xew  York  Militia,  Captains  Charles  Chris- 
tian and  William  M.  Pluymert,  who  are  to  be  assigned  by  Briga- 
dier General  Steddiford  to  the  Regiments  of  Lieut.  Col's  Laight 
and  Van  Beuren;  he  also  brevets  as  Ensigns  in  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  the  said  Brigade,  James  Oakley,  Peter  Tooker,  John  W. 
Jarvis  and  John  W.  Brower,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  be  made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 


THE    DECISION    IN    THE    FERRIS    COLRT    MARTIAL    CASE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  New-  York.  28th  Oc:ol).,  1809. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  received  the  proceetlings  of 
the  Court  ilartial  held  in  pursuance  of  general  orders  of  the 
5th  and  17th  insrants  and  having  niaturoly  coiisidorod  tho  same, 
deems  it  his  duty,  jueviously  to  issuing  any  linal  orders  there- 
upon, to  desire  the  said  Court  to  review  and  reconsider  their  de- 
cision and  proceedings  of    the    eighteenth   instant,  upon  such 
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further  views  and  considerations  of  the  subject  as  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  Judge  Advocate;  and  accordingly  directs 
that  the  President  and  Members  of  the  said  Court  assemble  at 
the  City  Hotel  on  Broadway  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  the 
Ninth  day  of  November  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to 
review  and  reconsider  their  said  decisions  and  proceedii  gs. 

The  Judge  Advocate  is  requested  to  cause  the  requisite  Notice 
of  such  meeting  to  be  given. 

By  order  of  the  Comma-.: der  in  Chi  f : 

Wm  Paulding,  Jun..  Adj.  Genl. 


exempts  organize  an  artillery  company. 
O.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  6  November,  1809. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York,  being  severally  exempted  from  military 
duty  on  account  of  Services  in  the  late  war,  or  age,  have  asso- 
ciated themselves  together  and  formed  a  company,  pursuant  to 
the  thirty  fifth  Section  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  entitled.  *'An  Act  to  Organize  the  Militia  of  this 
State,"  passed  the  20th  day  of  March,  1809; 

And,  whereas,  the  said  persons  have  signed  a  Koll  pledging 
themselves  to  bear  arms  and  take  the  field  in  the  said  City  and 
County  of  New  York,  or  the  Counties  of  Kings,  Richmond  and 
Westchester,  in  the  State  of  New  York  whenever  the  same  or 
any  part  thereof  may  be  or  is  likely  to  bo  invaded; 

Now,  then  fore,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  pursuance  of  the- 
authority  vested  in  him  by  the  said  Act,  <lo(^s  hereby  rrganize 
the  said  association  as  a  company  of  Artillery,  and  does  com- 
mission by  Brevet,  John  McLean  as  Captain,  Richard  Nixon  as 
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first  Lieutenant,  and  John  S.  Delami^er  as  second  Lieutenant 
thereof. 

By  Older  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding  Jan.,  Adjutant  General. 

GOVEKNOR  TOMPKINS  DISAPPROVES  OF  THE  FINDINGS  IN  THE  FERRIS 
COURT  MARTIAL  CASE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  30tli  ITov'r,  1809. 

The  proceedings  of  the  second  meeting  of  the  Court  Martial 
for  the  Trial  of  Capt.  David  Ferris  having  been  reported  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty  first  instant,  and 
he  having  duly  considered  the  same,  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  assign  in  orders  the  reasons  which  have  constrained  him  to 
disapprove  not  only  the  decision  made  by  the  said  Court  on  the 
ninth  Instant,  but  also  its  determination  on  the  Eighteenth  day 
of  OctoV)er.  In  doing  this  he  is  persuaded  the  members  of  the 
Court  will  duly  appreciate  his  motives  which  arise  from  a  sense 
of  duty  and  in  justification  of  an  honest  difference  from  them  in 
opinion,  and  that  this  cause  will  be  regarded  as  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  The  sentiments  of  confidence  and  respect  which  he 
entertains  for  all  the  ^lembers  of  the  Court. 

In  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  on  thf^  Eighteenth  day  of 
October,  the  Commander  in  Chief  feels  persuaded  that  thj  case 
cited*  as  the  inducement  to  that  decision  was  wholly  irrelevant, 
and  bore  no  resemblance  to  the  case  then  l)efore  them,  and  he 
Y-'ill  advert  to  a  few  of  the  circumstanees  which  constitute  the 
inapplicability  of  Powlett's  case. 

L  That  was  a   Xaval  Court  ^lartial.  the  OHieers  composing 
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\vhuh  were  iii  Actual  Scrvicf.  The  adjournment  solirited  was 
to  obtain  the  attendance  of  Witnesses  beyond  sea,  the  period 
of  whose  return  was  wholly  uncertain;  and,  therefore,  the  ad- 
journment must  have  been  to  a  remote  period,  and  the  public 
J^ervice  in  the  meantime,  might  have  been  prejudiced  by  the  de- 
tention therefrom  of  the  high  and  respectable  Officers  who  com- 
[losed  the  Court. 

II.  The  charges  were  in  that  case  exhibited  by  an  individual 
who  had  been  previously  ai'rested  and  convicted  upon  charges 
presented  against  him  by  Ca].t.  Powlett.  from  which  fact  the 
Court  miglit  reasonably  presume  that  the  charges  before  them 
arose  from  a  disposition  to  retaliate  or  from  malicious  motives. 

III.  The  application  for  postponement  in  that  case,  was  to  a  re- 
mote and  uncertain  period  and  neither  stated  that  any  measures 
had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  witnesses  from  departing  nor  dis- 
closed their  names  or  number,  nor  the  places  to  which  they  had 
gone,  nor  the  points  to  which  their  Testimony  would  be  material. 
It  did  not  appear  possible  to  assign  a  remote  day  at  which  those 
witnesses  would  be  more  likely  to  attend;  and  therefore  it  was 
deemed  not  reasonable  to  put  off  the  trial  to  a  distant  and  uncer- 
tain day. 

IV.  In  that  case  there  was  an  existing  Judge  Advocate  with 
whom  the  accuser  might  have  consulted  preparatory  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Court,  and  from  whom  he  might  have  obtained  advice 
and  summonses  for  his  witnesses. 

In  comparing  the  above  circumstances  with  those  under  which 
the  Court  ^lartial  convened  on  the  Eighteenth  day  of  October  last, 
made  their  decision,  it  will  be  observed: 

I,  That  in  the  latter  case  none  of  the  otlicers  composing  the 

Court  were  in  actual  service;  their  residence  enabled  them  to  at- 
16 
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tend  the  Court  at  any  time  without  muci  inconveuienco  to  them- 
selves  and  without  any  detriment  to  the  public.  The  defendant 
also  resided  in  the  town  where  they  met. 

11.  The  charges  before  the  Court  were  not  exhibited  by  an 
.ndn-idual  but  proceeded  from  the  report  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
There  was,  therefore,  no  ground  for  presuming  malice  or  perse- 
cufon  in  the  charges;  and  those  charges  expressly  referred  to  an 
md.ndual  whose  testimony  must  be  presumed  to  be  material  and 
who  also  resided  in  or  near  the  town  where  the  Court  was  con- 
vened. 

III.  As  the  charges  resulted  from  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of 
Inquiry,  and  as  the  Judge  Advocate  was  appointed  by  the  Court 
Martial  on  the  spot,  and  desired  an  adjournment  for  a  short  period 
only  to  enable  him  to  become  acquainted  with  the  dutv  assigned 
him,  the  reasonableness  of  adjourning  to  a  remote  and  uncertain 
day  could  not  have  come  in  question. 

IV.  By  the  Laws  of  this  State  the  Judge  Advocate  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court  Maitial.    It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  the 
officer  who  organizes  the  Court  to  recognize  any  person  as  Judge 
Advocate  until  after  the  Court  have  convened  and  appointed  on^e, 
and  the  person  so  appointed  has   accepted   the   trust;   and,    of 
course,  no  preparatory  interview  or  consultation  can  be  had.'    A 
reasonable  opportunity  of  making  himself  acquainted  with  thP 
case  which  he  is  to  manage  ought,  therefore,  and  especially  in 
cases  where  there  is  no  private  accuser,  to  be  afforded  the  Judge 
Ad\ocate. 

It  will  be  observed  that  from  the  manner  in  which  these  charges 
came  before  the  Court,  and  the  manner  of  constituting  a  Ju.ige 
Advocate,  there  is  but  one  alternative  to  prevent  an  invariabk^ 
acquittal  in  the  like  cases,  according  to  the  precedent  established  - 
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and  that  is  for  the  ofiQcer  appointing  the  Court  to  combine  the 
character  of  individual  accuser  with  his  official  functions,  and, 
previously  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Court,  to  examine  and  sub- 
poena witnesses  and  perform  all  the  other  offices  incident  to  pri- 
vate accuser  and  Judge  Advocate;  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  would  be  undignified  and  improper,  and 
lead  to  prepossessions  and  prejudices  unfavourable  to  an  impar- 
tial review  of,  and  decision  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 
when  reported  to  him;  and  he  is,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  in  such  cases  the  Court  Martial  ought  to  indulge  the  Judge 
Advocate  with  sufficient  and  reasonable  time  to  notify  the  officer 
who  has  organized  the  Court,  of  his  appointment.  One  day  would 
have  been  ample  in  the  present  case  for  that  purpose.  Of  the 
vicinity  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  Adjutant  General  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Court  ilartial,  no  doubt  could  have  been  enter- 
tained, because  on  the  very  day  of  their  Meeting,  General  orders 
were  issued  authorizing  the  Court  to  adjourn  to  another  day, 
which  orders  were  issued  on  the  application  of  the  President  and 
obtained  by  a  Member  of  the  Court.  It  may  be  fairly  concluded 
ihat  those  orders  increased  the  expectation  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  an  adjournment  of  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  who  the  Judge  Advocate  was. 

If  any  affidavit  of  the  materiality  of  witnesses  should  be  sug- 
gested, it  may  be  remarked  that  in  cases  resulting  from  the  report 
of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  no  one  except  the  Officer  issuing  the  Orders, 
or  the  Judge  Advocate,  can  be  officially  called  upon  to  make  it» 
and  this  would  be  futile,  since  their  belief  of  materiality  must  re- 
sult from  the  procecdin<j,s  of  the  Court  of  Imiuiry,  and  that  very 
evidence  is  here  furnished  to  the  Court  Martial  by  the  orders 
creating  it. 
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The  Commander  iu  Chief  could  not,  therefore,  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October 
last. 

His  reasons  for  disapproving  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  at  the  meeting  of  the  saiil  Court  on  the  Nijith  day  of  Novem- 
ber instant  will  now  be  assigned. 

Inasmuch,  as  the  General  orders,  referring  the  first  determina- 
tion back  to  the  Court  ^lartial,  were  issued  within  fifteen  days 
after  their  proceedings  were  reported  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
he  entertains  an  opinion  that  the  question  agitated  before  the 
Court,  and  upon  which  they  decided,  could  not  arise  at  that  time, 
whether  the  orders  remitting  the  proceedings  amounted  to  a  dis- 
api)roval  thereof  or  not.  The  Court  must  be  deemed  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  said  jtroceedings  under  a  course  of  review  and  re- 
consideration, and,  therefore,  the  provisions  of  the  statute  could 
not  apply  until  after  those  proceedings  had  been,  upon  such  review 
and  reconsideration,  disposed  of  and  reported.  But  whether  this 
opinion  be  correct  or  not,  he  entertains  no  doubt  that  those  orders 
were  to  be  received  and  acted  upon  as  orders  containing  a  disap- 
probation of  the  former  decision. 

It  cannot  be  deemed  necessary  to  constitute  orders  of  approval 
or  disai»proval.  that  those  express  words  should  be  contained  in 
the  orders.  It  is  abundantly  sulTicient  if  they  virtually  and  sub- 
stantially comprise  them.  It  is  usual  and  certainly  the  most  deli- 
cate and  respectful  course  to  make  a  request  in  orders  which  is 
considered  e(]uivalent  to  and  efTectually  a  command. 

Courts  ^lartial  being  g(nierally  com]iosed  of  ofTicers  of  respecta- 
ble standing,  of  s(*nsil)ility  and  honor,  orders  addressed  to  them 
shoJild  be  worded  in  the  most  delicate  and  n^s])ectful  terms,  and 
more  particularly  orders  which,  but  for  the  delicacy  of  expression. 
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may  contain  an  impeachment  of  their  discernment  or  decisions. 
.V  contrary  course  would  not  only  be  painful  to  the  officer  issuing 
8uch  orders,  but  might  tend  to  otTend  oi-  prejudice  the  members  of 
the  Court  so  as  to  preclude  an  impartial  and  candid  review  of  the 
point  which  they  had  previously  decided. 

These  considerations,  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the 
Adjutant  General  and  Judge  Advocate,  operated  upon  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  be  circumspect  and  delicate  in  the  order  for 
review  and  reconsideration;  which  inducements  he  is  apprehen- 
sive were  not  duly  appreciated  by  the  Court  at  their  last  meeting. 
He  considers  that  the  inevitable  inference  to  be  drawn  from  by 
the  Court  from  that  order,  was  that  he  disapproved  of  their 
former  decision. 

I.  llecause  the  exercise  of  the  authority  of  an  Officer,  to  refer 
back  to  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  for  their  review,  is  by 
usage  and  authority  predicated  solely  upon  his  disapprobation  of 
their  proceedings.* 

II.  Because  as  the  former  decision  of  the  Court  was  upon  a 
simple  point  without  any  Testimony,  a  re(iuest  to  review  that 
dt'cision  would  be  nugatory  and  absurd  upon  any  other  ground 
than  such  disaiqirobation. 

III.  Becaus(^  the  or<ier  referred  the  Court  to  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate (who  is  an  adjunct  and  adviser  of  the  Court  and  appointed 
by  themsehes)  for  the  views  and  (•<^iisiderations  which  induced 
The  Comnuuuler  in  Chief  to  make  the  re(|uest;  wliich  views  and 
considerations  \\ere  th«^  reasons  assigned  to  liim  by  the  Com- 
li'ander  in  Cliief  for  his  disa]»i>robat  ion  of  the  ft»rmer  derision, 
;ind  ought,  to  he  i;ikcii  in  eoiiiitition  wirli.  and  as  collateral  to, 
the  order. 
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The  order,  therefore,  exercising  an  authority  which  only  exists 
in  ease  of  disapprobation,  which  would  be  nugatory  and  absurd. 
upon  any  other  principle,  and  which  referred  the  Court  to  their 
Judge  Advocate  for  the  reasons  of  it,  ought  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  have  been  deemed  and  taken  by  the  Court 
as  a  virtual  disapprobation  of  their  prior  proceedings,  and  to  have 
been  proceeded  upon  as  such. 

But  the  difference  in  opinion  whicli  has  existed  between  the 
Court  and  the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  to  the  matters  upon  which 
the  Court  has  heretofore  acted,  excites  in  his  mind  a  belief  that  it 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Court  to  place  the  proceedings 
again  before  them,  and  that  no  beneficial  consequences  would 
result  from  the  exercise  of  that  authority.  The  Commander  in 
Chief,  therefore,  dissolves  the  said  Court  Martial,  of  which  Gen- 
eral Morton  is  President,  and  directs  that  Captain  David  Ferris 
be  discharged  from  his  arrest.  The  said  Captain  Ferris,  however, 
will  not  resume  the  command  of  his  company  until  further 
General  orders  to  that  eflect. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Baulding  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


THE  Y.VTES  COUUT  MARTIAL  CASE. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  IGth  December,  1S09. 

The  proceedings  and  determimition  of  a  Court  Martial,  whereof 
Brigadier  General  Samuel  Ten  I>roeck  is  President,  for  the  trial 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Adam  Yate^;.  and  the  division  orders  thereon 
(which  profoctlin-s  ;ind  ord'-rs  are  annexed  to  this  general 
order),  have  been  broiiglit  b-fere  ilie  Commander  in  Chief  upon 
an  appeal  therefrom  by  tlie  said  Lieutenant  Col.  Adam  Yates. 
It  appears  that  the  said  f/ieut.  Cul.  Adam  Yates  upon  being  re- 
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quired  by  and  before  the  said  Court  to  plead  to  the  charges  ex- 
hibited against  him,  presented  the  following  preliminary  objec- 
tions, viz.: 

1st,  '•  That  by  the  Militia  Law  the  divisions  of  Militia  are  com- 
posed of  citizens  liable  to  perform  Military  duty,  residing  within 
the  limits  of  each  division;  and  that  the  said  David  Thomas 
Esquire,  under  whose  orders  this  Court  is  convened,  had  previous 
to  issuing  said  orders,  moved  out  of  the  limits  of  the  division 
to  which  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  belongs,  and  has  thereby,  according  to 
the  Spirit  of  the  Militia  Law,  relinquished  the  command  of  the 
eaid  division,  by  reason  whereof  the  order  appointing  this  Court 
is  to  be  considered  as  null.'' 

2nd,  ''  That  admitting  the  said  David  Thomas  to  retain  his 
authority  as  Major  General  of  the  said  division,  the  present  arrest 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  is  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Lieut.  Colonel 
had  been  previously  arrested  on  the  same  charges  by  Brig'r  Gen'l 
Moftitt,  pursuant  to  orders  of  the  said  David  Thomas  for  that  pur- 
pose, of  which  arrest  due  notice  was  given  to  the  said  David 
Thomas,  who  neglected  to  order  a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of 
the  said  Colonel  according  to  law." 

3,  '•  That  the  present  arrest  of  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  is  illegal 
because  made  by  the  said  David  Thomas  in  person,  when  he  (if 
he  retains  his  command  as  Major  General)  is  the  officer  designated 
by  Law  to  appoint  the  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  accused, 
and  to  revise  and  approve  or  disapprove  the  sentence  of  the 
Court." 

4,  "  That  inasmuch  as  it  appears  from  the  arrest  that  the 
charges  against  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  are  exiiibited  by  inferior  otViters, 
to  wit,  Capt.  Young  and  Lieut.  LLigbie,  those  charges  should  have 
been  investigated  by  a  Court  of  Inijuiry  and  do  not  aiTord  a  legal 
ground  of  arrest  in  the  first  instance." 
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That  the  said  Court,  after  maiure  deliberation  thereon,  de- 
cided that  the  tirst  and  third  objections  were  not  sufficient  in 
law  to  preclude  the  Court  from  their  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  charj^es  exhibited  against  the  said  Adam  Yates,  or 
to  exonerate  or  excuse  him  from  further  answering  the  said 
charges,  and  that  the  said  Adam  Yates  do  further  answer  the 
same  charges. 

That  the  said  Court  also  decided  that  the  fourth  objection  and 
the  matter  therein  contained  are  a  sufficient  answer  in  Law  to 
preclude  the  Court  from  further  hearing  and  determining  the 
said  charges,  and  that  the  said  Adam  Yates  is  not  obligt-d  fur- 
ther to  answer  the  said  charges,  and  that  he  be  not  held  further 
to  answer  before  the  Court  the  said  charges. 

That  by  Division  orders  of  the  24:th  of  November,  1809,  the 
Major  Ceneral  approves  of  the  Decision  of  the  Court  Martial 
upon  the  first  and  third  objections  and  disapproves  their  de- 
cision in  respect  to  the  fourth  objection.  The  appeal  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Adam  Yates  is  from  the  decision  of  the  Court  Martial, 
and  the  determination  of  the  Major  General  thereon,  and  re- 
(iurs)s  ilic  Commander  in  (^hief  to  review  the  whole  of  the  said 
proci  edings. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  forbear  in  this  plai  e  to  men- 
tion his  rrgri^t  that  tlie  Court  Martial  did  not  disj)os«'  of  all  the 
pleas  or  prcliniihary  objections  at  their  first  meeting.  By  the 
proce-oiliiigs  a(  comjianying  tho  pi-esent  appeal  thei-c  app^'jirs  n«> 
adjudication  upon  the  second  objertion  of  Lieut.  Col.  Yatos.  It 
was  not  j>rojH-r  to  wnive  the  doteimi nation  of  one  objection 
nici-oly  Ix'causo  r]i<-  derision  of  anorluT  was  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant. In  tlu-  event  of  the  rev«-rsal  of  such  decision  by  the 
officer  instituting  th(^  Court  or  upon  an  a]»peal.  the  Court  must 
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at  tlie  soeond  meeting  determine  upon  the  remaining  objection 
fr(»m  wliich  decision  a  second  appeal  may  be  preferred  and  thus, 
in  a  supposable  ease,  a  succession  of  a{»[)eals  from  tlie  determina- 
tion of  the  preliminary  objections  might  follow  to  the  great  de- 
lay of  Justice  and  to  the  unnecessary  trouble  and  expense  of 
thf  parties,  the  Court  and  the  officers  empowered  to  review  such 
decisions. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is.  therefore,  clearly  of  op'nion  that 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  Martial  ought  to  have  exhausted  all 
the  preliminaiy  objections  ])resented,  and  that  their  omission  in 
this  instance  to  decide  upon  the  second,  affords  in  his  mind,  a 
sufficient  reason  for  remitting  the  proceedings.  But,  as  the  ap- 
pcHant  has  desired  him  to  review  all  the  i^roceedings  which  were 
annexed  to  the  appeal,  ;ind  as  that  course  will  perhaps  be  most 
satisfactory  to  the  Court,  the  Commander  in  Chief  proceeds  to 
notice  the  first,  third  and  fourth  objections,  separately  and  in 
tlie  order  in  which  they  were  preferred  before  the  Court: 

I.  Th«'  ofticers  of  the  ^ililitia  of  this  State  derive  their  appoint- 
ments from,  and  hold  their  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council  of  Appointment,  The  Statute  organizing  the  Mili- 
tia makes  no  provision  for  the  suspension  of  the  command  or 
duties  of  an  Officer  in  consequence  of  absence  or  removal  from 
the  limits  of  the  Corps,  The  Act  amendatory  of  the  ^Militia  Law 
passed  April  ISth,  17^7,  contains  a  provision,  that  Captains, 
.  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns,  thereafter  to  be  appointed  should 
reside  within  the  beats  of  their  respective  companies.  The  in- 
ft'renee  to  be  drawn  from  that  provision  is  that  other  officers 
than  those  specified  were  not  re<iuired  to  reside  within  the  limits 
of  tlieir  command,  and  also  that  antef  edeiitly  to  such  provision, 
residence  within  the  eompany  beat  was  not  an  indis[)ensable 
<lua]ifieatio!i  f-ven  for  a  ('ai)tain.  Lieutenant  (tr  Ensign. 
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All  the  Militia  Laws,  since  the  Law  of  the  United  States  upon 

the  subject,  have  omitted  that  clause. 
The  Act  of  Congress,  to  which  the  State  Law  regulating  the 

Militia  is  subordinate,  organizes  the  Militia  into  divisions,  »S:c.. 

and  provides  that  there  shall  be  to  each  Division  one  Major  Gen- 
eral, &c.,  and  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  contains  any  provision 

or  direction  relative  to  the  residence  of  the  officers   within   the 

limits  of  their  respective  command. 

By  the  constitution  of  this  State,  members  of  the  Assembly  are 

to  be  chosen  in  each  county  by  the  electors  resident  within  such 

county;  but  as  there  is  no  express  provision  in  that  instrument  rel- 
ative to  the  residence  of  the  persons  to  be  chosen,  it  has  become 
recognized  in  practice  and  by  Legislative  construction  that  a  Xon 
resident  may  be  elected  and  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  may 
exercise  the  powers  incident  to  that  office.  This  construction  of 
the  constitution  is  analogous  to  that  which  the  Court  Martial  have 
given  to  the  Militia  Law. 

In  the  City  of  New  York,  appointments  in  the  Militia  have 
always  been  made  without  regard  to  residence  within  the  limits  of 
the  Corps  for  which  the  appointment  was  made,  and  yet  there 
exists  no  legal  provision  upon  the  subject  peculiar  to  that  city. 

The  public  inconvenience  which  often  attends  the  removal  of  a 
commanding  officer  in  the  country  from  the  limits  of  his  command 
has  induced  (he  Council  of  Appointment  fretiuently  to  interfere. 
But  such  interference  by  them  is  a  matter  of  discretion  to  be  con- 
trolled by  The  circumstances  of  each  case.  A  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  first  Kegiment  of  Cavalry  retained  and  exercised  his  author- 
ity as  a  .Military  officor  of  this  State  for  two  years  after  his  resi- 
dence in  the  State  of  New  .Jersey,  and  was  obeyed  and  respecttnl 
during  that  time.    But  as  his  removal  was  to  a  place  wholly  with- 
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out  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  knvs  of  this  State,  and  as  some  of  the 
subordinate  officers  represented  the  inconvenience  to  which  his 
iiou  residence  subjected  them,  the  Council  ultimately  appointed 
the  next  officer  in  rank  to  the  command  of  the  Regiment.  At  the 
same  session  an  application  was  made  to  the  Council  to  supersede 
a  Major  of  the  New  York  Artillery  because  he  had  removed  to, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  had  resided  in  Richmond  County,  out 
of  the  limits  of  his  Regiment;  but  the  Council  refused  in  that  case 
to  interfere,  inasmuch  as  the  residence  of  the  officer  was  within 
the  State,  and  not  so  remote  from  the  City  of  New  York  as  to  pre- 
vent him  from  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  office  or  to  subject 
the  other  officers  to  any  material  embarrassment  in  communicat- 
ing with  him.  The  above  instances  are  sufficient  to  shew  that  the 
Council  of  Appointment  and  sundry  Military  Officers  do  not  con- 
sider a  Military  commission  absolutely  vacated  by  the  residence  of 
the  holder  within  the  bounds  of  another  Corps.  Should  the  Coun- 
cil refuse  to  supersede  in  consequence  of  a  change  of  residence, 
there  is  still  another  remedy,  which  is,  to  cause  an  arrest  and  trial 
of  the  officer  so  changing  his  residence,  if  from  its  remoteness  the 
duties  of  the  office  are  neglected. 

Upon  the  principle  advanced  in  the  objection  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  responsibility  of  an  officer  and  his  liability  to  arrest 
or  trial  would  cease  immediately  upon  the  change  of  residence, 
and  of  course  an  offending  officer  might  by  removing  out  of  the 
bounds  of  his  corps,  always  escape  with  impunity. 

The  opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  is:  that,  as 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  T.aw  upon  the  subject  of  residence,  the 
authority  and  duties  of  an  officer  continue  until  he  is  superseded 
by  the  Council  of  Appointment,  or  until  liis  command  censes  in 
con.sequence  of  some  express  ])rovision  of  the  Law  regulating  the 
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Militia;  and  that  inferior  officers  and  tribunals  are,  until  one  of 
those  events  happen,  to  obey  and  respect  his  orders  without  re- 
gard to  the  place  of  his  residence.  The  decision  of  the  Court  Mar- 
tial on  the  first  preliminary  objection  is,  therefore,  approved. 

III.  The  Militia  Law  contemplates  an  arrest  by  the  same  offi- 
cer who  is  to  appoint  the  Court  Martial,  because  a  Major  General 
can  be  arrested  by  none  but  the  Commander  in  Chief,  nor  can  any 
other  officer  constitute  a  Court  Martial  for  his  trial  or  review  the 
proceedings  of  such  Court. 

The  same  thing  is  contemplated  by  the  Act.  and  must  necess- 
arily take  place  in  all  cases  where  the  Officer  arrested  is  next  in 
command  to  him,  who  is  authorized  to  institute  a  Court  Martial. 
The  Militia  Law  therefore,  does  not  deny,  but  indeed  expressly 
recognizes  the  power  of  arrest  in  the  same  officer  who  is  to  ap- 
point the  Court  Martial.    In  many  cases  there  would  be  a  failure 
of  Justice  without  it.  and  in  no  instance  is  there  reason  to  ap- 
prehend   any   injurious   consequences   from    its   exercise,   since 
the  officer  who  abuses  his  authority  in  that  respect,  is  amen- 
able therefor,  and  an  appeal  both  from  his  and  the  Court's 
decision  is  allowed  in  every  case.    An  arrest  of  an  officer  of  the 
Militia  is  a  formal  act  and  subjects  the  arrested  party  to  no  im- 
prisonment, bail,  or  other  hardships,  and  is  much  less  injurious  to 
him  than  an  arrest  by  process  at  Civil  Law.    It  would  be  more 
reasonable  to  prevent  a  Judge  from  presiding  at  the  trial  of  a  :Man 
apprehended  for  a  crime  upon  his  warrant,  or  a  Sheriff  who  had 
executed  it  ffom  summoning  a  Jury,  than  to  preclude  a  Military 
Officer  from  appointing  a  Court  Martial  merely  because  he  had 
ordered  or  made  thf  arrest  of  the  accused  upon  charges  exhibited 
by  a  third  parry.    Such  objection,  however,  to  a  Judge  or  Sheriff 
would  hardly  be  countenanced;  much  less  ought  it  to  be  supported 
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;i<.Minst  the  Military  Ollicer  because  in  his  case  the  Act  of  Arrest 
is  not  so  likely  to  create  bias,  prepossession,  or  prejudice,  against 
the  officer  arrested. 

In  the  case  of  a  captain  'uho  was  tried  under  the  Militia  Law 
of  this  State  in  1S02  the  facts  were,  that  he  was  arrested  by  the 
Commandant  of  the  Brigade  upon  charges  exhibited  by  the  said 
Commandant,  and,  upon  his  arraignment  before  the  Court  Martial 
appointed  by  the  same  Commandant,  the  Defendant  objected  to 
the  charges  as  not  being  suflticiently  particular  and  specific; 
whereupon  the  Court  Martial  determined  that  the  said  charges 
were  not  sutlHciently  particular,  and  discharged  him  from  his 
arrest  accordingly.  The  charges  were  then  made  in  a  more  cer- 
tain and  specific  form;  the  Captain  arrested  a  second  time, 
thereon,  and  a  Court  Martial  appointed  and  convened  for  his 
trial.  Before  that  Court  he  made  preliminary  objections,  and 
amongst  others  assigned  the  former  arrest  and  proceedings,  and 
also  that  the  arrest  was  made  by  the  same  officer  who  exhibited 
the  charges  and  organized  the  Court.  These  objections  were  over- 
ruled, and  the  Defendant  convicted  and  sentenced.  The  sentence 
having  been  sanctioned  by  the  Commandant  of  the  Brigade,  an 
appeal  was  presented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  also  ap- 
proved of  the  proceedings,  dismissed  the  appeal  and  ordered  the 
Sentence  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  preceding  considerations  and  precedents  induce  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  confirm  the  decision  of  the  Court  Martial,  upon 
the  third  preliminary  objection. 

IV.  The  Commander  in  Chief,  not  being  furnished  with  the 
reasons  of  the  apjiellant  or  his  counsel  in  supi)ort  of  the  objec- 
tions, is  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  upon  what  authority,  military 
usnge,  or  statutory  provision,  the  fourth  is  predicated.    The  ob- 
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jection  is,  that,  as  the  charges  are  presented  by  an  inferior  against 
a  superior  officer,  a  Court  Martial  lins  no  jurisdiction  to  try  them 
until  they  have  been  investigated  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  If  there 
be  any  forcible  reason  for  the  previous  institution  of  a  Court  of 
Inquiry  arising  out  of  the  relative  grade  of  the  parties,  it  would 
seem  to  be  in  the  case  of  charges  exhibited  by  a  superior  against 
an  inferior  officer;  because  there  is  more  danger  of  persecution 
and  oppression  in  that  case.  A  subordinate  officer  will  be  cau- 
tious of  brin^^ing  forward  frivolous  charges  against  his  Com- 
mandant for  even  an  acquittal  from  such  charges  will  invariably 
be  attended  with  some  resentment  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  which 
will  render  the  situation  of  the  former  more  unpleasant,  and 
perilous  than  would  be  the  situation  of  the  superior  officer  in  a 
reversed  case.  The  objection  does  not  appear  to  be  warranted  by 
precedent  or  usage.  A  multitude  of  instances  in  every  service 
might  be  adduced  of  Trials  by  Court  Martial  of  superior  officers, 
upon  charges  exhibited  by  inferior,  without  the  previous  institu- 
tion of  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  The  Commandant  of  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment of  United  States  Infantry  has  very  recently  been  brought 
before  a  Court  Martial  upon  the  complaint  of  inferior  officers. 
Xo  Court  of  Inquiry  was  previously  instituted  although  there 
existed  an  authority  for  it,  and  altho  the  relative  grade  of  the 
accusers  and  accused  was  the  same  as  in  this  case.  The  trial  of 
Vice  Admiral  Griffin  upon  the  complaint  of  Captain  Powlet,  and 
of  Capt.  Tichborne  upon  the  complaint  of  Lieut.  Fynmore  are  two 
of  the  numerous  instnnces  of  the  like  trials  in  Great  Britain.  The 
objection  of  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  does  not,  therefore,  according  to 
Military  usage  and  precedent,  oust  the  Court  :Martial  of  its  juris- 
diction. It  is,  therefore,  proper  to  enquire  whether  there  be  any 
statutory  provision  in  this  State  which  renders  a  Court  of  lufiuiry 
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an  iiulispen sable  preliminary  here  in  the  particular  case  of 
charges  brought  by  an  inferior  against  a  superior  officer.  In  Eng- 
land, custom  has  introduced  and  sanctioned  Courts  of  Inquiry, 
but  their  authority  and  use  have  never  been  regularly  ascertained 
and  defined.  In  the  army  of  the  United  States,  such  Courts  are 
expressly  prohibited  unless  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  demanded  by^  the  accused.  In  the  Militia  of  this 
State  they  derive  their  Statute  origin  from  an  Act  supplementary 
to  the  Militia  Law  passed  in  xVpril  1S03.  That  Statute  authorized 
the  Commandor  in  Chief  to  institute  them  upon  complaint  in  writ- 
ing by  one  commissioned  officer  against  another  for  improper  con- 
duct degrading  to  his  office. 

By  the  then  existing  Laws  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Court  Martial 
was  limited  to  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  perform  The  duties  of  an 
office.  The  intent  of  Courts  of  Inquiry,  therefore,  was  not  only 
to  investigate  charges  as  preparatory  to  a  Court  Martial,  but 
also  to  investigate  improprieties  for  which  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment might  supersede  the  officer,  although  such  improprie- 
ties were  not  cognizable  by  a  Court  ^lariial.  The  late  Militia 
Law  extends  the  right  of  appointing  Courts  of.  Inquiry  to  Com- 
mandants of  Divisions  and  Brigades  in  \hv  same  cases  in  which 
the  Commander  in  Chief  could  alone  apitoint  tlieni  before.  But 
there  is  no  provision  which  renders  them  indispensable  in  any 
case.  On  the  contrary  the  Statute  merely  de!eg;)tes  to  certain 
■officers  the  power  of  instituting  tlicm,  icJicii  thcij  shall  think 
proper.  A  prosecutiitn  may  Ix'  brought  in  a  Court  }\Iartial  by  a 
Non  commissioned  Otlicer  or  private,  or  by  an  individual  not 
himself  subje<'t  to  Military  jurisdiction;*  in  all  of  which  cases 
no  Court  of  Inquiry  can  j)recede  the  institution  of  a  Court  Mar- 
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tial  inasmuch  as  the  statute  ouly  authori.es  the  for.ner  upon  the 
complumt  in  writing  o(  a  commissioned  oUicer.  There  is  no 
difference  between  the  power  conferred  by  onr  Statute  and  the 
power  derived  from  Military  usage  in  England,  so  far  as  re- 
spects  the  right  of  the  accused  to  demand  an  Inquiry,  or  the 
obligation  of  a  superior  omcer  to  institute  one  where  a  Court 
Martial  is  solicited  in  the  first  instance. 

Courts  of  In.iuiry  are  principally  if  not  solely,  organised  in 
cases  where  the  impropriety  complained  of  (although  degrading 
to  the  ofQcer  himself  and  wounding  to  the  feelings  and  pride  of 
his  fellow  officers)  is  not  cognizable  by  a  Court  Martial,  but  mav 
afford  just  cause  for  the  Council  of  Appointment  upon  an  un- 
favorable report  to  dismiss  him;  or  where  the  facts  to  be  in- 
vestigated are  doublful  and  involved  in  a  variety  of  collateral 
circumstances,  or  where  there  are  several  persons  implicated  in 
the  same  oftence,  and  doubts  are  entertaired  to  whom  the  cul- 
pability attaches,  or  where  surveys  or  estimates  relative  to  com- 
petency of  provisions,  Military  Stores,  or  other  equipments  are 
to  be  made,  or  where  demanded  by  an  officer  when  rumors  and 
reports  have  been  circulated  injurious  to  his  honor  and  repnt.a. 
tion,  without  being  presented  in  the  shape  of  specific  and  rele- 
vant  charges.     The  cases    of    (.eueral  ,J„mes)  Wilkinson  and 
Commodore  uJames,  Baron  iBarron)  were  both  of  the  above  de- 
scription. 

It  is  oiuional  with  the  prosecutor  to  solicit  a  Court  Martial  or  a 
Court  of  Inquiry,  and  it  is  discretionary  with  the  officer  to  whom 
he  applies  to  insiitnie  the  one  or  the  other.  ^Xhen  charges  are 
certain,  .-pcciiicd  ai„l  relevant  and  embrace  matter  clearlv  co.-ni.. 
able  by  a  Court  Martial,  and  when  the  party  complaining  pl^vs 
for  such  Court,  it  might  be  deemed  unreasonable  and  arbitrarv 
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to  compel  such  party  against  his  wish  to  incur  the  double  trouble 
and  expense  of  prosecuting  them  both  before  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
and  a  Court  Martial.  Whether  the  instituting  Officer  in  any 
particular  case  exercises  proper  discretion  in  appointing  a  Court 
Martial  in  the  first  instance  or  not  is  a  question  not  cognizable 
by  a  Court  Martial  created  by  him  for  the  trial  of  another  per- 
son. If  such  officer  abuse  his  discretion,  he  is  amenable,  there- 
for, before  another  Tribunal. 

In  the  case  now  under  consideration  the  Major  General  had 
no  power  to  direct  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  but  had  power  to  organize 
a  Court  Martial,  and  would  have  been  culpable  in  refusing  if  the 
charges  presented  to  him  were  in  his  opinion  actionable. 

After  mature  deliberation  and  reflection  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  with  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court  Martial,  ia 
constrained  to  disapprove  of  its  determination  upon  the  fourth 
preliminary  objection  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Yates,  and  accord- 
ingly confirms  the  opinion  of  Major  General  Thomas  thereon. 

The  appeal  of  Lieut.  Col.  Yates  is  therefore  dismissed,  and 
Major  General  Thomas  is  directed  to  issue  such  further  order, 
and  adopt  such  further  proceedings  in  the  j^-remises  as  may  be 
proper  and  legal. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Daniel  Rodman.  Aid-de  ( 'amp. 


TIIK  GOVEFiNOIl  SUSTAINS  THC  hECISIOX  OF  ANOTHER  COURT-MARTIAL. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  l.^th  February.  1810. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  maturely  considered  the  ap- 
peal of  Capt.  Gilbert  Seaman  of  the  first  Regiment  of  the  first 
Brigade  of  Militia  in  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  fr(^m  the 
17 
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sentence  of  the  Court  Martial  instituted  for  his  trial  and  the 
Brigade  orders  of  20th  Dec'r,  1809,  approving  in  part  of  the  same, 
€annot  discover  any  just  cause  for  disapproving  of  the  said 
Brigade  orders,  and  directs  General  Steddiford  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  carried  into  execution. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaer.  Adj.  Genl. 


AN  OVERSIGHT  CORRECTED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  March,  ISIO. 

In  a  Division  of  the  fifth  Division  of  Infantry  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State,  by  General  orders  of  the  seventh  day  of  April,  1809. 
the  Brigade  in  the  County  of  Otsego  was  by  mistake  not  assigned 
to  any  Division.  The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  orders  that 
it  be  annexed  to  the  sixth  Division. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


A  RIFLE  COMPANY  ORGANIZED  IN  NEW  BALTIMORE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  May  7,  1810. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  perused  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Baker,  Storm  A.  Vanderzee  and  others,  praying  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Company  of  Ridemen  at  the  village  of  New  Baltimore,  in 
the  County  of  Greene,  and  deeming  it  proper  to  grant  the  prayer 
thereof,  hereby  organizes  the  said  Company  of  Riflemen,  and 
assigns  John  Marshall  Captain,  Smith  Dunning  Lieutenant,  and 
John  Stone  Ensign  thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  be  known  in  the  premises.  The  said  company  until 
further  orders  will  be  attached  to  and  parade  with  Lieut.  Col. 
Bronk's  Regiment  of  Militia  and  will  be  uniformed  as  follows: 
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Green  Rifle  frocks  and  Pantaloons  with  yellow  fringe  and  but- 
tons, black  gaiters,  round  black  hats,  with  yellow  buttons,  black 
loops  and  short  Green  feathers. 
By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


AND  ONE  IN  KENSSELAER  COUNTY. 

Q  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  10th  May,  1810. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  provisionally  organize  a  Rifle 
€ompany  in  Lieutenant  Col.  Cornelius  J.  Schermerhorn's  Regi- 
ment in  the  County  of  Rensselaer  and  assigns  Joel  Bristol  as 
€aptain,  William  Carmichel  as  Lieutenant  and  Wallace  St. 
John  as  Ensign  thereof,  unril  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment be  known.  The  uniform  of  the  said  company  will  be 
Green  Ritle  frocks  and  i»antaloons.  with  yellow  fringe  and  but- 
tons, black  gaiters,  round  black  hats,  with  yellow  buttons,  black 
Joops  and  short  Green  feathers. 
By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 

A  REARRANGEMENT  OF  CAVALRY  SQUADRONS. 

<5.  o.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sep'r,  1810. 

It  having  been  represented  that  the  Division  of  the  Squadrons 
of  Col.  Westerlo's  Regiment  of  Cavalry  as  e.stablished  by  former 
General  orders  is  not  so  convenient  as  the  one  hereinafter  di- 
rected, the  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  hereafter  the  Troops 
commanded  by  Captains  lAvster,  Brown,  Shears.  Hotchkiss,  and 
Cookr.  cojwpose  the  first  Squadron,  of  said  Regiment,  to  be  com- 
manded by  Major  Appollos  Moore,  and  the  Troops  commanded  by 
Captains  Van  Kleeck,  Schuyler,  Vought,  Thome,    Youngs    and 
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Van  Der  Heyden,  compose  the  second  Squadron,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Van  Voorst. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  October  2ud,  ISIO. 

The  persons  recommended  for  Staff  Officers  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment of  Cavalry  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Whipple,  having 
been  by  mistake  appointed  as  a  Squadron  Staff  instead  of  Regi- 
mental Staff",  and  it  having  been  represented  by  the  said  Lieut. 
Col.  that  the  discipline  of  the  said  Regiment  requires  that  the 
said  persons  so  recommended  and  appointed  by  mistake  as  afore- 
said, should  be  empowered  as  soon  as  convenient  to  Act  in  the 
several  capacities  for  which  they  were  returned,  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  therefore,  hereby  assigns  and  brevets  Oran  E.  Baker, 
Adjutant;  Daniel  Le  Roy  Quartermaster,  and  Cornelius  Cuyler, 
Paymaster,  of  the  said  Eighth  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  who  will 
respectively  officiate  in  those  offices  and  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
made  known. 

Lieut.  Col.  Whipple  is  directed  to  make  a  timely  return  to  Brig- 
adier General  Piatt,  of  the  vacancies  and  occurrences  in  his  Regi- 
ment, including  in  said  return  for  commissions  the  Staff'  Officers 
brevetted  by  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  Genl. 


REDISTRICTING   THE  BRIGADES   IN   NEW  YORK  CITY. 

G.  O.:  neadquaiters.  New  York,  iLiy  14'th,  1810. 

It  having  hcon  manifested  by  the  enrolment  and  inspection 
returns  of  tho  two  Brigades  f»f  Militia   in  N<mv  York,  that  thev 
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are  unequal  m  number  and  that  an  alteration  in  the  division 
line  established  by  General  Orders,  May  6th,  1S09,  has  become 
necessary,  the  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  directs  that  from 
and  after  the  date  hereof,  the  Second  Brigade  of  Militia  in  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  vizt: 

Beginning  at  the  middle  of  Marketfield  Street  at  the  North 
River,  thence  Easterly  along  the  middle  of  said  street  to  Broad- 
way, thence  along  Broadway  Northerly  to  the  middle  of  Beaver 
Street,  thence  Easterly  along  the  middle  of  Beaver  Street  to 
Broad  Street;  theace  Northerly  along  the  middle  of  Broad  Street, 
Nassau  Street,  and  Chatham  Street  to  the  Bowery  road;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  the  Bowery  Road  to  the  corner  of  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  and  Boston  Post  roads,  thence  along  the  middle  of  the 
old  Boston  Post  road  to  the  North  East  corner  of  the  Kips-Bay 
farm;  thence  along  the  easterly  side  of  said  farm  to  the  East 
River;  thence  along  the  shore  of  the  East  River  and  round  the 
Battery  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

And  that  the  first  Brigade  of  Militia  in  said  City  and  County 
shall  hereafter  comprehend  all  the  residue  of  the  said  City  and 
County  of  New  York. 

The  Commandants  of  the  said  respective  Brigades  will  forth- 
with make  such  arrangements  and  issue  such  Brigade  orders  as 
will  give  immediate  effect  to  this  General  order. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 
Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C.  to  the  Com.  in  Chief.    • 


PROMOTIONS   AND    ASSI(;NMENl  S. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  May  21st,  ISIO. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  Saltus.  of  the  third 
Regiment  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  in  New  York  that  there 


262  Annual  Report  of  the 

is  ii  vacancy  for  one  captain  in  bis  Regiment,  and  that  Lieutenant 
Barent  Andariese  is  entitled  by  rank  to  fill  the  vacancy; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  at  the  request  of  Lieut. 
Colonel  Saitus,  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  the  said  Lieutenant 
Andariese  as  a  Captain  in  the  said  Reg-iment  until  provision  be 
made  in  the  premises  by  the  Council  of  Appointment;  and  directs 
that  the  said  Barent  Andariese  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  Cap- 
tain accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment be  made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp  to  the 

Com'r  in  Chief. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  June  6th,  ISIO. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Saitus  of  the 
third  Regiment  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  in  New  York 
that  there  is  a  vacancy  for  Surgeon  in  his  Regiment,  and  that 
Stephen  D.  Beekman  of  the  City  of  New  York  is  a  suitable  per- 
son to  fill  the  vacancy,  the  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  at 
the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Saitus,  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  the 
said  Stephen  D.  Beekman  as  Surgeon  in  the  said  Regiment,  until 
provision  be  made  in  the  premises  by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, and  directs  that  the  said  Stephen  D.  Beekman  be  respected 
accordingly  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb, 
Lt.  Col.  and  AidiloCamp  to  the  Com'r  in  Chief. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  June  12th,  ISIO. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge  that  there 
are  three  Vacancies  for  Ensigns  in  his  Regiment,  and  that  Peter 
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Jay,  Thomas  Alsop,  and  James  Graham  are  suitable  persons 
to  fill  the  said  Vacancies,  the  Commander  in  Chief  therefore, 
at  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge,  hereby  brevets  and  assigns 
the  said  Peter  Jay,  Thomas  Alsop  and  James  Graham  as  En- 
signs in  the  Regiment  of  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge,  until  provision  be 
made  in  the  Premises  by  the  Council  of  Appointment,  and  directs 
that  they  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  New  York,  June  12th,  1810. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  Jonas  Mapes,  that 
there  are  Vacancies  for  four  Ensigns  in  his  Regiment,  and  that 
Samuel  S.  Dunscomb,  Icliabod  Burnet,  John  Ogden  Dey,  and 
Abraham  Van  Nostrand  are  suitable  persons  to  fill  said  Vacan- 
cies; and  it  having  likewise  been  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge 
that  there  are  vacancies  for  two  Ensigns  in  his  Regiment,  and 
that  Samuel  Darling  and  William  Moores  are  suitable  persons 
to  fill  the  last  mentioned  Vacancies; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  at  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Mapes  and  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge  respectively,  hereby  brevets  and  as- 
signs the  said  Samuel  S.  Dunscomb,  Ichabod  Burnet,  John  Ogden 
Dey  and  Abraham  Van  Nostrand  as  Ensigns  in  the  Regiment  of 
the  said  Lieut.  Col.  Mapes.  and  the  said  Samuel  Darling  and  Wil- 
liam Moores  as  Ensigns  in  the  Regiment  of  Lieut.  Col.  Dodge, 
until  provision  be  made  in  the  premises  by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-camp. 
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*^'  °' '  Headquarters,  New  York.  June  12,  ISIO. 

It  having  been  represented  bj  Lt.  Col.  Saltus  tliat  there  is  a 
Vacancy  for  Surgeon  in  the  Ee,d™ent  under  bis  command  and 
tbat  Stephen  D.  Beekman  i.s  a  suitable  per.son  to  till  said  va,.a„cr 
the  Commander  in  Chief  therefor,  at  the  request  of  Lt.  Col.  Saltus 
hereby  brevets  and  assigns  the  said  Stephen  D.  Beekman  as  Sur- 
geon m  said  Eegiment.  until  provision  be  made  in  the  premises  bv 
the  Council  of  Appointment. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macon,  b,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


G.  O. 


Headquarters,  New  York,  June  12, 1810. 
It  having  been  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  ^^•ard  that  there  are 
Vacancies  for  three  Ensigns  in  his  Regiment,  and  that  Shivers 
Pnrker,  ^Vi,liam  A.  Russel.  and  <Jeorge  B.  Thorp  are  suitable  per- 
sons to  till  the  Vacancies,  the  Con.mauder  in  Chief  therefore  at 
the  request  of  Lt.  Col.  ^Yard,  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  the  said 
Shivers  Parker.  N^i.liam  A.  Russel  and  George  B.  Thorp  as  En- 
signs  n,  said  Eegin„.„t.  until  provision  be  made  by  the  Couu.-il  of 
Appointment,  and  directs  that  they  be  respected  accordinglv  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  JIacomb. 
.  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  D.  C.  to  the  Com.  in  Chief.    ■ 

G-  O.:  Headquarters.  City  of  New  York.  June  22nd  ISIO 

Lieut.  Col.  John  ^y.  .Mulligan  having  represented  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  that  there  are  three  Yacancies  for  Ensigns  in  hi, 
Kegiu.cut.and  that  Ephraim  Mar.iu,  Adam  I..  Mount,  and  John  8 
Rob.nson  are  pr„,,er  persons  to  till  those  vacancies.  His  E..cel. 
'""'■•■  '"'  '"■'■"  l''"''^"'-  ■■"  ■■«"l"-t  of  the  said  Lieut.  Colonel 
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Mulligan  to  assign  and  brevet  the  said  Adam  D.  Mount,  Epbraim 
Martin,  and  Jobn  S.  Robinson  as  Ensigns  in  said  Regiment, 

And  his  Excellency  directs  that  the  persons  hereby  brevetted 
and  assigned  as  Ensigns,  be  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  prem- 
ises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  July  2nd,  ISIO. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Brigadier  General  Morton,  to  assign  and 
brevet  John  L.  Morton  as  second  Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Curten- 
ius's  Regiment. 

And  his  Excellency  directs  that  the  said  John  L.  Morton  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  July  10th,  ISIO. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Lieut.  Col.  Mulligan,  to  assign  and  brevet  Benjamin  Under- 
bill Coles  of  the  City  of  New  York  as  an  Ensign  in  the  Regiment 
of  the  said  Lieut.  Col.  Mulligan. 

And  His  Excellency  directs  that  the  said  Benjamin  Underbill 
Coles,  be  respt'^cted  and  obeyed  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  ord^r  of  the  Comnuuidcr  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
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lieadquavt^irsi,  Sew  York.  Julv  13th,  1810 
The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased,  on  the  reoommenda. 


t.on  of  Major  Gera.-d  De  Pov.te.-.  of  the  m.t  Kegiment  of  the 
t".t  Brigade  of  New  York  Militia,  to  assign  and  brevet  Geor-e 
Gallagher,  Lemuel  H.  Osgood.  CI>arles  Keeler.  Charles  G.  Jone^s 
and  Edward  Sutrern.  of  the  City  of  New  York,  as  Ensigns  and 
Doetor  Jan>es  K.  Manlev.  of  the  san.e  City,  as  Snrgeon's  Mate,  in 
the  Keginient  above  mentioned. 

And  His  E.xeellency  directs  that  the  persons  so  as  aforesaid 
assigned  and  Brevetted  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in 
the  premises. 

Bv  order  <^f  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


ANOTHER   DISPUTE    RELATIVE    TO    RANK. 

^'  ^' ''  Head.inarters,  Xew  York,  June  12th.  ISIO. 

It  havin.^  be^en  represented  that  a  dispnte  has  arisen,  and  is  vet 
umletermined,  as  to  the  rank  of  Capt.  John  Lemaire  and  Captain 
Thomas  C.  Butler,  both  of  the  Orst  Regiment  of  the  first  Brigade 
of  New  York  A rtillery ; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  therefore  pleased  to  constitute  and 
appoint  Lieutenant  Col.  Saltns  of  the  Artillerv,  Lt.  Col.  William 
I'anM,ng  Junior  of  the  Infantry,  and  Major  Jan,es  Warner  of 
the  Cavalry,  a  Board  of  onicrs  to  settle  the  said  rank;  and  the 
Conm,a„der  in  Chief  directs  that  ,l,e  said  board  forwi.h  report  the 
result  of  lln-ir  proceedings  at  I  lead,,narters, 
I!y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Hobert  Macomb.  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-deCamp. 
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ALTERING  A  CAVALRY  UNIFORM. 

Headquarters,  New  York,  July  lOtb,  1810. 
An  application  having  been  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
to  authorize  an  alteration  in  the  Cavalry  Uniform,  so  far  as 
respects  a  Troop  whose  Officers  were  Commissioned  last  Winter 
in  the  Northern  part  of  Westchester  County,  and  whereof  Cor- 
nelius Brown  was  appointed  Captain;  and  it  appearing  that  the 
uuifoTm  hereinafter  mentioned  will  correspond  better  with  the 
uniform  of  the  Westchester  Squadron  than  that  prescribed  by 

Law ; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  pursuant  to  the  authority 
vested  in  him  by  the  ISth  section  of  the  Militia  Law,  authorizes 
the  said  Troop  of  Cavalry  to  uniform  and  equip  themselves  with 
blue  coats,  buff  facing,  lining,  cuffs  and  collars,  and  buff  coloured 
underclothes. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and 
Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


G.O 


FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  July  24th,  ISIO. 
The  officers  of  the  first  S(iuadion  of  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Cavalry  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  D. 
Wickham,  having  presented  a  petition  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  stating  the  inconveniences  arising  to  the  said  Squadron 
from  the  great  extent  of  the  Rf^giment  to  which  it  is 
attached,  from  tlie  distance  of  said  S.iuadron  from  the  residence 
of  the  Commandant  of  the  Regiuient,  and  particularly  from  the 
circumstance  of  said  s(iuadron  being  sei>arated  from  the  other 
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Sqiiadr-ons  of  the  Regiment  by  the  Hudson  River,  and,  therefore, 
praying  that  the  said  squadron  may  be  made  and  constituted  a 
distinct  and  separate  Regiment; 

His  Excellency  having  taken  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
said  petition,  is  pleased  to  make  and  constitute  the  said  squadron 
a  distinct  and  separate  Regiment,  to  be  divided  into  two  Squad- 
rons; the  first  to  be  composed  of  the  troops  now  commanded  by 
Captain  Pitcher,  Captain  Livingston  and  Captain  Bryan;  the  sec- 
ond to  be  composed  of  the  tioops  now  commanded  by  Captain 
Ferris,  Capt.  Lownsberry  and  Capt.  Haxton. 

And  His  Excellency  directs  that  Major  Sayres,  now  command- 
ing the  Squadron,  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  Regiment,  do 
take  command  of  said  Regiment  as  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant,  until 
further  orders,  and  that  he  forthwith  issue  Regimental  orders, 
assigning  the  two  oldest  captains  to  the  command  of  the  two 
squadrons,  into  which  the  said  Regiment  is  divided  as  Majors. 

And  His  Excellency  is  further  pleased  to  assign  and  Brevet 
Walter  Evertsen  as  Adjutant,  George  TotTy  as  Quartermaster  and 
Abraham  Bockee  as  Paymaster  of  the  said  Regiment. 
.  By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief : 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


GREENBDSH  FLOURISHING   WITH  A  BATTERY  OF  ARTILLERY. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  July  2ith,  ISIO. 

A  petition  having  been  presented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
signed  by  Rinier  Vim  Alstyne,  Peter  Van  Alstyne,  and  suudry 
other  persons  of  Greenbush  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  praying 
that  thi'y  may  be  organized  into  a  Company  of  Artillery: 

His  Excellency,  having  raken  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
the  said  petition,  h.is  been  pleased  to  make  and  constitute  the  said 
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Persons  a  compauy  of  Artillery  in  the  second  Regiment  of  the 
second  Brigade,  which  said  Regiment  is  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Stephen  Thorne. 

And  his  Excellency  is  further  pleased  to  assign  and  Brevet 
Martin  Van  Alstyne  as  Captain,  Nathaniel  Payne  as  first  Lieuten- 
ant, and  Rinier  Van  Alstyne  as  second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Company. 

And  his  Excellency  directs  that  the  persons  hereby  breretted 
and  assigned  as  aforesaid,  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known 
in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


ANOTHER  RIFLE  COMPANY  FOR  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

G.  O.:  Pleadquarters,  New  York,  Aug'st  S,  ISIO. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
Capt.  Gilbert  Seaman,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  and  others  have 
associated  together  and  equipped  themselves  as  a  Rifle  Company 
to  be  attached  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Xew 
York  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Ward; 

His  Excellency  has  thought  proper  to  sanction  and  organize  the 
said  company  as  a  Rifle  Company,  to  be  attached  to  Col.  Ward's 
Regiment  until  further  orders:  and  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Apy>ointment  be  known  in  the  premises,  assigns  Gil- 
bert Seaman  as  Captain.  John  Sproull  as  Lieutenant  and  William 
Dui.h  as  Ensign  of  said  Company,  who  are  to  be  obeyed  and 
resp(H'ted  ac<'ordingly. 
The  uniform  of  said  company  will  be  Green  Rifle  frocks,  and 
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pantaloons,  hat  turned  up  on  one  side  with  loops  and  buttons 
and  short  green  feather. 

By  order  of  tlie  Commander  in  Chief: 


RESIGNATIONS,  PROMOTIONS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  10th  Aug'st,  1810. 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  John  Boscowan,  second 
Lieutenant  of  Capt.  Bogart's  company  of  Horse  Artillery  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  at  the  request  of 
Captain  Bogart,  has  thought  proper  to  direct  that  John  Grafft 
act  as  second  Lieutenant  and  George  Merserue  as  Cornet  of  said 
Company,  and  that  they  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises 
be  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  Aug'st  11th,  ISIO. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Col.  Ward,  to  assign  and  brevet  John  N.  Lloyd  and  Gilbert 
Burling  as  Ensigns  in  the  said  Regiment  of  said  Col.  \Tard. 

And  His  Excellency  directs  that  the  said  John  N.  Lloyd  and 
Gilbert  Burling  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the 
premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  ]\raronib,  Lt.  Cul.  and  Aid-de-Carap. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Plattsburg.  i;nid  August,  ISIO. 

Brigadier-General  Benjamin  Moores  (Mooer.s)  of  Clinton 
County,  is  assigned  to  the  Station  of  Quartermaster  General  of 
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the  Militia  of  this  Str^t^  of  New  York,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and 
respected  therein,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment in  the  premises  be  made  known.  The  performance  of  the 
duties  of  Quartermaster  General  is  not  to  prejudice  his  present 
rank  in  the  line.  During  the  time  which  Brigadier  General 
Moores  shall  officiate  as  Quartermaster  General,  the  command  of 
The  Brigade  now  under  his  command,  will  devolve  on  the  Senior 
Lieutenant  Colonel  thereof,  who  will  forthwith  assume  the  com- 
mand of  said  Brigade. 

T  he  Quartermaster  General  having  signified  his  pleasure  that 
(Jliarles  Baldwin,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Esquire,  should  be 
appointed  aid  in  that  department,  the  said  Charles  Baldwin  is 
hereby  announced  as  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Quartermaster  Genera), 
and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Mr.  Dean  Edson  of  Essex  County,  is  assigned  and  will  Act  as 
Adjutant  of  Lt.  Col.  Daniel  Wright's  Regiment  of  Militia  in  said 
County  and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed  as  such,  until  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  signified. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


TWO    ADDITIONAL    ARTILLERY    COMrAMES. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  September  loth,  1810. 

A  Petition  having  been  presented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
signed  by  Robert  Moores  and  others  of  Greenwich,  in  Washing- 
ton County,  praying  that  they  may  be  organized  as  a  Company 
of  Artillery; 

His  Excellency,  having  taken  the  said  Petition  into  considera- 
tion, has  been  pleased  to  make  and  constitute  the  said  persons  a 
company  of  artillery  in  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Thome's  Regiment. 

And  His  Excellency  has  been  further  pleased  to  assign  and 
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brevet  Robert  Moores  as  Captain,  Moses  Cowan  as  first  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Israel  \\'illiams  as  second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
company,  >yliich  persons  so  assigned  and  brevetted  are  to  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

^-  ^-  '•  Headquarters,  New  York,  September  loth,  ISIO. 

A  Petition  having  been  presented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
signed  by  Daniel  St.  John  and  others  of  Nassau,  in  the  County 
of  Rensselaer,  praying  that  they  may  be  organized  as  a  Company 
of  Artillery;  j 

His  Excellency  having  taken  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
eaid  Petition,  has  been  pleased  to  make  and  constitute  the  said 
persons  a  company  of  Artillery  in  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Thome's 
Regiment. 

And  his  Excellency  has  been  further  pleased  to  assign  and 
brevet  Daniel  St.  John  as  Cajttain,  Joseph  Benedict  as  first 
Lieutenant  and  Nathaniel  Dnrry  as  second  Lieutenant  of  the 
said  company,  which  |>ersons  so  assigned  and  brevetted  are  to 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


rUE   NEW  YOUK  TROOPS  OUOKRi:!)  TO  PARADE  ON  PETER  STUYVESANt'S 
BOWERY, 

G.  O.:        lTfad<inart.^rs,  City  of  New  York,  October  15th,  1810. 

nig  Exor'Ilency  tlic  Cnmniandcr  in  Chief,  deeming  it  proper 
that  the  Militia  of  the  City  .-ind  County  of  New  York    should 
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parade  during  the  present  year  for  annual  review  and  inspec- 
tion by  Brigades,  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  order  that  both 
the  Brigades  of  Militia  in  the  City  and  County  (except  Lieut.  Col. 
Perine's  Eegiment)  parade  for  that  purpose,  completely  equipped, 
on  Tuesday  23rd  instant,  on  the  laud  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Peter  Stuyresant  Esq'r.  occupied  by  Mr.  Abraham 
Boyce. 

Brigadier  General  Steddiford  will  act  as  commandant  of  the 
Day,  and  will  cause  the  line  to  be  formed  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  send  Notice  thereof  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
at  Headquarters. 

The  Xew  York  Squadron  of  Cavalry  will  parade  at  the  same 
time  and  place. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

<x.  O. :  Headquarters.  New  York,  Octob.  22nd,  1810. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased,  on  the  recommendation 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Curtenius,  hereby  to  assign  and  brevet  John  Y. 
B.  Yarick  as  Captain,  and  John  Gray  and  .John  McLeod  as  Lieu- 
tenants in  the  first  Regiment  of  New  York  Artillery. 

And  His  Excellency  directs  that  the  persons  so  as  aforesaid 
assigned  and  brevetted  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known 
in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
18 
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G  O.:                               Headquarters,  New  York,  Oct.  22,  1810. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  assign  and  brevet 


March  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  second  Regiment  of  New 
York  Artillery,  and  Timothy  Miller  and  Charles  Town  as  sec- 
ond Lieutenants  of  the  first  Regiment  of  New  York  Artillery. 

And  His  Excellency  directs  that  the  persons  so  as  aforesaid 
assigned  and  Brevetted  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  un- 
til the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  Id' 
the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


THE  GOVERNOR  IN  GENERAL  ORDERS  PRAISES  THE  NEW  YORK  TROOPS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  Nov'r  5th,  ISIO. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  finished  the  Brigade  reviews 
of  the  Militia  in  New  York  feels  great  pleasure  in  announcing 
his  satisfaction  with  their  conduct  and  appearance.  The  evi- 
dent improvement  of  the  Infantry  commanded  by  Generals  Sted- 
diford  and  Van  Zandt,  since  he  last  had  the  honor  of  reviewing 
them,  is  honorable  both  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers.  Major  Mc- 
Clure's  Battalion  of  Rififlemen,  Major  Warner's  Squadron  of  Cav- 
alry and  the  Independent  Light  Infantry  and  Rifle  Companies, 
particularly  distinguished  themselves  in  appearance,  equipments 
and  discipline. 

His  Excellency  notices  nlso,  with  marked  approbation,  the 
three  Regiments  of  Artillery  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col's  Cur- 
tenius.  Loorais  and  Saltus;  and  likewise  Captain  Bogart's  Com- 
pany of  Horse  Artillery,  which  were  paraded  under  the  command 
of  General  Morton  on  the  first  instant.  The  uniformity  and  ele- 
gance of  their  equipments,  their  attention  and  subordination, 
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and  the  promptitude  and  accuracy  with  which  they  performed 
the  evolutions  and  exercises  of  the  day,  reflected  honor  on  them- 
selves and  their  country. 

The  Alacrity  and  zeal  with  which  the  Goreral  orJeis  to  parade 
for  Brigade  review  have  been  obeyed,  merit  the  greatest  com- 
mendation and  are  particularly  gratifying  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief.  ' 

"By  order  of  His  Excellency: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


ST.  LAWREXCB  COUNTY  S  TWO   REGIMENTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  Albany,  4th  March,  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  the  Militia  in  the  County 
of  St.  Lawrence  be  divided  into  two  Regiments,  vizt:  the  inhabit- 
ants of  all  that  part  of  the  said  County  lying  Westerly  of  a  line 
beginning  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River  where  the  westerly  bounds 
of  the  Town  of  :Madrid  begin,  and  running  t'lence  southerly  along 
the  westerly  bounds  of  Madrid  and  Potsdam,  to  the  Soulhwest- 
erly  corner  of  Potsdam,  thence  easterly  along  the  southerly  line 
of  Potsdam  to  the  division  line  of  great  tracts  No.  2  and  3  of 
Macomb's  purchase,  thence  Southerly  along  the  said  division 
line  to  the  south  bounds  of  the  said  County,  shall  form  one 
Regiment;  and  that  the  inhalitants  of  the  said  County  rcsiJing 
to  the  Eastward  of  the  said  bounds  shall  compose  another  Regi- 
ment, and  that  the  said  two  Regiments  together  with  Col.  Jacob 
P.rown's  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Jefferson  shall 
form  one  Brigade,  and  that  the  residue  of  General  Martin's 
Brigade  shall  remain  a  separate  Brigade  under  his  command. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutav.t  General. 
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ROCKLAND  COUNTi'  FAVORED  WITH  A  BRIGADE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  Albany,  loth  March,  ISU. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  the  Militia  of  Kockland 
County  be,  and  they  are  hereby  divided  into  two  Regiments,  and 
are  detached  lr.>m  liri-adicr  (Jeneral  Reulnn  Hopkins'  Brigade 
and  are  formed  into  a  separate  Brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Peter  S.  Van  Orden,  who  will  immediately 
organize  the  said  Reglmems  and  Brigade,  and  make  a  return 
of  promotions  and  appointments  in  the  same  to  the  Adjutant 
General. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 


A   NEW   CAVALRY   SQUADRON   FOR   THE   NORTHERN   COUNTIES. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  City  of  Albany,  6th  April,  1811. 

Upon    the  recouiruendntion  of  General  Henry  McNiell,    late 
Commandant  of  the  seveuth  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  an  additional 
Squadron  is  hereby  organized,  consisting  of  the  Troops  in  the 
Counties  of  Jellersun,  Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence,  to  be  called  the 
third  S.iuadron   of  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  and  in- 
stead of  the  divij,ions  of  .Squadrons  in  the  other  parts  of  the  said 
Regiment  heretofore  established,  the  Troops  in  the  County  of 
Otsego  alone  shall  compose  the  first  Squadron,  and  those  of  the 
Counties    of  Oneida  and   Il.-rkimer  shall  compose  the    second 
Squadron.     Tjie  Commandant  of  the  said  Brigade  is  required  to 
communicate  a  copy  of  this  „rd.H-  to  the  Lieut.  Coi.  of  the  said 
R.-giment  without  d.Iay.  .r.d   iIh-  .said   Lieut.  Col.   is  required 
forthwith  ro  announce  the  same  in  Regimental  orders. 
By  ord»r  of  tlie  ( 'onunainier  in  Chi^f : 
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a  battalion  of  riflemen  for  rensselaer  county. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  Albany,  6th  April,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  heard  with  much  satisfaction 
of  the  enterprising  spirit  and  military  ambition  whith  prevails 
amongst  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Companies  of  Riflemen 
in  the  County  of  Rensselaer;  and  it  having  been  represented  to 
him  that  there  are  already  three  companies  in  the  brigade  of 
Militia  in  said  County,  each  of  which  contains  more  than  thirty 
Men  uniformed  and  equipped  according  to  Law.  he  does  hereby, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  23rd  Sect,  of  the 
Militia  Law  of  this  State,  direct  that  the  ritle  companies  in  the 
said  Brigade  be  henceforth  organized  into  a  Battalion  of  Rifle- 
men to  be  commanded  by  Major  William  S.  Parker  of  Troy. 

The  following  promotions  and  appointments  have  been  made 
for  the  said  Battalion: 

William  S.  Parker,  1st  ]\Lijor,  Sidney  Dole,  Ensign 

Comm't  Abraham  A.  Lansing,  Juu'r 
Henry  Coon,  Second  Major  Ensign 

Stephen  Warren  Captain  Joel  Bristol,  Captain 

David  Bell,  Do  William  Carmichael,  Lieutenant 

Jedediah  Tracy,  Lieutenant  Ste})hen  Trip,  Ensign 
James  Deforest,  Lieutenant 

The  Battalion  hereby  organized  will  parade  twice  in  each  year 
by  Battalions,  and  four  times  by  companies,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  the  Major  Commandant,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  shall  a]>point.  One  copy  of  the  annual  in- 
sjuH^tion  return  of  the  said  Corps  will  be  fui-nished  by  the  Com- 
luaudant  thereof,  before  the  lirst  day  of  Se]>tember  in  each  year, 
to  the  Brigade  Major  of  Infantry  in  the  said  County  of  Rensse- 
laer, and  one  other  copy  of  said  return  to  the  Adjutant  General 


f  f-  -I 


278  Annual  Report  of  the 

by  the  same  day;  aud  the  said  Commandaut  will  hereafter,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  year,  forward  to  the  Briga 
dier  General  of  the  Infantry  Brigade  of  Rensselaer  County,  a  re- 
turn of  vacancies  and  casualties  in  the  said  Rifle  Battalion,  aud 
of  the  persons  entitled  by  rank  to  promotion  in  consequence  of 
such  vacancies,  which  said  return  the  said  Brigadier  General  is 
hereby  directed  to  transmit  with  his  annual  return  to  the  Adju- 
tant General. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Lieut.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


AN  ARTILLERY  REGIMENT  CHANGED  TO  TWO  REGIMENTS. 

Headquarters,  Albany,  April  0th,  ISll. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  it 
would  accommodate  the  otTicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Regiment  of 
Artillery  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  R.  Teller,  to  have  the 
same  divided  into  two  Regiments,  he  does  hereby  direct  that  the 
Artillery  companies  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Greene,  and  Dela- 
ware be  organized  into  a  separate  Regiment,  to  be  called  the  third 
Regiment  of  the  third  Brigade,  whereof  Abel  Watkins  will  be  the 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Samuel  Hamilton  and  William  Dickson 
the  Majors;  the  former  of  the  first  aud  the  latter  of  the  second 
Battalion. 

That  the  first  Battalion  of  the  said  Regiment  shall  consist  of 
the  Artillery  companies  in  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Delaware, 
and  the  second  Battalion  shall  consist  of  the  Artillery  com])anies 
in  the  County  of  Albany. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  K.  Teller  is  authorized  and  required  to  divide, 
in  the  most  eligible  manner,  the  residue  of  his  Regiment  into  two 
Battalions,  and  to  re|)ort  the  same  forthwith  to  the  Commander  in 
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■Chief,  iind  to  the  Brigadier  Genl.  of  the  third  Brigade,  that  the 
siiid  Battalions  may  be  contirmed  in  general  and  Brigade  orders. 
Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


ACTIVITY  AMONG  SCHENECTADY  AND  ALBANY 
TROOPS. 

DEVELOPING      A      BATTALION     INTO     A     REGIMENT     IN      SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY,   AND   A   BATTALION   OF   RIFLEMEN   IN   ALBANY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  9th  April.  ISll. 

riirsiiant  to  the  due  recommendation  of  Genl.  Jacob  Swits,  that 
part  of  Major  John  V.  A.  Lansing's  Battalion,  which  is  within  the 
County  of  Schenectady  is  hereby  annexed  to  the  Regiment  in 
■Schenectady  heretofore  commanded  by  the  said  Jacob  Swits. 
The  residue  of  Major  Lansing's  Battalion  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
■organized  into  a  Regiment  to  be  commanded  by  the  said  John  V. 
A.  Lansing  as  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant  thereof.  General 
Swits  is  required  to  give  immediate  Notice  of  this  General  order 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  promptly  carried  into  effect. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


•G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  17th  April.  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  much  giatitied  with  the  spirit  of 

•enterprise  and  patriotism  which  the  members  of  the  Albany 
Rifle  Companies  have  displayed  since  their  organization,  and  with 
a  desire  to  cherish  that  laudable  military  zeal  which  they  have 
manifested,  he  has  thought  it  proper  to  organize  and  hereby  does 
organize  a  battalion  of  liillemen  in  tlie  Brigade  of  Infantry  in 
the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  whereof  Jacob  Swits 
Esquire  is  Brigadier  General.     Ca[)t.  Samuel  M.  Lockwood  is  as- 
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signed  as  tirst  Major  and  Commandant  of  the  said  Battalion, 
Capt.  Darby  Xoon  will  act  as  second  ^lajor  thereof,  and  John  Van 
Vechten  as  Adjutant.  Samuel  North  as  Quartermaster  and 
Stephen  Lush,  Jun'r.  as  Paymaster,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  made  known. 

Major  Lock  wood  is  directed  to  furnish  the  Adj.  General  by  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May  next  with  a  return  of  the  promotions  and 
appointments  which  will  become  necessary  in  said  Battalion  in 
consequence  of  the  arrangements  hereby  established.  The  com- 
panies composing  the  said  Battalion  will  parade  four  times  by 
companies  and  three  times  by  Battalion  in  each  year  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  Commandant  thereof  shall  appoint,  unless  the 
Commander  in  Chief  shall  think  proper  to  direct  the  times  and 
places  of  the  said  Battalion  parades  from  time  to  time  by  General 
Orders.  One  of  the  Battalion  parades  will  be  for  annual  Review 
at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  parade  of  the  Albany  Regiment 
for  annual  Review  and  Inspection,  and  the  rifle  corps  will  at  that 
parade  be  under  the  command  and  subject  to  the  Orders  of  the 
Brigadier  General  of  Infantry, 

The  Commandant  of  the  battalion  now  organized  is  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  Brigadier  General  of  Infantry  previously  to  the 
first  day  of  Januai-y  in  each  year  a  return  of  the  casualties  and 
vacancies  in  the  said  Battalion  and  of  the  persons  entitled  by  rank 
to  be  promoted  in  consetiuence  of  the  vacancies,  and  also  of  the 
Names  of  persons  recommended  to  till  vacancies  to  which  no  par- 
ticular person  has  by  rank  a  legal  claim. 

A  medal  has  been  provided  and  will  be  presented  to  the  Battal- 
ion to  lie  awarded  and  given  to  ilial  nou-coraniissioued  ollicer  or 
private  of  the  battalion  who.  after  four  trials  of  skill  in  firing 
with  a  Rille  at  a  Target  shall  l>e  adjudged  by  the  commissioned 
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officers  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  be  the  best  marksman.  The 
trials  will  take  place  at  two  of  the  Battalion  parades  in  each  year 
vLtreof  the  Commandant  will  give  notice  in  Battalion  orders  at 
least  six  days  before  the  respective  days  of  trial. 

Ibe  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  making  the  best  shot 
at  each  trial  until  the  fourth,  will  be  entitled  to  retain  the  Medal 
until  the  next  trial  thereafter. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Daniel  Rodman,  Aid-de-Camp. 


CHANGES. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  16th  April,  1811. 

Philip  Streit,  second  Lieutenant  of  a  company  of  Cavalry  in 
the  County  of  Albany,  commanded  by  Captain  Chauncey  Humph- 
ries, having  resigned  his  commission,  the  Commander  in  Chief  has 
accepted  the  same,  and,  upon  the  request  of  Capt.  Humphries  and 
the  other  commissioned  officers  of  the  said  Company,  has  as- 
signed and  brevetted  Simon  Bellamy,  of  Bethlehem,  in  the  said 
County  of  Albany  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  said  company. 
He  is  therefore  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  made 
known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Daniel  Rodman.  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  April  22nd,  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  convinced  that  the  fourth  division 
of  Infantry  of  this  State  is  too  extensive  to  enable  the  subor- 
dinate office^rs  thereof  to  communicate  with  facility  or  conven- 
ience with  the  Division  Officers  or  with  each  other; 


282  Annual  Kei-ort  ok  the 

He  has,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  direct  that  the  fourth 
division  be  henceforth  composed  of  the  militia  in  the  counties  of 
Montgomery',  Saratoga  and  Schoharie,  which  will  continue  to 
be  commanded  by  Major  General  Veeder.  The  residue  of  what 
has  heretofore  composed  the  fourth  Division,  namely,  the  militia 
of  Albany,  Schenectady,  Greene  and  Delaware  Counties  is  formed 
into  a  separate  division  to  be  called  the  Eighth  Division,  and 
is  to  be  coiuuianih'd  by  General  Paul  Todd,  who  will  henceforth 
be  obeyed  and  respected  as  Commandant  thereof,  accordingly. 

The  Regiment  in  Schenectady,  lately  commanded  by  Jacob 
Swits,  Esq'r,  and  the  Regiments  and  Battalions  lately  composing 
General  Todd's  Brigade  (except  the  Regiment  composed  of  the 
Militia  in  the  Towns  of  Bethlehem  and  Guilderland)  are  formed 
into  a  Brigade  to  be  commanded  by  General  Jacob  Swits,  who 
is  requested  to  make  return  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  of 
the  promotions  and  appoiniinents  in  the  said  Brigade,  which 
will  become  necessary  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement. 

The  Militia  in  the  Towns  of  Bethlehem  and  Guilderland  and 
the  residue  of  Genl.  Swits'  late  Brigade  will  henceforth  form 
a  new  Brigade,  to  be  eomnumded  by  Matthew  Trotter,  Esquire,, 
upon  whose  recommendation  Robert  Elliott  is  hereby  assigned 
as  Brigade  Major  and  Insjii-ctor  thereof. 

General  Trotter  is  n'quind  to  forward  to  the  Adj.  General, 
before  the  first  day  of  Juiu-  next,  a  return  of  the  promotions  and 
appointments  in  the  Brigade  to  be  commanded  by  him,  and  in 
the  Regiment  wh.-reof  ho  was  lately  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant, 
which  this  gen.'i-al  order  will  r-'quiro. 

Major  Geii'  !;il  V.-fd-r  is  ifqu.-st.-d  to  cause  this  to  be  forth- 
with to  be  mad.'  known  to  fli.'  .several  P.rigadier  Generals  within 
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the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Saratoga  and  Schoharie;  and  Gen- 
eral Todd  will  in  like  manner  cause  the  same  to  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  Generals  of  Brigade  in  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany, Schenectady,  Greene  and  Delaware. 

The  seyeral  oflScers  hereby  assigned  are  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected in  the  seyeral  stations  to  which  thy  are  assigned,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  shall 
be  announced. 

Samuel  S.  Lush  is  assigned  to  Act  as  Adjutant  (in  the  stead 
of  Mr.  Elliott)  in  the  Eegiment  lately  commanded  by  Col.  Trotter,, 
until  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Appointment. 

General  Trotter  will  also  report  forthwith  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  such  alterations  in  the  organization  of  the  Rifle  Battal- 
ion heretofore  established  in  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General 
Swits  as  the  arrangements  hereby  established  may  require,  to  the 
end  that  such  alterations  may  be  approyed  and  announced  in 
General  orders. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albanj-,  June  10th,  1811. 

The  limits  of  the  Brigade  comprehending  the  City  of  Albany, 
having  been  changed  since  the  organization  of  Major  Lock- 
wood's  Battalion  of  Riflemen,  the  Commander  in  Chief  deems- 
it  proper  to  annex  the  Rifle  companies  in  the  Towns  of  Bethle- 
hem and  Guilderland  to  the  said  Battalion.  It  is  enjoined  upon 
Major  Lockwood,  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  said  com- 
panies, equally  with  that  of  Hie  companies  heretofore  composing 
the  battalion,  in  fixing  the  times  and  places  of  Battalion  Pa- 
rades. 

General  Trotter  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  causing  this  order 
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to  be  forthwith  made  known  to  all  the  officers  whose  command 

t 
may  be  affected  by  it.  | 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb.  Aid-de-Carap. 


A  NEW  BRIGADE  OF  CAVALRY  ORGANIZED. 

CO.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  10th  June,  ISll. 

With  a  view  to  proportion  the  General  and  Field  officers  of  Cav- 
alry more  nearly  to  the  number  of  Cavalry,  and  to  contract  the  ex- 
tensive limits  of  the  present  Brigades,  each  of  which  extends 
over  Four  hundred  Miles,  and  to  promote  the  convenience  as 
well  as  the  prosperity  of  that  branch  of  the  Militia  generally; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  thought  pro])er  to  organize  a 
third  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  to  consist  of  the  Troops  in  the  Counties 
of  Columbia.  Greene,  Albany.  Rensselaer,  Schenectady,  Scho- 
harie, Montgomery,  Saratoga,  Washington,  Essex,  Clinton  and 
Franklin,  to  be  commanded  by  John  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquire. 
The  Regiments  of  Lieut.  Col.  Tiffany  and  Lieut.  Col.  Fitzgerald 
•will  retain  their  present  limits  and  division;  the  first  of  which 
Regiments  will  be  denoted  the  first  Regiment  of  the  third  Bri- 
gade, and  the  other  the  third  Regiment  of  the  said  Brigade. 

The  First  Squndron  of  Col.  Westerlo's  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Major  Van  Voorst,  and  the  Squadron  in  Rensselaer  County. 
commanded  by  Majitr  Knickabacker.  will  form  the  second  Regi- 
ment of  the  said  Brigade;  the  first  Squadron  of  which  Regiment 
will  be  thf  First  Squadron  of  Col.  Westerlo's  Regiment,  and 
^lajor  Knickabackrr's  Stjuadrou  w  ill  compose  the  second  Squad- 
ron of  the  said  ]i<'gim<'ut.  Tlir  S^M'ond  Squadron  of  Col.  West- 
erlo's Regimt-nr.  coiinuarKbd  by  ^tajor  Apollos  ]\Ioore  and  Major 
Livingsfon's   Squadron   in   Cnbnnbia,   will   compose  the  Fourth 
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Ke{;iment  of  the  Brigade  hereby  formed,  which  fourth  Regiment 
will  be  commanded  by  the  senior  cavalry  otticer  within  its  limits. 
Major  Moore's  Squadron  will  be  the  first,  and  Major  Livingston's 
Squadron  the  Second  Squadron  of  the  said  fourth  Regiment. 

The  Major  General  of  Cavalry  is  desired  to  announce  the  ar- 
rangement established  by  this  order,  to  the  several  General  offi- 
cers under  his  command,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  The  Commandant  of  the  Brigade  hereby  formed  will 
transmit  to  the  Adjutant  General  by  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  a  return  of  the  vacancies  and  promotions  in  the  said  Bri- 
gade. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief:       ■ '     '   ^   "    - 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


GEORGE  B.  RAPELYE  BREVETTED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  27th  June,  1811. 

At  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Fleet  of  the  Second  Regt.  of  First 
Brigade  of  Artillery,  George  B.  Rapelye  is  hereby  brevetted  as 
second  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regiment,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council  of  Appointment  be  knowu. 
Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


MORE   ARTILLERY   COMPANIES   FORMED. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  2Tth  June,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  deeming  it  proper  to  comply  with  an 
application  for  the  formation  of  an  Artillery  Company  at  Brook- 
haven  in  Suffolk  County,  does  hereby  organize  a  company  at  that 
place,  and  assigns  John  S.  Mount  as  Captain,  Henry  H.  Howell 
as   first   Lieutenant    and    Samuel    Davis    as   second   Lieutenant 
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thereof  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
known. 

The  said  Company  is  hereby  annexed  to,  and  shall  wear  the 
like  uniform  as,  the  second  Battalion  of  Artillery,  commanded 
by  Major  Jermain  of  Col.  Sitcher's  Regiment. 
By  Older  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adj.  Genl. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  New  York,  27th  June,  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  at  the  request  of  Brigadier  General 
Solomon  Martin,  does  hereby  organize  in  his  Brigade  a  Rifle 
Company  and  assigns  Abel  Case  as  Captain,  Daniel  C.  Hayes  as 
Lieutenant,  and  Roswell  Wright  as  Ensign  thereof,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known. 

The  uniform  of  said  company  will  be  green  rifle  frocks  and 
pantaloons  with  yellow  fringe  and  buttons,  black  gaiters,  round 
black  hats  with  yellow  buttons,  black  loops,  and  short  Green 
feathers. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  .Tun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  2nd  July,  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  organize  a  Company  of 
Artillery  in  the  first  Battalion  of  the  fourth  Regiment  of  the 
first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  and  assigns  William  P.  Hunter  as 
Captain,  Edwin  Matthews  as  first  Lieutenant,  and  Aaron  T. 
Crane  as  second  Lieutenant  thereof,  until  the  jdeasure'of  th<' 
Council  of  Appointment  be  known. 

By  ord»?r  of  the  Commander  in  Chief- 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant-General. 
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4^,.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  3rd  July,  1811. 

The  Comuiander  in  Chief  hereby  Organizes  a  Company  of  Ar- 
tillery at  Hillsdale  in  the  County  of  Columbia,  and  annexes  it 
to  the  first  Battalion  of  the  fourth  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Thome  of  the  second  Brigade  of  Artillery. 

Horace  Jones  is  assigned  as  Captain,  Henry  Salisbury  Jun'r, 
US  first  Lieutenant,  and  John  S.  Harris  as  second  Lieutenant  of 
the  said  Company,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment be  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York.  3rd  July,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  assign  and  brevet 
Alexander  M.  Muir  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Muir's  com- 
pany in  the  Second  Regiment  of  .Vrtillery  in  the  City  of  New 
Y^ork. 

And  His  Excellency  orders  that  the  said  Alexander  M.  Muir 
so  as  aforesaid  assigned  and  brevetted.  be  resi)ected  and  obeyed 
accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment 
be  known  in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb.  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


ANOTHER  QUIRBLE  OVER  RANK. 

CO.:  "  Headquarters,  New  York,  Ith  July.  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  constitute  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Curtenius  and  Saltus  and  ^lajor  llarsin  of  the  tirst 
Brigade  of  Artillery,  a  board  of  ofticers  to  seltle  the  rank  of  Cap- 
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taius  (Daniel  D.)  Smith,  (Thomas  W.)  Gilbert,  (Robert)  De  Gru- 
she,  (James  D.j  Wallace  and  (John  P.)  Bissonett,  of  the  Second 
Regiment  of  the  said  Brigade. 

The  Board  is  directed  forthwith  to  assemble  and  report  thtir 
proceedings  to  the  Adjutant  (Jeueral. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


REARRANGING   ARTILLERY   ORGANIZATIONS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  9th  July,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  pursuance  of  the  report  mcde  to 
him  by  Lieut.  Col.  Teller  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  Artillery, 
directs  that  the  companies  thereof,  in  the  Counties  of  Schoharie, 
Montgomery,  Saratoga  and  Schenectady  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
divided  into  two  Battalions  in  the  manner    ull  )wing: 

The  First  Batt'n  shall  comprise  the  companies  in  Schoharie 
County,  and  those  in  Montgomery  County  commanded  by  Cap- 
tains Timmernian  and  Vender,  and  the  Company  formerly  under 
the  authority  of  Capt.  Izeinlord; 

The  Second  Batt'n  will  consist  of  the  companies  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Schenectady  and  Saratoga  and  the  company  in  Montgom- 
ery County  commanded  by  Capi.  De  Gratf. 

General  Stevens  will  cause  this  order  forthwith  to  be  carried 
into  effect 

By  order  of  the  Command. r  in  Chief: 

Win.  Paui.liii-,  Jun'r,  Adjuta-it  General. 
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GOV.  TOMrKINS  EXPRESSES  HIS  MTXD  OX  DISCIPLIXE. 

A  GENERAL  ORDER  THAT  CENSURES   DELINQUENT   OFl  ICERS   AND 
APPLIES  RULES  RELATIVE  TO   DISPUTED  RANK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  Xew  York,  !)th  July,  ISll. 

'Ilie  Cominander  iii  Chief,  having  noticed  with  much  regret 
the  very  general  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  command- 
ing ofiacers  of  divisions  and  brigades,  in  transmitting  to  him 
their  annual  returns,  feels  himself  called  upon  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty  to  signify  his  intention  of  hereafter  requiring,  and  he 
does  accordingly  require  from  them,  a  rigid  Compliance  with  the 
sixteenth  and  twenty-first  Sections  of  the  Militia  Law  of  1S09, 
and  the  sixty-seventh  section  of  the  same  law.  which  enacts, 
*•  That  all  officers  commanding  Regiments  and  Battalions  shall 
make  returns  in  due  form  of  their  respective  Corps,  to  the  Briga- 
dier Generals  or  Officers  commanding  brigades  to  which  they 
belong,  within  one  Month  after  the  annual  review  and  Inspection, 
together  with  (?)  a  return  stating  the  vacancies  and  other  casual- 
ties in  said  corps  respectively,  and  mentioning  in  said  returns 
the  Xames  of  persons  who  are  entitled  to  i)romotion  in  conse- 
quence of  such  vacancies;  and  the  biigadier-general  or  officer 
commanding  a  bri,L'-ade,  sh;ill  from  such  returns  last  mentioned. 
form  a  brigade  return,  and  transm't  the  same  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  on  or  before  the  thirst  day  of  Feljruary  in  every  year." 

Instead  of  a  strict  com{)liance  with  the  above  ])rovis;ous.  it 
has  often  happened  tliat  the  return  for  a  Regim  nt,  battali.jn  or 
company,  has  been  trnnsmitt'  d  by  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Major 
or  Captain,  directly  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  without  repaid  lo 
their  respective  superior  oQicers;  which  irregularity  has  occas- 
19 
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ioned  much  unuecessary  trouble,  inconveuience  and  controverey 
about  rank.  It  is  expected,  and  required,  that  hereafter  the 
returns  for  promotions  and  appointments  M'ill  be  made  in  the 
manner  and  by  the  time  required  by  the  before  mentioned  sec- 
tion; and  that  no  return  otherwise  made  will  be  accex>ted  or  acted 
upon,  unless  accompanied  by  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of 
its  haying  been  impracticable  to  convey  the  same  through  the 
legal  channel.  All  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  will  henceforth 
be  rigidly  held  responsible  for  the  correct  form  and  regular  trans 
mission  of  the  returns  for  promotions  and  appointments  in  their 
respective  Corps. 

And  it  is  further  directed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that 
commanding  officers  of  divisions,  whether  of  Infantry,  Cavalry 
or  Artillery,  make  inspection  returns  of  their  respective  divis- 
ions, and  transmit  the  same  to  him  or  the  Adjutant  General  on 
or  before  the  first  !Monday  of  February  in  each  year,  and  that 
whenever  Generals  or  commandants  of  Divisions,  or  brigades,  or 
Inspectors  of  Brigadfs,  change  their  places  of  residence,  they 
immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Adjutant  General,  to 
whom  also  Cummaudauls  of  divisions  are,  on  or  before  the  first 
IVIonday  of  July  in  every  year,  to  transmit  rosters  or  returns  of 
the  names,  grades,  and  relative  raitk  of  the  general  officers  of 
their  several  divisions;  and  Commandants  of  brigades  are  like- 
wise annually,  on  or  before  the  same  day  to  make  returns  to  him 
of  the  names,  grades,  and  relative  rank  of  the  field  officers  in 
their  resy>e(tive' brigades. 

And  in  enler  to  determine  accurately  the  numbers  of  the 
Keginunts.  and  hi  iga.l.s.  <.f  Infantry  and  Cavalry  of  this  State, 
commanding  officers  of  the  brigades  thereof  are  enjoined  by  the 
Commandt'r  in  Chief  tn  furnish  the  .Adjutant  General,  previously 
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to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  with  returns  of  the  num- 
Wv  of  Kegimeuis  composing  tiieir  several  brigades,  and  of  the 
names  of  the  Lieutenant  Colonels  or  Commandants  thereof. 

And  his  Excellency  strictly  forbids  commanding  officers  of 
companies,  and  regiments,  to  grant  certificates  to  any  person, 
setting  forth  thai  he  belongs  to  a  Uniform  Company,  unless 
such  person  is  completely  uniformed  and  equipped  according  to 
Law,  which  certificates  are  to  be  respected  by  the  battalion  and 
Kegimental  Courts  Martial;  and  any  officer  who  shall  certify  un- 
truly, is  to  be  brought  therefor  before  a  Court  of  Inquiry  or 
Court  Martial. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  having  ascertained  that  the  princi- 
ples applicable  to  the  determination  of  Military  rank  are  not 
understood  or  adhered  to,  deems  it  proper  and  necessary  to  com- 
municate to  the  officers  of  the  Militia  for  their  future  govern- 
ment, the  following  rules  in  relation  thereto,  which  appearing 
to  be  generally  recognized  and  well  established,  are  not  hereafter 
on  any  pretense  whatever  to  be  departed  from: 

First.  All  commissioned  ufQcers  of  equal  grade  shall  take  rank 
in  that  grade  according  to  the  dates  of  their  Commissions 
therein; 

Second.  Where  officers  hold  commissions  of  the  same  grade 
and  date,  retrospect  shall  be  had  to,  and  their  rank  decided  by 
the  Commissions  immediately  preceding  those  under  which  they 
act; 

Tliird.  Where  the  present  and  all  the  preceding  Commissions 
of  officers  of  the  same  grade  boar  equal  date,  and  where  neither 
of  them  held  any  jtrior  rank,  then,  and  in  those  cases  only,  their 
rank  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  them  before 
the  Commanding  officer  of  the  division,  hiigadc.  regiment,  bat- 
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talion  or  squadron,  as  required  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Militia  Law  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  Sth  day  of  May, 
1792; 

Fourth.  Staff  officers,  other  than  Adjutants,  appointed  pre- 
viously to  the  second  day  of  April,  ISIO,  have  not,  as  such,  any 
right  to  promotion  in  the  line;  when,  however,  commissioned  offi- 
cers in  the  line  are  appointed  to  the  staff,  they  are  entitled  to 
promotion  on  the  same  principles  with  all  other  officers  of  the 
line  according  to  their  line  rank.  Nor  can  any  person  of  right 
claim  rank  in  the  ^lilitia  of  this  State,  in  consequence  of  having 
formerly  held  a  commission  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  the  levies  or  the  Militia  of  this  State,  or  any  other 
of  the  United  States. 

These  rules,  although  they  must  apj  ear  sufficiently  intelligible 
to  military  men,  may,  notwithstanding,  be  further  illustrated 
by  examples  of  their  application:  For  instance,  if  two  officers 
are  commissioned  to  the  same  grade  on  different  days,  he  who 
was  fir^t  appointed  shall  take  precedence  in  that  grade,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  preceding  relative  rank;  or  where  two  lieu- 
tenants are  promoted  on  the  same  day  to  the  rank  of  Captain*, 
he  who  was  Senior  Lieutenant  will  take  precedence  as  Captain, 
of  course;  but  should  their  lieutenants'  commissions  bear  equal 
date,  retrospect  must  be  had  to  their  ensigns'  commissions,  and 
he  who  took  rank  as  elder  ensign,  will  also  rank,  of  course,  as 
senior  Captain;  yet  should  it  ajipear  that  their  Ensigns'  commis- 
sions are  likewise  of  the  same  date,  then  is  their  rank  to  be  de- 
ternuned  Itv  lot  in  the  tnaimer  lift'ofe  dii-eeted.  It  is  nevertheless 
to  be  understof  d,  ii;at  where  an  ullicer  has  heretofoie  assented  to, 
or  acquiesced  in,  any  mode  of  settling  his  rank  other  than  that 
herebv  communicated  and  directed  to  be  observed,  he  cannot 


State  Historian.  293 

claim  under  the  present  regulations,  rights  which  he  shall  have 
expressly  or  tacitly  relinquished. 

And  in  all  cases  of  contested  rank,  or  other  difference  existing 
amongst  officers  of  the  Militia,  wherein  it  may  have  become 
necessary  to  have  recourse  for  redress  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  it  must  satisfactorily  appear  to  him  that  the  officer  com- 
plained of,  or  whose  rights  are  in  any  way  to  be  affectid,  has  in 
due  time  been  furnished  with  a  correct  copy  of  the  petition  or 
other  form  of  application  to  be  preferred.  Where,  however, 
fojnplaints  of  officers  do  not  relate  to  a  violation  of  rank  by  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  but  relate  to  tlie  improper  conduct  of  a 
Kegimeutal  officer,  which  is  degrading  to  his  office,  complaint 
against  him  must  be  made  to  the  Commandant  of  his  brigade, 
who  is  authorized  to  institute  a  Court  of  Inquiry  upon  the  con 
duct  of  such  officer. 

And  all  general  officers  and  officers  acting  as  such,  are  directed 
forthwith  to  communicate  this  order  to  the  officers  of  their  re- 
spective Corps,  and  are,  moreover,  strictly  charged  to  exercise  a 
vigilant  superintendence  over  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  subject  to  their  authority,  and  are  to  see  that  they  pay 
the  most  exact  attention  to  the  discharge  of  all  their  Military 
duties. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wra.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


additional  organizations. 
Cr.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  13th  August,  ISll. 

Upon  the  recommendation  and  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Vosburgh, 
Commandant  of  a  Kegiment  of  Militia  in  General  Dodge's  Regi- 
nu'ur.  in  the  Countv  of  ^lontgomerv; 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  or-anizcs  a  Xew  Light  Infantry  Com- 
pany in  the  said  Regiment  and  assigns  Aaron  Haring  as  Captain, 
John  G.  Murray  as  Lieutenant  and  Elihu  Enos  as  Ensign  thereof, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises 
be  made  known;  and  directs  that  in  fhe  meaniinie  the  said  officers 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Cliief : 
,,  Anthony  Lamb,  Aid  de-Camp. 

^'^•-  Headquarters,  New  York,  Aug'st  26th,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  intending  to  organize  a  Battalion 
of  Rifflemen  within  General  Ellis'  Brigade  of  Militia  in  Onondaga 
County,  at  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Council  of  Appointment, 
is  pleased  to  direct  that  General  Ellis  procure  and  transmit  to 
the  Adjutant  General,  as  speedily  as  possible,  an  inspection  re- 
turn of  the  Riile  Company  or  companies  within  his  Brigade,  and 
a  return  of  the  persons  entitled  to  promotion  upon  the  formation 
of  the  said  Company  or  Companies  into  a  Battalion. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

^•^'-  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  27th  Aug'st,  ISll. 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thaddeus  M. 
Wood,  and  the  application  of  a  meeting  of  Persons  wishing  to 
form  a  Company  of  Light  Infantry  in  his  Regiment,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  hereby  organi7,es  a  new  Company  of  Light  In- 
fantry in  the  said  Regiment,  and  assigns  Asa  Rice  to  be  Cap- 
tain, Amos  P.  Granger  to  be  Lieutenant,  and  Chnrles  Gardner 
to  be  Ensign  thereof,  who  are  to  be  obeyed  and  r.^spected  ac- 
cordingly, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
made  known  in  the  premises. 
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Brigadier  General  Ellis  will  cause  this  General  order  to  be 
forthwith  communicated  to  Lieut.  Col.  Ward. 
By  order  of  the  Gommjinder  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


CHANGES  AMONG  OFFICERS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  September  13th,  1811. 

BrigT  General  Swits  has  represented  to  the  Commander  La 
Chief  that  his  Brigade  is  destitute  of  a  Quartermaster  in  conse- 
quence of  the  person  who  was  formerly  appointed  having  moved 
away,  and  has  requested  that  Eri  Lusher  be  brevetted  in  that 

office. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  accordingly,  assigns  and  brevets  the 
said  Eri  Lusher  Quartermaster  of  the  said  Brigade  of  Militia, 
and  directs  that  he  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in 
the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lieut.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G,  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  13th  Sept.  ISll. 

It  being  represented  by  Lieut.  Col.  Saltus,  Commandant  of  the 
third  Regiment  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  that  the  ofQce 
of  second  Major  of  the  said  Regiment  is  vacant  by  reason  of  the 
resignation  of  Major  Aycrigg,  and  that  Capt.  John  W.  Forbes  is 
entitled  by  rank  to  fill  the  said  station; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore  pursuant  to  the  request  of 
Lt.  Col.  Saltus,  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  the  said  John  W. 
Forbes  second  :NLnjor  of  the  said  Regiment,  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises, 
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and  orders  that  in  the  meantime  he  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


THE   GOVEUNOR  ISSUES   ANOTHER   LAUDATOIM'   ORDER. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  White  Plains,  ISth  Septemb.  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  experienced  much  satisfaction 
in  the  review  of  the  Troops  who  passed  at  White  Plains  this  day. 
It  was  very  gratifying  to  him,  and  highly  honorable  to  the  ofilcers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Artillery  Corps  of  Xew  York  and  Kings 
County,  and  to  Capt.  Hartell's  Company  of  light  Infantry,  and 
to  the  elegant  band  attached  to  them,  that  the  difficulty,  fatigue 
and  expense  of  attending  so  remote  a  parade  did  not  damp  their 
Military  pride  and  Zeal.  The  equipments,  discipline,  and  con- 
duct, displayed  by  the  before  mentioned  Troops  and  Capt.  Lyon's 
and  Capt.  Miller's  Companies  of  Westchester  Artillery,  in  the 
manoeuvres  and  exercises  of  the  day  demand  and  receive  the 
unqualified  applause  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  had  an  opportunity,  on  a  former 
occasion,  of  witnessing  a  squadron  parade  of  the  Westchester 
Cavalry,  and  he  takes  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  great 
improvement  they  have  made  since  that  period  in  appearance 
and  discipline.  And  he  feels  it  a  duty  to  declare  that  their  con- 
duct on  this  parade  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  honor  on  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  that  Corps. 

Capt.  ITammond's  company  of  Light  Infantry  and  Captain 
Smith's  Company  of  Riflemen,  also  distinguished  themselves  by 
tlieir  appearance  and  behaviour,  and'  were  noticed  with  great 
satisfaction.  The  orderly  demeanor  of  the  residue  of  Col. 
Hobby's  Regiment,  and  Col.  Varian's  Regiment  of  Infantry,  was 
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honorable  both  to  the  ofiQcers  and  soldiers,  and  entitles  them  ta 
a  great  share  of  commendation. 

The  promptitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which  Genl.  Carpenter 
exercised  his  official  authority  to  increase  the  number  and  re- 
spectability of  the  Troops  to  be  reviewed,  and  the  activity  and 
skill  manifested  by  Col.  Andrew  Sitcher  and  the  Field  and  Staff 
oflicers  who  assisted  him  in  the  arrangements  and  manoeuvres 
of  the  day,  were  noticed  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

The  review  of  the  before  mentioned  Troops  is  the  first  act  of 
Executive  Authority  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  had 
the  honour  of  personally  performing  in  his  native  County,  and 
he  cannot  conceal  the  pleasing  emotions  he  has  experienced  from 
the  respectful  attention  paid  to  him  by  the  Troops  on  duty;  nor 
can  he  retire  from  the  parade  without  rendering  to  the  Officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  day,  his  unfeigned  and  grateful  homage. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


A    HANDFUL    OF    PROMOTIONS. 

G.O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  2i;th  Sept.  ISll. 

At  the  request  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Fifth  Kegt.  of  the 
First  Brigade  of  Infantry,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  pleased  to  brevt  and  does  accordingly  hereby 
brevet  and  assign.  James  Campbell,  Frederick  Muzzy,  Samuel  R. 
Clarke,  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  and  Stephen  Lockwood, 
Ensigns  in  the  said  Regiment,  and  directs  that  they  be  obeyed 
and  respected  as  such,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment be  ma<ie  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
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several  cases  of  disputed  rank  decided. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  2Gtli  Sept.  1811. 

The  board  of  officers  appointed  by  General  orders  of  tlie  4th 
day  of  July  last  to  settle  the  rank  of  Captains  Smith,  Gilbert, 
De  Grushe,  WaUaee  and  Bissouctt,  of  the  second  Regiment  of 
the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  reported  to  the  Adjutant  General 
on  the  3Uth  ult.  tluit  they  were  of  opinion  those  gentlemen 
ought  to  take  rank  in  the  order  following:  1st  Captain,  James 
D.  Wallace;  2nd,  Daniel  D.  Smith;  ihd,  John  P.  Bissonett;  4th. 
Thomas  W.  Gilbert;  5th,  Bobert  De  Grushe. 
The  board  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r.  Adjut.  Genl. 

AN    ORDER    COUNTERMANDED. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters.  Xew  York,  0th  October,  1811. 

It  having  been  represented,  l>y  the  Commandant  of  the  Albany 
Battalion  of  Ritflemen,  that  the  tiring  by  the  individuals  of  the 
said  Corps,  for  the  medal,  mentioned  in  General  orders  of  the 
17th  day  of  April  last,  in  tlie  manner  therein  prescribed,  is  incon- 
venient and  intei feres  with  and  retards  the  manoeuvering  and 
disciplining  of  the  s:iitl  Corjts.  the  Commander  in  Chief  does, 
therefore,  hereby  aulhori/.e  the  Coinnumdant  of  the  said  Corps 
to  devise  and  announce  iii  battalion  orders,  such  other  equit- 
able and  fair  method  of  tiring  lor  ihe  said  medal  as  he  may  deem 
more  beneficial  to  the  said  Cotps.  whieh  mode  shall  be  as  con- 
clusive and  binding  as  if  contaiiieti  in  <u>neral  orders. 
By  order  of  his  Kx.'.-Ileney  tli.-  ("oni'r  in  Chief: 

Wm.   IMuIding.  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
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TnE   GOVERNOR   DISAPPROVES   THE   FIXDINGS   OF   A 
COURT  MARTIAL. 

AND  IN  A  LENGTHYOPINION  LAYS  DOWN  A  PRINCIPLE  OF  MILITARY  LA.W 
FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  ACCUSED  OFFICERS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  17th  Oct.,  ISll. 

A  Brigade  Court  Martial  was  instituted,  bj  the  Orders  of 
Gi'ueial  Steddiford,  bearing  date  on  the  2nd  day  of  September 
last,  for  the  Trial  of  John  D.  Jaques,  Surgeon  of  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  the  first  Brigade  of  Infantry,  upon  the  following  charges, 
which  were  exhibited  against  him  by  Lieut.  Col.  De  Lamontagnie, 
Commandant  of  the  said  Regiment: 

First  Charge.  For  improper  and  illegal  conduct  in  demanding 
and  receiving  money  for  certificates  granted  by  you  as  Surgeon 
of  this  Regiment  (viz.  First  Regt.)  to  persons  enrolled  in  the  said 
Regiment,  contrary  to  the  5Sth  Section  of  the  Act  to  organize 
the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  to  your  duty  as  Surgeon  thereof: 

Second  Charge.  For  improper  and  illegal  conduct  in  demand- 
ing and  receiving,  on  the  2Sth  day  of  ^lay  last,  the  sum  of  one 
dollar,  for  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  Military  duty,  granted 
by  you  to  "William  Mead  a  private  in  said  Regiment,  contrary 
to  the  said  section,  and  your  Duty  as  Surgeon  of  the  said  Regi- 
ment. 

Third  Charge.  For  improper  and  illegal  conduct  in  demanding 
and  receiving,  on  the  tenth  day  of  June  last,  the  sum  of  one  Dol- 
lar for  countersigning  and  granting  a  certificate  of  exemption 
to  TluMnas  Rocs,  a  ])riv;i1t^  in  tliis  Regiment,  without  having  seen 
or  examined  the  said  Thmna-^  Rcos,  whether  he  was  entitled  to 
such  certificate  or  not,  contrary  to  your  Duty  as  Surgeon  of  the 
said  R»'iriment. 
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To  which  charges,  the  Prisoner  pleaded: 

NOT  GUILTY! 

The  Court,  having  convicted  the  Prisoner  of  these  charges  and 
adjudged  him  to  be  removed  from  his  office,  which  sentence  has 
been  sanctioned  by  Brigadier  General  Steddiford,  and  is  now  ap- 
pealed from  by  the  Prisoner  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  whom 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  Court  have  been  submitted. 

It  appears  from  those  proceedings: 

First.  That  the  Prisoner  before  any  Member  of  the  Court  had 
been  sworn,  challenged  the  President  thereof,  on  the  ground  of 
his  having  made  up  and  expressed  an  opinion  in  the  cause,  and 
that  the  Court  overruled  the  objection,  they  being  of  opinion  that 
such  a  challenge  could  not  be  made;  first,  because  the  members  of 
a  Court  Martial  are  Judges  to  whom  no  exception  lies,  and  not 
Jurors;  and  eecondly,  because,  if  a  challenge  were  allowed  to  a 
President  of  a  Court  ilartial,  there  exists  no  competent  author- 
ity by  which  triors  can  be  appointed  to  try  the  validity  of  a 
challenge  and  if  he  is  to  be  set  aside  without  Trial,  there  would 
be  a  total  failure  of  Justice  by  a  repetition  of  the  challenge  by  the 
Prisoner  against  each  successive  President; 

Second.  That  the  prisoner's  counsel  proposed  to  Enquire 
whether  the  Witness,  Doct'r  Onderdonk  had  ever  received  pay  for 
certificates;  and  that  this  enquiry  was  overrruled  by  the  Court; 

Third.  That  the  Prisoner's  Counsel  offered  to  enquire  of  the 
witness,  Mr.  Seixas,  whether  Adjutant  Ward  had  not  told  him 
that  Doctor  Jacques,  had  granted  a  number  of  certificates  of  ex- 
emption for  mont'y,  to  a  nunibt-r  of  Privates  who  wero  not  im-om- 
]»etont:  aii<l  that  the  (Muniiry  was  overruled  liv  the  Court,  they 
being  of  o])ini()n  that  it  was  entirely  unini[)()rtaiit  what  ^Ir.  Ward 
mav  have  said,  and  totallv  irrelevant  to  the  case  before  the  Court; 
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Fourth.  That  the  prisoner's  counsel  offered  in  evidence  a  copy 
of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Certain  Court  of  Enquiry,  containing  the 
substance  of  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Rees  upon  the  matter  then  be- 
fore the  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  her  testimony;  and 
that  his  offer  was  overruled  by  the  Court,  on  the  ground  that  Mrs. 
Rees'  testimony  could  not  be  impeached  by  the  production  of  such 
a  paper,  in  which  her  testimony  may  have  been  misstated  by  a 
clerk,  and  could  only  be  impeached  by  producing  those  who  had 
heard  her  testify; 

Fifth.  That  the  Court  found  the  Prisoner  guilty  of  the  charges 
preferred  against  him  and  sentenced  him  to  be  cashiered. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  thinks  is  requisite  here  to  remark, 
that  he  has  noticed,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  and  of  other 
Courts  Martial  held  of  late  years,  a  departure  from  the  form  which 
has  been  well  established  by  long  and  uniform  practice,  and 
which  he  deems  well  fitted  to  insure  the  accuracy  and  precision  of 
the  evidence  of  Witnesses.  The  Court,  instead  of  inserting  in  the 
record  of  their  proceedings  the  precise  interrogatories  put  to  the 
Witnesses  and  their  answers,  have  merely  stated  the  substance 
of  their  Testimony.  Although  tlie  Ordinary  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  Military  Courts  by  Question  and  Answer  may  appear  unes- 
sential in  the  view  of  the  members  of  the  Court,  yet  it  is  not  so  in 
the  estimation  of  the  pnrties  who  frequently  ascribe  to  the  neglect 
of  that  practice,  what  they  deem  a  failure  of  Justice,  especially 
upon  an  appeal.  Tlie  ot^icer  wlio  is  to  decide  upon  the  appeal, 
cannot  be  so 'well  possessed  of  the  real  facts  and  merits  of  the 
case  in  any  other  way.  Resides  indulgence  in  a  departure  from 
established  forms  in  <»nc  ].arti<ular  leads  to  a  neglect  of  them  in 
other  respects,  and  may  muliiply  the  questions  and  doubts  which 
the  tribunal  of  appeal  is  to  solve  and  remove. 
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The  prisoner  havin<?  complained  that  he  was  compelled  b}-  the 
Court  to  submit  his  Questions  to  the  Judge  Advocate  to  be  put  by 
him  to  the  witnesses,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  seventy- 
fourth  Section  of  the  Militia  Law^  of  1800,  which  allows  commis- 
sioned officers  to  appear  before  Courts  ^lartial  by  counsel,  author- 
izes such  counsel  to  frame  the  questions  that  may  be  put  to  the 
witnesses  in  behalf  of  his  client;  to  discuss  objections  that  may  be 
raised  by  the  Judge  Advocate;  to  sum  up  the  cause;  and  to  ad- 
dress the  Court  Martial  as  he  may  the  Judges  and  Jury  in  a  Civil 
Court;  but  it  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
control  or  dispense  with  the  propriety  of  the  customary  practice 
of  submitting  the  interrogatories  of  the  accused  to  the  public 
prosecutor,  to  be  put  by  him  to  the  witnesses. 

Having  disposed  of  these  incidental  matters,  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  appellant,  proceeds  to  re- 
view the  respective  adjudications  of  the  Court,  beginning  with 
the  second: 

Second.  As  no  practice  can  or  ought  to  supersede  the  positive 
injunctions  of  Law  and  the  oSth  section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  1S09 
having  Enacted  that  no  Surgeon  or  his  mate  who  shall  give  a  cer- 
tificate, purporting  to  exempt  any  person  from  doing  military 
duty,  shall  receive  any  compensation  for  the  same,  the  Court 
acted  correctly  in  not  admitting  the  Trisoner  to  produce  Testi- 
mony to  shew  the  j)ractice  of  Surgeons  of  Regiments  of  Militia, 
to  receive  pay  for  examining  private  Soldiers  therein,  previously 
to  granting  tht-m  such  certiticates. 

This  decision  of  the  Court  is  tlu-refore  approved. 

Third.  IiKi->imi«li  as  i1k-i<-  h;i,i  no  amisation  bot'U  exhibited  to 
the  Court  charging  Doctor  .laqii.s  with  having  granted  a  number 
of  cerlificatrs  of  oxcniption  for  .Money  to  a  number  of  privates  who 
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were  not  incompetent;  and  that  point  \\-as  of  course  not  in  dispute 
between  the  People  and  the  prisoner,  it  was,  therefore,  incumbent 
upon  the  Court  to  reject,  as  improper  and  irrelevant,  any  Testi- 
mony on  the  part  of  the  accused  which  went  to  establish  a  fact 
not  at  issue  before  them. 

This  determination  of  the  Court  is  consequently  approved. 

Fourth.  There  exists,  neither  Law  nor  precedent,  that  would 
have  justified  the  Court  admitting  as  evidence,  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  an  informal  Court  of  Enquiry,  containing  the  sub- 
stance of  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Rees  upon  the  matter  then  before 
the  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  her  Testimony.  Her 
Evidence  could  only  have  been  legally  discredited  by  the  persons 
who  heard  her  testify  before  the  said  Court  of  Enquiry. 

Consequently,  this  decision  of  the  Court  is  approved. 

Fifth  and  First.  In  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  all  the  charges 
that  were  exhibited  against  him,  and  in  adjudging  him  to  be  re- 
moved from  ofiice,  the  Court  have  not,  in  the  Judgment  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  transcended  the  authority  reposed  in  them 
by  Law.  The  acts  charged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  pris- 
oner were  in  direct  conrraventiou  of  the  before  recited  Fifty- 
Eighth  Section.  And,  inasmuch,  as  the  T3d  Section  of  the  said 
A(  t  declares  that  ''  every  commissioned  officer  who  shall  be  con- 
victed by  a  General  Court  Martial,  shall  be  punished  according  to 
tlio  nature  and  degree  of  his  ofTence  by  private  or  public  repri- 
mand, suspension  or  removal  from  office; "'  the  Court  having  pre- 
viously convicted  the  Prisoner,  were  therefore  invested  with  a 
h'gal  discretion  of  sentencing  him  to  either  of  the  punishments 
contained  in  that  enuetment. 

Tpon  the  assumption  that  the  Court  acted  piop  rly  in  denying 
the  i>risoner  the  benefit  of  his  challt^nge,  tliere  would  then  have 
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appeared  no  very  material  impropriety  in  their  proceedings;  but, 
the  privilege  of  the  Judge  Advocate  and  the  prisoner  to  challenge 
for  cause,  any  member  of  a  Court  Martial,  previously  to  his  being 
sworn,  is  firmly  established  by  Military  usage  and  precedent,  (•) 
and  is,  moreover,  consonant  to  the  priniciples  of  universal  Jus- 
tice, and  indispensable  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  The  Mem- 
bers of  a  Court  Martial,  like  Jurors  at  Common  law  are  Judges 
of  both  Law  and  fact,  and  may  be  sworn  as  witnesses,  and  give 
their  evidence  in  the  cause  upon  which  they  are  to  decide  judici- 
ally; for  they  in  fact  can  have  no  disqualifying  interest  in  the 
issue  of  the  prosecution  nor  any  bias  to  testify  falsely.  And 
although  the  Militia  Laws  of  this  State  do  not  mention  any 
such  privilege  of  challenge,  yet  it  should  not  from  thence  be 
concluded  that  a  prisoner  or  prosecutor  is,  by  mere  inference 
drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  Laws,  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  a  right  secured  to  the  parties  in  all  Judicial  examinations  at 
the  Common  hiw,  and  which  is  essential  to  the  due  administra- 
tion of  Justice.  Indeed,  if  the  simple  omission  of  those  Laws 
to  recognize  just  principles  of  adjudication  in  relation  to  Courts 
Martial,  be  a  conclusive  reason  for  dispensing  with  their  appli- 
cation in  the  administration  of  Martial  Law,  there  would  then 
exist  the  same  authority  for  rejecting  the  known  and  estab- 
lished rules  of  evidence  when  deciding  on  military  offences.  And 
yet  our  Courts  Martial,  with  great  propriety,  are  very  rigid  in 
applying  the  ordinary  principles  of  testimony  to  the  investigation 
of  such  transgressions. 

In  the  Act  coiistiturii.'g  our  Courts  Martial,  it  is  conceded,  there 
is  no  express  provision  to  try  the  validity  of  a  challenge  preferred 
against  any  member  thereof:  but  docs  it  thence  inevitablv  follow 
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that  so  vital  a  principle  of  Justice  is  to  be  withheld  from  the 
.accused  or  the  prosecutor?     Where  the  Laws  are  silent,  may  not 
established  principles  and  customs,  which  are  agreeable  to  rea- 
son, be  resorted  to  with  the  same  propriety  in  this  as  in  many 
other   instances    of    Military    decisions?       In    England,    where 
neither  the  articles  of  war  nor  the  statutes  of  the  Kingdom  make 
any  provision  for  objecting  to  the  Members  of  Courts  Martial, 
nor  point  out  the  move  of  disposing  of  objections  when  made, 
it  is  nevertheless  the  settled  usage  of  her  Military  Courts  to  ad- 
mit of  challenges  for  cause,  as  in  Civil  Tribunals,  and  for  the 
President  and  members  thereof  to  decide  on  their  Import  and 
validity.     And  such  also  in  conformity  with  the  71st  Article  of 
an  Act  "  for  establishing  Kules  and  Articles  for  the  Government 
of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,''  is  the  duty  of  Courts  Murlial 
convened  under  the  authority  of  the  general  government. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  Members  of  Military  Courts  are 
liable  to  be  challenged  and  rejected,  the  question  presents  itself, 
whether  objections  can  in  like  manner  be  made  to  the  President 
of  such  Court,  and  if  so,  by  what  tribunal,  and  in  what  way, 
are  those  objections  to  be  considered  and  decided?     The  propri- 
ety and  necessity  of  having  an  unprejudiced  President,  as  well  as 
other  members  of  a  Court  Martial  is  established  by  the  authori- 
ties and  arguments  which  have  been  already  adduced,  and  the 
mode  of  trying  and  disposing  of  an  allegation  of  his  interest,  bias 
or  prejudice  is  the  only  point  of  obscurity  or  ditliculty.     But  one 
authority  bearing  upon  this  point  has  met  the  eye  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief:  it  is  the  case  of  a  challenge  to  Colonel  Mont- 
gomerie,  President  of  a  Cen.-r.il  Court  Martial,  held  in  Edin- 
burgh Castle  in  January.  ITO.-j.     It  st-ems  that  the  Court  there 
deliberated  upon  the  cause  of  challenge  and  repelled  the  objec- 
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tion.  This  phraseology  is  susceptible  of  two  constructions,  the 
most  reasonable  of  which  is,  that  the  Court  deliberated  upon 
the  objection,  and  intended  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  it.  and 
upon  the  competency  of  Colonel  Montgomerie,  as  if  they  had 
power  to  reject  him  and  supply  his  place  with  another  member. 

Mr.  Tytler,  however,  declares  that  the  President  of  a  General 
Court  Martial  must  have  certain  qualifications  as  to  rank,  &c.^ 
whence  it  follows  that  if  the  ordinary  Members  decide  against 
the  President  upon  a  Challenge,  they  may  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  supply  his  place  from  their  number  with  a  person  of 
requisite  rank,  but  must  refer  to  the  officer  who  instituted  the 
Court  for  that  purpose.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  President  is 
always  in  the  first  instance  appointed  by  the  Officer  who  organ- 
izes the  Court  Martial,  and  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  he  is 
influenced  in  making  a  selection  by  certain  peculiar  qualifications 
for  that  Station,  such  as  elevated  rank,  superior  intelligence  and 
experience,  energy  and  decision  in  the  transaction  of  business. 
and  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  respect  in  Court,  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  forms  of  dr)irg  business  and  with  the  method 
of  taking  down,  and  reporting  proceedings  of  Courts  Martial, 
and  with  the  rules  and  laws  of  evidence.  All  these  qualities  are- 
not  equally  indispensable  in  any  other  Member. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  informed  and  believes,  that  oflicers 
of  the  Revolution;  and  of  the  present  Army  establishment  of  the 
"United  States,  to  whom  has  been  confided  the  power  of  institut- 
ing general  Courts  Martial,  have  invariably  exercised  tlie  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  naming  the  President  as  well  at  the  institution 
of  the  Court  as  afterwards;  but  this  right  would  be  indirectly 
acquired  by  the  other  Members  of  the  Court  if  they  wt-re  vested 
with  the  power  of  rejecting,  for  any  cause  whatever,  the  Presi- 
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ilcnt  origimilly  named,  and  of  substituting  another  in  his  place. 
It  appears,  therefore,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  the  most 
rational  and  discreet  practice  upon  this  point  is  that  challenges 
to  an  ordinary  Member  of  the  Court  are  to  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined by  the  other  Members  as  heretofore,  but  that  objections 
to  the  President  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  othcer  who  named 
him,  who  will  decide  thereon  and  by  subsequent  order  assign 
another  President,  or  direct  the  Court  to  reassemble  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  same  President,  as  may  appear  most  just  and 
proper. 

And,  inasmuch  as  the  mode  of  disposing  of  a  challenge  to  the 
President  has  heretofore  been  unsettled,  the  above  principles 
are  hereby  established  in  the  Militia  of  this  State,  until  some 
statute  regulation  may  be  made  upon  the  subject.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  understood,  that  should  the  party  to  be  tried  be  served 
with  an  Official  copy  of  the  order  naming  the  President  of  the 
Cuurt,  in  season  to  enable  him  before  the  sitting  thereof  to  pre- 
sent any  objections  he  may  have  for  the  consideration  and  de- 
tf rminatiou  of  the  proper  ofQcer,  and  shall  omit  to  do  so,  he  will 
be  deemed  to  have  waived  the  objections,  and  will  not  be  entitled 
to  any  adjournment  for  that  purpose,  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Court,  unless  he  may  assign  and  verify  by  affidavit,  a  sufficient 
reason  and  excuse  for  such  lack  or  omission. 

Although  the  precise  application  fur  an  adjournment,  to  enable 
Surgeon  Jact^ues  to  submit  his  objection  to  Brigadier  General 
Steddiford,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  made,  yet  the  decision 
of  the  Court,  and  the  reasons  assigned  for  it,  went  substantially 
to  overrule  such  an  aiiplicaiioti; 

Wherefore  the  Cnmmander  in  Chief  feels  himself  constrained 
by  a  regard  to  the  fair  and  impartial  administration  of  Justice. 
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and  a  respect  to  the  rights  of  Militia  Officers,  to  withhold  hia 
sanction  from  the  decision  of  the  Court  upon  the  first  point  pre- 
sented by  the  appeal,  and  accordingly  disapproves  thereof. 

Brigadier  General  Steddiford  will,  therefore,  make  such  fur- 
ther Order,  and  take  such  further  proceedings  in  the  premises 
■sm  may  be  proper  and  necessary. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 


SEVERAL    NEW    COMPANIES    ORGANIZED    UNDER    RESTRICTIONS. 

<^.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  17th  Oct.  1811. 

Upon  ihe  application  of  Elijah  Guion  and  others,  and  with 
thM  appi'obation  of  General  Carpenter,  Commandant  of  the  Bri- 
gade of  Infantry  in  Westchester  County,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
does  hereby  organize  a  Light  Infantry  Company  in  Lieut.  Col. 
Hobby's  Regiment  of  the  said  Brigade,  and  brevets  and  assigns 
the  said  Elijah  Guion  as  Captain  thereof,  until  the  Council  of 
Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleasure  touching  the  same. 
The  persons  who  may  be  enrolled  in  the  above  company  must 
be  completely  equipped  before  they  can  of  right  claim  the 
privileges  and  exemptions  contained  in  the  12th  Section  of  the 
Militia  Law  of  ISIO;  until  then  they  will  be  liable  to  do  duty 
in  the  Battalion  companies  of  the  beats  in  which  they  shall 
reside;  they  may  be  compelled  to  serve  on  grand  and  petit  juries, 
nor  will  they  be  entitled  to  exemption  from  ^lilitary  duty  in  this 
State  after  having  served  fifteen  Yeai-s.  And  should  any  officer, 
under  such  circumstances,  grant  or  countersign,  a  certificate, 
with  intent  to  procure  any  jH-rson  .'nrolled  in  the  said  company 
the  benefit  of  the  said  sen  ion,  h.>  would  thereby  subject  himself 
to  punishment. 
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And  if  tbe  Co:apany  hereby  established  shall  not  have  thirty 
men,  including  eight  uoii-commissioned  officers,  uniformed  ac- 
cording to  Law  within  a  Year  from  the  date  hereof  or  from  the 
receipt  of  the  commission  by  the  Commander  thereof,  it  shall, 
conformably  to  the  30th  Section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  1809,  be 
disbanded,  and  the  Commandant  of  the  Regiment  to  which  it  is 
attached  shall  thereupon  report  such  disbandment  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief:  and  whenever  he  shall  publish  the  same  in 
general  orders,  the  officers  of  the  said  Company  shall  return  to 
the  beats  of  several  battiilion  companies  within  which  they  re- 
spectively reside,  and  be  liable  to  do  duty  therein. 

General  Carpenter  is  required  forthwith  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  order  to  Colonel  Hobby,  who  will  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt thereof  communicate  the  same  to  Captain  Guion. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Juu.,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  2Sth  October,  1811. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  organize  a  Company  of 
Grenadiers  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  First  Brigade  of  In- 
fantry, and  also  a  Company  of  Rifflemen  in  Col.  ^'arian's  Regi- 
ment of  General  Thomas  Carpenter's  Brigade;  and  his  Excel- 
lency is  pleased  to  brevet  and  assign  to  the  first  company,  John 
Sproul  as  Captain  and  John  L.  Fink  as  Lieutenant  of  the  same.. 
and  to  the  Second  Company,  Thomas  Sherwood  as  Captain, 
Ebenezer  Baldwin  as  Lieutenant  and  Jonathan  Lawrence  as  En- 
sign thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  .Vppointment 
shall  have  been  signified  in  the  }»remises. 

The  uniform  of  Grenadier  Comjanies  is  ]>rescribed  by  the  3Gth 
Section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  1800,  and  Rifle  Corps  as  heretofore 
directed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  are  to  Equip  themselves 
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with  Green  Eifle  frocks  and  pantaloons,  witi  yellow  fringe  and 
jellow  buttons,  black  gaiters,  round  black  hats  with  rellow  but 
tons,   black  loops  and  short  green   feathers.     •     •     •     . 

(Here  follows  the  same  restrictions  that  were  imposed  upon 
the  Westchester  Light  Infantry  Company.     State  Historian  , 

Generals  Steddiford  and  Carpenter  are  required  forthwith  to 
transmit  copies  of  this  Order  to  ail  whom  it  may  concern  in 
their  respective  brigades. 

By  his  Excellency's  command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  .Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
G-  O.:  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  29th  Octob'r,  ISU. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  organi.es  in  the  flrst  battalion 
Of  the  Fourth  Eegiment  and  first  brigade  of  Artillery,  a  compan. 
Of  horse  Artillery,  at,d  brevets  and  assigns  James  McKeon  a's 
Captain,  Thomas  Shaw  as  flrst  Lieutenant,  John  Gavnor  as  sec 
Ofd  Lieuten,ant,  and  William  B.  Myers  as  cornet  th'ereof,  until 
the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleasure  in 
relation  thereto.  This  corps  is  to  be  equipped  in  the  same  man- 
ner  as  the  company  of  horse  Artillery  at  present  attached  to  Col 
ditcher's  Regiment.     •     *     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

.Here  follows  the  restrictions  that  governed  the  formation 
of  .he  ^Vestcbester  Light  Infantry  Company,  to  be  found  on 

pa-e  :^>();».    State  Ifismiian.) 

Bv  nis  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paiildin-    Adjutant  General. 
^"  ^■■'  Headqnartr.r..  Xow  York.  1st  Xov'r,  ISU 

The  Command.,  in  Cl.i.f  i.  p,.ased  l.c.ehv  to  organize  a  Xew 
Compan,  Of  Artil,..,  in  Xia.ara  Connt,  in  Major  ^^In.r 
Oneve.'  hat.ali.n  of  the  I..,i„,,,t  latelv  commanded  b,  Lieut 
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Col  Joseph  Kirkland,  being  the  Second  battalion  of  the  Fifth 
E...iment;  and  is  further  pleased  to  brevet  and  assign  Asa 
Sttmnard  as  Captain,  John  Seeley  as  first  Lieutenant,  and  Pliny 
S.  Field  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  same,  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  known  in  the  premises. 

The  uniform  of  this  company  will  be  long  dark  blue  coats,  with 

scarlet  linings,  facings,  collars  and  cuffs,  dark  blue  pantaloons, 

and  ^-hite  vests,  black  gaiters  or  half  boots,  and  round  or  cocked 

hats,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  officers  of  the  said  Company. 

.     .     .     (The  restrictions  found  on  page  309  follow.     State 

Historian.)  .  4.    «  *!,;„ 

Bri<-adier  General  Kirkland  is  directed,  on  the  receipt  of  this 

Gener'al  Order,  to  cause  copies  of  it  forthwith  to  be  cominuni. 
.cated  to  the  Officers  of  his  brigade  whom  the  same  may  concern. 
By  His  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

MOnE    ExmESSIONS    OP    00MMEN-r.AT,0N    FROM    THE    COMM.VNDEU    IN 

CHIEF. 

•G.  0.:  Headquarters,  ^ew  York.  2!lth  Oct.,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  feels  great  pleasure  in  yielding  to 
Bri.-adier  General  Morton,  and  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  who 
parlded  under  his  command  on  the  17th  inst..  the  Just  tribute 
of  praise  which  their  military  appearance  and  conduct  merit. 
On  this  occasion  they  e.^:celled  their  usual  deportment  and  ap- 
pearance, and  the  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  hesitate  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  parade  was  to  him  a  most  satisfactory  and 
pleasing  display  of  the  Military  enterprise,  .eal.  and  skill  of  our 
patriotif  Militia. 

By  His  Ex(M.-lIency's  Conimand: 

Wm.  raniainix,  Jnn'r,  Adjutant-General. 
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ASSIGNMENTS  TO  COMMAND. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  Nov'r  20,  ISll. 

His  Excellency,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  has  been  pleased,  on 
the  recommendation  of  Lieut.  Col.  Curtenius,  to  assign  and 
brevet  John  Woodward,  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  the  first  brigade  of  Artillery.  And  His  Excellency  or- 
ders that  the  said  John  Woodward  be  respected  and  obeyed 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O. :     Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  November  23rd,  ISll. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  assign  and  brevet  Daniel 
E.  Dunscomb  as  Captain,  Charles  McKenna  as  first  Lieutenant, 
and  James  B.  Murray  as  Second  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of 
Artillery  hereby  Organized  and  attached  to  the  Second  Regiment 
of  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery,  which  oflicers  are  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

And  His  Excellency  orders  that  the  Company  aforesaid,  wear 
the  uniform  of  Artillery,  except  as  follows:  the  Coat  to  be  double 
breasted,  with  three  Rows  of  buttons,  the  middle  row  connected 
with  the  exterior  rows  hy  a  Gold  lace  or  cord;  a  helmet  with  red 
feathers  shall  be  worn  instead  of  a  cocked  hat;  and  in  the  winter 
season  blue  cloth  pantaloons,  trimmed  with  red  cord,  will  be 
permitted. 

Adjutant  Dunscomb  being  transferred,  by  the  organization  of 
the  above  company  to  the  line.  Lieutenant  Grant  Forbes  is  as- 
signed as  Adjutant  of  said  Regiment. 

By  order  of  the  Comma nd<M-  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Aid-de-Camp. 
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Part  II. 

The  Second  War  with  Great 
Britain. 


PROTECTING  OVU  FR0:N^TIER  LINE. 

THE  DANGER  TO  OUR  FRONTIER  JUST  AS  GREAT  TUKN  AS  IT  IS  TO  DAY. 

Q,  O.:  Headquarters,  April  2d.  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  required  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  order  into  service  for  the  defence  and  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  State,  detachments  of  the  militia  thereof, 
to  be  stationed  at  Niagara,  Oswego,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Bhick  River.  Major  General  Widrig,  will,  therefore,  without 
delay  detach  from  his  division  (excluding  the  Onondaga  brigade", 
six  hundred  men,  including  officers,  and  will  organize  them  into 
eight  Companies,  will  assign  the  Captains  and  Subalterns,  and 
will  have  them  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 

He  will  also  report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  one  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  two  Majors  whom  he  can  recommend,  to  be  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  detachment.  Should  any  com}  any  of  ar- 
tillery, or  a  part  thereof,  exceeding  thirty  men,  uniformed  and 
equipped,  volunteer  their  services,  they  will  be  accepted  and  or- 
ganized as  part  of  the  above  mentioned  detachment,  and  will 
be  erjuipped  with  field  pie(  es,  implem'  nts  and  ammnni'ion  by  the 
State.  The  above  mentioned  detachment  will  be  stationed  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Black  River.  Major  General  Widrig  will  also 
re.juire  Brigadier  General  Ellis  to  furnish  from  his  Brigade  and 
have  in  readiness  to  march  to  Oswego,  at  a  moment's  warning, 
two  conijijinies  of  infantry,  or  one  company  of  artillery  of  not 
less  than  forty  men,  and  one  company  of  infantry  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  including  ofticers;  the  latter  to  have  one  Captain,  two 
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Lieutenants  and  one  Ensign,  or  if  there  be  two  companies  of 
Infantry  of  the  ordinary  number,  then  eaih  company  to  have  one 
Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign  to  ba  assigned  by  Gen 
eral  Ellis.  The  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  detachments  from 
each  brigade  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  respective  brigadier  generala 
and  reported  to  the  respective  ]\rajor  Generals. 

Major  General  King  -will  detach  from  the  Madison  and  Cort- 
landt  brigades  of  Infantry  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  be  in 
readiness  to  march  to  Oswego,  whenever  orders  to  that  effect 
may  be  received,  and  to  organi/.e  them  into  tbrea  com^  anies,  witii 
one  captain,  one  Lieutenant  and  one  Ensign  to  each  company. 
The  detachments  from  Onondaga,  Madison  and  Cortlandt  Coun- 
ties will,  upon  their  arrival  at  Oswego,  be  formed  into  one  corps. 
to  be  commanded  by  a  field  otlicer  whom  the  C>)mmander  in  Chief 
will  assign  for  that  purpose. 

Major  General  Hall  will  forthwith  detach  from  the  seventh 
division  of  infantry  under  his  command,  six  hundred  men,  in- 
cluding otVicers,  and  will  organize  them  into  eight  companies. 
and  assign  Captains  and  subalterns  to  command  the  com[  anies. 
The  detachment  from  his  division  will  be  directed  to  rendezvous 
in  such  parcels,  and  at  such  places,  as  he  shall  designate,  and 
will,  from  thence,  proceed  to  the  post  of  Niagara.  Lieut.  Col. 
Philetns  J^wift  will  taken  comma ud  of  the  detachment  from  the 
seventh  division.  The  Commandant  of  the  Genesee  brigade  will 
detach  one  Major  and  the  Commandant  of  the  Niagara  brigade 
one  other  Major,  who  together  with  Lieut.  Col.  Swift,  will  com- 
jxose  the  field  otlicers  of  tlie  d'-taclinient.  The  regimental  staff 
will  be  selected  by  the  ct)mman(laut  of  the  detachment  and  be 
reported  to  the  !Major  General. 

The  ollicers  who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  general 
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order  are  instructed  to  be  prompt  and  vigilant  in  its  execution, 
and  to  encourage  by  all  lawful  means,  volunteers  for  the  d-tacli- 
nient.  The  Commander  in  Chief  cheiishes  a  lively  hoi:e  that  the 
patriotic  and  brave  spirit  -which  pervades  the  divisions,  from 
which  the  above  detarhn;ents  are  to  be  taken,  will,  immediately 
till  the  required  quora  with  volunteers. 

Volunteers  under  and  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
€th  of  February,  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  Volunteers  will  be  preferred,  and  the  general  and  field 
otticers  will  accept  such  volunteers  accordingly  as  part  of  the 
detachments. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


FILLING  IIP   THE   QUOTA   OF   OFFICERS   FOR   THE   FOURTH   ARTILLERY, 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York.  April  14th,  1812. 

At  the  request  of  Lt.  Col.  Sitcher  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of 
the  first  brigade  of  Artillery,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  hereby 
pleased  to  brevet  in  the  said  regiment  the  following  persons: 
William  Swain  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  liegiment,  and  Matthew 
Cunningham  Surgeon's  ^late  thereof;  Thomas  Shaw,  Caprain. 
Charles  A.  W.  :Mcrherson  first  Lieutenant,  Ahxauhr  Sibtold 
second  Lieutenant,  ar.d  Wil'.iam  Bryce  co:net  of  the  si  c  md  com- 
pany of  horse  Artillery;  George  ]S'ixon,  John  R.  Satterlee, 
Thomas  L.  Rich,  Caittains;  Stephen  A.  Rich,  James  Ronalds 
Junior,  Thomas  A.  Ronalds,  first  Lieutenants;  George  Sharp, 
Richard  Ervin,  Thom;!S  Stevenson  Junior,  second  Lieut^T-ants  of 
three  new  companies  of  Artillery  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  recpiired  to  raise  arid  equip.  These  officers  are  to  be  ob  yeJ 
and  respected,  agreeably  to  their  brevet  rank,  until  the  Council 
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of  Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleasure  in  refereut-e 
thereto. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Junior,  Adjutant-General. 

<x.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  15th  April,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased  to  assign  and  brovei 
Simeon  Bellamy  as  Captain;  Jacob  Walley  as  first  Lieutenant: 
and  George  Wands  as  second  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of  Artil- 
lery in  the  County  of  Albany;  and  directs  that  they  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly,,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment in  the  premises  be  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  McLean,  Jun'r,  Priv.  Sect'y. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  20th  April,  1812 

At  the  request  of  Brigadier  General  Giles,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  does  hereby  brevet  and  assign  James  Stoughton  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  third  brigade  of  cavalry;  and  directs  that  he  be 
obeyed  and  respected  as  such  until  the  Council  of  Appointment 
shall  have  made  known  its  pleasure  in  the  premises. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


THIRTEEN  THOUSAND  FIVE'  HUNDRED  MILITIA  CALLED  UPON  FOR  DUTY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  City  of  New  York,  21st  Apiil,  1812. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  President  cf  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  tlu^  ITitli  instant,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  directs  that  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  of  the  mil- 
itia of  this  State,  including  officers,  be  forthwith  detached  from 
the  several  brigades  thereof,  in  the  following  proportions: 
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he  flrsl   Brigade  ot  Infantry 

ir>o 

The  twenty-seventh  Bri 

igadeof  Infai 

Qtry      270 

•    second                  "                

460 

••     twenth-eighth     " 

-    third                     "                

580 

"    twenty-ninth       " 

no 

"    fourth                  "                

160 

"    thirtieth 

..        310 

-    fifth                      "                

240 

"    thirty-first 

230 

"    iixth                     "                

180 

"    thirty-second      " 

340 

"     serenth                  "                  

390 

•'    thirty-third 

290 

"    eighth                   "                 

430 

"    thirty-fourth       " 

370 

330 

■'    thirty-fifth 

120 

"     tenth                       "                  

530 

"    thirty-sixth 

50 

'•    eleventh               "                 

510 

'•    thirty-seventh     " 

.... 

350 

'•    twelfth                 "                

430 

"    thirty-eighth        " 

190 

"    thirteenth             "                 

...         340 

"    thirty-ninth 

210 

•'    fourteenth           "                 

270 

"    fortieth 

••     fifteenth               "                 

350 

11,700 

"    sixteenth             "                 

260 



•'    leventeenth         "                 

230 

The   first  Brigade   of 

Cavalry  . . . . 

235 

"    eighteenth           '*                

270 

"    second                  " 

.... 

250 

"    nineteenth            "                 

2-20 

"    third 

190 

"    twentieth              "                 

340 

675 

•'    twenty-first         "                  

160 



"    twenty-second    "                 

320 

"     first   Brigade  of  Artillery.... 

450 

"    twenty-third       "                

320 

"    second 

300 

•*    twenty-fourth     "                 

300 

•'    third 

375 

"     twenty-fifth          "                  

...         310 

1,125 

■•     twenty-sixth        "                  

230 

Every  division  of  Infantry  may  furuisli  one-tenth  of  its  quota 
in  riflt-men  to  be  properly  organized  into  distinct  corps. 

Tlie  commanding  officer  of  each  brigade  shall  make  an  equi- 
table apportionment,  among  the  respective  corps  thereof,  of  the 
brigade  requisition,  and  will  organize  the  same  into  companies 
and  troops,  to  the  command  of  which  he  is  to  assign  the  most 
respectable,  active  and  enterprising  of  the  Captains  and  sub- 
alterns of  his  brigade.  Those  companies  and  troops  shall  be 
formed  into  battalions,  squadrons  and  regiments,  and  the  Majors 
thereof  assigned  by  the  rxoneral  of  Division,  who  is  especially 
charged  to  select  for  that  ser\i(e  ofUcers  of  approved  capacity 
and  merit.  The  companies  and  troops  detached  and  organized 
:ire  to  be  arranged  in  the  manner  followlTig:  tlioso  from  the  First 
l)i\  isiuii  (.f  Iiilantry  into  Ihiee  neginienls;  tlios.>  from  tlie  ^^oeond 
division  of  Infantry  into  three  Regiments;  those  of  the  Third 
Division  (.f  Infantrv  into  tiireo  Regiments;  those  from  the  Fourth 
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Division  of  Infantry  into  two  Regiments;  those  from  the  Fifth 
Division  of  Infantry  into  two  Kegiments;  those  from  the  Sixth 
Division  of  Infantry  into  two  Eegiments;  those  from  the  Seventh 
Division  of  Infantry  into  three  Regiments;  those  from  the  Eighth 
Division  of  Infantry  into  two  Eegiments;  those  from  the  division 
of  Cavalry  into  one  Regiment. 

The  detachment  from  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  will  be 
organized  into  two  battalions  of  three  companies  each,  one  of 
which  battalions  will  be  commanded  by  Major  Robert  Swartwout, 
and  the  other  by  Major  John  Bleecker,  the  senior  of  whom  will 
furnish  a  muster  Roll,  and  an  inspection  Return  of  the  said  de- 
tachment to  the  Adjutant  General,  and  will  report  to  the  officer 
of  the  United  States  commanding  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
The  detachment  from  the  second  brigade  of  Artillery  will  be 
organized  into  one  battalion  of  four  companies  to  the  command 
of  which  one  Major  of  that  Brigade  will  be  assigned  by  the 
Major  General.  Should  any  Company  or  other  Corps  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  infantry  or  riflemen  volunteer  as  part  of  the  detach- 
ment, such  Company  or  Corps  will  continue  to  be  commanded  in 
the  detachment  by  the  officers  under  and  with  whom  the  said 
Company  or  Corps  shall  volunteer. 

Companies  ai?d  troops  shall  consist,  as  nenrly  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, of  seventy-five  men  each,  officers  included;  four  of  these 
will  constitute  a  battalion  or  sqnadron.  A  Regiment  of  infantry 
or  artillery  is  to  comprise  two  battalions,  and  regiment  of 
Cavalry  two  squadrons. 

The  detachments  hereby  required  to  be  drawn  out  from  the 
militia,  are  in  every  respect  to  be  organized,  armed  and  eqiiii>pvd 
according  to  law,  and  for  actual  service;  and  will  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.    And  when- 
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ever  the  detaebmeut  and  organization  shall  have  been  effected, 
th"  respective  Corps  are  to  be  exercised  by  the  officers  assij^ied 
to  eommajid  them,  but  are  not  to  remain  imbodied  or  considered 
in  actual  service,  until  by  subsequent  orders  they  shall  be  com- 
manded to  take  the  field. 

Immediately  after  this  general  order  shall  have  been  received 
by  the  commanding  officers  of  divisions  and  brigades  they  will 
proceed  to  execute  it.  And  as  scon  as  the  various  detachments 
herein  mentioned  have  been  duly  organized  into  companies  and 
troops,  tlie  commandants  tlierecf  are  to  make  O'Ut  and  deliver 
correct  muster  rolls,  and  inspection  returns  of  the  same  to  the 
officer  assigned  to  the  command  of  ihe  regiment  into  which  those 
companies  and  troops  shall  have  been  formed;  and  the  officer 
commanding  every  such  regiment  shall  immediately  thereafter 
transmit  an  accurate  inspection  return  thereof,  and  exact  copies 
of  the  said  muster  rolls  to  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  at  the 
Capitol  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  confiding  in  the  known  Zeal,  intel- 
ligence and  public  spirit  of  the  militia,  cherishes  a  confident 
expectation  that  both  officers  and  soldiers  will  cheerfully  emulate 
each  other  in  tendering  their  voluntary  services  to  defend  their 
country,  and  in  promptly  carrying  this  order  into  full  effect. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


IX  MOUKNING   FOR  THE   FIRST  GOVERXOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Cr.  O.:  Headquarters,  City  of  New  York,  25th  April,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  deploring  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
his  countrymen  the  death  of  the  venerable  George  Clinton,  late 
Vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  sensible  of  his 
21 
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exalted  virtues  and  public  services,  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
officers  of  the  militia  of  this  State  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  the  term  of  thirty  days,  as  a  testimonal  of  their  veneration 
for  the  character  of  one  who  has  pre-eminently  distinguished 
himself  in  the  Cabinet  and  in  the  field. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjt.  Genl. 


ASSIGNMENTS,  TRANSFERS  AND  PROMOTIONS. 

G.  O.:  City  of  New  York,  27th  April,  1812. 

At  the  request  o.f  Lieut.  Col.  Curtenius  of  the  first  regiment 
of  the  first  brigade  of  artillery,  the  Commander  in  Chief  does 
hereby  brevet  William  Bakewell  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  said 
regiment  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
known  in  the  premises. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  City  of  New  York,  27th  April,  1S12. 

The  active  and  various  duties  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State,  demanding  his  undivided  attention,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  is,  therefore,  pleased  to  excuse  him  from  the  performance 
of  service  in  the  line,  and  accordingly  directs  Major  Clarkson 
Crolius  to  assume  the  command  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Regiment 
of  Infantry;  ifajor  S.  L'nonimedieu  of  the  First  battalion,  and 
Capt.  John  ^McClure  of  the  second  battalion  thereof,  until  other- 
wise ordered;  reserving,  nevertheless,  the  rank  and  right  of  Col. 
Paulding  to  promotion  in  the  line. 

And  his  Excellency  is  further  pleased  to  brevet  Adam  Walker 
as  Lieutenant,  and  George  Conliu  as  Ensign  in  the  battalion  of 
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riflemen  attached  to  the  tenth  brigade  of  Infantry,  until  the 
determination  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in 
relation  thereto. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


TROOPS  FOR  the  PROTECTION  OF  NIAGARA  AND  OSWEGO. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  April  2Sth,  1812. 

The  detachment  destined  for  Oswego  and  Niagara  by  general 
orders  of  the  second  day  of  April  instant,  are  directed  forthwith 
to  proceed  to  the  respective  statioms  assigned  them  by  those  gen- 
eral orders.  The  Quartermaster-General  has  been  directed  to 
make  the  necessarv'  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  from  the  places  of  rendezvous  to  their  respective  places 
of  encampment,  and  for  their  accommodation  after  their  arrival; 
and  the  contractors  have  been  required  to  furnish  rations. 
.Should  there  by  any  failure  on  the  part  of  either  of  those  depart- 
ments, the  Commandants  of  the  respective  detachments  are  em- 
powered and  required  to  cause  the  deficiencies  to  be  supplied 
upon  as  economical  terms  as  may  be  practicable,  and  to  report 
the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

It  is  most  earnestly  enjoined  upon  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  detachment,  to  conduct  on  their  march  and  after  their  arrival 
yt  the  several  posts  in  the  most  conciliatory,  orderly  and  respect- 
ful manner  towards  the  inhabitants,  and  towards  the  regular 
troops  with  whom  they  may  bo  associated;  and  to  demean  them- 
selves in  all  things  as  become  patriotic  citizen  soldiers.  From  the 
moment  of  their  assemblage  they  will  be  subject  to  the  Rules  and 
Articles  of  war,  which  the  commanding  ollicer  of  each  detachment 
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is  directed  to  cause  to  be  read  to  the  corps  on  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  encampment,  and  to  cause  one  copy  thereof  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  the  encampment  at  some  proper  place,  where  every 
person  belonging  to  the  detachment  may  have  access  to  it.  The 
Commandants  of  the  detachments  will  cause  them  to  be  assidu- 
ously and  industriously  discii»lined  and  manouvered,  and  will  pay 
strict  attention  to  the  health  of  those  under  their  command,  and 
for  that  purpose  will  exercise  a  rigid  superintendence  over  the 
conduct  of  all  the  staff  oOicers, 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


MADISON  COUNTY  ORGANIZES  A  COMPANY  OF  HORSE  ARTILLERY. 

G'  O.:  Headciuarters.  Albany,  30th  April,  1S12. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons  in  the  County  of  [Madison  have 
associated  themselves  together  as  a  volunteer  company  of  horse 
Artillery,  and  have  re(iucsted  to  be  organized  as  such,  and  have 
engaged  to  equip  themselves  immediately,  if  the  said  company 
shall  be  sanctioned; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  hereby  organizes  the  said 
company,  and  assigns  ^^'illiam  Jennings  of  Lenox  for  Captain; 
Argailus  Cady  for  First  Lieutenant;  Joseph  Bruce  for  second 
Lieutenant;  and  David  Beecher  for  Cornet;  who  are  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  in  tlie  premises  shall  be  made  known.  The  uniform 
in  all  respects  will  be  the  same  as  that  worn  by  Cajtt.  Sizer's  com- 
pany of  Horse  Artillery  in  Madison  County,  and  the  company  will 
be  attached  to  the  third  brigade  of  Artillery.  As  soun  as  the  said 
company  Bliall  consist  of  forty  men,  completely  uniformed  and 
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equipped,  field  pieces,  implements  and  ammimition  will  be  fur- 
nished for  exercise  aud  improvement. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


CAPTAIN  COSTEGAN  IS  ASSIGNED  TO  COMMAND. 

Q  Q  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  May  9th,  1812. 

At  the  request  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  and  ^vith  the  approbation  of  the  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  Thirty-first  Brigade  of  Infantry,  to  which 
the  said  Regiment  is  attached;  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased 
to  assign  Francis  Costegan  for  Captain,  and  Henry  W.  Snyder 
for  Lieutenant  of  a  company  in  the  Colonic  belonging  to  the  said 
Regiment;  and  directs  that  they  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the 
premises  shall  be  expressed. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  McLean  Jun'r,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


THE    USUAL    DISPUTE    OVER    SENIORriY. 

O,  O.:  Headiiuarters.  Albany,  2Tth  May,  1S12. 

Whereas  a  controversy  about  rank  and  right  of  promotion  to 
the  office  of  2d  :^rajor  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry  has  for  som.MiuH'  existed  between  R.mben  Stone 
an.l  Clark  Rice.  oiVuers  of  the  said  Regiment,  who  were  appointed 
Captains  therein  on  the  same  day  (April  nd.  ISOr,);  the  said  Reuben 
Stone  having  previously  been  senior  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regi- 
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ment,  by  reason  whereof  he  would  have  taken  rank  of  the  said 
Rice  as  Captain,  had  they  not  drawn  for  rank  after  their  advance- 
ment to  Captains; 

And  whereas,  by  the  General  Order,  dated  July  9th,  1811,  it  was 
expressly  provided,  that  if  any  otlicer  had  theretofore  assented  to, 
or  acquiesced  in,  any  mode  of  settling  rank  other  than  that  com- 
municated and  prescribed  by  the  said  General  Order,  he  should 
not  claim  under  that  order,  rights  which  he  might  expressly 
or  tacitly  have  relinquished;  and  whereas,  the  said  Clark  Rice 
contends  and  insists  that  the  said  Reuben  Stone  did  expressly  re- 
linquish the  preference  which  his  Senior  Lieutenancy  might  other- 
wise have  given  him,  by  assenting  and  submitting  to  a  draft;  by 
signing  with  all  the  other  officers  of  the  said  regiment  an  agree- 
ment expressly  waiving  any  priority  of  rank  or  right  to  promo- 
tion to  a  majority  in  the  said  regiment;  by  acting  as  a  Junior 
Captain  to  the  said  Rice,  in  the  said  Regiment,  for  several  years 
after  the  said  draft,  and  by  other  acts  of  assent  to  and  acquies- 
cence in  the  seniority  of  the  said  Rice; 

And  whereas,  the  said  Reuben  Stone  contends  and  insists  on  his 
part,  that  he  did  not  voluntarily  submit  to  the  said  draft;  that  he 
has  uniformly  alleged  and  insisted  that  he  was  senior  Captain,  and 
has  not  expressly  or  tacitly  relinquished  the  right  of  being  re- 
garded and  promoted  as  such; 

And  whereas,  it  is  fit  and  proper  the  said  controversy  should  be 
determined  and  the  relative  rank  of  the  said  persons  whilst  they 
were  captains  be  ascertained  and  settled  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated liy  the  act  to  organize  the  militia  of  this  State; 

The  Coniuiandcr  in  Chief,  for  iliat  purjiose,  docs  hereby  appoint 
and  organize  a  Roard  of  officers,  to  consist  of  Brigadier  General 
Fort,  and  Major  ilichael  S.  Vandercook  of  Rensselaer  County,  and 
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Majors  Reuben  Whallon,  Nathaniel  Pitcher  and  Christian  Sack- 
rider  of  Washington  County.  Genl.  Fort  will  be  the  president 
and  will  report  without  delay  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  de- 
cision of  the  said  Board  as  to  the  relative  rank  of  the  said  Reuben 
Stone  and  Clark  Rice  as  Captains  at  and  immediately  before  the 
promotion  of  the  said  Reuben  Stone  to  the  office  of  Second  Major. 
The  Board  will  meet  at  the  house  of  Major  John  Porter  in  Cam- 
bridge on  the  tenth  day  of  June  now  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon;  of  which  meeting  General  Fort  will  cause  immediate 
notice  to  be  given,  as  well  to  the  members  of  the  said  Board  as  to 
the  said  Reuben  Stone  and  Clark  Rice. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


THE   THIRD    ARTILLERY    CONVERTED    INTO    TWO    REGIMENTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany  3d  June,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Briga- 
dier General  Wilkin  and  Lt.  Col.  Nathan  Myers,  divides  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Artillery  into  two  regiments.  The  County  of  Dutch- 
ess will  hereafter  compose  the  third  Regiment;  Lt.  Col.  Nathan 
Myers  and  Major  Samuel  Slee  will  continue  to  command  as  Field 
officers  therein.  Tlie  artillery  in  Rockland,  Orange  and  Ulster 
Counties  will  compose  a  separate  regiment  to  be  called  the  Sev- 
enth regiment  of  Artillery.  General  Wilkin  will  cause  an  imme- 
diate return  to  be  made  for  the  otlScers  for  the  said  Regiment. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  also  hereby  organizes  a  new  Regi- 
ment to  be  called  the  eleventh  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  consist  of 
the  comi)anies  of  cavalry  in  the  County  of  Otsego,  and  the  com- 
panies in  the  County  of  Herkimer  which  are  or  may  be  organized 
south  of  the  Mohawk  river.     The  Commandant  of  the  first  bri- 
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gade  of  Cavalry  will  cause  tlie  said  it-giiiiont  to  be  divided  into 
two  squadrons  and  will  announce  such  division  to  Lt.  Col.  Ros- 
well  Starr  the  commandant  of  the  said  eleventh  regiment  of  Cav- 
alry. The  said  regiment  will  form  part  of  the  first  brigade  of 
cavalry,  and  the  residue  of  the  regiments  from  which  the  said 
eleventh  regiment  is  taken  will  continue  to  retain  their  respec- 
tive numbers,  and  to  be  distinct  regiments  from  the  one  hereby 
organized. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


STILL  ANOTHER  DISPUTE  OVER  RANK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  .3d  June,  1S12. 

Whereas  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  relative  rank  and  con- 
sequent right  to  promotion  in  the  Eighty-fourth  Eegiment  of  the 
militia  of  this  state,  of  Teter  B.  Morgan,  John  L.  Fonda,  Daniel 
Ostrom  and  George  Bloome;  to  remove  which  doubts  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  deems  it  necessary  to  ascertain  their  legal  rela- 
tive rank  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  92d  section  of  the  Act 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  organize  the  militia  of  this  State,"  passed 
the  29th  ^[areh.  ISO!):  a  Board  of  onicers  is  accordingly  hcrrby 
organized  for  that  purpose,  to  consist  of  Brigadier  General  Leon- 
ard Smith  of  Xewburgh,  Lt.  Col.  Martin  Heermance  of  Rhine- 
beck,  Major  Richard  Rapalje  of  Fisbkill,  and  :^Lljor  Robert  Dill 
of  Shawangunk,  Ulster  County,  from  the  Infantry;  Lt.  Col. 
Nathan  Myers  and  ^lajor  Samuel  Siee  of  Poughkeepsie,  from  the 
Artilh-ry;  and  Lt.  Col.  TMiilip  Pitdifr  of  Rcdhook.  from  the  Cav- 
alry. 

The  board  will  meet  at  the  Hotel  of  Bostwick  and  Ruggles  in 
the  Village  of  Pouglikeepsie  on  the  21th  day  of  June  instant,  at 
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ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  of  which  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
reasonable  notice  is  to  be  given  by  General  Smith,  as  President 
of  the  Board  to  the  members  thereof,  and  also  to  the  persons 
before  named  whose  rank  is  intended  to  be  determined  and  set- 
tled. The  President  will  report  to  the  Adjutant  General  with- 
out delay  the  opinion  and  decision  which  the  said  board  may 
farm  touching  the  aforesaid  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjt.  General. 


ANOTHER  GRENADIER  COMPANY  ORGANIZED  BY  EXEMPTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  6th  June,  1812. 

Whereas  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Otsego, 
who  are  severally  exempt  from  militia  duty  on  account  of  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war,  or  age,  have  associated  themselves  together 
and  formed  a  Company  of  grenadiers;  and,  whereas,  the  said 
persons  have  signed  a  roll,  pledging  tliemsolves  to  bear  arms 
and  take  the  field  in  defence  of  this  State,  whenever  it  may  be- 
come necessary  by  reason  of  invasion  or  otherwise; 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  therefore  pleased,  in  pursuance  of 
tlie  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  act  to  organize  the  militia  of 
this  State,  passed  the  29th  day  of  :\Iarcli,  1S09,  to  sanction  and 
organize  the  said  Company,  and  docs  hereby  assign  and  brevet 
•liiiiit's  Westeoat  to  be  the  (\iptaiii.  .Tanies  Yorjiu'  to  be  ilu-  IJ.mi- 
tenant,  and  Barnabas  Bates  to  be  the  Ensign  thereof.  The  said 
com{)any  may  uniform  or  not,  at  their  discretion,  and  may  select 
and  adojtt  such  uniform  as  tliey  may  think  most  economical  and 
suitable. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  T.amb.  Aid-de-Canip. 


330  Annual  Report  of  the 

the  question  of  color  no  bar  to  a  uniform. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany  the  10th  June,  1812. 

WTiereas  a  company  of  Riflemen  lately  organized  at  Unadilla 
in  the  county  of  Otsego,  of  which  Abel  Chase  is  Captain,  have 
represented  to  me  that  it  is  impracticable  to  procure  green  for 
uniforms,  and  that  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  uniform  in  such 
materials  as  can  be  procured,  and  have  prayed  permission  to 
uniform  in  short  tight  blue  Jackets,  scarlet  facings,  collars  and 
cuffs,  and  yellow  buttons,  white  vests,  blue  pautalons,  with  scar- 
let welts,  red  belts  for  the  waist  and  shot-pouch,  black  stock  and 
half  gaiters,  narrow  brim  round  hats,  with  bearskin  over  the 
same,  black  cockades,  silver  cord  and  tassel,  and  black  feathers 
with  rod  tops; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  under  the  circumstances  before  men- 
tioned, is  pleased  to  permit  the  said  company  to  uniform  in  the 
manner  last  above  mentioned,  and  directs  that  they  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  e(]uip  themselves  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


MINOR  MATTFRS  OF  IMFORTANCE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  10th  June,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  hereby  pleased  to  direct  that  Major 
Lockwood's   battalion    of   Riflemen    hereafter   parade    annually 
twice  only  by  battalion,  and  not  three  times  as  her<^tofore. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command: 

William  Paulding,  Jiin'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  nead(ni.'irters.  Albany,  the  12th  Jtin.-,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  organizes  a  battalion  of  Rifle- 
men in  the  Twenty-seventh  Brigade  of  Infantry  in  the  County 
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of  Otiomlaga;  and  assigns  as  ofticers  thereof  the  following  per- 
sons: Charles  Moseley,  Major  Commandant;  Leonard  Kel- 
logg, Charles  B.  Bristol,  Luther  Marsh,  Captains;  William  Gar- 
diner, Jun'r,  Samuel  M.  Smith,  Lieutenants;  Hezekiah  Ketchum, 
Ensign. 

General  Eliis  T\ill  cause  these  forthwith  to  be  communicated 
to  Major  Moselej. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
O.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  13th  June,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  judging  it  expedient  to  reform  the 
Sixth  Kegiment  of  the  third  brigade  of  artillery,  does  hereby 
organize  it  into  three  regiments,  to  be  severally  composed  of  the 
companies  thereof  in  the  counties  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
arranged  in  the  manner  following: 

The  Corps  in  Oneida  and  Herkimer  shall  form  the  first  and 
those  in  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence  the  second  battalion 
of  a  regiment  hereby  established,  in  the  said  counties,  and  to  the 
command  of  which  Joseph  French  is  assigned. 

The  Corps  in  Otsego  and  ^ladison  shall  form  the  First,  and 
those  in  Chenango.  Courtlandt.  Onondaga  and  Broome  the 
Second  battalion  of  a  Beginient  hereby  organized,  in  those  coun- 
ties, and  to  the  cpiumand  of  whiih  Elijah  H.  Metcalf  is  assigned. 

And  the  Corps  in  Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Tioga  shall  form  the 
first,  and  those  in  Ontario,  Steuben,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Allegany, 
<"]iautau(iua  and  Cattaraugus  the  second  battalion  of  a  regiment 
li«'reby  estal>li-=;hL'd  in  tlic  said  rmintics,  and  to  the  command  of 
which  \A'alter  Oricvc  is  assigned. 

Th«'  Commander  in  Chief  having  directed  the  Adjutant  General 
to  ascertain  by  lot  the  numbers  of  the  respective  regiments  of 
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artillery  in  this   State,   is  pleased   to  announce   the  result  in 
orders: 

The  first  Regiment  is  eonnnanded  bv  Henry  R.  Teller;  second, 
Peter  Curtenius;  third,  Andrew  Sitcher;  fourth,  Nathan  Myers; 
fifth,  Abel  Watkins;  sixth,  Stephen  Thorne;  seventh,  Walter 
Grieve;  eighth,  Joseph  French;  ninth,  Simon  Fleet;  tenth,  Selah 
Strong;  eleventh,  Francis  Saltus;  twelfth,  Elijah  H.  Metcalf. 

Major  General  Stevens  will  immediately  cause  this  order  to  be 
made  known  to  those  ofiicers  of  his  division  whom  it  may  con- 
cern. 

By  his  Excellency's  command: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany.  15th  June,  1812. 

Major  General  Stevens,  having  assigned  Major  Samuel  Slee  to 
command  the  battalion  of  Artillery,  detached  from  the  second 
Brigade,  and  Major  Peter  C.  Fox  to  the  command  of  the  battalion 
detached  from  the  third  brgade  of  his  division,  pursuant  to  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  the  21st  days  of  April  last,  the  said  battalions  are 
hereby  formed  inro  a  regiment,  and  rhe  following  field  and  Staff 
ofiicers  assigned  to  command  therein: 

Stephen  Thorne,  of  (^'tranville,  Washington  County,  Lt.  Col. 
Comm't;  I'eter  C.  Fox,  of  Palatine,  Montgomery  County,  1st 
Major;  Samuel  Slee, of  Poughlceepsie,l>utchess  County,  2d  Major; 
Francis  Adincourt,  of  Troy,  Rensselaer  County,  Adjutant;  John 
McLean,  Jun'r,  of  the  City  of  Albany,  Quartermaster;  Clement 
Moore,  of  the' City  of  New  York,  paymaster;  Samuel  RoAvley  of 
Granville,  \\'asliinglon  County,  I'ljaplain:  Jonailiau  Hedges,  of 
Xewburgh.  Orange  (,"oiinly,  Siirgt-ou:  Jose[ilius  P.  Stewart,  of  the 
City  of  Albany.  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thorne  is  roipiired  to  cause  Muster  Rolls  and  In- 
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gpection  Returns  of  the  said  detached  Eegimeut  to  be  immedi- 
ately commimieaied  ro  The  Adjutant  General. 

Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


THREE  SQUADRONS  OF  CAVALRY   TO   A  REGIMENT, 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  loth  June,  1S12. 

The  cavalry  detached  in  conformity  to  general  orders  of  the 
-1st  day  of  April  last.  Mill  be  formed  by  the  Major  General  of 
that  Corps,  into  three  squadrons,  to  compose  a  regiment,  to  which 
the  following  officers  are  hereby  attached: 

George  D.  Wickham.  of  Goshen,  Orange  County,  Lt.  Co. 
Comm't;  James  Warner,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  Theodore  Ross 
of  Elizabethtown,  Essex  County,  Septimus  Evans,  of  Geneva, 
Ontario  County,  Majors;  Henry  Arcularius,  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  Adjutant.  Myrtle  B.  Hitchcock,  of  Kingsbury,  Washington 
County,  Quartermaster;  Walter  ^Villis,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York, 
Paymaster;  Pliilip  Duryee,  of  Stillwater, Saratoga  County, Chap- 
lain; Charles  Little,  of  Avon,  Ontario  County,  Surgeon;  Henry 
White,  of  Yorktowu,  Westchester  County,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Lieut.  Col.  Wickham  will  cause  muster  rolls  and  inspection  re- 
turns for  the  said  regiment  forthwith  to  be  furnished  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. . 


AMMUNITION  —  IIOW   SUri'LIED   FOR    FIELD    ARTILLERY. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  15th,  1S12. 

The  Commandiuants  of  Companies  entitled  by  law  to  receive 
ammunition  for  practice,  and  who  have  not  already  been  supplied 
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for  the  year  1S12,  will  be  entitled  to  receive  upon  application  to 
the  commissary  of  Military  Stores  in  New  York,  or  the  Deputy 
Commissary  in  Albany,  the  following  quantities  of  powder  and 
shot,  "viz: 

Ever}-  commandant  of  a  company,  to  which  two  twelve  pound- 
ers are  attached,  may  receive  four  quarter  casks  of  powder  and 
twentv'-four  shots;  every  comm't  to  wbose  company  two  nines 
or  sixes  are  attached,  three  quarter  casks  of  powder  and  twenty- 
four  shots;  TO  a  company  supplied  with  two  four  or  three  pound- 
ers will  be  delivered  two  quarter  casks  and  twenty -four  shots; 
Hud  to  each  company  having  two  two-pounders,  one  quarter  cask 
of  powder  and  twelve  shots;  each  company  having  one  piece  of 
any  of  the  above  descriptions,  will  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the 
powder  and  shot  before  mentioned. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  G-eneral. 


A  NEW  BATTALION   OF   RIFLEMEN  FOR  NEW  YORK. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  IGth,  1S12. 

The  Command'-r  in  Chief  has  thought  proper  to  organize  the 
rifle  companies  in  the  tenth  and  third  'brigades  of  Infantn,-  in  the 
Citv-  of  New  York,  and  not  included  in  the  organization  of 
:McClure's  battalion,  into  a  second  battalion,  and  assigns  the 
segnoir  (Senior)  Cax^tain  of  the  snid  companies  to  be  Major  com- 
mandant of  the  said  second  battalion,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  expressed. 

The  rifle  corps  in  the  flfteenth  brigade,  in  Westchester  County, 
are  hereby  organi/.od  into  abatialion.  the  S(-nior  captain  of  which 
corps  will  be  Major  Coniiuandant  of  said  battalion,  and  is  hereby 
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authorized  and  empowered  to  select  a  suitable  person  as  Adjutant 
thereof.  , 

The  companies  composing  the  said  last  mentioned  battalion, 
bi'Stde  the  two  company  parades  required  by  law,  will  parade 
once  in  each  year  by  companies,  with  the  regiments  of  Infantry 
to  which  the  said  companies  are  now  respectively  attached,  and 
twice  by  battalion,  at  some  central  and  convenient  situation,  to 
be  designated  by  the  Commandant  of  the  said  battalion,  until 
further  orders. 

The  Commandants  'Of  the  before  mentioned  brigades  of  Infan- 
try, are  directed  to  cause  this  order  to  be  forthwith  carried  into 
effect.  , 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


TETE  SOUTHERN  TIER  GIVEN  A  NEW  BRIGADE. 

0.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  16th  June,  1812. 

The  Infantry  in  the  Country  of  Broome,  and  that  part  of  Col. 
Oliver  Huntington's  Regiment  which  is  within  the  county  of 
Tioga,  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Eighteenth  brigade  and  are 
organized  into  a  separate  brigade  to  be  known  as  the  Forty-first         i 
brigade,  and  will  belong  to  the  sixth  division.    Oliver  Hunting-         I 
ton  is  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  said  brigade,  and  will         j 
make  out  and  transmit  the  necessary  returns  of  inspection,  and         • 
for  promotions  and  appointments  within  the  same  according  to         j 
law.    The  Ihfanti^  of  the  County  of  Tioga,  except  what  is  com- 
prehended in  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  Oliver  Hunting- 
ton, will  henceforth  compose  the  Eighteenth  Brigade. 

Major  Anson  Camp,  lately  ap[Mjiiited  brigade  Major  and  In- 
spector of  the  eighteenth,  is  assigned  to  and  will  ofliciate  in  the- 
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forty-first  brigade  hereby  oroanized;  aud  the  brigade  Quarter- 
master will  be  attached  to  and  omeiate  in  that  one  of  the  two 
brigades  above  mentioned  within  which  he  may  reside. 

General  Carpenter  will  make  the  returns  for  appointments  and 
promotions  in  the  eighteenth  brigade,  which  may  be  rendfr,.d 
necessary  by  this  general  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 


STILL  ANOTHER  CAVALRY  REGLMENT. 

^'  ^•*  Headquarters,  Albany,  17th  June.  1S12. 

The  troops  of  cavalry  in  that  part  of  Ontario  County  compre- 
hended within  the  boui'daries  of  the  thirty-ninth  brigade  of  In- 
fantry, together  with  those  in  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Niagara. 
Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus,  are  hereby  detached  from  the  tenth 
regiment  and  organized  into  a  new  regiment  to  be  denominated 
the  twelfth  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  shall  be  commanded  by  Sey- 
mour Boughton,  and  attached  to  the  first  brigade  of  cavalry. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 


THE  WAR  QUOTA  DIVIDED   INTO   TWO    DIVISIONS   OF  EIGHT   BRIGADE.-. 

G-  0-'  Headquarters,  Albany,  the  ISth  June,  1S12. 

The  militia  directed  by  General  Orders  of  the  21st  day  of  April 
last,  to  be  detached  from  brigades  and  organized  into  regiments 
are,  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  hereby  definitely  ar 
ranged  into  eight  brigades  to  be  denominated  the  First,  Second. 
Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth,  and  two  divis- 
ions to  be  called  the  first  and  second  of  the  detachment:     The  first 
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brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detachments  from  Maj.  Genl. 
Cules'  division; 

The  second  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from 
Maj.  Gen.  Ilathorn's  division; 

Tlie  third  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from  Maj. 
Tienl.  Mooers*  division; 

The  fourth  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from  ^laj. 
GenL  Veeder's  and  Todd's  divisions; 

The  fifth  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from  Maj. 
Genl.  \Yidrig's  division; 

The  sixth  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from  Maj. 
Genl.  King's  division; 

The  seventh  brigade  is  composed  of  regiments  detached  from 
Maj.  Genl.  Hall's  division; 

The  eighth  brigade  is  composed  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  or- 
ganized under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  D.  Wickham, 
by  general  orders  of  the  l.jth  instant  of  a  regiment  of  light  infan- 
try and  a  regiment  of  riflemen. 

The  lirst  division  shall  comprise  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh 
and  eighth,  and  the  second  division  the  first,  second  and  third 
brigades,  and  the  regiment  of  artillery  organized  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Thorn,  by  general  orders  of  the  loth 
instant. 

Major  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  first,  and  Major  General  Benjamin  Mooers, 
of  Pluttsburgh.  Clinton  County,  to  ihe  second  division;  and  the 
following  llrigadier  Generals  are  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
respective  brigades: 

22    " 
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To  the  first,  Gerard  Steddiford  of  the  City  of. N-ew  York- 

second.  Eeuben  Hopkins  of  Go.hen,  Orange  Countv 
third,  Micajah  Pettit  of  Queensbury,  Washington  Co'untv- 
fourth,    Eiohard    Dodge    of    Johnstown,    Montgornen- 
Countv; 

fifth,  Jacob  Brown  of  Brownville,  Jefferson  Countv; 
sisth,  Daniel  lliller  of  Homer,  Cortlandt  Countr- 
seventh,  T^■i,Iia„,  Wadsworth  of  Genesee  (Gene'seoJ,  On- 

tario  County; 
eighth,  George  ilcClure  of  Bath,  Steuben  County. 
The  Lieutenant  Colonels  hereinafter  named  are  assigned  in  the 
following  manner,  to  the  command  of  regiments  belonging  to  the 
preceding  brigades,. which  regiments  shall  be  numbered  from  one 
to  twenty  inclusiye: 

To  the  regiments  of  the  first  bngade. 
First,  Beekman  M.  Van  Beuren  of  the  City  of  Xew  York- 
Second.  Jonas  Mapes,  of  the  City  of  Xew  York; 
Third,  John  Ditmas  of  Jamaica,  Queens  County. 

To  the  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade 

Fourth,    Abraham    I.    Hardenbergh    of    Shawangunk,    UMer 
County; 

Fifth,  M,.rtin  Heermance  of  Ehinebeck,  Dutchess  Countv 
S..th,  Abraham  Van  Myck  of  Fishkill,  Dutchess  Count;! 

To  the  Eeginienis  of  the  Third  Brig.ide 
Seventh,  James  Green  of  Argyle,  ^Vashington  Countv 
Eighth,  Thon,as  .Miller  of  I'latlsburgh,  Clinton  Countv 
-Mnth,  Peter  J.  Vo.l.urgh  of  Kiuderhook,  Columbia  County 
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To  the  Regiments  of  the  Fourth  Brigade. 
Tenth,  John  Prior  of  Greenfield,  Saratoga  County,  and 
Kleventh,  Calvin  Rich  of  Sharon.  Schoharie  County,  are  to  be 
attached 

To  the  Regiments  from  General  Veeder's  division. 

Twelfth,  John  T.  Van  Dalfsen  of  Coeymans,  Albany  County, 
and 

Thirteenth.  Putnam  Farrington  of  Delhi,  Delaware  County,  are 
to  be  attached  to  the  regiments  from  General  Todd's  division. 

To  the  Regiments  of  the  Fifth  Brigade. 
Fourteenth,  William  Stone  of  Whitestone,  Oneida  County; 
Fifteenth,   Thomas   B.   Benedict   of  De   Kalb,    St.   Lawrence 
County. 

To  the  Regiments  of  the  Sixth  Brigade. 
Sixteenth,  Farrand  Stranahan  of  Cooperstown,  Otsego  County; 
Seventeenth,  Thompson  Mead  of  Norwich,  Chenango  County. 

To  the  Regiments  of  the  Seventh  Brigade. 
Eighteenth,  Hugh  W.  Dobbin  of  Junius,  Seneca  Coanty; 
Nineteenth,  Henry  Bloom  of  Genoa,  Cayuga  County; 
Twentieth,  Peter  Allen  of  Bloomfield,  Ontario  County. 

To  the  Regiments  of  the  Eighth  Brigade. 
The  Regiment  of  Light  Infantry.  Jeremiah  Johnson  of  Brooklyn, 
Kings  County; 

The  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  Francis  ^McChire  of  the  City  of  New 

York. 
Til'-  following  ^ilajors  have  been  assigned  to  the  Regiments  of 
th»>  Third  Brigade  of  the  detachment: 
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The  seventh  regiment. 
Christian  Sackrider  of  Sandy  Hill,  Washington  County,  Isc 
Major; 

Joseph  Taylor  of  Hartford,  Washington  County,  2d  Major. 

The  Eighth  Regiment. 
Melancton  Smith  of  Plattsburgh,  Clinton  County,  1st  Major; 
Ransom  Noble  of  Essex,  Essex  County,  2d  Major. 

The  ninth  regiment. 
William  Tanner  of  Hillsdale,  Columbia  County,  1st  Major; 

Tisdale  Eddy  of ,  Rensselaer  County,  2d  Major. 

To  the  aforesaid  detached  brigades  the  Commander  in  Chief  is 
pleased  to  assign  the  following  Staff  otBcers: 

The  first  brigade. 
Theophilus  Pierce  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Brigade  Major  and 
Inspector; 

Charles  Graham  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Brigade  Quarter- 
master. 

The  second  brigade. 

John  Dill  of  Shawangnnk,  Ulster  County,  Brigade  Major  and 
Inspector;  ' 

Robert  Heart  of  Orangetown,  Rockland  County,  Brigade  Quar- 
termaster. 

The  third  brigade. 

Michael  S.  Vandercook  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  County,  Brig- 
ade Major  and  Inspector; 
Deane  Edson  of  Essex,  County  of  Essex,  Brigade  Quartermaster. 

The  fourth  brigade. 
Moses  I.  Cantine  of  Catskill,  Greene  County,  Brigade  Major 
and  Inspector; 
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Leonard  H.  Gansevoort  of    Northumberland,    Saratoga    Co., 
r.ii<:ado  Quartermaster. 

The  fifth  brigade. 
Kobert  Shoemaker  of  German  Flats.  Herkimer  County,  Brigade 
Major  and  Inspector; 
Henry  Seymour  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  County,  Brigade  Quar- 

ter master.  .   ^,  ,    •     a 

The  sixth  brigade. 

'  ^  Thomas  Greenley  of  Hamilton,  Madison  County,  Brigade  Major 

and  Inspector; 

Nathaniel  R.  Packard  of  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego  Co.,  Brigade 

Quartermaster. 

The  seventh  brigade. 

Julius  Keyes  of  Clarence,  ^-ulgaru  Couuty,  Brigade  Major  and 

Inspector; 

Henry  Wells  of  Elmira,  Tioga  County,  Brigade  Quartermaster. 

The  eighth  brigade. 
Joseph  Lord  of  Canaan,  Columbia  County,  Brigade  Major  and 

Inspector; 
Jeremiah    Anderson    of    Harison.    Westchester    Co.,    Brigade 

Quartermaster. 

The  Generals  of  divisions  and  brigades  are  to  select  their  aids- 
d..-ramp,  and  the  Lieut.  Colonels  their  regimental  staffs;  and 
every  otVicer  commanding  a  detached  regiment  shall  forthwith 
transmit  to  the  Adjutant  (i.Mieral  a  Roster  of  the  names  and 
l.laces  of  residence  of  the  liekl  and  stalY  ollicers;  an  accurate  in- 
spection return;  and  correct  copies  of  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
companies  and  troop,  tlu-rmf;  and  shall  also  convey  an  exact 
copy  of  the  said  inspection  r.-iurn  to  the  Commander  of  the  bri- 
gade to  which  his  corps  is  attached,  wh<.  -l.all  immediately  there- 
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after  make  out  an  inspection  return  of  his  brigade,  and  send  it  t.> 
tbe  general  of  the  division,  that  he  may,  in  due  season,  transmit 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  an  Inspection  return  thereof.  And 
Muster  rolls  and  inspection  returns  of  companies  and  troops  whii 
have  volunteered  their  services  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  tlir 
sixth  day  of  February  last,  must  be  promptly  transmitted  to  th»- 
Adjutant  General,  that  such  corps  may  be  organized  and  officers 
assigned,  by  subsequent  orders,  to  command  them. 

The  commanding  officer  of  each  division  of  Infantry  of  this 
State,  shall  without  delay  indicate  to  every  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
herein-named,  for  that  purpose,  the  particular  regiment  of  those 
detached  from  the  division  he  is  to  command,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately communicate  to  him  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
the  Majors  v^ho  have  been,  or  may  be  assigned  to  every  such  regi- 
ment. 

The  Generals  commanding  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  the 
detachments,  will  as  soon  as  possible,  inform  theAdjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  their  respective 
Aids-de-Camp. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


CLARK  RICE  WINS  HIS  CASE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  19th  June,  1S12. 

The  board  of  officers  appointed  to  settle  the  question  of  rank 
between  Clark  Kico  and  Reuben  Stone  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth  regiment  of  Infantry,  having  decided  in  favor  of  the 
former,  he  has  accordingly  been  appointed  second  Major,  to  take- 
rank  from  the  day  preceding  that  of  the  appointment  of  the 
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!atifr  to  the  office  of  seeund  Major.  The  said  Clark  Rice,  con- 
fi.rii'.ably  to  this  decision  and  appointment,  is  assigned  to  the 
ooiumand  of  second  Major  in  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Kegiment,  and  Major  Stone  will  remain  a  supernumerary  until 
a  vacancy,  or  other  occurrence  shall  render  it  proper  for  him  to 
resume  a  command  as  Major  in  the  line  of  the  said  Regiment. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


two  additional  regiments  of  riflemen. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  20th.  1812. 

Pursuant  to  a  provision  for  that  purpose  contained  in  the  Act 
entitled,  ''  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  June  the  19th.  1S12;  the 
Commander  in  Chief  organizes  the  two  battalions  of  Riflemen, 
heretofore  organized  in  the  City  of  New  York,  into  a  regiment 
of  Riflemen  to  be  called  and  known  as  the  first  regiment  of  rifle- 
man, and  assigns  Major  Francis  McClure  to  the  command 
thereof.  The  companies  composing  the  said  regiment  will  parade 
thive  times  by  companies,  three  times  by  battalions,  and  twice 
by  regiment  in  each  year,  the  times  and  places  of  company  and 
battalion  parades  to  be  ordered  by  the  ^lajors,  and  the  times  and 
phues  of  the  regimental  parades  to  be  prescribed  by  the  com- 
mandant of  the  said  regiment,  until  otherwise  directed  by  Gen- 
eral orders. 

T'ursnant  to  the  authority  above  mentioned,  the  battalion  of 
Ritlciiirn  in  the  Thirty-first  brigadt^  of  Infantry  in  Alliany  County, 
and  the  battalion  of  rillemen  in  the  Eighth  brigade  of  Infantry 
in  Rcnssi^la^r  Counry,  are  also  organized  into  a  regiment  to  be 
^•alifd  and  known  as  the  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  to  the 
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command  whereof  Major  Samuel  ]M.  Lockwood  is  hereby  as 
signed.  The  battalions  of  the  said  regiment  will  parade  under 
the  respective  senior  officers  thereof,  by  companies  and  bat- 
talions as  heretofore  directed;  and  in  addition  thereto,  will 
parade  as  a  regiment  once  in  each  year  under  the  orders  of  the 
Commandant  of  the  said  Eegiment. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding.  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


THE  DECISION  IN  THE  JACQUES  COURT  MARTIAL  SUSTAINED, 

G.  O.:  New  York,  21st  June,  1S12. 

The  Court  Martial  which  re-assembled  on  the  11th  day  of  Xo- 
Tembcr  last  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  its  proceedings  and 
sentence  against  Surgeon  John  D.  Jacques,  having  confirmed  the 
same,  and  the  prisoner  having  appealed  therefrom  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  His  Excelleney  has.  therefore,  maturely  con- 
sidered all  the  circumstances  attending  the  case  and  approves 
thereof. 

Brigadier  General  Steddiford  will  cause  the  said  sentence  to 
be  carried  into  effect. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding.  Juifr,  Adjutant  General. 


-      LIEUT.    COL.     rUEMING    PROMOTED. 

G.  O.:  nead(iuarters,  Albany.  June  12th,  1S12. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleming.  Cnniniaiidanc  of  the  detachment 
of  Militia  of  this  State,  in  \h>-  s<-rvire  of  the  United  States,  sta- 
tioned at  (■)s\vego,  has  bren  ajipointed  to  the  ofhce  of  commis- 
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sary  of  niilirary  jsrores  for  the  western  district.  Should  Lieut. 
Co.  Fleming  accept  and  qualify  to  the  said  otIQce,  Lieutenant 
To) one]  Erastus  Cleveland,  of  Madison  County,  will  succeed  him 
in  the  command  of  the  said  detachment,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


THE  WAR  CLOUD  BREAKS  AT  LAST. 

rROMPT    MEAST"RES    TAKEX    TO    I'KOTECT    NEW    YORK    CITY    AND    THE 
FRONTIER  FROM  THE  THREATENED  INVASION  OF  THE  ENGLISH. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  2Tth,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  required  by  the  President  of  the 
L'nited  States  to  call  into  service  such  part  of  the  13,500  men 
detached  from  the  first  division  of  Infantry  as  may  be  required 
by  General  Bloomfield  for  the  defence  of  the  southern  frontier 
of  this  State.  ^lajor  General  Ci.les  is,  therefore,  hereby  directed 
to  give  notice  thei-euf  to  the  commandants  of  the  brigades  of 
Infantry  composed  of  the  Infantry  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  and 
in  Westchester,  Kings  and  Richmond  Co.inties,  and  to  order  the 
commandants  of  tlio>e  brigades  to  call  out  and  send  their  re.spec- 
tive  dt'tachnients  into  service,  upon  sueh  requisition  of  General 
Bloomfield.  without  waiting  for  further  division  oideis  for  that 
j)ur];»ose.  General  Coles  will  also  in  concert  with  General  Bloom- 
fif'hl,  and  the  said  eonunandants.  in  anticipation  of  such  requisi- 
tion, fix  beforehand  ujion  the  sig?i;ils  for  asS'  mbling  the  detach- 
ments njuui  ihe  ]>lac(^s  at  which  they  shall  ri'S])ectively  rendez- 
vous, and  upon  the  route  ihey  shall  resjiectively  pursue  to  their 
d«\stined  post,  so  as  to  create  as  little  confusion  and  interference 
as  possible,  at  the  moment  of  commencing  tl:eir  scrs  ii  e;  and  will 
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also  notify  tbe  General  and  field  Officers  thereof.  Major  Gen- 
eral Coles  will  also  arrange  with  General  Bloomfield,  and  with 
the  State  Commissary,  the  places  and  manner  of  supplying  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  that  portion  of  the  detachment  which  may 
be  ordered  into  field  service,  and  may  be  destitute  of  arms. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  entreats  the  prompt  and  earnest  at- 
tention of  the  Major  General  to  the  above  objects,  and  assures 
him  of  his  entire  confidence  in  his  patriotism  and  military  zeal 
and  in  his  disposition  to  render  every  assistance  in  his  power 
towards  such  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  may  bring  it 
to  a  speedy,  honorable  and  successful  termination. 
By  order  of  the  Comm'r  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  27th.  1812. 

The  Ct)mmander  in  Chief  is  required,  by  the  President  to  order 
into  service,  upon  the  requisition  of  General  Bloomfield.  for  the 
defence  of  the  Southern  frontier  of  this  State,  a  part  of  the 
detachment  of  13,500  men.  Major  General  Stevens  will  there- 
fore, by  division  orders,  require  General  Morton  to  order  out, 
upon  the  rei[uisition  aforesaid,  such  part  of  the  detacliment  from 
his  brigade  of  Artillery  as  may  not  already  have  been  called 
upon  for  that  purpose;  and  in  case  of  invasion  of  any  part  of  the 
southern  district  of  this  State,  he  will,  by  virtue  of  this  order^ 
consider  himself  fully  authorized  to  call  out  immediately,  the 
whole  of  the  said  brigade  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such 
invasion. 

General  Stevens  is  also  required  to  devisi'  and  announce  beiore- 
hand,  a  plan  for  assembling  the  artillery  detachment,  and  also 
the  whole  brigade,  most  expeditiously  nj»on  a  sudden  emergency; 
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f<i  fix  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  detachments 
and  their  line  of  march  to  the  respective  places  of  their  destina- 
tion, so  as  not  to  interfere  with  or  retard  each  other.  Much  reli- 
ance is  placed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  intelligence, 
•  xperience  and  patriotism  of  Major  General  Stevens,  and  upon 
his  devotedness  to  render  important  services  to  his  country  in 
the  present  trying  crisis;  and  his  Excellency  confidently  hopes 
that  the  General  will  exert  his  talents,  his  influence,  and  his 
ofllcial  authority  to  produce  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
as  a  most  certain  means  of  ensuing  a  speedy,  ho"orable  and  pros- 
jterous  termination  of  it,  and  a  consequent  happy  and  durable 
peace. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  June  27th,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  desired  by  the  President  to  order 
into  service,  upon  the  requisition  of  General  Bloomfield,  a  part 
of  the  detachment  of  13,500  of  the  militia  of  this  State.  Major 
General  Van  Rensselaer  will,  therefore,  without  delay,  direct 
Brigadier  Genl.  Giles,  upon  sucli  requisition,  to  order  our  (to) 
service  the  detachment  from  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  Odie's  regiment  of 
cavalry;  and  in  anticipation  of  and  preparatory  to  such  requisi- 
tion, to  fix  upon  the  mode  of  communicating  to  the  detachment 
the  speediest  notice  thereof;  to  establish  the  places  of  rendez- 
vous for  the  several  troops  of  the  detachment,  and  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  officers;  to  prescribe  the  route  of  march  to  the 
place  of  destination,  and  to  nuike  and  announce  all  other  neces- 
sary preparatory  arrangements  for  the  most  speedy  assemblage^ 
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and  for  the  greatest  usefulness  of  the  sa'd  dearhment,  whenever 
General  Bloomfield  shall  make  the  said  renuisKion. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  iu  Chief: 

William  Taulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


TWO  PROMOTIONS. 

^•^•-  New  York,  3d  July,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  brevet  Robert  Thorburn 
and  John  Van  Kleeck  as  Ensigns  in  the  One  hundred  and  sixth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


HONORS  TO  THE  HERO  OF  FORT  SCHUYLER. 

<3ENERAL   ORDER  ISSUED   OUT   OF   RESPECT   TO  THE   MEMORY   OF   GEN. 
FETER  GANSEVOORT.* 

^-  ^•'  Headquarters.  Albany,  July  2d,  1S12. 

The  Comm'r  in  Chief  has  received  with  sincere  sorrow  infor- 
mation Of  the  death  of  General  Peter  Gansevoort.  His  distin- 
guished  services  in  the  Revolution,  and  his  uniform  usefulness 

,,T'Z  ^^"'"^°°^^  ^^^  ^n  in  Albany.  N.  Y..  July'^l^di.d  ia  tbat  city  July  2, 
i?.;  f?  T,!-?""°  '°'^'''-  "-^  "^■■^  appointed  Mnior  of  the  Second  New  York  Regi- 
ment July  19.  l,,o.  and  accompanird  the  Array  of  Invasion  to  Canada  und-^r  the  lamented 
Montgomery.  November  :;..  1776.  he  was  promoted  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and 
appomted  to  the  command  of  Fort  George.  April  17.  1777.  h.  was  in  charge  of  Fort 
Schu.ler.  wh.ch  had  originally  been  known  a.  Fort  Stanwix,  and  suceessfully  d.fendcd 
It  aga.ost  the  British  and  Indians  under  St.  Lrg.r,  and  by  his  rc.istenee  broke  Bur- 
goyne  s  combinations,  and  contribut.  d  largely  in  enforcing  the  surrender  at  Saratoga 

It  was  at  Fort  Schuyl.r  that  the  first  Unir.d  Stnt-s  flag  was  unfurled  to  the  breeze. 
For  h,s  services  at  Fort  Schuyler  he  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  He  accompanied 
Sulhvan  .n  h,s  western  expedition  in  1779.  and  with  a  body  of  picked  men  surprised 
the  Lower  Mohawk  Castle  and  captured  all  the  Indian  lnhabit.-.nts.  For  this  act  of 
gallantry  he  was  appoint.d  Brit:adier-Gf neral  by  tUo  Legislature  of  New  York. 

After  tlie  War  of  the  Rrvolution,  he  accompanied  Washington  on  his  tour  over  the 
northern  battle-Q.  Ids.  He  occupied  a  conspicuous  position  in  the  controversy  caused 
by  the  Now  Hampshire  land  grants,  and  subsequently  was  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  Commissioner  for  fortifying  the  frontieis. 

In  lSu3  he  was  made  Brigadler-Geaeral  in  the  U.  S.  Army. 
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lluoiigli  life,  endeared  him  to  every  patriotic  citizen;  those  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  in  particular,  who  have  been  under  his  com- 
mand as  Major  General  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  as  a 
i;rigadier  General  of  the  present  army  of  the  United  States,  will 
wirh  ardor  unite  in  every  suitable  testimonal  of  respect  for  his 
character  and  services. 

The  Comm'r  in  Chief,  therefore,  directs  the  following  corps 
and  detachments  to  rendezvous  at  the  Ca{)itol  in  the  City  of  Al- 
bany to  morrow  afternoon  (,3d  July)  at  three  o'clock,  to  inter  the 
ri-mains  of  the  deceased  with  military  honors.  Lieut.  Col.  Lock- 
wood's  regiment  of  riflemen,  excepting  the  Bethlehem  and  Guil- 
derland  companies,  the  Albany  volunteers  attached  to  Col.  Yis- 
cher's  regiment  of  infantry;  Cap'ain  Humphrey's,  Captain  Schuy- 
ler's and  Captain  Van  Alen's  troop  of  cavalry,  from  Col.  Wester- 
loe's  regiment;  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Davis  will  detach,  and  order 
to  rendezvous  as  aforesaid  the  light  Infantry  companies  attached 
to  his  regiuient.  Captain  Walker's  company,  except  a  detach- 
ment thereof,  sufficient  to  manage  the  held  pieces,  will  assemble 
at  the  same  time  and  place;  the  whole  will  be  formed  by  and 
subject  to  the  orders  of  General  Trotter,  who  will  be  command- 
ing officer  on  the  occasion. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  McLean,  Jun'r,  Priv.  Secr'y. 


WAR  OFFICIALLY  DFCLARED. 

TIIK     COMMANDER     IN     CHIEF'S     EFFORTS     TO     INSPIRE     CONFIDENCE, 
ENERGY  AND  P.VTRIOTISM  AMONG  THE  TROOPS. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1S12. 

I  am  officially  informed  that  War  is  declared  between  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  its  dependencies, 
and  th(>  United  States  of  America  and  the  territories  thereof. 
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You  will  see  bj  the  enclosed  papers  that  I  have  assigned  you 
a  Major  General  of  that  part  of  the  detachment  of  13,500  which 
is  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  in  Rockland,  Ulster  and 
Orange  Counties  on  the  West  side.     I  expect  much  from  your 
influence,   experience   and   patriotism.     Col.   Miller   and   Major 
Smith  of  your  place  are  also  assigned  and  will  be  under  jour 
orders.     I  have  also  ordered  Brigadier  General  Pettit  to  repair 
to  Plattsburgh  and  receive  your  orders  and  directions.     It  would 
also  be  well  to  keep  up  a  communication  and  understanding 
with  the  officers  on  the  Vermont  side  of  the  Lake.     Additional 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  leave  this  (to-morrow)  morning  for  your 
quarter  and  will  proceed  without  a  moment's  delay.     The  pro- 
portion of  the  1.3,500  detached  from  Washington,  Essex,  Clinton 
and  Franklin  are  subject  to  your  divisiou  orders  by  virtue  hereof, 
whenever  you  may  think  proper  to  call  on  them;  you  also  know 
that  by  the  militia  law,  you  may  order  out  the  whole  militia 
of  your  division,  whether  belonging  to  the  detachment  or  not. 
in  case  of  invasion.     Everything  on  my  part  shall  be  done  to 
forward  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  inhabitants 
of  Franklin  and  Clinton  Counties  perfectly  safe.     I  rely  upon 
your  best  efforts  and  upon  the  patriotism  of  every  good  citizen 
to  afford  every  possible  assistance. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  .Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Major  General  Benjamin  Mooers. 


PLATTSBURG  REGARDED  AS  ONE  OP  TfTE  KEYS  OF  THE  SITUATION. 

^-  ^•'  Headquarters,  Albany,  23d  June,  1S12. 

You  are  assigned  to  command  the  most  northerly  brigade  of 
a  detachment  of  13,500  men.     The  declaration  of  war  between 
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the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  its  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  renders  it  proper  that  I  should 
Lhus  early  require  your  services.  You  will  therefore,  please  to 
rt-pair  to  Plattsburgh,  and  concert  measures  with  Maj.  Genl. 
Mooers,  under  whose  command  you  will  be,  for  the  security  and 
protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Clinton  and  Franklin  Counties. 
The  detachment  from  Washington,  Essex,  Clinton  and  Frank- 
lin Counties  are  subject  to  his  orders  immediately. 

You  will  see  the  arsenal  at  Elizabethtowu,  Essex  County,  on 
your  way,  and  will  understand  that  additional  supplies  of  arms, 
ammunition,  &:c.,  leave  this  to-morrow  morning  for  Plattsburgh. 
You  may  call  to  your  assistance  and  into  service  the  Inspector 
of  the  detached  Brigade,  and  your  Aid-de-Camp  whenever  you 
deem  it  necessary.  You  will  also  report  to  me  by  mail,  or  by 
express,  if  it  be  necessary,  your  proceedings  and  requisitions,  as 
often  as  possible,  and  are  at  liberty  to  draw  on  me  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  needful  expenses  and 
contingencies  of  the  emergency.  I  rely  mucli  upon  your  vigi- 
lance and  patriotism,  and  vest  you  accordingly  with  a  liberal 
discretion. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Brig'r  General  Micajah  Pettit. 


LOOKING  AFTER  THE  CENTRAL  LAKE  FRONT. 

G.  O.:  *  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1812. 

War  is  declared  by  the  United  States  against  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  its  dependencies.  You  will  there- 
fore be  vigilant  and  attentive  to  the  safety  of  the  frontier  of 
Onondaga.    You  are  by  this  letter  authorized  to  order  out  Major 
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Moselej's  battalion  of  riflemen  (two  companies),  Captain  Mul- 
holland's  Company  of  artillery  or  any  other  part  of  the  volunteer 
or  detached  troops  of  your  brigade,  to  reinforce  the  Oswego  de- 
tachment, upon  the  requisition  of  the  Commandant  of  that  post. 
Should  Col.  Fleming  accept  the  otlice  of  Commissary  to  which 
he  is  appointed,  Lt.  Col.  Erastus  Cleveland  of  Madison  County, 
will  succeed  him  in  that  command. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Brisr'r  General  John  Ellis. 


THE  NIAGARA  FRONT  NOT  OVERLOOKED. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  2M,  1S12. 

You  will  please  to  order  out  immediately,  and  send  on  in  such 
small  detachments  as  can  be  accommodated  on  the  road,  the 
troops  detached  from  Ontario,  Genesee  and  Niagara,  as  part  of 
the  13,500  men.  They  may  be  diuipped  from  the  Arsenal  with 
arms  and  ammunition;  their  clothing  and  blankets  must  be 
found  by  themselves.  Camp  kettles,  and  other  camp  equipage 
will  be  forwarded  immediately.  Every  oflicer  and  every  citizen 
who  values  the  safety  of  his  fellow  citizens  on  the  frontier. 
and  the  dignity  and  honor  of  his  country,  will  exert  him- 
self to  the  utmost  to  inspire  mutual  confidence,  to  obviate 
as  much  as  possible  the  dilliculties  incident  to  the  as- 
semblage of  militia  detachments,  and  by  every  possible 
act  of  kindness,  to  assist  and  expedite  the  movements  of  the 
brave  men  who  turn  out  in  behalf  of  their  country.  Genl.  Wads- 
worth  is  ordered  into  service  and  will  take  the  command  for  the 
present,  of  the  detachment  already  out,  and  of  the  troops  which 
may  be  ordered  into  service  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
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The  declaration  of  war  between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
aud  Ireland  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  United  States,  which 
declaration  is  enclosed,  will  call  for  the  services  of  officers  of  a 
hij,'her  grade  than  Brigadier  General,  in  a  short  time,  and  you 
v>\\l  please  hold  yourself  in  readiness  accordingly.  The  troops 
are  of  course  to  act  offensively  whenever  an  opportunity  pre- 
sents, and  the  commanding  officer  may  deem  it  to  ba  for  the  good 
of  the  country. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Major  General  Amos  Hall. 


ORDNANCE  AND  QUARTERMASTER  SUPPLIES  FOR  NIAGARA. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1812. 

You  will  exert  yourself  to  forward  the  military  stores  which 
may  be  wanted  from  Canaudaigua  towards  the  Niagara  frontier, 
and  to  supply  every  deficiency  as  far  as  may  be  practicable.  H 
you  can  procure  cannon  ball  to  be  cast,  let  it  be  done  and  let 
them  suit  the  calibers  of  sixes,  fours  and  threes.,  I  have  ordered 
a.Mitional  troops  to  the  frontier;  of  course  great  exertions  must 
be  made  to  have  them  accommodated  in  every  respect;  this  duty 
will  fall  on  your  department  at  present,  and  I  shall  expect  your 
usual  skill,  promptness  and  patriotism  in  the  performance  of 
thorn.  Camp  kettles,  a  few  tents,  and  some  knapsacks,  and  a 
quantity  of  cannon  ball  will  bo  sent  on  to-morrow,  with  orders 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Genl.  Wadsworth  is  or- 
dered on  with  the  detached  troops  of  Ontnrio.  Genesee  and  Nia- 
gara, to  take  the  command,  accommodate  them,  feed  them,  cher- 
23. 
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ish  them.     They  will  act  offensively  whenever  it  may  be  judged 
proper. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Quartermaster  General  Peter  B.  Porter. 


PUSHING  WAR  SUPPLIES  TO  BLACK  ROCK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1S12, 

War  is  declared  between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  territories  thereof.  As  the  Brigadier  assigned  to  com- 
mand the  most  westerly  detachment,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
assemble  the  volunteers  and  detached  troops  of  Ontario,  Genesee, 
and  Magaia  Counties,  to  cause  them  to  be  equipped  with  arms 
and  ammunition  at  the  Ontario  and  Batavia  arsenals.  You  are 
also  at  liberty  to  require  the  use  of  and  transport  with  the  troops, 
the  field  pieces  attached  to  such  companies  of  Artillery  within 
the  district  above  mentioned  as  shall  not  volunteer  or  turn  out  in 
defence  of  the  country  with  patriotic  promptitude.  Ball  for  the 
cannon  and  the  other  articles  in  which  the  Arsenals  are  deficient, 
will  be  forwarded  without  delay. 

In  the  meantime,  you  will  be  pleased  to  exert  yourself  to  pro- 
mote a  disposition  to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, and  may  proceed  to  Black  Rock  with  the  troops.  You  may 
collect  or  go  directly  to  Lt.  Col.  Swift,  and  order  the  troops  to 
follow.  You  are  at  liberty  to  act  offensively  as  well  as  defen- 
sively, according  as  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  may 
appear  most  for  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  United  States  and 
the  g<H:td  people  theri-of. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Brig'r  General  William  Wadsworth. 
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officers  directed  to  be  upon  the  alert. 
O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1S12. 

I  am  just  informed  officially,  that  war  is  declared  between  the 
United  States  and  their  territories,  and  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof.  You 
will  therefore  be  on  the  alert,  and  ready  with  the  troops  under 
your  command  to  act  offensively  and  defensively  as  emergencies 
and  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  may  dictate.  A  general 
officer  will  be  dispatched  to  take  the  command  of  the  frontier 
troops  immediately,  and  you  will  be  reinforced  with  the  utmost 
expedition.  In  the  meantime,  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  for 
the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  honor  and  security  of  the 
United  States. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Lt.  Col.  Christopher  P.  Bellinger. 


NEW  YORK  LEFT  TO  PROTECT  HER  OWN  FRONTIER. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  23d,  1S12. 

War  is  declared  between  the  United  States  and  their  terri- 
tories, and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Groat  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  dependencies  thereof.  This  event  will  call  forth  the  energies 
of  every  friend  to  his  country,  and  more  especially  of  those  oAi- 
cers  who  are  assigned  to  command  the  military  forces.  You  will 
have  received,  ere  this,  the  Gi-neral  Order  assigning  you  to  the 
command  of  one  of  theBrigndt'S  (l.nached  from  the  militia  of  this 
State  in  anticipation  of  the  event  which  is  now  announced.  Our 
militia  law  mak<'s  pn^vision  for  calling  out  Ihi'  brigade  yon  now 
ci»minand  in  caso  <jf  invasion,  and  you  are  hen-by  omjhoworcd  to 
T'-inforce  Col.  I'.clliiiger's  with  the  militia  delachmcMit  from  Jof- 
f**r.s<m,  Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence  Counties,  and  to  arm  them  and 
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equip  them  at  the  State  Arsenals  at  Russel  and  Watertowu,  if 
in  your  opinion,  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  or  any  imporraut 
object  to  be  accomplished  shall  require  it. 

I  place  much  reliance  on  your  vigilance,  abilities  and  valor  in 
protecting  our  frontier  inhabitants  until  the  arrival  of  further 
troops  and  supplies  which  will  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost 
practicable  expedition. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Brig'r  General  Jacob  Brown. 

P.  S.  Let  Col.  Benedict  turn  out  with  the  St.  Lawrence  de- 
tachment immediately,  to  guard  the  frontier  from  Ogdensburg  to 
St.  Regis,  and  station  them  as  may  be  best  calculated  for  that 

purpose;  they  may  arm  from  the  Russel  arsenal. 

W.  P. 


ORDERING  TROOPS  TO  THE  FRONT  ALL  ALONG  THE  LINE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  2r)th,  1812. 

You  will  please  to  order  the  detachment  of  Infantry  from  your 
brigade  into  service  and  direct  them  to  assemble  at  Sandy  Hill 
in  Washington  County,  where  tents,  some  knapsacks  and  other 
conveniences  will  be  ready  for  them.  They  will  from  thence  pro- 
ceed under  the  orders  of  Lt.  Col.  Greene,  who  is  assigned  to  com- 
mand the  regiment  detached  from  the  two  Washington  brigades. 
The  battalion  from  your  brigade  will  proceed  to  Whitehall,  and 
from  thence  by  water  to  Plattsburgh  in  Clinton  County,  or  will 
proceed  by  land  through  Vt'i-mont  to  Burlington  or  Grand  Ish-, 
and  from  thence  cros.-^  l>akt'  Chauiphiiu  to  IMatrsburgh.  as  may  be 
deemed  best. 

Should  uniform  companies  of  Light  Infantry.  Grenadiers  or 
Rillemen,  who  may  be  volunt(HM"s  as  part  of  the  detachment,  or 
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iiiulri-  tlie  act  cf  Conj^a-ess  of  the  sixth  of  February  hist  be  ready 
to  march,  they  will  be  preferred.  Should  volunteers  of  the  above 
description  offer  and  rendezvous  at  Sandy  Hill,  ion  the  day  ap- 
IM>inted,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  the  detachment 
of  militia  not  uniformed  will  be  dispensed  with  until  further 
orders,  but  for  the  deficiency  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  volun- 
teers of  uniform  companies,  the  detached  militia  will  be  required. 
Tlit\v  must  come  provided  with  blankets  at  all  events,  and  knap- 
Kiicks.  muskets  and  cartridge  'boxes  if  they  have  them.  Those 
who  are  properly  armed  will  be  preferred,  and  those  who  are  not 
supplied  with  good  muskets,  bayonets  and  cartridge  boxes,  must 
take  with  them  such  as  they  have,  and  will  be  supplied  with 
irood  ones  in  exchange  from  the  Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh  on  their 
arrival. 

I  rely  upon  your  usual  alacrity  and  patriotism  in  the  discharge 
of  your  military  duties,  to  comply  with  this  order,  with  the  ut- 
most possible  expedition  and  I  trust  that  when  you  reflect  upon 
tlH'  indispensable  nature  of  the  service  upon  Avhich  the  detach- 
ment is  destined,  the  [uotection  of  our  frontier  brethren,  and  their 
Mives  and  children  from  massacre  by  savages;  and  from  the 
d<'predations  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  you  and  every 
other  oHlctT  and  every  good  citizen,  will  join  heart  and  hand  in 
forwaiding  the  exe<-ution  of  this  rcijuisition  by  every  possible 
encouragement  and  assistance.  The  sixth  day  of  July  next,  at 
ten  o'clofk.  in  the  forenoon,  is  the  time  at  which  the  delachmeut 
fruMi  yc.ur  brigade  v.  ill  assemble.  Major  Sackrider  must  be  noti- 
lied  and  be  ready  to  assume  the  rnnimand  of  and  matrh  with  the 
<letar]imenr. 

r>y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

^\"illiam  rankling.  .lun'r.  Adjutant  ricneral. 

To  r.rig'r  (leaeral  Micajah  PeliiL 
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artillery  ordered  to  plattsburg. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  26,  1S12. 

Please  to  send  on  four  field  pieces  attached  to  your  regiment. 
sixes  or  threes,  to  White  Hall,  to  go  -with  other  stores  to  Phitts- 
burgh.  You  are  at  liberty,  by  virtue  of  this  to  call  on  any  of  your 
captains  for  their  pieces  for  that  purpose,  and  to  take  them  into 
the  public  service,  and  such  captains  shall  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
may  be  with  others. 

Organize  your  detached  regiment  without  delay,  and  hold  your- 
self in  readiness  to  be  on  duty  in  a  moment  upon  receipt  of  orders. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Lt.  Colonel  Stephen  Thorn. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  20,  1S12. 

.  You  will  proceed  with  the  military  stores  and  articles  direct 
to  Whitehall  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  from  whence  you  will  transport 
them,  together  with  the  cannon  ball  belonging  to  the  State,  lying 
at  Whitehall  to  Plattsburg,  and  Essex  Arsenals  in  the  proportions 
mentioned  in  the  bill  heretofore  furnished  to  you.  You  will  go 
through  Granville  yourself  and  call  on  Col.  Thorn  and  see  if  he 
can  furnish  you  with  field  pieces  from  his  regiment  to  take  on; 
if  an  immediate  conveyance  by  water  cannot  be  obtained,  you 
will  proceed  by  land  with  the  articles  for  Plattsburgh  thro'  Vt.'r- 
mont  to  Burliiigton,  and  from  thence  send  for  Gun  P.oats.  an<l 
other  vessels  from  Phittsburgh,  or  employ  them  at  lUirlingron. 
to  transport  the  articles  to  Plattsburgh,  and  from  the  profH-r 
point  oil  Vermont  sli*)re  smd  across  those  for  FJi/.abethlowii. 
Essex  County;  <'ol.  Clark  of  I'.urliugton  (Ix'longing  to  the  regular 
troo[ts)  will  ujKMi  request  give  you  i>very  assistance  in  his  power. 
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You  are  vested  with  full  discretion  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  your  mission  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  will  return  after 
delivering  the  property  with  the  utmost  expedition  and  report  to 
me  in  writing  your  proceedings. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Major  Mills. 


CAVALRY  AND  INFANTRY  ALSO   ORDERED. 

Q  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  27,  1812. 

I  have  ordered  the  detachment  from  De  Kidder's  Brigade  to 
assemble  at  Salem  on  the  7th  of  July,  and  from  thence  to  pro- 
ceed to  Plattsburgh.  The  detachment  from  Pettit's  assembles  at 
Sandy  Hill,  on  the  Gth  of  July,  and  from  thence  proceeds  to 
Plattsburgh.  Lt.  Col.  Thorne  is  directed  to  have  one  company  of 
Artillery  ready  to  proceed  with  De  Kidder's  Detachment,  and  Lt. 
Col.  Fitzgerald  has  orders  to  send  one  company  of  cavalry.  The 
Essex  detachment  is  also  ordered  into  service  and  is  to  proceed 
to  Plattsburgh.  The  whole  are  to  report  themselves  to  you,  and 
receive  and  obey  your  orders. 

One  hundred  and  forty  tents,  sixty  camp  kettles,  and  forty 
pnils  will  come  on  with  the  detachments;  these,  together  with 
the  muskets,  cannon  and  ammunition,  camp  kettles  and  knap- 
sacks forwarded  by  :Major  :Mills,  and  antecedently  at  Platts- 
burgh, will,  I  trust,  answer  every  temporary  purpose.  At  any 
rate  they  are  all  which  I  can  furnish  at  present.  The  above  men- 
tioiud  fiu-ce  and  eiiuipments,  added  to  the  regular  troops  at 
Piaitsburgh,  and  the  Crmlou  and  rranklin  militia,  will,  I  hope, 
be  ample  for  the  protection  of  the  Champlaiu  frontier  for  the 
present. 
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I  place  grent  reliance  upon  your  experience,  influence  and  mili- 
tary zeal,  in  the  disposition  and  use  of  the  troops  which  will  be 
under  your  command. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Maj.  General  Benj'm.  Mooers. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ALIVE  TO  THE  DANGER  TO  OUR  FRONTIER. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  -7,  1S12. 

The  detachment  of  Militia  from  your  brigade  is  hereby  ordered 
into  service.  The  detachment  from  the  Essex  regiments  will 
rendezvous  at  such  times  and  phices  as  you  may  appoint.  Such 
of  them  as  can  conveniently  assemble  at  Elizabethtown,  and  may 
not  be  armed,  will  arm  and  equip  themselves  from  the  Arsenal  at 
that  place;  they  must  supply  themselves  invariably  with  blankets 
and  with  knapsacks  if  they  have  them.  Such  equipments  as 
they  possess  will  be  taken  with  them,  and  if  defective,  they  will 
be  exchanged  at  the  i»ublic  arsenals. 

The  contingent  of  transporting  the  detachment  from  Essex  to 
Plattsburgli  will  be  defrayed  by  the  bearer,  Capt.  Campbell,  with 
whom  you  will  please  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
that  purpose.  Major  Xoble  will  take  the  command  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  Dean  Edson  who  is  assigned  as  Brigade  Quartermaster, 
will  also  accompany  the  detachment  to  Plattsburgh.  Major  Xoble 
will  report  himself  on  his  arrival  to  ^lajor  Genl.  Mooers,  and  re- 
ceive his  orders.  lirigade  Quartermaster  Edson  will  wait  at 
Plattsburgh  ihe  ai-ri\al,  or  instructions  of  Brigadier  General 
Miciijah  Petiit.  of  ^\';lshingloIl  County. 

The  detarlimeiit  from  Clinton  will  rendezvous  at  Plattsburgh, 
and  that  from  Franklin  will  rei\dezvous  and  remain  at  Malone  in 
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siiid  County,  until  orders  slinll  be  received  from  Major  General 
Mooers.  The  Hattering  accounts  -wliicli  I  have  received  of  your 
niilitary  talents  and  of  your  active  and  zealous  patriotism,  makes 
nie  rely,  with  confidence,  upon  the  earliest  possible  fulfilment  of 
this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Brig'r  General  Daniel  Wright. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  27,  1S12. 

You  will  please  to  order  the  detachment  of  Infantry  from  your 
brigade,  into  service,  and  direct  them  to  assemble  and  rendezvous 
in  Palem  in  Washington  County,  where  tents,  some  knapsacks 
and  other  conveniences  will  be  ready  for  them.  They  will,  from 
thence,  proceed  under  the  orders  of  Lt.  Col.  Green,  who  is  as- 
signed to  command  the  regiment  detached  from  the  two  Wash- 
ington Brigades.  They  either  will  proceed  to  White  Hall,  and 
from  thence  by  water  to  Plattsburgh  in  Clinton  County,  or  will 
go  by  land  through  Vermont  to  Burlington  or  Grand  Isle,  and 
thence  across  Lake  Champlain  to  Plattsburgh,  as  may  be  most 
advisable.  Should  uniform  companies  of  light  Infantry  Grena- 
diers or  Riflemen,  who  may  be  volunteers  as  part  of  the  detach- 
ment, or  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  sixth  of  February  last, 
be  ready  to  march,  they  will  be  preferred.  One  company  of  Ar- 
tillery will  be  accepted. 

Should  volunteers  of  the  above  description  offer,  and  rendez- 
vous at  Salem,  on  the  day  appointed  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred, tlip  militia  dftachmeuts  \sill  bo  disprTised  with  until  fur- 
ther orders;  but  I'or  the  delicieufy  of  three  hundred  volunteers, 
till'  <lotarhe(l  militia  will  bo  I'ociuii-ed.     They  must  rom(^  provided 
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with  blankets,  at  all  events,  and  with  knapsacks,  muskets,  and 
cartridge  boxes  if  they  have  them.  Those  who  are  properly 
armed  will  be  preferred,  and  those  who  are  not  supplied  with 
good  muskets,  bayonets,  and  cartridge  boxes,  must  take  with 
them  such  as  they  have,  and  will  be  supplied  with  good  ones,  in 
exchange  from  the  Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh,  on  their  arrival. 

I  rely  upon  your  usual  alacrity  and  patriotism  in  the  discharge 
of  your  military  duties  to  comply  with  this  order  with  the  utmost 
possible  expedition,  and  I  trust  that  when  you  reflect  upon  the 
indispensable  nature  of  the  service  upon  which  the  detachment 
is  destined,  the  protection  of  our  frontier  brethren,  their  wives, 
and  children,  from  massacre  by  savages,  or  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  you  and  every  other 
ofiicer  and  every  good  citizen,  will  join  heart  and  hand  in  for- 
warding the  execution  of  this  requisition  by  every  possible  en- 
couragement and  assistance.  Capt.  Campbell,  the  bearer  of  this 
communication,  will  accompany  the  detachment,  and  defray  all 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  journey.  The  detachment  of  your 
brigade  will  be  ordered  to  assemble  at  8aleni.  on  Tuesday  the 
seventh  day  of  July,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  equipped  for 
their  march  and  for  actual  service. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  r.rig'r  General  Simon  De  Rider. 


THE  GOVEUXOR  ISSUES  ORDERS   RE<1AUDING  THE  CARE  AND   WELFARE 
OF  TROOPS   IN   THE   FIELD. 

^'  ^■'  nead(iiiarit'is,  Albany,  June  20.  1S12. 

You  are  assigm^d  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  detached 
from  the  two  brigades  in  \Vashingl..n.     That  Krgiment  is  ordered 
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into  service  to  rendevvous  in  battalions.  The  battalion  from  De 
liider's  brigade  will  rendezvous  at  Salem,  and  that  from  Pettifs 
at  Sandy  Hill;  tbey  will  proceed  from  Salem  and  Sandy  Hill  to 
White  Hall,  and  from  thence  to  Plattsburgh  by  water  or  by  land 
on  the -Vermont  side  (without  going  to  Whitehall)  to  Burlington 
ur  Grand  Isle,  and  from  thence  across  the  lake  to  Plattsburgh  in 
(.'lintoii  County,  as  may  be  judged  most  expeditious  and  proper. 

All  tliat  are  deficient  in  e([uipments  on  their  arrival  at  Platts- 
burgh. will  be  supplied  from  the  State  Arsenal  in  that  place. 
They  must,  however,  take  with  them  such  equipments  as  they 
may  possess.  Some  tents,  camp  kettles,  Knapsacks,  and  other 
conveniences  will  be  at  each  place  for  their  accommodation.  They 
must  supply  themselves,  universally,  with  blankets  and  all  that 
<an  do  it  will  provide  themselves  with  Knapsacks  also.  You  and 
your  staff  officers  must  exert  yourselves  to  make  the  troops  com- 
fortable, and  to  cause  them  to  conduct  in  the  most  orderly,  con- 
filiatory,  and  satisfactory  manner  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the 
<-ountry  through  which  tbey  may  pass,  and  in  a  i>articular  man- 
ner be  careful  of  the  health  of  the  detachment,  for  which  purpose 
you  must  be  attentive  to  the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  their  pro- 
visions and  keep  a  vigilant  eye  to  the  surgeon's  department. 

On  your  arrival  at  Plattsburgh  you  will  report  yourself  to  Major 
<leneral  Mooers  and  rt  ceive  his  orders.  Should  you  go  by  land 
U  Iturlington,  Col.  Clark  of  the  army  stationed  at  that  ]>lace,  will 
u{K)n  application,  yield  you  every  comfort  and  aid  in  his  power, 
^'apt.  Thomas  Campbell,  who  bears  this  order,  will  act-ompany 
veu.  und  pay  the  contingent  ex[)enscs  (»f  trans[)ortation  to  Platts- 
burgh. 

liy  general  orders  heretofore  issued,  you  are  empowered  to  ap- 
l)0int  your  own  reginwntal  staiT.     You  are  not  contined  in  the  sel- 
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ection  to  any  brigade,  county,  or  persons  already  in  commission, 
and  will  therefore,  make  such  a  selection  as  will  be  most  agreeable 
to  yourself  and  at  the  same  time  most  serviceable  to  the  country. 
An  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  Paymaster,  Chaplain,  Surgeon  and 
Surgeon's  Mate  are  the  commission  ofticers  whom  you  are  to 
select,  and  appoint  without  further  en(iuiry  or  authority.  They 
must,  however,  be  reported  to  me  by  you.  You  will  consider  your- 
self in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States,  from  the  receipt 
c"  this  order,  and  will  devote  yourself  to  the  assemblage  of  the  de- 
tachment at  Sandy  Ilill  and  Salem.  The  detachment  from  Pettit's 
Brigade  will  assemble  at  Sandy  Hill,  on  Monday  the  sixth,  and 
that  from  De  Rider's  on  Tuesday  the  seventh  of  July;  it  will  be 
well  that  such  arrangements  be  made  that  the  detachment  pro- 
ceed in  companies  or  lesser  numbers,  about  twelve  hours  apart, 
so  that  accommodations  may  be  procured  on  the  road  without 
using  tents  and  camp  kettles;  one  field  or  Stall  officer  may  accom- 
pany and  provide  for  each  company  or  squad. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief:  • 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Lt,  Colonel  James  Green. 


MORE  ORDERS  FOR  THE  RENDEZVOUS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  29,  1S12. 

A  principal  part  of  the  detached  brigade  to  which  you  are  as- 
signed as  brigade  Major  an*!  Inspector,  is  ordered  into  service. 
The  detachment  from  General  De  Rider's  brigade  will  rendezvous 
at  Salem,  on  the  seventh  of  July,  at  ten  o'rloek  in  the  forenoon; 
the  detaehment  from  Pel  tit's  un  the  sixth  of  July,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon.  The  detachment  from  Essex  County  will  rendez- 
vous at  such  times  and  places  as  ( o-iil.  Wright  may  ai>ii<>iiit.    Each- 
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detachment,  when  assembled,  will  immediately  march  to  Platts- 
burgh  in  Cliuion  Coimty. 

I  give  you  this  notice  that  you  may  report  to  General  Micajah 
I'ettit,  of  fc?audy  Ilill,  your  acieptauce  or  non-acceptance  of  the 
command  to  which  1  have  assigned  you,  aud  in  case  of  acceptance 
that  you  may  receive  from  him  the  earliest  instructions. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Major  Vaudereook. 
G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  June  29,  1S12. 

The  detachment  from  General  De  Kider's  brigade  of  Infantry  is 
ordered  into  service  to  rendezvous  at  Salem  on  the  7th  of  July,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  Platts- 
burgh  in  Clinton  County,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  be- 
tween Lake  Champlain  and  St.  Regis.  Genl.  De  Eider  is  author- 
ized to  receive  one  company  of  artillery,  detached,  or  volunteers, 
instead  of  so  many  of  the  Infantry  detachments.  You  will  tbere- 
f('re,  exert  yourself  to  have  a  company  of  volunteers,  or  detached 
artillery  at  Salem  at  the  day  and  hour  aforesaid,  to  proceed  upon 
the  service  above  mentioned.  As  no  more  than  one  company  is 
required  at  present,  from  your  numerous  and  extensive  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that  you  will  be  able  to 
obtain  the  necessary  volunteers  from  the  artillery. 

Capt.  Campbell,  the  bearer  hereof,  or  his  agent,  will  be  at  Salem 
on  the  day  appointed,  to  attend  to  the  transportation  of  the  bag- 
gage, etc..  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  troops  on  their  jour- 
ney to  Plattsburgh.  Tents  and  camp  Kettles  will  also  be  there 
for  their  use.  'Sly  advice,  however,  is  for  iheni  to  proceed  in  small 
parties,  without  using  tents,  or  cooking  for  themselves,  so  that 
lodging  and  other  accommodations  may  be  obtained  and  paid  for 
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on  the  road.  For  a  xjrompt  compliance  with  this  first  requisition 
which  I  have  ever  had  occasion  to  make  for  the  services  of  anv 
part  of  your  regiment,  I  rely  upon  your  experience,  influence  and 
patriotic  zeal. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Lt.  Col.  Stephen  Thorn. 


GRAPE,    CANISTER,    OTHER    ORDNANCE    AND    QrARTERMASTER    STORES 
SHIPPED  TO  CANANDAIGUA. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  2d,  1S12. 

I  received  your  letter  last  evening,  and  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  last  week  I  sent  on  about  540  muskets  to  Canandaigua,  mak- 
ing the  supply  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia  3,000;  and  this  day  an 
additional  quantity  of  five  hundred  leaves  this  for  Canandaigua. 
With  the  last  parcel  have  gone  fixed  ammunition,  powder,  some 
camp  kettles,  tents,  drums  and  fifes;  knapsacks  and  cartridge 
paper;  2.50  muskets  and  some  ammunition  have  also  been  for- 
warded to  Steuben  by  Mr.  Townscnd.  Cannon  ball,  with  some 
case,  grape,  and  canister  for  three  and  six  pounders,  are  also  on 
their  way  to  Canandaigua,  with  the  exception  of  tents  of  which 
there  are  none  yet  here;  the  preceding  supply  will  be  ample,  with 
what  Capt.  Leonard  may  have  at  the  fort,  for  the  protection  of 
Niagara  frontier. 

I  hope  you  will  exert  yourself  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers. 
and  amongst  other  things,  supply  some  arms  and  ammunition  to 
the  people  south  of  Buffalo  in  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus.  We 
shall  have  our  hands  full;  but  I  calculate  upon  the  energy  and 
bravery  of  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  western  country  for 
efficient  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  until  regu- 
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lar  troops  shall  approach  the  lines.  In  all  cases  where  your  per- 
sonal services,  by  proceeding  with  detachments  to  the  frontier, 
or  otherwise,  will  be  useful,  go,  and  you  shall  receive  Major  Gen- 
t-cars pay  whilst  out,  but  not  rations.  > 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Major  Genl.  Amos  Hall. 


MINOR   ORDERS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  3d,  1812. 

Whereas  Peter  J.  Vosburgh,  commandant  of  the  fifty-sixth 
regiment,  in  the  twelfth  brigade  of  Infantry  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  has  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  there  is 
a  vacancy  in  the  company  commanded  by  Andries  Whitbeck  in 
his  regiment  of  Ensign  by  the  death  of  Thomas  J.  Eddy,  and  has 
recommended  Lucas  Goes  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fill  said 
vacancy;  the  said  Lucas  Goes  is  therefore  hereby  assigned  and 
brevetted  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  the  Ensign  of  the  afore- 
said company,  to  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  manifested  on  the 
subject.  , 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  :McLean,  Jun'r,  Priv.  Secr'y. 
G.  O.:  Headquartei-s,  Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Your  regiment  forms  part  of  the  detached  brigade  which  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Brown  commands.  You  will  therefore,  consider  your- 
self and  your  officers  and  soldiers,  subject  to  his  command  and 
orders. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
To  Lt.  Colonel  Christopher  P.  Bellinger. 
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G-  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Major  Whaloy  of  Lt.  Col.  Philetus 
Swift's  reg-iment,  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the  regiment  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  and  Major  Frederick  Miller  has  been  selected, 
and  is  now  doing  duty  in  his  stead,  the  assig^nment  of  Major 
Miller  is  hereby  approved  of  and  confirmed,  and  you  will  notify- 
Lt.  Col.  Philetus  Swift  and  Major  Miller  thereof,  and  direct  him 
to  continue  his  services  as  a  major  thereof  regiment,  and  to  be 
obeyed  aiid  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  .Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Brig'r  General  William  ^Vadsworth. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  6th  July,  1812. 

The  brigade  quartermaster  of  the  sixteenth  brigade  of  Infantry, 
having  resigned  his  said  ofQce,  which  resignation  is  accepted;  the 
Commander  in  Chief  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  David  Sill  to 
be  the  brigade  Quartermaster  of  the  said  brigade,  who  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  made  known. 
T>\  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  Cth,  1812. 

DoctT  Jonothan  Hedges,  who  was  assigned  by  General  orders 
of  the  15th  day  of  June  last  as  Surgeon  of  the  detached  regiment 
of  artillery  commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  Stephen  Thorn,  having  de- 
clined the  said  office  in  consequence  of  ill  health;  the  Commander 
in  Chief  assigns  Josephus  P>.  Stuart  of  the  City  of  Albany,  to  be 
surgeon  of  the  said  detachcil  regiment  of  artillery,  and  Samuel 
Field,  Jun'r,  to  be  Surgeon's  mate  thereof. 


State  HiSToniAX.  369 

Then^  being  a  mistake  in  tlie  name  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  said 
,:...i„K-ut  as  announced  in  the  former  General  Order,  the  Comm-r 
L  Chief  assigns  Clement  C.  Moore  of  the  City  of  New  York,  to  be 
Paymaster,  instead  ol  Clement  Moore,  mentioned  in  the  said 
Cioneral  Order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  iu  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 

^    Q  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  Gth  July,  1SP2. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Genl.  John  I.  Van  Rensselaer, 
commandant  of  the  second  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  is  pleased  hereby  to  brevet  and  assign  the  following  per- 
.ons  as  officers  within  the  said  brigade,  who  are  to  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment be  manifested  in  the  premises,  vizf. 

John  Trotter  of  the  City  of  Albany,  Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  Third 
Ke^ament  of  Cavalry;  John  Epps,  2d  Lieutenant,  vice  Bellamy 
transferred;  and  Friend  Humphrey,  cornet,  vice  Epps,  pronioted, 
in  the  troops  commended  by  Capt.  Chauncey  Humphrey,  in  the 
said  Third  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 

^,    Q.  Head.iuarters,  Albany,  10th  July,  1S12. 

Lt  Col  Joseph  Green  of  the  seventh  detached  regiment  of 
nulitia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  selected  and  returned 
the  following  staff  officers  for  his  said  regiment,  vizt:  Amos 
nolton.  Quartermaster;  Jesse  S.  Leigh.  Payu.aster;  Samu.l  Row- 
k-v   Chaplain;  John  Y.  Lansing,  Surgeon; 

The  said  selection  is  hereby  confirmed  and  the  said  respective 


24 


370'  Annual  Report  of  the 

persons  hereby  assigned  and  brevetted  to  the  said  ofl&ces,  and  are 
to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


GEN.  STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 
FRONTIER     LINE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  13.  1812. 

Major  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  having  been  requested 
to  repair  to  the  command  of  the  militia  heretofore  ordered  into 
the  service,  and  to  be  hereafter  ordered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  defence  of  the  northern  and  western  fron- 
tiers of  this  State,  between  St.  Regis  and  Pennsylvania,  enters 
upon  his  command  this  day.  All  the  militia  comprehended  in  the 
brigades  if  detached  militia,  organized  into  the  first  detached 
division  by  General  Orders  of  the  ISth  day  of  June  last,  together 
with  the  corps  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonels  Swift,  Flem- 
ing and  Bellinger,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  divi- 
sion orders  of  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer,  without  waiting  for 
further  gc-neral  orders  on  that  subject;  and  all  oflicers  command- 
ing the  militia  from  which  the  first  detached  division  was  taken, 
are  promptly  to  obey  and  respect  such  division  orders  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


MINOR  ORDERS. 

G.  O.:  New  York,  14th  July,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  docs  hen'by  organize  a  company  of 
Light  Infantry  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Hobby,  and  brevets  Jacob  G.  Dyokman  as  Captain,  Jonathan 
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n.  Odell  as  Lieutenant,  and  Robert  P.  Ross  as  Ensign  thereof, 
until  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleas- 
ure in  reference  thereto. 

The  uniform  prescribed  by  the  STth  section  of  the  militia  law 
of  the  20th  day  of  March,  1809.  for  light  Infantry  Corps,  is  dark 
blue  coats  with  white  linings,  scarlet  facings,  collars  and  cuffs, 
and  white  underclothes,  and  the  buttons  of  the  uniform  shall  be 
either  of  white  or  yellow  metal,  in  the  discretion  of  Brig'r  Gen- 
eral Van  Cortlandt,  '  ' 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  20th,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  directs  the  company  of  horse 
artillery  at  Schenectady,  commanded  by  Capt.  John  B.  Yates,  to 
parade  annually  five  times  by  company,  one  of  which  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection;  and  that  Captain  Yates  make  an  annual 
inspection  return  thereof,  to  the  Commandant  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  Artillery. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjtitant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  July  20th,  1812. 

At  the  request  of  Col.  Thompson  Mead,  the  Commander  in 
CJiief  is  pleased  hereby  to  brevet  and  assign  Mr.  Elisba  Ransem 
as  Chaplain  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  regiment  of  Infantry. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  July  20th,  1812. 

Major  Charles  Most-ley,  commandant  of  the  riflemen  battalion, 
organized  within  the  twenty-seventh  brigade  of  Infantry,  having 
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recommended  George  H.  Grosvenor  to  be  assigned  as  Ensign  in 
the  company  of  the  said  battalion,  whereof  Charles  B.  Bristol 
is  captain;  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  comply  with 
the  said  recommendation,  and  accordingly  does  hereby  appoint, 
brevet  and  assign  the  said  George  H.  Grosvenor  to  be  Ensign 
of  the  before  mentioned  company;  who  is  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment be  expressed  in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


ANOTHER  CONTROVERSY  OVER  RANK. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  20th,  1S12. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Tyler 
Diblee  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  Artillery,  that  he  has  been 
superseded,  in  consequence  of  the  promotion  to  a  majority  in  the 
same  regiment,  of  Capt.  Gilbert  Ketchum,  whose  commission  of 
captain  was  posterior  in  date  to  that  of  Capt.  Dibblee  (?);  and 
whereas  it  is  alleged  in  behalf  of  Major  Ketchum  that  Captain 
Dibblee  consented  to  waive  his  right  of  senior  captaiu,  and  ac- 
quiesced in  the  subsequent  promotion  of  the  former  to  the  office 
of  Major; 

Now,  therefore,  in  order  to  determine  the  controversy  between 
the  said  parties,  the  Commander  in  Chief  deems  it  i)roper  to  ap- 
point a  board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  Brig'r  General  John  B.  Van 
Wyck  of  the  thirtieth  brigiide  of  Infantry,  as  President,  Lt.  Col. 
James  Tallnindgo.  Jun'r,  of  the  eighty-fourth  and  Major  Chaun- 
cey  Belknap  of  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  Infantry,  as  members 
thereof. 


State  Historian.  373 

The  board  \vill  assemble  on  the  Sth  of  August  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day,  at  lluggles  and  Bost- 
wick's  Hotel,  in  the  village  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  the  President 
thereof  is  to  cause  the  members  to  be  notified;  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Nathan  Myers  -s^ill  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  Capt.  Dibblce  and 
Major  Ketchum  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  said  board 
is  directed  to  convene;  and  the  President  and  other  members 
of  the  board  will  ascertain  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  representa- 
tions and  allegations  herein  set  forth,  and  will  forthwith  report 
to  the  Adjutant  General  the  facts  attending  the  case  and  their 
opinion  thereupon. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  .Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


A  NUMBER  OF  NEW  MILITARY  COMPANIES  ORGANIZED. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  20th,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  organize  a  company  of 
Artillery  in  the  town  of  Cha/.y,  Clinton  County,  and  attaches 
the  same  to  the  sixth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  brevets  and 

assigns as  captain, as  first 

Lieutenant,  and as  second  Lieutenant  thereof, 

until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known 
in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juut-,  Adjutant  Grmeral. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  July  2i)rh,  1S12. 

The  Conuu'i'  ii\  Chief  is  ]>le;isrd  hereby  to  organize  a  company 
of  Riflenieu  in  >raj<u'  Klilui  Granger's  Battalion  in  the  County  of 
Ontario;  and  brev<-ts  and  n-si'_ns  Xaihan  Paike  as  .  aptain.  Jared 
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Willson  as  Lieutenant,  and  George  H.  Bougliton  as  Ensiga 
thereof,  until  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  sigtiitltil 
its  pleasure  touching  the  same. 

And  the  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  the  said  compauy  be 
uniformed   in   green   ritle  frocks,   and   pantaloons   with   yellow 
fringe  and  buttons,  black  half  gaiters,  round  black  hats  with 
yellow  buttons,  black  loops  and  short  green  feathers. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  July  20th,  1SV2. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  in  conformity  to  the  35th  section  of 
the  Militia  Law  of  1S09,  does  hereby  organize  a  company,  in  the 
town  of  Plattsburg.  Clinton  County,  to  be  denominated  "  The 
Veteran  Exempts  ",  and  brevets  and  assigns  General  Melancton 
Lloyd  Woolsey  as  captain.  Judge  Kirmer  Newcomb  as  first  Lieu- 
tenant, Capt.  John  Stevenson  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Col. 
Marinus  F.  Durand  ns  Ensign  Tlierccif,  until  tlu^  pleasure  of  rlie 
Council  of  Ai>pointment  shall  have  been  signiiied  in  relation 
thereto. 

By  order  of  the  Comm.ander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  .  Head(piarters,  Albany,  20th  July,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in 
him  by  the  3r)ih  section  of  the  ^filitia  Law  of  1809,  is  hereby 
pleased  to  orgnnize  in  the  town  of  Potsdam,  and  County  of  St. 
Lawrence,  a  comjiany  to  be  taUiMl  "The  ]'otsdam  N'eterans '', 
and  brevets  and  assigns  Giles  Parmeh^  as  captain,  Ammi  Currier 
as  Lieutenant,  and   Flo.sea   Ha.'on  as  f^usign  thereof,  until  the 
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Cc'uucil  of  Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleasure  in  the 
J. remises. 

Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Juu'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  20th  July,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  conformably  to  the  ooth  section  of 
the  Militia  law  of  ]S(.)9,  does  hereby  organize  in  the  town  of 
Madrid  and  County  of  St.  Lawrence,  a  company  to  be  denomi- 
nated "  The  Madrid  Veterans  "',  and  brevets  and  assigns  Nathan 
Hurlingame  as  captain,  Alexander  Brush  as  Lieutenant,  and 
Isaac  Buck  as  Ensign  thereof,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  I'auldiiig,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York  31st  July,  1812. 

At  the  request  of  Col.  MeClure,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is 
hereby  pleased  to  organize  a  rifle  company  in  the  first  regiment 
of  riflemen,  and  to  assign  Gregory  Dillon  as  captain,  John  Hig- 
gins  Junior  as  Lieutenant,  and  Anthony  Calahan  as  Ensign 
thereof,  until  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  announced 
its  determination  in  the  premises.  And  the  Commander  in 
Chief  directs  that  the  said  company,  and  the  company  com- 
mand(>d  by  Captain  Pow(ts,  be  uniformed  the  same  as  Major 
Fisher's  battalion  belonging  to  the  said  regiment. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Hoad.inan.'is.  Albany,  llth  Aug't,  1812. 

Whereas  a  number  of   persons,    inhabitants  of   the  town   of 
Trenton  in  tin'  ( 'ounty  of  Oneida,  being  severally  exempted  from 
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military  duty,  on  account  of  services  in  the  late  war,  or  age, 
have  associated  themselves  together  and  formed  a  company,  pur- 
suant to  the  35th  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Xew  York,  entitled  ''  An  Act  to  organize  the  militia 
of  this  State",  passed  the  29th  day  of  March.  1809;  And  where- 
as the  said  persons  have  signed  a  roll,  pledging  themselves  to 
bear  arms  and  take  the  field  in  the  said  town  or  any  of  the  ad- 
joining towns,  and  in  such  other  places  as  the  board  of  officers 
and  a  majority  of  the  company  may  deem  necessary  and  prudent; 
XOW,  THEEEFORE,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  said  Act,  does  hereby  or- 
ganize the  said  association  as  a  company  of  Infantry,  and  does 
commission  by  brevet,  Adam  G.  Mappa  as  captain,  Pascal  C.  T. 
D'Angelis  as  Lieutenant,  and  Walter  Fowler  as  Ensign  thereof. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Ileadquarters,  Albany,  11th  Aug't,  1812. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons,  inhabitants  of  town  of  Hender- 
son and  County  of  Jefferson,  being  exempted  from  military  duty, 
have  associated  themselves  together  and  formed  a  company  pur- 
suant to  ilie  3.jth  section  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Xew  York,  organizing  the  militia  thereof,  and  have  sub- 
scribed a  roll  pledging  themselves  to  bear  arms  and  take  the  field 
for  the  space  of  one  year  to  defend  the  frontier  of  the  County 
of  Jefferson  adjoining  Lake  Ontario  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence; 

NOW,  TITEREFOKE.  the  Coiumnnder  in  Chief,  in  pursuance 
of  iht'  auiliniity  vfsnd  in  liim  \>y  tlic  said  act.  dru-s  hereby  or- 
ganize tilt'  said  association  as  a  roiiqtaiiy  of  Infantry,  and  com- 
missions ai;d  !>rev»'ts  Mailc  Ho[)kins  to  be  cai>rain,  John  S.  For- 
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u-v  to  be  Lieutenant,  and  Merral  Danley  to  be  Ensign  of  the  said 
.  .iiiiKiny. 

Ijv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Arch'd  Campbell.  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

(J.  O.:  neadquarters.  New  Yoik,  29th  July,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  brevet  and  assign 
Stephen  Storm  as  captain,  Abraham  Lott  as  hrst  Lieutenant, 
and  Samuel  Thomson  as  second  Lieutenant  in  the  Third  Regi- 
iiuMit  of  Artillery,  and  Richard  P.  Bush  as  first  Lieutenant,  and 
Francis  Allyn  as  second  Lieutenant,  in  the  eleventh  regiment  of 
Artillery. 

And  whereas  Doctor  Fayette  Cooper,  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
having  ofticiated  as  Surgeon  to  the  detachment  from  the  first 
brigade  of  Artillery,  since  it  was  ordered  into  the. service  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  therefore,  hereby  brevetted  and  assigned  as 
Surgeon  thereof. 

The  ofljcers  above  mentioned  are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected, 
according  to  their  rank,  until  the  Council  of  Appointment  shall 
have  signified  its  pleasure  in  the  premises. 
P.y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


AN  OKDEU  FOR  TROOrS  TO  RENDEZVOUS  ON  AUGUST  TWENTY-FOURTH. 

<">.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  i:^,th  August,  1812. 

In  jiiii'suance  of  a  retjuisitiou  l)y  tlu*  authority,  the  President 
of  th.'  Fnin-d  States,  the  fonrtli  brigade  of  delarlu'd  militia  of 
the  State  <if  Ni-w  Yerk.  einbracii'g  th;it  jnu'tion  of  the  quota  of 
tlie  said  Stale  (•<»mprehended  in  th(»  Counties  of  Albany,  Sara- 
toga, Cireene.  Delaware,  Scliohaiie.  Schonectady  and  Montgom- 
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ei'v,  except  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  is  hereby  ordered  into  ser- 
vice to  assemble  and  rendezvous  respectively,  on  the  2-ith  day  of 
August  instant,  by  eleven  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  man- 
ner and  at  the  places  following,  vizt:  that  part  of  the  said 
detached  brigade  comprehended  in  the  County  of  Saratoga  to 
rendezvous  at  the  Inn  of  Zera  Beach  in  the  town  of  Ballston  iu 
said  County;  that  part  of  the  said  brigade  w-hich  is  in  Montgom- 
ery County  and  north  of  the  MohaAvk  River,  will  rendezvous  at 
Johnstown,  and  the  residue  of  the  Montgomery  detachment, 
being  that  part  south  of  the  Mohawk  River,  will  rendezvous  at 
the  village  of  Little  Falls,  in  Herkimer  County;  that  part  of  the 
said  detached  brigade  taken  from  the  fourteenth  brigade  of  In- 
fantry, comnumded  by  Brigadier  Genl.  Mackey,  to  rendezvous  at 
the  Court  House  in  Schenectady;  and  that  part  detached  from 
the  thirty-first  brigade  of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Brig'r  Genl. 
Trotter,  will  assemble  and  rendezvous  at  the  Arsenal  in  the  town 
of  Colonio,  near  the  City  of  Albany  . 

The  detachment  from  the  thirty-seventh  brigade  of  Infantry, 
comnumded  by  Brigadier  General  Ilaiglit,  will  rendezvous  at  the 
village  of  Cairo  in  the  County  of  Greene;  the  detachment  from 
the  County  of  Delaware  will  rendezvous  at  the  Court  House  in 
the  said  County,  In  Delhi;  and  the  detachment  from  the  County 
of  Schoharie  will  rendezvous  at  Middleburgh  in  the  said  County. 

The  I'.on-commrssioned  olticers  and  privates  must  be  completely 
equii)ii(>d,  liy  being  furnished  respectively,  with  their  own  cloth- 
ing, and  with  a  muslvct  or  rith\  cartridge'  box,  knapsack,  blanket, 
and  cnnteeii.  Tents,  camp  kettles,  and  the  means  of  transporting 
baggag.-.  will  be  provided  by  the'  j>ublic  and  will  be  in  readiness 
on  the  day  and  at  the  {ilace  of  rendezvous.  General  Dodge  will 
assign  the  jiarrieular  houses  in   Middleburgh,  Cairo,  and  Little 
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Falls,  at  which  the  Schoharie,  Greene  aud  South  Montgomery 
detachment  will  assemble. 

The  volunteers,  or  men  drafted  from  the  militia  of  the  towns 
of  ^Vells  and  Lake  Pleasant,  in  the  County  of  Montgomery,  from 
LUrdsall's  company  of  riMemen,  in  Watervliet,  from  the  Albany 
volunteers,  the  Albany  Eepublican  Greens,  Captain  Cobb's  Kitie 
Company,  Captain  Marshall's  rifle  company,  at  New  Baltimore, 
and  from  the  Liglit  Infantry  companies  of  Catskill  and  Athens, 
are  excepted  from,  and  will  not  rendezvous  with  the  fourth  de- 
tached brigade  above-mentioned,  but  will  march  with  their  said 
respective  companies,  as  will  be  directed  by  future  general 
orders.  Captain  Waterman's  company  of  Artillery  of  Ballstown, 
in  Saratoga  County,  will  rendezvous  with  the  Saratoga  detach- 
ment, and  will  march  from  thence,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Prior,  and  with  his  regiment.  Brigadier  General 
Dodge  will  cause  the  brigade  to  be  mustered  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  report  the  state  thereof  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  at  his 
head-iunrters,  at  Greenbush  in  Kennselaer  County,  and  will  re- 
ceive and  obey  his  instructions  with  respect  to  the  destination 
and  time  of  march  of  the  brigade. 

As  the  object  of  calling  the  present  detachment  into  service 
is  as  well  to  relieve  a  regiment  of  militia  which  has  been  in  ser- 
vice at  Sackett's  Harbor  and  Ogdensburg  ever  since  the  month 
of  May  last,  as  to  protect  and  defend  our  brothern  (sic)  on  the 
northwrstr-ru  frontier  of  this  State  from  any  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  or  cvxvA  depredations  of  savages,  the  Commander  in  Clii.'f 
cherish,  s  a  conti'lcnt  hnyx-  that  not  a  man  will  shrink  from  the 
perfoi-inance  of  a  dnry  so  iniiiressive  and  patriotic. 
P»y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthonv  Lamb,  Aid-  de-Camp. 
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advaxcixg  upon  the  canada  line. 
Ct.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  13th  Aug't,  1812. 

The  nineteenth  detached  regiment  of  militia  of  this  State, 
commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  Henry  Bloom,  being  part  of  General 
William  A^'adsworth's  ditached  brigade,  pursuant  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  ordered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  is  to  repair  to  Lewiston  or 
Black  Rock,  and  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
ofiBcer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  that  frontier.  The 
regiment  will  rendezvous  in  battalions  or  by  regiment,  as  may  be 
directed  by  Brigadier  Genl.  John  Tillot-on,  who  is  the  senior  briga- 
dier general  and  will  act  as  Commandant  of  the  seventh  division 
of  the  militia  of  this  State  in  the  absence  of  Major  General  Hall. 

The  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates  must  severally  ap- 
pear at  the  jdace  of  rendezvous,  armed  with  a  musket  or  rifle, 
and  e(}uipnients,  accordingly,  and  with  a  knapsack,  blanket,  can- 
teen and  necessary  clothing,  tents  and  camp  equipage  will  be  pro- 
vided and  be  ready  for  the  use  of  the  regiment  at  the  times  and 
places  of  rendezvous. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 

CAPT.  MATCniN's  AliTILLEP.Y  CO.MI'ANY  ORDERED  TO  TUE  FRONT. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  14th  Aug't,  1S12. 

Cajttain  Matrhiu's  v()lunit'<'r  company  of  artillery  will  rendez- 
vous wiili  iliL'  south  MontgoiatMV  dctachineut,  at  the  villagt'  of 
Little  Falls,  on  ih<'  2Uh  day  of  August  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  tin-  l'<>r<".iu(in.  o(|ui|ip(d  wirh  cliuliing,  swords,  knai)sacks,  blan- 
kets and  rautfons  ready  i'nr  scrviec;  and  will  enter  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Tniicd  States  on  tiie  said  2Uh  day  of  August  insiaut, 
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and  ■uith  Genl.  Dodge's  detached  brigade,  and  will  march  with 
said  brigade,  and  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commandant 
thereof,  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  or  such  other  place  on  the  frontier 
as  may  be  directed  by  the  said  commandant. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


ASSIGNMKXTS  TO  COMMAND. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters.  Xew  Yorlc.  ISth  Aug't  1S12. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Jeremiah  John- 
son, Commandant  of  the  sixty-fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  hereby  brevets  and  assigns  John  Dickenson, 
Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  said  sixty-fourth  regiment,  and  directs 
that  the  said  John  Dickenson  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  the 
premises  be  ascertained  and  made  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 
:  J.  W.  Livingston,  Aid-de-Camp. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters.  Xew  York,  19ih  Aug't.  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  conformity  to  the  H.jth  section  of 
the  militia  law  of  1809,  does  hereby  organize  a  company  of  In- 
fantry in  the  town  of  Wells,  Montgomery  County,  to  be  called 
''The  Wells  and  Lake  Pleasant  Guards,''  and  brevets  and  as- 
signs William  Burke  Beck  as  Captain,  Cornelius  J.  Franrisco 
as  Lieutenant,  and  John  L.  Francisco  as  Ensign  thereof. 

And  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  further  pleased,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  aforesaid,  t<>  orgnnizr'  a  company  of  Infantry 
in  the  town  of  Kt-msen,  Oneida  County,  to  be  denominated  '•  The 
Silver  Greys,''  and  brevets  and  assigns  Gershom  Ilinkley  as  Cap- 
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tain.  Zaimon  Root  as  Lieuteuant,  and  ^^emuel  Hough  as  Ensign 
thereof. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LOOKS  AFTER  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

O.  0. :  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  Aug't  19th,  1812. 

The  existing  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  territories  thereof,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  its  dependencies,  together  with  the  withdrawal  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States  from  the 
Harbor  of  Xew  York,  have  produced  an  emergency  in  which  it  is 
proper  for  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  call  into  service  any  portion 
of  the  militia  of  the  State  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Militia 
law  of  this  State.  And  whereas,  to  provide  for  the  said  emerg- 
ency, a  requisition  has  been  made  for  a  certain  number  of  the  Ar- 
tillery and  Infantry  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  in  that  case 
made  and  provided,  and  passed  the  2Sth  day  of  February,  1795; 

Now,  tluTefore.  by  reason  of  the  premises,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion and  defence  of  the  said  City  of  New  York,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  directs  that  the  following  companies  of  artillery  and  Light 
Infantry  rendezvous  for  the  said  service  equipped  according  to 
law,  on  Thursdny  the  27th  day  of  August  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  at  the  places  hereafter  mentioned,  viz: 
Captain  Walker's  Company  of  Artilhvry  at  the  City  of  Albany. 

Wigton's  "  "  Hudson. 

Stocking's  "  "        village  of  Catskill. 

Nelson's  "  "  "     Ponghkeei)sie. 

Butterworth's  "  "  "  Newburgh 
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Captain  Buckley's  Company  of  Light  Infantry  at  the  City  of  Al- 
bany. 
Dubois  Company  of  Light  Inf.  at  the  viHage  of  CatskiU. 
Pierson's  ''  "       .     Athens. 

Wilson's  "  "  Poughkeepsie. 

Lawson's 

Denniston's  "  "        Newbuigh. 

Birdsall's  »  • 

The  particular  houses  at  which  the  respective  companies  shall 
rendezvous  will  be  selected  by  the  respective  commandants  of  the 
said  companies. 

Each  company  must  remain  at  its  place  of  rendezvous  ready  to 
embark,  until  the  more  northerly  companies  shall  arrive  and  fire 
a  signal  gun. 

The  troops  embraced  in  this  order  are  destined  for  the  fortifica- 
tions on  Staten  Island,  and  will  be  liable  to  continue  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  ninety  days  from  the  time  of 
their  meeting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  unless  sooner  discharged. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant-General. 


MAJOIl  HULLEY   ASSIGNED  TO  A  BOARD. 

O.  o. :  Headquarters,  New  York,  21st  Aug't,  1S12. 

The  President  of  the  board  of  officers,  instituted  by  General 
Orders  of  the  20th  day  of  July  last,  having  declined  acting,  and 
having  ^.Ince  been  removed  from  office,  Major  Augustus  N.  HoUey, 
Prigade  Quarternuaster  of  the  twelfth  brigade  of  Infantry,  is 
llu-ref..re,  hereby  appoinied  a  nu-n.ber  of  the  said  board;  whi.-h 
will  now  consist  of  Lt.  Col.  James  Tallmadge,  Junior,  as  Presi- 
d.-nt.  and  Majors  Chauncey  Bolknnp  and  Augustus  N.  HoUey  as 
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members  thereof;  and  will  assemble  on  Friday  next  at  the  hour 
and  place  assi-nt'd  by  the  above  mentioned  general  orders,  and 
will  proceed  as  therein  directed. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant-General. 


TROOPS  FOR  THE  WEST  BATTERY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

^'  ^'  Headquarters,  Xew  York,  22d  Aug't,  1812. 

Captain  Stocking's  Company  of  Artillery  and  Capt.  Dubois^ 
Company  of  Light  Infantry,  part  of  the  requisition  made  by  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  the  IDth  instant,  having  arrived  at  this  city  from 
Catskill,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the  said 
companies  rendezvous  at  the  West  battery,  and  place  themselves 
under  the  command  of  Major  Swartwout  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


A   COMPANY   OF   INFANTRY    ORDERED   TO   THE   NARROWS. 

G-  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  Aug't  22d,  1S12. 

Captain  Hartell's  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  being  volunteers 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  5th  of  February  last,  will 
rendezvous  on  Monday  the  31st  of  August  instant,  at  0  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  for  the  service  of  the  T'nited  States,  pursuant  to  the 
requisition  of  the  President.  Their  destination  will  be  Fort 
Tompkins  on  Staten  Island:  but  they  will  remain  embodied,  in  the 
City  of  New  Yoi'k,  unril  fiirrlier  ord.Ts. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chif  f : 

J.  AV.  Livingston,  Lt.  (^)l.  jvnd  Aid  de-Camp. 
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assignments  to  command. 
<;,).:  Headquarters.  Albany,  Aug't  24th,  1S12. 

Edward  C.  Willard  is  hereby  assigned  and  brevetted  as  Sur- 
geon's Mate  of  the  tenth  regiment  of  the  fourth  brigade  of  the 
detached  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  is  to  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
Q  O,;  Headquarters.  Albany,  Aug't  24:th,  1S12. 

Major  John  Willard,  of  the  line  of  the  fourth  detached  brigade, 
commanded  by  General  Dodge,  is  assigned  to  act  as  brigade  quar- 
termaster of  the  said  brigade,  in  lieu  of  Major  Gansevoort,  who 
declines  the  said  office.  Major  Willard  is  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Cliief : 

J.  B.  Yates,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 
0,.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  Aug't  2oth,  1S12. 

Lodowick  S.  Babcock,  and  certain  others,  his  associates,  have 
raised  a  company  of  volunteers  under  the  act  of  Congress  author- 
izing the  President  to  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps, 
passed  6th  February,  1S12.  The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased 
hereby  to  organize  the  said  Lodowick  S.  Babcock  and  his  asso- 
ciates into  a  troop  of  cavalry  into  the  second  squadron  of  the  fifth 
regiment  of  cavalry  of  this  State,  and  assigns  and  brevets  the  said 
Lodowick  S.  Babcock  to  be  Captain,  John  Kenney  first  Lieutenant. 
Royal  Terry  ■2d  Lieutenant,  and  Gideon  R.  Fitch  cornet,  who  are 
to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  :Macoinb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
25 
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THREE    INFANTRY    COMPANIES    ORDERED    FOR    THE    DEFENCE    OF    SAG 
HARBOR,   LONG   ISLAND. 

^'  ^•'  Headquarters,  Albany,  Aug't  2Gth,  1S12.    ' 

Pursuant  to  a  requisition  of  General  Armstrong,  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  three  companies  of  forty 
men  each,  belonging  to  the  thirty-third  brigade  of  Infantry  of  this 
State,  are  to  be  formed  and  put  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  defence  of  the  County  of  Suffolk.    One  company  of 
foot  artillery  will  be  stationed  at  Sagg  Harbour  to  protect  the 
Arsenal  and  to  manoeuvre  the  cannon  stored  at  the  place  in  case 
of  an  emergency.    One  company  of  infantry,  and  another  of  Horse 
Artillery  .or  cavalry  will  be  ordered  into  service  from  the  said 
brigade,  and  be  disposed  of  for  the  defence  of  Suffolk  County,  as 
may  be  directed  by  brigadier  General  Rose.    General  Rose  will 
also  assign  the  officers  of  the  said  companies,  station  the  said 
companies  of  Infantry  and  Horse  Artillery  or  cavalry  as  he  may 
deem  most  useful  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk 
County,  and  will  in  other  respects,  regulate  the  organization  and 
destination  thereof.    The  said  companies  will  be  subject  to  the 
orders  of  General  Armstrong,  at  the  City  of  New  York,  to  whom 
the  commandants  of  said  companies  will  report  themselves,  and 
from  whom  they  will  receive  further  instructions  and  orders. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

.    Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aidde-Camp. 


THREE   COMPANIES  CONSOLIDATED  INTO  ONE. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Aug't  2(;th,  1S12. 

It  appearing  that  the  detached  companies  intend.-d  to  be  com- 
manded by  Cai.taiiis  Montgomery,  lUillock  and  Le  Grange,  and 
the  dr^tadiment  of  rilV-men  under   Ensign  Wayne,  amount  to- 
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-.  Ui'-r  l'>  l''S^s  tlian  100  men.  and  that  the  commissioned  officers 
«\i;.-I»t  those  liereinafter  mentioned,  are  either  sick  or  otherwise 
uii|trei>ared  to  go  into  service; 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  directs  that  lirigadier 
<;.-iH-ral  Dodge  excuse  all  the  officers  attached  to  the  said  de- 
tai  IkhI  corps  from  service,  except  Captain  Montgomery.  Lieu- 
tenant Vanderheyden  and  Ensigns  Wayne  and  Roff,  and  that  he 
organize  the  said  detached  companies  into  one  company  -with  the 
said  hist  mentioned  four  othcers,  or  into  two  companies  with  two 
connuissio'ned  officers  to  each,  or  the  riileiuen  separately. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


MORE  ASSIGNMENTS  TO  COMMAND. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Aug't  2Gth,  1S12. 

I)ean  Edson,  who  was  assigned  Brigade  Q'r  Master  lof  the  third 
•hMachf^  brigade  of  the  miliiia  of  this  State,  having  resigned  the 
said  station,  and  General  Pettit,  commandant  of  said  brigade 
liiiviiig  accejited  the  same  and  assigned  ^^'i]liam  Bay  to  officiate 
in  said  station,  the  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  api)r(ives  of  the 
f^aid  resignation  and  assignment,  and  directs  accordingly  that 
tilt'  said  William  Ray  be  recognized,  obeyed  and  respected  as 
liiiL'adc  (Quarter  master  of  said  detached  Brigade  until  further 
orders. 

B.y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macnmb,  Lt.  (.'ol.  and  Aid  dc  Camp. 

<;.  O.:  nead<iuarlers,  .Albany,  August  I'lirh,  1S12. 

The  Second  Regiment  of  Ridemen  will  at  their  n-giniental  Pa- 
rad".  bf  reviewed  and  inspei  teil  by  the  Adjutant  of  said  Regiment 
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under  the  orders  of  the  Lt.  Col.  Commandant  thereof.  The  adjii 
tant  at  the  parade  -snIU  be  obeyed  as  brigade  Major  and  Inspector. 
and  will  transmit  to  the  Adjutant-General  a  correct  return  ot 
said  Inspection.  The  battalions  of  said  Regiments  having  been 
directed  by  former  orders  to  have  one  of  their  battalion  parades 
at  the  same  time  and  place  with  the  Kegiments  of  Infantry  at 
their  annual  parades  of  review  and  Inspection,  and  at  thosL^ 
parades  to  be  subject  to  tlie  orders  of  the  Brigadier  Generals  of 
Infantry  to  whose  brigades  they  were  respectively  attached,  are 
hereby  excused  from  so  much  of  those  orders  as  directs  such 
parades  for  annual  inspection. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  Aug't  31st,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  does  hereby  brevet  and  assign  Samuel 
Woodruff,  Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  first  detached  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry of  this  State,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beekman 
M.  Van  Beuren. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  York,  3d  Sept.,  1S12. 

Abraham  Brinkerhoff  Juu'r  is  hereby  brevetted  as  Captain  and 
Egbert  Benson  Jun'r  as  second  Lieutenant,  in  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  the  lirst  brigade  of  Artillery,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  bo  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chiet: 

"\\'illiam  Paulding,  Jun'r.  Adjutant  General. 
G.  O.:  Headciuarters,  New  York,  4th  Sept.,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  judges  it  pro[)er  hereby  to  brevet  John 
L.  Riker  as  Captain  in  the  Ninety-seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry. 


.<>  .;> 
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:..  take  rank  from  tlie  eleventh  day  of  August;  and  also  James  F. 
l»r  Peyster,  an  Ensign  in  the  said  Regiment,  until  the  Council  of 
Appointment  shall  have  signified  its  pleasure  in  relation  thereto. 
Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

fy  O::  Headquarters,  Albany,  Augt.  5,  1812. 

Dr.  Robert  McDonald  of  Albany  is  assigned  as  Surgeon's  Mate 
of  the  seventh  detached  regiment  of  militia  now  in  service  under 
the  command  of  Lt.  Col.  James  Green,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
f.'spected  accordingly.  He  is  directed  to  repair  to  Plattsburgh 
and  report  himself  to  Lt.  Colonel  Green.  The  pay  and  subsist- 
ence of  Dr.  McDonald  will  commence  from  this  day. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  S.  Wilkin,  Priv.  Secry.,  P.  T. 


MORE  TROOrS  FOR  THE  FRONT. 

O.  o.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Aug't  27th,  1812. 

In  pursuance  of  a  requisition  made  by  the  authority  of  the 
I>resident  of  the  United  States,  the  Sixth  Brigade  of  detached 
militia  of  this  State,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Daniel 
Miller  of  Cortlandt  County,  and  composed  of  the  Regiments 
whereof  Farrand  Stranahan  and  Thompson  Mead  are  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Commandants;  and  the  ninth  regiment  of  the  third 
detached  brigade  of  Infantry,  to  the  command  of  which  Peter 
J.  Vosburgh  has  been  assigned  as  Lt.  Col.  Commandant,  are 
hereby  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
rendezvous  for  that  purpose,  by  battalions,  on  Tuesday  the  Sth 
day  of  September  next,  at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  foi-enoou,  at 
such  places  as  the  respective  commandants  of  the  said  deiachel 
Regiments  shall  assign  for  that  purpose. 
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The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  must  appear  coi>i- 
pletelj  equipped  with  their  own  clothing,  and  a  musket  or  nth-. 
cartridge  box,  knapsach,  bhmket,  and  canteen;  tents,  camp  ket- 
tles, and  the  means  of  transporting  baggage  will  be  ready  on 
the  day  and  at  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous. 

The  volunteers  and  men  drafted  from  the  Rifle  battalions  of 
Rensselaer  County,  from  Captain  Waterman's  Light  Infantry  :it 
Hudson,  and  from  the  two  light  Infantry  companies  at  Troy,  are 
excepted  from,  and  will  not  rendezvous  with  the  detached  corps 
above-mentioned,  but  will  remain  and  march  with  their  said  re- 
spective companies,  as  may  be  directed  by  future  general  orders. 

The  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  or  privates  who  shall 
refuse  a  prompt  compliance  with  this  order,  will  be  dealt  with 
as  directed  by  the  Act  of  Congress,  passed  the  2Sth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1795,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  flatters  himself  that  no  one  will  be 
so  unmindful  of  the  duty  of  a  citizen  soldier,  as  to  incur  the 
penalties  of  the  said  act,  but  that  on  the  contrary  a  unanimous 
disposition  will  prevail  to  manifest  the  promptitude  and  efficacy 
of  a  patriotic  Militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  their  country. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Robert  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Headq.uarters,  New  York,  Aug't  31st,  1812. 

A  number  of  volunteer  Corps,  from  the  cities  of  Albany  and 
Hudson,  and  the  villages  of  Athens,  Catskill.  Poughkcepsie  and 
Kewburgh  have  arrived  at  this  City,  and  Mill,  together  witli 
Capt.  HartelTs  Comj^any  of  Li.uht  Infantry,  rendezvous  at  the 
Arsenal,  at  the  corner  of  White  and  Elm  streets,  to-morrow 
morning,  September  the  first,  precisely  at  seven  o'clock.  From 
the  Arsenal  they  will  proceed  to  Whitehall,  and  there  embark 


State  Historian.  391 

for  the  State  Forts  at  Staten  Island.  As  tlie  above  meutioned 
treops  are  destined  to  aid  in  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
harbour  and  the  City  of  New  York,  they  will  be  escorted  by  the 
uniform  troops  of  the  City  from  the  Arsenal  to  White  Hall. 
For  that  purpose  the  first  brigade  of  Artillery,  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  Eiflemen,  Major  Warner's  Squadron  of  Cavalry  and  the 
uniform  independent  companies  of  the  City  of  New  York,  not 
attached  to  the  said  Brigade,  regiment,  and  squadron,  are  di- 
rected to  parade,  uniformed  and  equipped,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Morton,  to-morrow  morning,  precisely  at 
6  o'clock. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  New  Y^ork,  1st  Sept.,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  feels  the  greatest  satisfaction  in 
announcing  to  the  several  independent  companies,  destined  for 
the  public  service  at  the  Narrows,  the  high  sense  he  entertains 
of  their  patriotic  promptitude  in  obeying  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try. Their  appearance  and  behaviour,  during  the  parade  of  this 
day,  reflects  the  most  distinguished  honor  on  the  whole  corps 
and  demand  and  receive  the  unqualified  praise  and  thanks  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

The  said  corps  are  formed  into  a  regiment,  and  the  following 
organization  of  commissioned  officers,  therefor,  is  hereby  adopted 
and  confirmed,  and  all  ofiicers  herein  assigned  or  brevetted  are 
to  bo  olieyed  and  respected  accordingly,  in  the  several  offices 
oiqtusite  their  respective  names: 

Robert  Swartwout,  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant:  Alcxand<^r 
l>fnnisf(»n,  \\'illiam  Wigton,  ^^aj|)^s:  James  ^^'i]lianls.  Adjutant; 
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John  Merry  field,  Quarter  master;  John  Gott,  Paymaster;  Peter 
J.  Van  Pelt,  Chaplain;  Benjamin  Dewitt,  Surgeon;  John  Barnes, 
Surgeon's  Mate. 


ARTILLERY      COMPANIES. 

Henry  Butterworth,  Captain;  Puidy  Fowler,  1st  Lieutenant: 
John  Carman,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Jared  Stocking,  Captain;  James  Bogardus.  1st  Lieutenant; 
Daniel  Sands,  2d  Do. 

Calvin  Walker.  Cajitaiu;  John  L.  Clark,  1st  Lieutenant;  Lewis 
Clark,  2d  Do. 

Joseph  Xelson,  Captain;  Zacharius  S.  Flagler,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Garret  L.  Lansing,  2d  Do. 

Elias  Werden,  Captain;  Philo  Doane,  1st  Lieutenant;  Samuel 
FrJsby,  2d  Lieutenant. 


LIGHT    INFANTRY    COMPANIES. 

Isaac  Dubois,  Captain;  David  G.  Abeel,  Lieutenant;  John  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Ensign. 

Christian  Hartell,  Captain;  George  W.  Varian,  Lieutenant; 
John  Ten  Broeck,  Ensign. 

Peter  P.  Lawson,  Captain;  Robert  Luekey,  Lieutenant;  Sylves- 
ter Earle,  Ensign. 

Silas  Pierson,  Captain;  Calvin  Bailey,  Lieutenant;  John  Will- 
iams, Ensign. 

James  Wilson,  Captain;  Joseph  H.  Cunningham.  Lieutenant; 
Nicholas  Power,  Jun'r,  Ensign. 

Chester  Bin-Lloy.  Cajitain;  Tlioniiis  Carson.  Lieutenant;  L'vi 
Steele,  Ensign. 

Charles  Biidsnll,  Captain;  Sil\  ester  Roe.  Limtmant;  Robert 
Gardner,  Ensign. 
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James  Uamiltou,  Captain;  John  H.  Walsb,  Lieutenant;  George 
Gordon,  Ensign. 

Lieut.  Col.  Swartwout  will  report  the  state  of  the  Kegiment 
lo  llrigadier  General  Armstrong,  and  the  said  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel and  all  the  other  officers  thereof,  are  strictly  charged,  and 
enjoined  to  exert  themselyes,,  in  every  respect  to  promote  the 
,  ,»mfort  and  accommodation  and  preserve  the  health  of  the  Ex- 
.•ellent  troops  under  their  command. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

D'l  Dunscomb,  Jun'r,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


TWO    MORE    REGIMENTS    ORDERED    INTO    SERVICE. 

,;    Q  .  Headquarters.  New  York,  Sept.  3d.  1812. 

The  state  of  the  City  and  Harbor  of  New  York  having  made  it 
necessary  to  order  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  a  part 
of  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  a  requisition  having  been  made 
by  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
rertain  portion  of  th(^  said  militia  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  28th  of  February.  179.-:  and  also  for  a  part  of  the  quota  of 
the  State  of  New  York  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia  accord- 
ing to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  10th  of  April,  1812: 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is,  therefore,  pleased  to  direct  that 
the  first  and  second  detached  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  the 
first  brigade  of  artillery  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Genl. 
Morton  (except  the  horse  artillery  of  the  said  brigade  and  the 
rompanips  of  foot  artillery  in  Suffolk  County),  rendezvous  on 
rhp  l.-)tli  inst.  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say:  the  said  brigade  of  Artillery  will  assem- 
h\v  at  such  places  in  the  City  of  New  York  as  Brigadier  General 
.Morten  shall  direet.  by  brigade  orders;  and  the  said  regiments 
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of  Infantry  at  such  place  or  places  as  tbeir  respective  command 
ants  shall  direct  in  Rej^imeutal  orders. 

Captain  Piercey's  volunteer  troop  of  Cavalry  of  Major  War- 
ner's Squadron,  and  Cajjtain  Stryker's  company  of  riflemen  in 
Kings  County,  are  also  ordered  into  service,  and  will  rendez- 
vous with  Lt.  Col.  Van  Beuren's  detached  regiment,  as  part 
thereof  and  under  his  orders. 

The  above  mentioned  Corps  are  to  be  encamped  in  the  City  of 
New  York  or  Kings  County,  and  will  be  subject  to  the  orders 
of  General  Armstrong,  to  whom  the  Brigade  Quartermaster  of 
Artillery,  and  the  regimental  Quartermasters  of  Infantry,  will 
seasonably  apply  for  instructions  relative  to  the  supply  of  quar- 
termaster stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  needful  articles,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  said  troops. 

The  men  detached  from  the  company  of  riflemen,  lately  com- 
manded by  Captain  Munson,  from  the  company  of  riflemen  com- 
manded by  Captain  Seaman,  and  from  the  battalion  of  rifle- 
men lately  commanded  by  Major  McClure,  are  hereby  excepted 
from,  and  will  not  rendezvous  with  Col.  Van  Beuren's  detached 
Regiment,  but  will  hereafter  march  with  their  respective  com- 
panies as  may  be  prescribed  in  future  general  Orders. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  indulges  a  vsanguine  expectation  that 
the  object  of  the  present  requisition,  being  the  protection  of  the 
southern  frontier  of  this  State,  will  excite  a  lively  interest 
amongst  the  patriotic  otticers,  soldiers,  and  citizens  of  the  South- 
ern district,  imd  will  call  forth  their  united  influence  and  ex- 
ertions, to  cause  all  the  troops  called  into  service  l)y  this  order, 
to  bf  furnished  with  coni{)let(^  rquipiupnts  and  accommodations, 
and  to  n^ntlt'zvous  with  iniiictnality  and  cliecrfulness. 
By  order  of  the  Couimandor  in  Chief : 

William  I'uulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General- 
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A    COMrANY    OF    EXEMPTS    FOll    THE    PUOTECTION    OF    THE    ONTARIO 
FRONTIER. 

,j    O.:  Headquarters,  Albiiny,  Sept.  7th,  1812. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wil- 
liamson, and  County  of  Ontario,  being  exempted  from  militia 
duty,  have  assoriated  thL-mselves  together  and  formed  a  company 
pursuant  to  the  3oth  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  organizing  the  militia  thereof ;  and  have 
subscribed  a  Koll  pledging  themselves  to  bear  arms  and  take 
the  field  to  defend  the  frontier  of  the  County  of  Ontario; 

Kow,  therefore,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  the  said  act,  does  hereby  organize 
the  said  association  as  a  Company  of  Infantry,  and  commis- 
sions and  brevets  Abraham  Gallop  to  be  the  Captain,  James 
Calhoon  to  be  the  Lieutenant,  and  Neil  Alexander  to  be  the 
Ensign  of  the  said  company. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

G^  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  4,  1812. 

Mr.  Olney  Briggs  is  hereby  assigned  and  brevetted  as  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  liegiment  of  the  militia  of 
this  State  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Arch'd  Campbell,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

O.  O.:  Headquarters.  Albany,  Sept.  7,  1S12. 

At  the  request  of  Lt.  Col.  Calvin  iru-h,  commandant  of  the 
eleventh  detached  Regiment   of   the   militia   of  this   State,   the 
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Commander  in  Chief  hereby  approves  and  confirms  the  assign- 
ment of  the  following  staff  officers,  selected  by  him  for  his  reg- 
iment, and  accordingly  assigns  and  brevets  Olney  Briggs,  Ad- 
jutant; George  Baker,  Quartermaster;  Ruf us  Morris,  Paymaster, 
and  Lemuel  Smith,  Chaplain,  of  said  detached  Regiment,  who 
are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  therein. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Arch'd  Campbell,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  8,  1812. 

Pursuant  to  a  recommendation  of  Lt.  Col.  Joseph  Clyde,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  organize  a  companv  of  Rifle- 
men in  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
whereof  the  said  Joseph  Clyde  is  commandant,  and  brevets  and 
assigns  Summer  Ely  for  Captain;  James  Van  Volkenburgli  fur 
Lieutenant,  and  Levi  Pitts  for  Ensign,  of  said  campany,  who 
are  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  S.  Wilkin,  Aide-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

I 

ORDNANCE  FOR  SACKETT's  IIARCOU.       TROOPS  FOR  NIAGARA. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  0.  1812. 

Several  pieces  of  ordnance  &••.  will  leave  this  for  Utica  on 
Thursday,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  Horse  Artillery. 
They  will  arrive  at  Utica  about  Tuesday  next.  The  ordnance 
is  to  go  from  thence  to  Sackett's  rfarbor,  but  the  detachment 
will  proceed  to  Ni;igara.  CeiU'ial  Dearboi'n  has  made  a  retiui- 
sition  foi-  m>^  to  have  a  detaclniKMit  of  ArtilhTv  or  Horse  ,Vr- 
tillerv  readv  at  Utica  to  escort  the  ordnance  to  Sackett's  Harbor. 
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Your  company  will  rendezvous  for  4:hat  purpose  on  Monday 
next  and  proceed  to  Utica,  where  they  will  remain  till  the  can- 
uou  shall  arrive,  and  then  immediately  start  with  them  for 
Sackett's  Harbor,  and  press  on  with  the  greatest  diligence. 
There  will  be  a  traveling  forge  for  heating  shot  to  fire  at  ship- 
ping from  the  fort  at  the  harbor. 

The  contractor  at  Utica  will  supply  rations,  and  you  will  con- 
sult Capt.  Gibson,  as  to  the  mode  of  supplying  forage  and  other 
articles  on  your  journey.  Captain  Gibson  is  an  experienced  ofiQ- 
cer  of  the  United  States  Horse  Artillery. 

The  services  of  your  company  are  required,  under  and  pur- 
suant to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  2Sth  February,  1795,  of 
which  I  send  you  a  copy. 

Until  your  arrival  at  Utica,  you  will  have  your  men  supplied 
with  provisions  and  forage  as  cheap  as  possible,  after  which 
the  contractor  at  Utica  will  supply  provisions,  and  your  own 
officer  will  prepare  forage.  You  may  take  the  field  pieces  and 
other  articles  attached  to  your  company,  or  such  part  as  you 
think  proper,  along  with  you.  Mr.  Tracy  will  hand  you  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  defray  the  incidental  expenses  of  rendezvous- 
i'ig,  for  which  you  are  to  account  to  me,  with  vouchers  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  alarm  and  anxiety  on  the  frontiers,  arising  from  the  dis- 
asters at  Detroit,  compel  me  to  require  the  services  of  the  uni- 
form volunteer  companies  immediately,  and  I  trust  the  protection 
of  women  ana  children,  who  may,  but  for  their  assistance,  be  th'^ 
victims  of  savage  barbarity,  will  stimulate  the  patriotism  and 
awaken  the  fraternal  feelings  of  every  man,  and  induce  a  free. 
eager  and  unanimous  compliance  with  this  requisition. 

To  Capt.  Asa  B.  Sizer. 
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P.  S.  On  your  arrival  at  Sackett's  Harbor  you  will  report  your- 
self to  Genl.  Jacob  Brown  or  General  Dodge,  whichever  may 
command  there,  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  one  so  commanding. 


INSTIiUCTIONS   FUU   COL.   TOWNSEND. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  x^lbany,  Sept.  11,  1812. 

Lt.  Col.  Townsend.  commandant  of  the  Thirteenth  Brigade  of 
Militia  will  cause  the  General  orders  of  the  21st  day  of  April 
last,  to  be  carried  into  prompt  and  full  effect.  A  copy  of  the 
eaid  General  Order,  together  with  copies  of  the  subsequent  Gen- 
eral Orders,  relative  to  the  detachment  of  militia,  will  be  forth- 
with furnished  to  the  said  commandant. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


AND   FOR   CAPT.   MAGHER. 

Albany,  Sept.  11,  1S12. 

I  was  absent  from  this  place  when  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo 
came  to  hand. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to 
Col.  Stranahan  desiring  him  to  attach  the  eight  men  drafted  from 
the  light  Infantry  Company  under  your  command,  to  your  own 
Company,  whenever  the  rest  of  your  company  shall  come  up  witli 
his  regiment. 

There  is  an  indispensable  necessity  for  ordering  out  a  number 
of  Independent  Corps,  under  and  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  2Sth  February,  170."),  of  wliich  a  copy  is  enclosed  foe  your 
infri'-mation.  You  will,  therefore,  assemble  the  rest  of  your  com- 
piiny,  and  join  Col.  Stranahau's  regiment  as  soon  as  possible. 
Should   his  regiment  have  left  Lit*  hfii'ld   before  you   can  joiu 
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tlu.in.  you  v.ill  follow  them  with  as  rapid  marches  as  possible. 
The  bearer  takes  out  tents,  camp  kettles,  and  knapsacks,  for  your 
coiupany.    They  must  find  their  own  blankets,  and  canteens,  also 
musket,  cartridge  box,  &c.    Those  who  may  be  deficient  in  mus- 
kets will  be  supplied  at  Canandaigua,  or  on  their  arrival  at 
Niagara.    The  propriety  of  reinforcing  General  Van  Rensselaer 
at  Niagara,  without  delay,  compels  me  to  urge  upon  you  the  most 
vigilant  and  prompt  attention  to  the  execution  ol  this  order.    The 
Brigadier  Quarter  master  Packard,  will  pay  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation, if  you  should  be  able  to  rendezvous  and  march  with 
the  regiment;  but  if  the  regiment  should  have  marched  before 
your  company  can  rendezvous,  the  bearer  is  directed  to  return  to 
Cherry  \'alley  and  supply  you  with  some  cash  to  defray  the  con- 
Lingfut  expenses  of  your  march  on  the  road. 
To  Captain  Peter  Magher. 


ASSIGNMENTS. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  12,  1S12. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Lt.  Col.  Zebulon  Douglass,  com- 
mandant of  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  Commander  in  Chief  hath  brevetted  and 
assigned  Ichabod  S.  Spencer  an  officer  of  the  line  of  said  regi- 
ment, to  be  the  Adjutant  thereof,  who  is  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment in  the  premises  be  made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.- 

William  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

CO.:  Headcjuarters,  Albany,  12th  Sept.,  1S12. 

Major  Thomas  Greenly,  who  by  General  Orders  of  the  ISth  day 
of  June  last,  was  assigned  as  Brigade  Major  and  Inspector  of  the 
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sixth  detached  brigade  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  having  re- 
quested  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  assign  some  other  ofiiclr  in 
his  stead  in  said  detachment,  for  reasons  M'hich  are  satisfactorv 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he  is  therefore  excused  from  serving 
in  the  said  detached  brigade,  and  Stephen  Lush  Junior  is  assigned 
and  appointed  Brigade  Major  and  Inspector  in  said  detached 
brigade  in  his  stead,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

^"  ^'  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  12,  1812. 

Lt.  Col.  Thomas  Miller  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  detached 
Infantry  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  having  selected,  assigned  and 
employed  Richard  S.  Moore  for  Quartermaster,  Frederick  Halsey 
for  Chaplain,  Benjamin  J.  Moore  for  Surgeon,  and  Dr.  Water- 
house  of  Franklin  County  for  Surgeon's  Mate,  and  Joseph  W. 
Edwards  for  an  Ensign,  of  the  said  detached  regiment;  the  said 
selections  and  assignments  are  approved  and  conlirmed  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  persons  above  named  are  to  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly.  The  said  Richard  S.  Moore  is  also 
assigned  and  brevetted  as  Quartermaster  of  the  thirty-sixth  regi- 
ment of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  is  to  be  oheyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  S.  ^^■ilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

^-  ^^•'  IIead(iuarters.  Albany.  Sept.  12,  1812. 

The  ("iinimander  in  Chief,  pursuant  to  the  authority  for  that 
purpose  given,  appoints  and  assigns  Samuel  Edmunds  district 
Paymaster  for  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  Yark.  in  the  service 
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of  tho  United  States,  at  Lake  Chnmplain  and  the  northern  frontier 
of  this  State,  extending  from  Lalce  Champlain  westerly  to  St. 
Kf'Ms,  and  the  said  Samuel  Edmunds  is  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly,  until  further  General  Orders. 
Bv  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 


SEVERAL   MORE   COMPANIES   ORDERED   TO   THE   FRONT. 

^^   Q  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  loth  Sept.,  1S12. 

The  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates 
c,f  Captain  Lyon's  and  Captain  Higbee's  companies  of  Light  In- 
fantry of  Troy,  of  Captain  Warner's  Light  Infantry  company  of 
Colnmbis  County,  and  of  Captain  Birdsall's  company  of  Riflemen 
of  Watervliet,  Albany  County,  are  hereby,  conformably  to  direc- 
tions by  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  that  case  made  and  provided, 
passed  the::Sth  day  of  February,  1705,  ordered  into  public  service 
to  rendezvous  for  that  purpose  at  the  Park,  in  the  village  if  Troy, 
on  Friday  next,  ISth  instant,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
Quartermaster  John  Sampson  of  Troy  will  report  himself  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  at  Headquarters  in  Albany,  on  Thursday 
morning  next  at  ten  o'clock  to  receive  the  necessary  camp  equip- 
age, advances  to  defray  the  expense  of  transportation,  and  in- 
structions relative  to  the  duties  of  Quartermaster  for  said  de- 
tachment.    The  destination  of  the  four  companies  before  men- 
tioned is  Plattsburgh.  in  the  County  of  Clinton. 

The  senior  officer  present  will  command  the  detachment  from 
the  time  of  its  assemblage  at  Troy,  until  it  arrives  at  Plattsburgh, 
where  he  will  ivport  himself  and  the  corps  under  his  command  to 
2& 
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Brigadier  General  Cloomfield,  the  commandant  on  that  station. 
and  will  receive  and  obey  his  orders.  Capt.  i:migh's  Troop  of 
Cavalry  are  directed  to  assemble  on  the  same  day,  place,  and 
hour,  from  whence  they  will  also  proceed  to  IMattsburgh  and  ht' 
reported  as  aforesaid  by  the  captain.  Captain  Emigh  will  receive, 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  the  necessary  camp  equipage  and  ad- 
vances to  defray  the  expenses  of  transportation  and  foraging 
from  — 

Captain  Brown's  company  of  Artillery  of  Pittstown,  Rens- 
selaer; Captain  Drake's  Company  of  Artillery,  of  Waterford, 
Saratoga  County;  Captain  Mott's  Company  of  Artillery  of  Still- 
water, Saratoga  County,  and.  Captain  King's  Company  of  Artil- 
lery of  Lansingburgh,  Rensselaer  County,  under  and  pursuant  to 
the  authority  and  act  aforesaid,  will  also  assemble  on  Friday 
next  at  Waterford  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  from  whence 
they  will  proceed,  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  pres- 
ent, to  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  County  of  Jefferson,  and  receive 
and  obey  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  at  that  station. 

Captain  Lemen  Foot's  Company  of  Artillery  of  Milton,  Sara- 
toga County,  will  assemble  on  the  day  and  hour  above  mentioned. 
and  as  part  of  the  artillery  detachment  destined  for  Sackett's 
Harbor,  at  such  place  as  Captain  Foot  may  in  company  orders, 
designate,  and  will  join  the  said  detachment  at  such  point  of 
their  march  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Quartermaster  thereof. 
Lieutenant  Fowler  of  Waterford.  will  officiate  as  such  Quarter- 
master and  will  attend  at  iread(iuarters  in  Albany,  on  Thurs- 
day next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  receive  camp  equipage 
and  tlie  means  of  transporting  said  detachment. 

All  the  Artillery,  Infantry,  (.'avalry  and  Riflemen  embraced  in 
this  order,  are  to  appear  completely  equipped,  with  the  uniform 
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and  arms  of  their  respective  corps,  and  with  ordinary  or  fatigue 
clothing,  a  knapsack,  blanlcet  and  canteen. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Anthony  Lamb,  Aid-de-Camp. 


M(»KE  OIIGANIZATIOXS  OF  EXEMPTS  FORMED  AND  OFFICERS  ASSIGNED 
TO   COMMAND. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  16,  1S12. 

Upon  a  representation  of  John  Free  and  others,  exempts  from 
military  duty,  of  the  town  of  Aurelius,  in  the  County  of  Cayuga, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  organize  the  said  John 
Free  and  his  associates  into  a  company  of  Infantry,  pursuant  to 
the  35th  section  of  the  militia  law  of  this  State,  to  be  called  "  The 
Aurelius  Silver  Greys,"  and  hereby  appoints,  brevets,  and  as- 
signs one  captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign  for  said  com- 
pany, vizt:  Zenas  Huggins  for  Captain,  Ezra  Goodale,  first  Lieu- 
tenant, Gilbert  Goodrich  for  second  Lieutenant,  and  Daniel  Hurl- 
burt  for  Ensign,  and  directs  that  the  said  persons  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly,  by  the  members  of  the  said  company,  in 
the  several  oCQces  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

Cr.  O.:  .  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  17th,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  organizes  a  company  of  RilKv 
intMi  in  Col.  Tuttle's  Ftegiment  (One  hundred  and  Sixteenth)  of  In- 
fantry to  be  called  "  The  volunteer  rangers,''  and  assigns  and 
brrvets  ;Myron  Beach,  Captain,  Naihaniel  Smith,  Lieutenant,  and 
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•James  J.  Cameron,  Ensign,  of  said  company,  who  are  to  be  obt-v.-.j 
and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun,ii  ui 
Appointment  in  the  premises  be  made  known. 
Bj  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 
The  uniform  of  the  above  company  will  be  blue  round  about. 
•or  sailor  coat,  without  facings,  but  with  yellow  buttons,  and  laced 
button  holes;  blue  pantaloons,  with  yellow  cord  edging,  boots 
or  black  gaiters  and  a  helmet. 

^-  ^•*  Headquarters,  Albany.  Sept.  18th,  1S12. 

Whereas  a  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  County  of  Franklin. 
ex?mpt  from  military  duty,  have  associated  themselves  together 
as  a  Company  and  have  signed  a  roll  pledging  themselves  for  ser- 
vice in  case  of  invasion,  or  other  emergency,  according  to  rhf 
3nth  section  of  the  militia  law;  the  Commander  in  Chief  accepts 
the  services  of  said  company  and  hereby  organizes  the  same,  and 
appoints,  brevets  and  assigns  Joel  Amsden  to  be  captain,  Gabriel 
Cornish  and  Enos  Wood  to  be  Lieutenants,  and  Aaron  Parks  to 
be  Ensign  of  said  company,  who  are  to  be  recognized,  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

W^m.  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 

^-  ^'-  Headquarters,  Albany,  19  Sept..  1812. 

The  Lieutenant  and  Ensign  of  Captain  Magher's  Company  of 
Light  Infantry,  at  Cherry  Valley,  in  Otsego  County,  (having  re- 
signed) the  Commander  lierd^y  a.^signs  and  brevets  David  Wood- 
burn  to  be  Lieutenant  and  William  Allen,  Jun'r  to  be  the  Ensign 
of  said  Company  lo  be  obeyed  and  respectt-d  accordingly,  until 
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rh»'  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoiiitmeut  in  the  premises  be 
made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  S.  Wilkin,  Aid-de-Camp,  P.  T. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  21,  1S12. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
Silas  Wood,  of  the  first  battalion  of  the  first  regiment  of  Artil- 
lery, declines  accepting  his  commission  of  second  Lieutenant  in 
the  said  regiment,  the  Commander  in  Chief  therefore,  on  recom- 
luendatiou  of  Lieutenant  Col.  Teller,  Commandant  thereof, 
hereby  brevets  Hezekiah  K.  Hoyt  as  second  Lieutenant;  he  is  to 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Honorable  the  Council  be  made  known. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

*J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
C.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  21,  1812. 

Upon  the  representation  of  Ephraim  Boynton,  and  others,  ex- 
empts from  military  duty  of  the  town  of  Jay,  in  the  County  of 
Kssex,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  organize  the  said 
Ki)hraim  Boynton  and  his  associates  into  a  company  of  Infantry, 
piirusant  to  the  35th  section  of  the  militia  Law  of  this  State, 
;ind  h<n'el)y  appoints,  brevets  and  assigns  one  captain,  two  Lieu- 
Tenants  and  one  Ensign  for  said  company,  vizt:  Jethro  Bonney 
for  Captain;  Joseph  Palmer  for  first  Lieutenant;  Samuel  Whit- 
ut-y  for  second  Lieutenant,  and  Silas  Stiles  for  Ensign;  and 
directs  that  the  said  person  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly, 
by  The  members  of  the  said  company,  in  the  several  offices  afore- 
said. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


<d)  U'  '  .'*'-j'.v  -/.'i 
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G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  22,  1S12. 

Abner  Adams  and  others,  exempts  from  militia  duty,  in  ih.' 
town  of  Hartwick,  in  the  County  of  Otsego,  having  assoeiatt-d 
themselves  together  and  offered  their  services,  according  to  thi; 
provisions  of  the  H-'th  section  of  the  militia  law  of  this  State. 
and  having  subscribed  a  roll  to  the  number  of  forty-five  and  up- 
wards, pledging  themselves  to  bear  arms  and  take  the  field  in  case 
of  emergency,  and  whenever  their  Country  or  its  rights  may  be 
invaded  or  likely  to  be;  and  it  appearing  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  that  the  acceptance  of  such  patriotic  and  generous  otters, 
and  the  organization  of  isuch  associations  will  tend  to  the  public 
safety  and  general  good,  does  hereby  organize  the  before-men- 
tioned association  into  a  company  of  Infantry,  and  appoints, 
brevets  and  assigns  Abner  Adams  Junior,  for  Captain;  Stukeley 
Elsworth  for  Lieutenant;  and  Asahel  Whipple' for  Ensign,  who 
are  to  be  severally  recognized,  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col,  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  22,  1812. 

A  number  of  exempts  from  military  duty  at  and  near  Sagg 
Harbour,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  having  associated  them- 
eelves  together,  pursuant  to  the  Soth  section  of  the  militia  law 
of  this  State,  and  ottered  their  services  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  Sagg  Harbour,  against  invasion,  the  said  association 
is  hereby  organized  into  a  comjumy  of  Artillery,  and  the  follow- 
ing persuDs  are  brevet  ted  ;ind  assigntMl  as  officers  of  said  com- 
pany, \i/.r:  .John  Jermain,  Captain  and  Elisha  Trior,  Cornelius 
Sleight,  and  Thomas  TSeebee,  Lieutenants,  who  are  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly.     The  said  company  will  be  liable  to 
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W  called  into  service  by  Brigadier  General  Rose,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion of  any  part  of  the  Port  of  Sagg  Harbour,  and  will  be  sub- 
jfct  10  his  orders  and  directions  whilst  in  service. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aidde-Camp. 

(j^  0.:  Headquarters,  Sept.  25,  1S12. 

The  board  of  officers  appointed  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of 
Major  Gilbert  Ketchum  and  Captain  Tyler  Dibblee,  having  de- 
termined that  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Major  Ketchum 
to  the  office  of  Major  of  the  now  fourth  Ilegiment  of  Artillery, 
the  said  Tyler  Dibblee  was  a  senior  captain  of  said  regiment, 
and  the  said  report  being  very  accurate  in  point  of  form,  and 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  and  approved  of  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  he  dissolves  the  said  board,  with  his  thanks  for  the 
prompt  and  able  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  further  pleased  to  brevet  and  as 
sign  the  said  Tyler  Dibblee,  a  major  in  the  said  regiment,  with 
rank  from  and  including  the  day  preceding  the  date  of  the  Com- 
mission of  the  said  Gilbert  Ketchum,  as  Major.  The  actual  com- 
mand as  second  Major  of  said  regiment  will  continue  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  Major  Ketchum,  until  further  orders,  and  in  the  mean- 
time Major  Tyler  Dibblee  will  be  regarded  as  a  supernumerary 
Major  of  superior  rank  to  ^[ajor  Ketchum. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

J.  W.  Livingston,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aidde-Camp. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Sept.  2.'j,  1S12. 

A  number  of  persons  in  and  near  Charleston  in  Montgomery 
County  being  desirous  of  forming  a  com})any  of  Horse  Artillery 
and  of  t<'iidering  their  services  to  their  country,  the  Commander 
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in  Chief  is  therefore  pleased  to  organize  the  said  company,  and 
hereby  brevets  and  assigns  Isaiah  Shaw,  Captain;  John  U. 
Smith,  First  Lieutenant;  Edward  Wolverton,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, and  Elijah  Wilcox,  Cornet  of  said  company,  who  are  to  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  in  the  premises  be  made  known. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston,  Aid-de-Camp. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  22d  Sept.,  1S12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  hereby  to  brevet  John  W. 
Oddie  as  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  until  the 
Council  of  Appointment  shall  have  manifested  its  intention  in 
relation  thereto. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Juu.,  Adjutant  General. 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  An)any,  2Sth  Sept.,  1S12. 

A  number  of  persons  of  the  County  of  Albany,  having  associ- 
ated themselves  and  offered  their  services  to  the  United  States, 
under  and  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  entitled,  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  L^nited  States  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps",  and  "An  Act  sup- 
plementary to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  authorizing  the  President 
of  tlie  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer 
military  corps";  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  is 
hereby  pleased  to  organize  tho  said  persons  as  a  Rifle  Corps,  and 
to  assign  and  brevet  Lyman  Sanford  as  Captain.  Abraham  Burd 
as  Lieutenant,  and  John  G.  Clute  as  Ensign  of  the  same. 

And  his  ExiH-llonry  directs  thai  the  persons  so  assigned  and 
brevettt'd  Ix;  obeyed  and  rcspccti.'d  accordingly. 
By  order  of  th(>  Commander  in  Chief: 

R.  ^L'lcomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
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•G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  Sept.  2Sth,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hereby  organizes  a  company  of  Artil- 
lery, in  the  sixth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  to  be  called  "  The  Vol- 
unteer Rangers ",  and  he  hereby  assigns  and  brevets  Myron 
lieach  Captain,  Xathauiel  Smith,  First  Lieutenant,  and  James  J. 
Cameron,  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company,  who  are  to  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 

The  uniform  of  the  said  company  will  be  a  blue  roundabout  or 
sailor's  jacket,  without  facings,  having  yellow  buttons  and  laced 
button  holes;  blue  pantaloons  with  yellow  cord  edging,  and  boots 
or  black  gaiters  and  a  helmet. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

R.  Macomb,  Aid-de-Camp  and  Lt.  Col. 


captain    MAHAR'S    rifle    company    ordered    to    ONONDAGA. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  29th  Sept.,  1S12. 

Captain  Mahar's  volunteer  company  of  Ridemen,  of  Albany, 
and  Captain  Marshall's  volunteer  rifle  company  of  Xew  Balti- 
more, will  immediately  rendezvous  and  march  with  Col.  Mc- 
Clure's  New  York  Detachment  and  as  part  thereof,  to  Onondaga, 
or  as  soon  after  them  as  possible.  Quartermaster  Quackenbos 
will  attend  to  the  supplies  of  Tents  and  camp  Equipage,  and 
Commissary  Vernor  will  deliver  to  him  from  the  Arsenal,  such 
articles  as  may  be  required  for  the  said  Troops.  The  two  com- 
panies  above  mentioned  will  assemble  on  Saturday  next,  at  such 
place  as  the  respective  Captains  shall  appoint,  and  proceed 
with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.     Lt.  Col.  MeClure  will  com- 
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mand  the  whole,   and   will   see  that   they   are  assembled,  and 
marched  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

R.  Macomb,  Lt.  Col.  and  Aid. 

ASSIG^^ME^■TS  and  new  organizations, 
G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  1st  October,  1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Barnewell  of  Captain 
Price's  Company,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Mapes  detached  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  now  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  is  hereby  pleased  to  brevet  and  assign  Ensign  Goven- 
eure  S.  Bibby  of  the  said  company  as  Lieutenant  thereof,  who 
is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly,  until  further  General 
Orders. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 

G.  O.:  Headquarters,  Albany,  1st  Oct.,  1812. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  docs  hereby  brevet  Charles  Low  ton  as 
Captain,  William  Swaim  as  First  Lieutenant,  James  C.  Townsend 
and  John  D.  Brown  as  Second  Lieutenants  in  the  Third  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
made  known  in  the  premises. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjt.  General. 

GO.:  Head<iuarters.  Albany,  October  1st.  IS  12. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  pursuant  to  the  o5th  section  of  the 
act  entitled,  '*  An  A<t  to  oigani/.c  the  ^Militia  of  this  State,"  passed 
the  2i)th  day  of  March,  lS(il»,  docs  hereby  organize  a  company  of 
Iiifautrv  in  ilu"  unvn  of  Constalilc,  (,'ount  v  of  Fiankliu,  to  V»e  called 
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« The  Franklin  Volunteer  Exempts "  ;  and  his  Excellency  is 
pleased  hereby  to  brevet  and  assign  David  Erwin  as  Captain,  Wil- 
liam Perry  as  Lieutenant,  and  John  Hungdon  as  Ensign  of  the 
eaid  company. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

Wm.  Paulding,  Jr.,  Adjt.  General. 

G.  O. :  Headquarters,  Albany,  1st  Oct.,  1812. 

Lieutenant  Col.  Martin  Heermance,  Commandant  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  detached  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  having  represented  that  Uavid  Ostrom,  a  Captain  assigned 
to  the  said  Regiment  had  resigned,  and  that  Horatio  Armstrong, 
a  Lieutenant  assigned  to  the  said  Regiment  had  accepted  a  com- 
mission in  the  United  States  Army ;  the  Commander  in  Chief  there- 
fore, hereby  assigns  Captain  Randall  S.  Street  of  the  Eighty- 
fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry  to  supply  the  place  of  Captain 
Ostrom,  and  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Van  Waggoner  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  Regiment  of  Infantry,  to  fill  the  place  of  Lieu- 
tenant Armstrong  in  the  said  Fifth  Regiment. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjutant  General. 


A  NEW  ALBANY  REGIMENT. 

G.  0.:  Headquarters.  Utica,  Oct.  2d.  1S12. 

It  having  been  communicated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  that 
a  large  number  of  patriotic  citizens  of  the  County  of  Albany  have 
associated  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Regiment  of  volunteers, 
under  and  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  6tli  day  of 
February  last,  and  the  act  sup[)lementary  thereto,  and  that  it 
■would  facilitat(^  the  format  Ion  and  organization  of  the  said  Regi- 
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ment,  if  the  Field  officers  chosen  by  the  said  association  were 
brevetted;  and  the  Conmiander  in  Chief,  highly  approving  th. 
patriotic  proceedings  of  the  said  association  of  volunteers,  herebv 
organizes  the  same  into  a  Regiment,  and  brevets  and  assigns  Se- 
bastian  Vischer  to  be  Colonel,  John  Mills  to  be  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel, and  William  Yates  to  be  Major  of  the  said  Regiment,  who  are 
to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

John  W.  Livingston,  Aid-de-Camp. 


THE  WORCESTER  EXEMPTS. 

c  o 

^^ew  York,  Gth  Oct.,  1812. 
In  conformity  to  the  SHth  section  of  the  act  entitled,  -An  A.-t 
to  organize  the  militia  of  this  State,"  passed  the  29th  dav  of 
March,  ISOO,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  hereby  pleased  to  organize 
a  company  of  Infantry,  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  Otsego  Countv. 
to  be  denominated  "  The  Worcester  Exempts  ",  and  brevets  and 
assigns  Silas  Crippen.  Captain;  David  Gott.  Lieutenant  and  John 
Champion,  Ensign  of  the  said  Company. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief: 

William  Paulding,  Jun'r,  Adjt.  General. 


THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  IN  THE  FIELD. 

O.  O.:        Headquarters.  Sackett's  Harbour,  10th  October.  1S12. 

Brigadier  General  Jacob  Brown,  having  by  Brigade  Orders  of 
June  20th,  1812,  assigned  Doctor  Anu.sa  Trowbridge  to  be  Sur- 
?:eon  of  the  militia,  and  employed  him  accordingly,  during  whi.h 
assignment  and  ,.n,.l,,v  ,1,.  said  An.asa  Trowbridge  rendered  im- 
portant servircs  to  the  militia  or>  duty  at  Cape  Vincent  and  Sack- 
^''••s  Uarbonr:  ,1..  r.^nunand.-r  in  Chi.f  is  therefore,  pleased  to 
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